¢ ToCTIeIHO OTIIPSIHYIa OT Mapliiaia, MIPUKPLIBAst TPYOb 00euMu pyKaMu. X0TeoCh OB CKPHITh He
TOJIBKO T'PYIb, HO 3TO GBIII0 HEBO3MOKHO.

[ToBepHYBUIUCH, I PBaHy/Ia U3 KOMHATH, COBEPIIEHHO 00HAXKEHHAS, U CTOJIKHYJIACh B IBEPSIX C
OexaBIIMM MHe HaBCcTpeuy CaliMOHOM.

['ma3a CaiMOHa OKPYTIUJIACH OT YOUBJIEHUS, U OH 3aKpHyall.
BeTepuHap, CTOSIBIINYU PSAIOM, BCTPETHUIICS CO MHOM B3TJISIHOM, IOKPACHEN U Pe3K0 OTBEPHYJICS.

He BBIIEP2KAaB, 1 BEPHYJIaCh B KOMHATY, HO,'[[6G}K8.J'[8. K OKHY U CIIPATaNIAaCh 3a TAXKEJIBIMHA HITOPAMHU.

- I-rocnopgus, II-IlTudoH... KTo 9Ta ronas xeHIMHA? ~-HEYBEePEHHO CIIPOCUJI BETEPHHAD, AepXKa B
OIHOM PyKe YepHHIN KOXKaHBIM MOPT(eEb, ¥ OCTOPOKHO BOILIEN B KOMHATy. CaliMOH, 3aKPHIB OIUH
r71a3 PyKoW, IepKaJscs 3a I05IC BeTeprHapa.

- He Bonuyi#iTecs o llIudon... E€ 3meck HeT, BCE B mopsigke. [IpocTuTe 3a TO, YTO BHE3AITHO BHI3BA
BacC, HO BBl MOXeTe UTH, -CKa3aJl Mapluail.

BeTepHHap HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MOPIrHyJ, a 3aTeéM 6p0CI/IJ'I B3I/I4[ Ha MeHs. [locrie 3TOro oH HEJI0OBKO
ImepeMeCcTHrI B3rndng ¢ MEHs Ha MapIllajia 1 O6paTHO, CJIOBHO H€ Be€PA CBOUM I'Jla3aM.

CTeIgsch [0 TIYyOUHE AYIIH, S YKyTanach B IMITOPY elné cunbHee. Kakoe yHUXKeHMEe - OBITh YBUIEHHOM
IIOJIHOCTBIO0 OOHAXKEHHOM!

[Toxoxe, BeTepuHap ybequn cebsi, 4T0 MeHS 3[IeCh HET, U OCMOTPEJI KOMHATY, YTOO yOeOUThCS B
orcytcTuu Iudos.

Korga on ygoctosepuics, 4uto [IudoH neiiCTBUTENBHO HET, OH HEYKJITIOXKE IOKITOHMUIICS.

- B TakoM ciyd4ae, 51 yX0XKy. EC¥ 4TO-TO CITyYUTCS, HE CTECHSIUTECHh 00PATUTHLCS, - CKa3asl OH |
HATIPABUJICS K BEIXOMY.

Mapman TMMOOHAI PYKY, 2KECTOM OCTAaHOBUB €rO0.



- TTomoxmu. CaliMOH, TPUHECH XKEeHCKYIO 0fIeXKOy KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee.

- Ia! - CaiiMOH BMeCTe C BeTepUHAPOM ITOCIEIIHO BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Korpma mBepb THXO 3aKphIJIach, MapIilai MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE, 3aCTaBUB MOE CEPJLIE CXKATHCS OT
cTpaxa.

- 4 ceityac TPES3B. U ato He oOMaH 3PEeHus, - CKa3aml OH.

A, BOT OHO 4TO...

HaxkoHeI s TTIOHSIA, YTO IIPOMCXOOUT. Temeps s 0Co3Haa, ToYeMy Buepa Mapiia Bes cebs Tak
CTPaHHO.

Korpa st monoxumia KpUCTaI B POT IPOIIION HOYBIO, 5, IOJIKHO ObITh, BDEMEHHO BEPHYJIACH K
Yyesi0Be4ecKoMy 001Ky Mapuu. A 3aTeM, KOT[a OH HEC MeHSs, s CHOBa IIpeBpaTUIach B KOIIKY.

