H3-3a IOyMa, IIOOHABIIET0CsA Ha IIOJIAHE, Ha 3TO MECTO CTallnk o6pa1uaTb BHUMaHHUE PEeOKHne IIpoxoxue,
d CaMbI€ CMeEJIbIE TaXKe Ha4dallu CO6I/IpaTbC$I BOKDYVT.

— KaxeTtcs, sTo mogu u3 6aumel O6maunsx CoceH.

— T'opog Témuoro Jleca - 9To Tepputopus 6auas O6maunbx CoceH, a Mbl 67TM3KO0 K ropony. Heyxenu
KTO-TO OCMEeJIUICS GPOCUTL UM BBI3OB?

Cpe;m HOJIHSIBIHGIZCH CyMaTOXH OBIIO BHOHO, KaK TOI.I.IHfI, CJIOBHO XepOb, CTAPUK U YPOAJINBAA
XKEeHIMWHa eJjie yCIIeJIX YBEPHYTLCSA OT BOJIKO-KOHA, KOTOprfI 4YyTh HE CcOMJII UX C HOT.

— Kakoit mep3aBer 3To caenan?! ITokaxucek! — pa3mancs SPOCTHBIM KPHUK.

C 3eMJTd MTOCIEeIIHO IOTHSIIKCE C IeCSITOK 3MOPOBSKOB. Bce oHM ObITM HEOPUTHIMH, CIIOBHO
IMaBHEHBKO He MPUBOOUIH ce0s B IIOPSMOK, a OT MafeHus UX OflexKIa MOKPHIIACh MbIIbI0, TPHUOaBas
UM XKankuh Bup. OrIsigeIBasiCh 0 CTOPOHAM, OHM IIBITAJIMCh BEICMOTPETH TOr'0, KTO Halla/l Ha HUX.

HeCMOTpH Ha THEBHBI€ KPHUKHU OIO2KKUHEI I'OJIOBOPE30B, HUKTO HE BEIIIE]I BIIEPE. Hao60p0T, T€, KTO
cTosin OnuxKe BCETO, IIOCHEIININ OTOMTH IONAJIbIIeE, yTOOBI HEe HaBjIeyb Ha ce0s Geny.

3JIOpOBHKI/I He MOTTIX HalTU BUHOBHUKA U, HE 3HAs, Ha KOM COpPBaTh 3JIOCTH, OKA3aJIKCh B
3aTPYOAHUTEIIBHOM IIOJIO2KEHNH.

Ha camowm pene, atu mionu He ObUty r1ynel. OHYU MOHKMAJIH, YTO TOT, KTO CMOT TaK METKO OPOCUTH
KaMeHb, HaBepHsiKa, 00JlalaeT He3aypsigHOM CUJION, X XBaTaTh KOTO IIOTIAJI0 He CTOUT - MOXKHO
HapBaThCs Ha HeNpuATHOCTU. barma O6maunbix CoceH XOTh U He Obla ci1aboi, HO ¥ He BXOOuia B
YHCJIO CUIbHEHNIHX BO BceM TEMHOM Jiecy. Eciu OBl He MOTYIIECTBEHHEIE TOKPOBUTEIH, OHU OBl HE
OCMEeJIUIUCEH TaK cebsi BeCTH, BeOb CPEOu TeX, KTO IMpue3xkan B ropox Témuoro Jleca, OBII0 HEMao
TE€X, KOTO JIy4Ille He 3]IUTh.

B 5TOT MOMEHT K HUM, HECIeIIHO aras ¥ HU Ha Koro He oOpallas BHUMaHUs, CJIOBHO He 3aMedas
OJHSBINENCS CyMaTOX!, IPUOIU3UIICS I0HOIIIA JIeT IIeCTHaAlaTH-CEMHAAIaTH, ONEeTHIN B
(bUONIeTOBHIN Xanar.

3MOpOBSKH, BCE ellle He OCTHIB OT THEeBA U He Ha[id BUHOBHUKA, ITPUIIUIHA B OEIIEHCTBO, YBUAEB, KaK
KaKOM-TO I0HeI] B (D10JIETOBOM XajlaTe MMPECIIOKONHO HallPaBIseTCs MPsIMO K HUM. MM ITOKa3asocs,
YTO CBOMM IIOBEEHUEM OH elrle 00Jbllle YHU3WUI UX, U OHU PEIIUIN COPBaTh HAa HEM 3JI0.

