CrmycTs IOYTH MUHYTY XOObOBI 3peHNE CTAJI0 MEHEE PA3MBITHIM, U ST YBUOEII, UYTO MBI OBUKEMCS BHU3
10 CKJIOHY K TOMY, YTO, KaK I MOJIUJICSI, MOTJIO OBITh HAIlMM COOCTBEHHEBIM jarepeM. f He MOTr OHITh
yBEPEH, TyMaH OBIJT HACTOJILKO I'YCTHIM, YTO S €[[Ba MOT Pa3rjIsieTh HECKOIBKO METPOB BIepenu. 5
BCe elnle Oblyta He B cebe, HO y3HaJIa royjoca gpy3el psimoM co MHOM: [leHHa ITaKajla U OTYasiHHO
Kpruasna, a Meppu npocuia Hac 3aMOT4arTh.

9T0 BCce paBHO OBl He MOMOTJI0. Kak TONBKO OHA 3TO CKa3aJia, Mbl YCIIBIIIAN PhIYaHKe, Pa3/iaBlIeecs
HeflaJIeKo mo3aau Hac. HeT, momoXkauTe, PHIK - 3TO HE TO, UTO HYyXHO. [IpencraBpTe cebe 3BYK, C
KOTOPEIM KTO-TO 6POCAeT B U3MENIbUUTENIh CBEXKEE MSICO, CTEKJIO ¥ IePeBO, U BH MOIYUYUTE HEYTO
6IM3K0e K TOMY, YTO M3[aBaJia 9Ta ITyKa. Y MEHS OT 3TOTO 3BYKa BEHEI IIPEBPATHIIUCH B KPOBABHIH
nen.

MbI HEOCO3HAHHO OCTAHOBUIIUCH, YCIIBIIIAB 3BYK, U ABYX CEKYHI XBATHUIIO, YTOOKI OH [I0 HAC m0o06pasics.
OHO BBICKOYMJIO U3 TyMaHa 3a OfIHUM U3 [IePEeBLEB, IPU3EMIIUIIOCH C BOIIJIEM 0O0JIM U MPOTSHYIIO KO
MHE OJHY M3 CBOUX [IMHHEIX, TIOX0XKHUX Ha KOMbS PYK.

YT0-TO Bpe3asnoch B Hee Ipexkae, YeM OHa yCIiejia MPOH3UTh MEeHs, ¥ He IIPOIIJIO ¥ CEeKYHIbI, KaK
TBapb BCKPUKHYIa 0T 007u. [IocMOTpeB Ha TO, YTO MOTJIO OBITH €TI0 3alSICTHEM, ST YBUEI [IBbIM,
BBIXOMSIIIUY U3 ITOpe3a, U MeppH, CTOSIIYIO PSAIOM CO MHOMU U fepXKallyio HoXK o0enumu pykamu. OHa
Oblyia BCA B I'PSI3U U MIPOMOKIIAS A0 KOCTEH, a ee JIUI0 NIPefiCTaBIsAI0 CO00M yKaCHYI0 MacCKy SPOCTH.

4 yBUpen, Kak B ee r'a3axX Ha MTHOBEHME MeJIbKHYJIa HafgexX/a, HO TIOTOM 3TO CITy4mioch. PaHa Ha
PyKe 9TOM TBapH 3aTSHYJIach B CYMTaHHBIE CEKYH[IbI, ¥ OHA CTajla KaK HOBEHbKAs U CMOTIJIa CTOSITh. S
BIIEPBHIE YBUMEN, KaK MeppH B cTpaxe chefiajia IIar Ha3af.

IleHHa, K coxaJeHu1o, Obiyia 6/11Ke BCexX K Hel. 3a TO BpeMsi, UTO HaM IoTpeOoBasioch, YTOOL!
OIIPaBUTHCS OT III0OKA, OHA CHOBA CHeJlaja BHIIA[ BIepeq, 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 ee KOHEYHOCTh IoMasa B
nenb. OHa... OHa [IPOIIa HACKBO3b, TaK XKe IJIaBHO, KaK HOX 10 OyMaxHou candeTke. I He
yCTIBIIIAN 3ByKa M3-3a NOoXKAA. f maxke He ycIell 0CO3HaTh, YTO IIPOM30IIIIO, ITI0Ka He YCIIBIIal, Kak
Meppu 3akpuyana Tak IPOMKO, YTO, HaBEpPHOE, ITOBPELXIa ropo.