Kpenko cxaB LITOPY U BEICYHYB TOJIOBY, S 3aTOBOPHUJIA C MaplanaoM, yoexnas cebsi, 4TO BEIIUIIA
KPUCTAJUI UMEHHO [JIS 9TOTO.

- 41 - Mapu u3 moMa BUKOHTOB... M0osT MJTafiliiasi CecTpa HaJIoXKuJla Ha MeHs 3aK/IMHaHUe, U 5
IIpeBpaTUiIach B KOIIKY.

- He MoxeT ObITh... S GBI yBepeH, uTo ThI Obina [IudoH...

Mapman CXBATHUJICA 3a I'OJIOBY, HE B CHJIaX IIOBEPUTH B IIPONUCXOOAIIEE.

- Kak Takoe BO3M0OXKHO? TBOSI cecTpa HaJloXKuja 3aK/IMHaHUE?

- Mos mMadexa - TOTOMOK OpeBHEro uMmeparopa. Buepa 9MesnaliH faja MHE KPUCTAI, KOTOPBIM
paspylraet 3aknsaTie. Bcé aTo Giaromapsi BaM, Mapuial.



Mapman CMOTPeEJI Ha MeH{, HEe TOBOPs HU CJIOBA, IIBITAACh OCMEBICIIUTE YCIIBIIITaHHOE. Hakonemn, mocne
OJOJITOT0 MOJIYaHNWA, OH MEOJIEHHO MOPIrHYJI X CKa3aJl:

- 3HauuT, Mapu, KOTOpYIO S KCKaJll, BCE 3TO BpeMs Oblsia 37eck... B o0nuke Iudon?

- Oa, aTo Tak. [IpocTu, 4TO BaM MPHUIIIIOCH MPOAeIaTh 0€CCMBICTIEHHBIM ITOMCKH.

Mapman nobefHesN, a 3aTeM ero 1eKy BAPYT mopo3oBeu. OH HEPBHO MOTSHYJICS K II0SICY ¥ Haval
YacTO MOPTarTk.

Bo3M0XkHO, OH BCIIOMHMII, KakK cuibHO OasmoBast IlludoH, He 3Hass, 9TO 3TO OblIa 1. MBICTTH 00 9TOM
3aCTaBUJIA MEHS IOKPACHETh.

- IToueMy THI He cKa3ajia MHE 00 3TOM? - C JIETKUM YIIPEKOM CIIPOCHJI OH.
- 4 He mMorna. MeHs HUKTO He IIOHKMMAJI, KPOMe TOCIIOKKA IMeJalH...

- Tl IpaBa, 9TO TakK.

Mapiiran mokayasn IoJIoOBOM M CHOBA CXBAaTHJICS 3a HeE.

- HeBeposTHO. { u IpencTaBUThL HE MOT, UTO TaKO€ CITYYUTCS... 51, MOMIKHO OBITH, IEPETHYII HaJIKy C
[Iudow... To ecTh ¢ TOOOM."

- He BOHHyfITer. A BOCIIPHHKUMaAIO 3TO KaK OEeUCTBUS 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K KOIIIKE, 1 MHE 3TO HUCKOJIBKO
He MeIlaJIo, -PeIIniiacCh A IIPU3HaAThCA.

Mapiman nokpacHes go yIIeu.



OH B3TJISHYJI HA MEHS, ero I'JIa3a CKOJIb3HY/IH 110 MOEeMY JIMIY ¥ IIJIeYaM, BHICTYIIAOIKUM H3-3a
IITOPHI, ¥, TOX0XKE, eMy OBITI0 TPYAHO mogoOpaTh CIIOBa.

- Tel cunbHO mOXyHena...

¢l BHE3aITHO 0CO3HAsA, YTO OH IIPaB, ¥ IPOBEJIa PYKOU M0 CBOEMY XKHUBOTY ¥ OOKaM.

"Huuero...! Bcé numHee ucuyesno!"

4 mocmoTpesia Ha CBOE TEJO, BCE €lll€ IPUKPBITOE IITOPOH, TOpaXkKEeHHAs U3MEHEHUSIMH.

- Bo3MO0KHO, TOTOMY YTO S TIOYTU HUYETO He eJla IocjiefHee BpeMs! - mpoOopMoTasa s, BCIIOMUHas
KOPM [IJI5T KOIIIEK, KOTOPHIM MHe maBaau. OCO3HaB, UTO CKa3ajla HeUTO HeYMEeCTHOE, 5 TOMHIa
B3TJISA.