KopeHacThIl TPUALATUIETHUM MYKYKMHA C TOJIBIM TOPCOM, 37100HO 3LIPKHYB Ha MPHUOIMKAIOIIET0Cs
IOHOIIY, pSIBKHYI: — Ji, MaJsiel], 3TO THl caenan?!

OTHUM 10HOIIEH B pHOTeTOBOM XasaTe Obll He KTo uHOM, Kak [Iy [lTaody. OH mocMoTpesn Ha
IIperpaguBIIETr0 eMy OOPOTYy JEeTHHY, ¥ Ha (JOHEe ero BEICOKOTO U MOIIHOTO Tenocnoxenus [y llaody



Ka3aJICd COBCEM IINYIIJIBIM. On MOPTrHYJI ¥ PaBHOOYIIHBEIM I'OJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC: — A TBI 4TO, CBOUMU
TJla3aMU BUEJ, KaK 5 3TO Jejain?

Kak Ttonbko [y [lTaody 3aKOHYUII TOBOPUTE, BCE BOKPYT ONELIUJIX. YCIIbIIIaB TOH, KOTOPHIM IOHOIIA
o0OpaTuscs K 3[0POBSIKY, 3eBaKu IOHSJIM, YTO ceiyac HAUHETCS HaCTosIlee NpefcTaBIeHne, U
apeHbKy IpUAeTCs HeclagKo. Bemb OH caM 1ojie3 Ha POXKOH.

— KxXM-KXM...

Xymou cTapuK U ypOnauBas XkeHiuHa mocmorpenu Ha [y [llaody. Ctapuk Bce HUKaK HE MOT
IIPOKAIIISATHCS, CJIOBHO €TI0 BOT-BOT BHIPBET. JKeHIIMHA oAiepK1UBaja ero, ¥ B ee rjaa3ax yuTanach
TpeBora. OHa He IepecTaBas IJIafuja CTapuKa Mo CIUHE.

— Xe-xe... — 3JIOpOBHK, KOTOpBII7I TOJILKO YTO XOTeJI OBIJIO IIPOYYHUTE MAJIbYHUIIKY, YTOOBI OaThb BBEIXO[
CBOEM 3JI0CTH, HE 0XKHUaJI, YTO TOT TaK €My OTBETHUT.

OueBuOHO, I0HOIIA HE CTABUJI UX HU BO 4TO. JIuIo Oyras ©CKa3uiIoCh B 3JT00HOM YXMBIJIKE, U OH
npousHec: — COIISK, Thl, HUKaK, KUTh Hagoen! [Isaa Te0s celivac HayduT cebs BecTu! YToOH
HemoBagHO Obl0 6e300pa3HUYaTh B ropoge TémHoro Jleca!

Iy ITaody mocMoTpen Ha YXMBUISIOIerocs: Oyrasi, Coesat Iar Ha3af U C HauTPaHHBIM OTHasSHUEM
npousHec: — Yo Te 3apyman? He mopxonu ko MHe! A He To... s 100bI0 TeOs!

— Ax T8I, mapmuBen! [la Th HapalIuBaenibCsi! — B3peBesl 3TOPOBSK, YYBCTBYS, YTO Ha, HUM
cmerorcsa. OH B30 BCeX CUJI TONHYJI HOTOM, U 3eMJIs IIOf ero HOTO¥ COPOTHyJach, a Ha ee
TIOBEPXHOCTH OCTaJjica HernyOokui cnef. [Tocne aToro oH co Bcet cunbl yoapun [y [Taody Kynakom
II0 T'OJIOBeE.

— Hy Bort, THI cam Hampocuncs... — npobopmotan [Iy [Taody.