Ho JenHa He 3akpuyana. OHa IPOCTO CMOTpPeEJIa Ha OCTPHIM KpPal B JKMUBOTE ¥ OTKPHIIA POT, YTOORI
YTO-TO CKa3aThk. M3 ee pTa BEIPBAJICS JIUIIL 3aXJ1eObIBAIOIIMICS 3BYK, @ 3aTEM €€ TeJI0 00MSKIIO.

CoycTtst cekyHay Meppu oKa3aiach Hafl CyIIecTBOM. [J0JIKHO OBITh, OHa 3acTajla ero BPAacIiox,
IIOTOMY YTO CHadajla OHO HMKaK He 0TpearupoBaso. OHa BorHala HOX IPSIMO MeXAYy I'/1a3, ¥ TojioBa
TBapHU MPOCTO... paciasnach, Kak KpoBaBhIi kM. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYH] OHAa BOCCTAaHOBUIIACh, U
Meppu cHOBa IpUHSIACh 3a fesio. OHa K0joJjia U KOJIojIa W30 BCeX CHJI, Kphya BO BCIO MOIIIb CBOUX
nerkux. PsmoM ¢ Hel U Iepeno MHOM JTUIIOM BHU3 fexana [lenHa. JIy»Ka KpoBu Mo Hel Oblla CMBITa
MOKIEM.

He 3Har0, Korma s 9TO COeflaa ¥ YTO 3aCTABUJIO MOE TeJI0 IBUTAThCS, HO S CXBaTUII Meppu 3a
BOPOTHMK PyOAllKy ¥ MOTSHYN ee Ha3af. CHavyasa OHa BRITJISAENA TakK, CJIOBHO cobupanach yoapuTh
MEHS HO2KOM, HO YTO-TO B MOEM BBIPAXKEHUHU JIUIIA, MOIKHO ObITh, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMIIO ee. 1
mylaKasa, Kpryasa, YTO HaM HyKHO 6exXaTh, U4TO 5 He X04y yMHUpaTh. 4 Bce elre Oblla B IIIOKE U He [0



KOHIIa 0CO3HaJja TOT (HakT, YTO PSAAOM CO MHOM MePTB MOY JTy4IIUW APYT. Mol pa3yM OTKa3bIBajCs
IPUHUMATh 3TO, I0O3TOMY OH ITOXOPOHHUJI 3TOT (HaKT Tak INTy00KO0, KaK TOIBKO MOT, U IIepeBesl MeHs Ha
aBTONUJIOT. ENUHCTBEHHOE, Yero f XOTeJa, - 9TO BBIXKUTh.

Orramuts Meppu ObLI0 HETIETKO, HO OHA, JOJKHO ObITh, IIOHMMAJIa, YTO TEJIO CyIlecTBa OymeT
TIPOHOIKATh TpaHCHOPMUPOBATLCSA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MHE yaioCh MONHSTEL €€ Ha HOTH, ¥ MBI CHOBa
HayaJu CIyCKaThCs 10 CKJIOHY.

[To rmoruxke Belen, Mbl JOJIXKHEL ObIIN O6eKaTh He MeHee MSATHAAIaTA MUHYT, HO S TOYTH HUYETO He
TIOMHIO0. BBIIM TONTBKO PEIYaHKE TBAPH I03agy HaC, IIOCTOSIHHO IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUY TyMaH ¥ CMyTHast
HaJeXkMa, YTO MBI BEIOEPEMCST KUBLIMH.

TyMmaH cTan ryCcTeIM, Kak [bIM, U 5 IIOHSJI, YTO MBI HallpaBJIsieMCs K ero LeHTPY, K TOMY, 4TO eTo
u3Bepraet. Yto OBl 3TO HU ObIJI0, OHO HE MOTJIO OBIThH Xy2Ke TOTO, C YeM MEI CTOJIKHYIUCh. MHe OBl
XOTeJIOCh TaK AyMaTh.