- O, HeT, g He 9T0 uMeJsa B BuAy! Bl Obliv 04eHb JOOPH! KO MHE, Mapinaj! f mpocTo roBopio, 4To 1o
CPaBHEHUIO C YEeIOBEUYECKOU €[I0H... - TIOMBITAJIach I UCIIPAaBUTHCS.

Mapiuan Beceao pacCMesiics.
B 9TOT MOMEHT B [IBEPh TUXO ITOCTyYallH.

CaiiMOH, IOJKHO OBITE, BepHYJIcs. [Iepen TeM, KaK Mapiajl OTKPBIT OBEPD, I He Bhiepxkala U
3aroBopua.

- He ye3xaiite B ctonuiy. [ToxkamyiicTa, He OTIIPaBISUTECh Ha OCTPOB ['0po... { X04y yBUAETH Balll
YalHBIA CEPBU3.



Mapias 0CTaHOBUIICS IIepef ABePhi0 U MEeJIEHHO 00epHYIICS.

- Ecnmu OB 3TO MOTJIO CTATh MPUYUHOM IJI OTKa3a OT KOMaHIUPOBKH...

OH cKasaJ 3T0 HeMHOI'0 C TPYCThIO U MOTSAHYJICS K JBEPHOU pyUKe.

4 Kpemye cxKaja IITOPY, PEIIUB, YTO €CJIU 5T He OCTAHOBIIIO €r0 cenyac, To Oymy coxaneTs 06 3TOM
BCIO JXU3Hb.

9TO mpenIokeHne eIe B cue?

- Map1an, moxanyucra, 2KEHUTeCh Ha MHe!

Pyka Mapirana, yKe KacaBIlasics IBEPHOM PY4YKH, 3acCThlla Ha MecTe. OH clieTKa HaKJIOHUJTI TOJIOBY.

- YTo TH CKa3aja?

- OMenavH u 51 00beTUHUM YCUIUS, YTOOB PACKPBLITh TEMHBIE TaWHBI, OCTaBJIEHHBIE TPEBHUM
uMIepaTopoM. KopoJb, MOTKHO GBITH, TO3BOJIMT BaM OCTAThCs. M ecnu BH OymeTe TOTOBUTHCS K
cBagnoe...

Mapiraj 0CTOPOXKHO IOIOIIET OHKe.

- Mapwus, T Befib O0siach MeHs, He Tak mu? B 4allHOM THI HHOTTIa CMOTpeJia Ha MEeHS C yKaCoM.



¢ He Moryia oTpuUuaTh 9T0. [IeHCTBUTENIbHO, 5T u30erasa ero, CYnTasi ero OIaCHEIM YeJIOBEKOM.
Heyzxenu mMapian 3Han 00 3ToM?

Mapman OCTAHOBHIJICSA Y OKHA U I1€49dJIbHO B3JOXHYII.

- Ecnu THI x04ems oT6marogapuTh 3a fobpoty, okalauuyio [ludoH, To HE CTOUT.

- Her, 270 He Tak! 310 uyBcTBa u llludoH, u Mapu.

4 coemanma HECKOJIBKO IIaroB HaBCTPEe4Yy Mapuiany, 00HSIB €TI0 BMECTE C I.TITOpOfI.

- Mapuuar, s Bufesa, KakuM Bhl MOXKeTe ObITh. B COBCEM He TaKOM CTpAllHbINA, KAKUM Ka3aluchk. 5
X04y, 4YTOOBI BBl OCTAJIUCh 3[ECh.

4 oTyassHHO OOHSIIA €ro, MBITasdACh OXBATUTh PYKaMu €ro CIInHY.

Panbine st OBl HM 3@ YTO He PeNIruiiach Ha 3TO, HO IHY, IPOBEOEHHEIE ¢ MapInanoM B oonuke [Iudox,
M3MEHUIIU MOE BOCIIPUSITHE.

Mapman MATKO TIOJIOKHUII PYKU Ha MOU OPOXKalllue IJIeYn.

- Crmacu6o... Ho, moxanyiicta, CHa4asia OoeHbCs.

4 Ovlna Tak CMYIII€Ha, 9YTO HE CMOTI'TIa OTBETHUTL.
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