B TOoT MOMEHT, KOTfja KyJlak pa3MepoM C KOTeJl JOCTUT ero juila, BeipaxkeHue nuta [y [llaody pe3ko
u3MeHunoch. Ha ero nmuile nosiBunachk xomogHast yiaei0ka. OH He CTasl YKIIOHSTHCS OT yoapa U HaHec
BCTPEYHBIN yaap, BIOKHKB B HET'0 BCIO CBOIO MOIIIb. 30JIOTHCTAsI BHYTPEHHSISI SHEPTHs OKyTaja ero
KyJaK, ¥ OT HEero BO BCe€ CTOPOHHBI PACIPOCTPAHUIIUCH BOJIHEI S9HEPTUH.

Bawm! XpycCTs...

Paspgasncs riyxou XJIOMOK, IOX0XKKUM Ha B3PHIB, M XPYCT JIOMAIIIMXCS KOCTEeR. B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa
BCe PELINJIY, YTO MMapHIO B (MOJIETOBOM XajaTe IIpUIle]l KOHell, OHU YBUEH, KaK KylaK 3[J0pOBsIKa
HEeCTeCTBEHHO BLIBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY. byrali ckpuBuics ot 00JH, ¢ ero Ty XJIbIHYIa KPOBb, HO
KPUK 3aCTpPsJ y HEro B ropiie. Tejo 3M0poBsgKa 0TOPOCHUIIO Ha JeCSATOK METPOB, ¥ OH PYXHYJ Ha
3eMITI0 yKe 0e3ObIXaHHBIM.



Bce 3acTwinu B u3ymiieHun. Bokpyr Bomapuiach rpodoBas TUIIMHA. HUKTO He MOT ITOBEPUTH CBOMM
ria3am. ToT 300poBsIK 0671afial COBEPIIEHHBIM YPOBHEM KYJIbTHBALIMK Ha4albHOMN CTaguu cheps!
[Tynbca ¥ cYUTaCS OOBOIBHO CUJIBHBIM, HO I0HOIIA B (DHOJIETOBOM XajiaTe YOUI er0 OOHUM yIapoM.

— ITOT MabYUIlIKa - KpelKuil opemiek! Bmecte ¢ HUM pa3bepeMcsi! — KPUKHYII TJlaBapb 0aHOUTOB,
HO B 9TOT MOMEHT Iiepe] HUM BO3HUKIIa (uUrypa B ¢puoneToBoM xanaTe. OHa OBUTANIACh C TAKOH
CKOPOCTEI0, CJIOBHO IIPU3PAK, U I'JlaBapio 3aX0TeJI0Ch YBEPHYTHCA, HO II0YEMY-TO OH IIOHAJTI, YTO eMy
He YUTHU. B crenymollee MTHOBEHKE OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IJIyX0H yhap B Irpyab. Kynak, OKyTaHHBIN
30JI0TUCTOU BHYTPEHHEU SHEPIuey, IPUIIesICa TOYHO B Iefib. OT CTPAIIHOr0 yaapa BHYTPEHHNE
OpraHul raBaps IpeBpaTUIUCh B Kally.

— Kxx...

FnaBapb He yCIieJl JOTOBOPUTL, KaK U30 PTa Y HEro XJIbIHYIIa KPOBb, CMeEIIaHHasA C OCKOJIKaMHu KocTen
" BHy'TpeHHOCTeIZ. ITocse 3TOro OH MOBAJIUIICS Ha 3€MJII0 3aMePTBO.

BOprr‘ BOLlapHJIaCh TUIIIKHA. Bce ObIii OIIIEIOMIIEHE ¥ HE MOTJIM BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA.

Bce moTpsiceHHO CMOTpeJIH Ha IMIPOUCXOsInee, He B CHIaX TOBEPUTh CBOMM rjla3aM. TOT, KTO Ka3ascs
UM MOJIOKOCOCOM, OKAa3aJICs TAKMM CTPALIHBIM MPOTUBHUKOM. HeymuBUTEIBbHO, UTO OH OCMEJIUIICS B
OIUHOYKY IOSIBUTHCSI B TEMHOM JIEeCy.

OcTanbvHbIE paS60ﬁHHKH, KOTOPEIE TOJIBKO YTO TaK CMEJIO Kpu4daJjik, TeIIePhb OBIIH HaIlyTaHEBI 0O
CMEepPTH. Hx nuna HOﬁHGI[HeJ’II/I, " OHU HE CMeJIN MIEeBEJIbHYThCA.