ME&I OBLTH MEHee YeM B OBYXCTaX MeTpax OT Hallleld XWUKUHEBI, KOTa YBUOEJIN IIOKEMOHA: B
HECKOJIbKHX MeTpPaX CIIPaBa OT HaC, MeXIOYy OABYMA NEePEBbIAMU. f 3aMeTus ero TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 4YTO OH
CBETHJICSA PO30OBEIM U ITaPHUII B BO3OYyXeE. ¢ He ocTaHABIMBAJICS, YTOORI IIOCMOTPETE Ha HETO0, U, MOZKHO
CKa3aTh, €[1Bd YJIOBHUIJI €TI0 B3TJIA, HO A IIOMHIO €TI0 OTYETJIMBO M II0 Ceil IeHb.

CHauana OHO HallOMHUIIO MHe crsilero ®aHmu, XoTsa KoxkKa 3TUX ITIOKEeMOHOB He Obljla IMypIypHO-
P030BO¥ 1 OHU He napuiid. OH ObLJI CBEPHYT MOYTH... IOUTH KaK 3apOofbIil. YepT, UMEeHHO TakK OH U
BBITJISAZIEJ], BIUIOTh [0 IyJIbCUPYIOIIEN IIJIOTH U MaJeHbKOTo pa3Mepa. Hap rina3amMu u X000TKOM Y
Hero ObIJI0 HeOOJIbIIIOe 0TBEPCTHE, U3 KOTOPOTO BRIXOAUIT TyMaH. Kaxk bl pas, KOrga OHO 9TO Aejao,
s CIIBILIAJI My3BbIKaJIbHBIY 3BYK, IIOX0KHWU Ha Map, BRIXOASALIUYN U3 YalHUKA.

BrIrnsigeno 3To... MUPHO. f He ycIes TOIKOM OLIeHUTh ero, Kak Meppu noTaliuia MeHs 3a co0oi, 1
MbI OexKay, IToKa He mo0paiuch N0 XUKUHEI, a TIOTOM ¥ 10 MaIllMHEL.

«Kak THI flyMaellb, 3TOT IIOKEMOH BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO IIPOU30ILIIO? 3a TO, YTO OH IIPUBEI 3TO
CYILIECTBO B PEaJIbHOCTH?»

[la XpeH ero 3HaeT, eC/ii X04elllb 3HaTh, CIIPOCH ¥ T€X, KTO pacciaenoBa Halle aesno. O, IOgoXKau...
THL HE MOXKeIb! ITH 3aCpaHIE TaK ¥ He JOBENH OeI0 A0 KoHIa!

M&I ¢ Meppu 4yioM BEIOpaIuCh, ¥ 3HAETE, UTO CIYYUIIOCH, KOTTIa MEl oOpanuch A0 MallIkHbL 1
yexanu? Xotute, O1s0b, IIOCIIOPUM, YTO CHEJalN BJIAaCTH, KOT{Ia Mbl 00BSICHUIIN, YTO MTPOU30IIII0?
Korpa Hac 3acTaBuiIy B fleTaldx ONKUCaTh, KaK MBI BUMEJIM HAIlero Apyra, 3aK0JIOTOr0 y Hac Ha
riaa3ax?

«Cornacho MOEMY HCCIJIEJOBAHUIO, PaCClIeJOBaHNE OBLIIO 3aKpPBITO M3-34d...»



OHu, O71sIb, TPOUTHOPHPOBaK ero! KoHeyHo, OHM IT0eXajiid II0OCMOTPETh ¥ IMoo0eInany HaM HaluTH
Teso JleHHE. HO OHM Tak U He BEPHYJIU ero, He HalllIM HY JPYTOoro Teja, HU IMSITeH KPOBH, HUYEeTo.
Onu He cTanu OECIIOKOUTHCS HU O CTPAHHOU XUKHUHE, HU 00 03epe, HU 0 PO30BOM ITOKEMOHE.

Ila u ¢ Kkakou ctatu? Bce 3Hanu, 4To j1eTo B jiecy nmop Oykcuen 1 Buctepuen onacHoO: TaM HEPEIKO
norubany 0Oy, ChefeHHbe TUKUMU ToOKeMOHaMu. KoHeyHo, oHU OyayT n3o0paxaTth yOUBIIEeHUE U
3a60Ty, HO 3a4yeM UM OOBICKMBAThH 9TO OTPOMHOE MeCTO B ITOUCKax yIuK? Benob Hac yOuI He YeJoBeK,
Y OHU 3aBEePUJIM HAC, YTO TO, UTO MHI BULeNH, ObLIO He Gojiee YeM MECTHHIM ITOKEMOHOM, a Halllxd
WICIIyTaHHbLIe YMBL IPUHSJIN €70 3a TOT0, KeM OH He ObLII.