Vix rmaBaphb OB YOUT OMHUM YIAPOM, a OHU U TOTO cjlabee! OTOT I0HOIIA, KOTOPHIHM Ha MEePBHIT
B3TJISIM KA3aJiCs TaKuM 6e300MIHEIM, 0KA3aJICs KECTOKUM yOUHIIeH, C KOTOPHIM UM HE CIIPABUTHCS.

— B TémHOM necy meHCTBUTEIBHO ITOTHO CKPBITHIX TAaJIlaHTOB, — IIPOIIENTajla VPO IuBast XKeHIIHa,
TJISIOST Ha IOHOINY B (hU0NIeTOBOM xanaTe. Ha ee TeMHOM JuIle, TOKPHITOM BECHYIIIKAMHU, TOPEJIH
HeoOBIYaHO SIPKHeE Tila3a.

— A ny, 6prick orcroma! 2KuBo! A He To... T Bcex Bac u300bi0! — HerpoMko Kpukuyn [y [Ilaody,
TJISIS HA OXBAYEHHBIX Y2KACOM Pa300MHUKOB.

— Yxomum! BricTpo! — 3aBonui ofuH U3 OaHIUTOB.

Pa360iHUKYN GPOCUINCH K CBOUM U3PAaHEHHBIM TEMHBIM BOTYBMM KOHSIM U ITOCIIEIIUIN YOPaThCs
Iofiasiblile OT 3TOTO MeCTa.

— Kakoii rpo3sniy oHOIa! UHTEpeCcHo, KTO 0H?



— Pa3 on ocmenuics HanacTh Ha moael CocHoBolt Ob6maunoy baunsl B ['opome TémHoro Jleca, TO OH
SIBHO He IIPOCTOM YeJIOBEK.

Oy ITaody oTpsAxHYI pyKaBa 4, He oOpalllas BHUMAaHUS Ha IepelleTHBaHu U B3TJISOE
OKpYKaIoIuX, IPOJOJIXKIUI CBOM yTh. OH IpeKpacHO 3HaJl 3aKOHHI BRIXKMBAHUS B TEMHOM JIECY.
Tonbko oOnagasi HEIIPEeB30UAEHHOM CUIOM, MOXKHO BHIKUThH B 3TOM MecTe. Ec/u moKa3aTh BCEM CBOIO
CHUJTy, TO HUKTO He IIoCMeeT K Tebe MpHuCTaBaTh.

— Jlemyiika, 3TOT I0HOIIIA YyIIeNl, — CKa3aJjla YPOAJIuBas XKeHIuHa, riaaas seien [y laody, u
oOpaTtuack K CTapuKy, KOTOPOTO BCe ellle MoAAepxKuBaia.

— KxM... — CTapuk TUXOHBKO KalnuIsHyJ. Ha ero TeMHOM MOPIIMHUCTOM JIMIlE TIOSIBUJIACh JIeTKas
ynbIOKa, — THI XK€ BUfea? B 9TOM MecTe MOIHO CKPBITHIX TaJlaHTOB. B TaKOM I0HOM BO3pacTe, a
yXKe... DT Balll CTONIMYHbIE XJTHIIIY 10 CPABHEHUIO C HUM - HUYTOXKECTBA.

— IenyImka, ThHI, IIOXKaIy#, CTUIIKOM CTPOT. Cpeu HUX eCTb U NOCTONHEIe pedsita. OHM He YCTyIaT
maxke MiagmuM u3 goma [y, — Bo3pa3ua OeBYyIIKa C YIBIOKOM.

— ®s11 9p, y TeOs Bcerma ObIT OCTPHIN I'JIa3, HeYKeIu Thl He BUAUIIL? DTOT MapeHb MPAaKTUYeCKu He
TI0JIb30BaJICSl BHYTPEHHeH sHeprueit. OH cpaxasics, mojarasch JIULIIL Ha TPy0yIo CUY, U C JIETKOCTHIO
pacmpaBuiICs C MacTepaMu, JOCTUTIIINMYU COBEPIIEHHOT0 YPoBHS cdeptl [1ynbca! [TpeacTaBnsens,
HACKOJIbKO CHJIeH OH Ha caMoM fene? K ToMy XKe, ero ypoBeHb KyJIbTUBALMH, II0X0XKe, HE TaK BHICOK.
Iymato, naxe Te pebsrta u3 goma [y, KOTOPHIX CIIelMaabHO CKPBIBAIOT, HE CMOTJIM Obl CPDAaBHUTHCS C
HUM, — C HHTEPECOM IIPOU3HEC CTApPHUK.