MBbI HBYEero He MOTJIH MTOfie/IaTh, TO3TOMY IPHUIIIOCE CMUPUTHCS. ¢ OB BEIHYKOEH MOUTH Ha
TIOXOPOHHI [IeHHEI, 3HasT, YTO BCe CUMTAIOT HAaC BUHOBHLIMU B ee Ccynb0e, a 4epe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMs
maxke Meppwu IpHiiia K 3TOM MEICITH.

¢ He Bupen ee mBa ropa. [ToHayasny oHa MBITAIach BeCTH ce0s Tak, OyATO HUYEr0 He IPOU3OIILIO,
HO... MBI XKHUJIU B PA3HBIX TOPOJaX, KOTla YYUIIUCh B KOJIJIe[IZKe, ¥ OHA, MOIKHO OBITh, CJIOKUIIA [IBA U
IBa. OTO s BUHOBAT B TOM, 4UTO [leHHa morubia; 3TOT MOHCTP ObI MOMM MOHCTPOM. Eciu OBl HE MO
KOIIIMapkl, OHA MorJia Okl OBITH JKMBa M Cceldac, CUOS Iepeno MHOM, a He... THI.

[4 YXKe C06I/IpaI-OCI: 3aBEPUTH €€, YTO OHAd HE BUHOBATA, KaK BAPYI 3aMe4dal0o THEB B €€ I'Jla3aX. A
YBEPEH, 4YTO OHA BEHIIIJIECHYJIA OBl CBOM CTaKaH BOOBI MHE B JIMIIO, €CJIN OBl 5 TaK HOCTyT[I/IJ'I].

XoTuTe 3HaTh, UTO CMeIIHO? XOTUTE 3HATh, IoueMy paboTa Meppu He Oblna cheflaHa 3a rof 10
atoro? O4yeBUAHO, MPEALITYIINM JIETOM B 3TOM YaCTU TOP BEJIUCh KaKKe-TO CTPOUTEINIbHEIE PaboTH. B
ceTH He OBIIO HUKAKOM MHGOPMAIIMK O TOM, YTO KMEHHO OBIIIO ITIOCTPOEHO U KTO IUIATUIT PAa00YUM.
Bce, 4TO 51 CMOT BBISICHUTD, - 9TO TO, UTO TEPPUTOPHS OBbIJIa OrpaHUYeHa U Ty[a He ITyCKaIu HUKOTO C
IIOJTHOMOYMSMHU MEHbIIIe, YeM Y PYKOBOJUTENIS CIIOPT3aa.

3acTaBseT 3aiyMaThCs, He Tak JIu?

[ cmabo kuBHYI. XuxXuHa, 9M0OIeMa IMUIIMHUY Ha 00Ky ¥ TaUHCTBEHHAs IBEPb BHYTPH. f MOIyYUIT
IIOfICKAa3Ky, 3a KOTOPOU IpHUILen].

«MoxeT 6BITI:>, BEI XOTHUTE YIIOMAHYTH 9YTO-TO eme?»

q OyMalO, 4YTO Y ME€HS HaYUHAEeTCA MUTPEHDb, X TOPIIO 00UT OT TOT'0, 9TO s TaK MHOI'O I'OBOPIO.
EouHCTBEHHOE, 4ero g ceryac Xouy, - YTOOKI BEI Yy, ¥ s CMOT'JIa IIOECTh U TIOCIIATh.

«41... morumaro. Crmacu6o 3a WHTEPBRIO, U 4 OYE€Hb COXKaJI€l0 O TOM, YTO CIIYYHUJIOCE C BaMH U BalllMMHU
OPY3bAMU».

[OHa CMOTPHUT Ha MEeHs HEeCKOJIbKO CEKYH], BEPOATHO, IIEITASACh IIOHATH, UCKPEHEH JIX 4. KaxeTcs,
OHa IIOHMMAET, YTO [a, ¥ B ee Ijla3aX BCIHEIXUBAET T'HEB].



HUpu B XKo1y.
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