— IToxoxe, MHe ellle MHOTOMY HYKHO Hay4uThCs y TebOs, memylka, — yIbIOHYIach neBylka. Kormga
OHa y7bei0arnacs, ee 6eTocHeXKHEIe 3yObl CBEpKasK Ha (poHe cMyTJIoN Koxu. OHa MocMOTpesa Ha
CTapuKa ¥ CIPOCHUJa, — JeOyIlKa, Thl TaK BEICOKO OIEHWJI 3TOT0 Manbuuiiky. Heyxenu y Tebs Ha
HETro KaKue-TO IJIaHH?

— Kakwe maHbl MOTYT OBITh ¥ CTapuKa, KOTOPHIM OJHOM HOTOM B Moruie? JX, XKajlb, YTO OH CJIUIITKOM
MoJiof. Bein OvI OH mocTapiie, st 661 oTHasn Tebs 3a Hero 3aMyX. Torfa oH cTtan Obl YaCThIO Halllen
Cempbu Ce, 1, BOSMOKHO, CMOT OBl TOMOYb HaM IIPOTUBOCTOATE oMy [y, — CO B3[MOXOM IIPOKU3HEC
CTapuK, — 0010Ch, eCclii MBI Oy[IeM U Hasblile ToJlaraThCs Ha HalIuX 0e3[IeIbHUKOB, TO JIET Yepes
necsatb CeMbsi Ce okaxeTcd mop nsatou y oma [ly.

— Henymka! Tl omgTh HAJO MHOU cMeelbcs! S xKe roBopuiia, UYTO He BEIUAY 3aMyX U Oymy
3aboTuThCs 0 Tebe OO KOHIlAa TBOUX AHEN! — paccMesnach AeBylIKa. B IpuCyTCTBUYU CTapuka OHa
Ka3aJiack 6e33aluTHOM U XPYIKoi. Eciiu Obl He TeMHas KOXKa M BECHYIIKH, TO €€ MOXKHO OBIJIO OB
Ha3BaTh KpaCaBULIEH.

— He rosopu rnynocreii! [leBylIKe Hy>KHO BEIXOAUTH 3aMyK. KoMy Thl Hy2KHa, KpOMe MeHS,
CcTapuka? — IIPOU3HeC CTapUK.



— JlagHo-1MafiHoO, MedyIlKa, MOIUTH B ropofd. Hameoch, TOT, KOTO ThI MIEIIh, 3IeCh. A TO MbI 3ps
IIpofIeJiaiv BECh 3TOT IyTh, — MIPOU3HECIIa AeBYIIKa.

— Jlaxe ecnu OH 3[EeCh, 9TO ellle HU4Yero He 3Ha4YUT. Bce 3aBUCUT OT ero HacTpoeHus. Ecnu oH He B
Iyxe, TO HaM C HUM He BCTPETUTHCH... — OTBETUJ CTapUK.

T'opon Témuoro Jleca Gbis1 HEGOMBIIUM FOPOAKOM, PACIIONOXKEHHHIM B T1TybrHe TéMHoro yeca. Y xoTs
€ro Ha3bIBaJId TOPOIOM, OH ORI He 00JIbIlle 0OOBLIYHOM IePEeBHH.

['oBOpAT, YTO MHOTO JIeT Ha3af Ha MecTe ropona TéMHoro Jleca CTOsJI0 BCET0 HECKOIBKO
IIePEeBSTHHBIX XMKUH, B OOHON U3 KOTOPHIX IIPOiaBasiv €y, a B APyroi - BuHO. Ho co BpeMeHeM
JKeJaloluX 0CTaHOBUTHLCS 3[[€Ch Ha HOYJIET CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe 0OJIbIle, ¥ TOCTENIEHHO 3[eCh
TIOSIBUJINCH JIaBKHY, ITOCTOSLJIBIE IBOPHI U Jaxke MyOJIMYHbEIEe JOMa.
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