[Ke#iT 3aMeTHO ep3aeT. XOTs OHA IIHITAETCS 9TO CKPHITh, S YYBCTBYIO, YTO €€ JbIXaHWe CTAHOBUTCS
BCe 60Jiee MOBEPXHOCTHHIM].

MEI MOXKeM... HEMHOTO OTOIBUHYTH 9T0? IIpOCTUTE, €CNU g UCKazKal CMEICII KCTOPUY UK YTO-TO
elle, HoO MHe Obl 0YeHb XOTEJIOCh IOKOHYUTD C 3TUM. § AyMalo, y MeHS HauuHaeT 00JIeTh T0JI0Ba.
JaBHO 5 TaK MHOT'O HE TOBOPHIL

«KoHeuHO. B BCe IIPOBENIM TaM HOYb?»

Bo BCSIKOM criydae, MBITATUCh. B TOT Beuep pa3roBop He 3alles Jajaeko. Ml JoJIT0 pacCyXKaaiu O
TOM, YTO MOXKET IMPEeNCTaBIATh COO0M aHTap, HO OBITIO SICHO, YTO [leHHa - €QUHCTBEHHAS, KTO
IEeHCTBUTEILHO XOUeT 00 9TOM TOBOPHUTE. S HEPBHUYAI U 60s7ICs. BriepBhie B XKU3HM 51 OBLT pap
BO3MOXKHOCTH ITOCIIATh, IIYCTh faxke Ha OETOHHOM IIOJTY.

Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MBI ITOTYIIUJIA CBEYHY U JIETTIM TPEYTOJIbHUKOM - Ha BCIKUU ciy4au. Meppu
cTapanach OBITh HE3aMETHOM, HO 5T BU[IeJI, KaK OHa JOCTaja U3 KapMaHa HOX U MOJI0KUIIA ero IO
nofayIKy. [JeHHa HEPBHO IIOIIEBeINIach, HO 3aCHYJa IepBoH. f OB IOCTIeTHUM.

CTyK mOX[s, Tafalollero Ha MeTaJlJIMYeCKyI0 KPHIITY, OBbIJT HaCTOIbKO IMTOCTOSSHHEIM, YTO ITOMOTaJI
MHe pacciabuthces. [Torpyxkasich B 6ecco3HaTeIbHOE COCTOSHUE, S Hadal 3alaBaThCs BOIIPOCAMU, Ha
peleHre KOTOPHIX Y MOEro pa3yMa He XBaTasio cujl. YTo 9To OblI0 3a MecTo? KakoBo ero
npegHa3HauyeHue? [ToueMy 37ech OBIJIO TaK TEIJIO ¥ YIOTHO, KOT{Ia IIeJl OXKab U Obljla cepeguHa
HOYU?

[TocnepHee, 4TO S 3aIIOMHUI rnepen TeM, KakK 3aCHYTh, - 3TO 3adllaX 9YeTro-TO CJIIagJKOI'0 ¥ PEe3KO0ro,
IIOX02KEeTro Ha AT0oOkl CUTPYCa.

«A KOIIIMAPEI B TY HOYb TOXKE HpI/IXOJII/IJ'[I/I?»

¢ He yBepeHa. {1 0 cux mMOp He 3Ha0, OBIIU M OHU BHI3BAHBEI MOMMM CHAMM, UJIM 3Ta IITYKa yXKe
OBlyIa Ime-To TaM H XjaJjla Hac.

«Kakas TBapb?»

Cy1mecTBo... 3 MOUX KOIIMapoB. fl He MOTy OHCaTh ero, He IOTOMY YTO 0OIOCh, @ IOTOMY 4TO He
3Halo, C yero HayaTh. OHa HUKOT[a He UMeJla PealbHbIX OUePTaHul, BCerga npsitanach B TEHH,
OCTaBJIAsI MEHS 3al0JIHATH IPOo0esLl CBOMM BooOpaxkeHueM. MHOTIa OHa MEHSJIach OT CHA K CHY, HO
Bcerpa Oblyla TaM, y U3HOXKbS MOeN KpoBaTu. CMOTpesia MyCTHIMU Tila3amMu. W xkpaara.

Cnepnyitolree, 4TO 5 IIOMHIO, - KaK Meppu IMHKOM OTIIPABIIsIeT MEHS CIaTh. f 3Hal0, YTO OHa IIPOCTO
X0TeJla HEMHOTO TIOIIEeBETUTh MEHSI HOTaMH, HO 5 yIlaja Ha JIUIO ¥ MMPOCHYJICS, OUIYIast BKYC IbITH U
rpsi3u. S IOOHSICS Ha HOTHM KaK MMPYKKWHA, BOCIIOMUHAHUS O CHe OBIIM ellle CBeXKHU B MO MaMsTH.



«OH He MOT OTKpHIThCA Clly4aiiHo, [leHHa!»

BO3pa3uia MeppH, yKa3biBas Ha JBepb, BedyIlyio HapyXKy. Ee OpoBu ObLIM CBEIEHBE BMECTE TaK
IIJIOTHO, YTO Ka3ajoch, OYATO OHA BCETO OfHA, U 5 IIOHSJI, YTO 9TO IPHU3HAK ONACHOCTH.

4 crpocun, B 4eM fesio, ¥ MHe OTBETHIIM, YTO Meppu HEMHOTO ITPOCHYJIACh U YBUAENA, YTO IBEPh
IPHUOTKPEITA. BCero Ha HECKOJIBKO CAHTHMETPOB, HO 3TO BCTPEBOKMIIO €€ HaCTOIbKO, YTO OHA
pa30ymuna Bcex. OHa CKa3ajia HaM, YTO [IBePb CIIUIIKOM TskKesasi, YTOOH BETeP MOT €€ OTKPHITh, U
YTO 3TO [OJIZKEH OBITH TMO0 YesIoBeK, Tu00 MOKEMOH, CIIOCOOHKIN OTKPHIBATh OBEPH.

«A BEL YTO ITOOyMaIu?»

¢ GBI He B TOM COCTOSIHUY, YTOOBI MHOTO JyMaThb, HAIlOJIOBUHY HaIlyraH ¥ HAIIOJIOBUHY CILJIIO, HO K30
BCEX CHJI IIBITAJICS IIPUAYMAaTh JIOTHYECKOe 00bsicCHEeHHEe. M0XKeT OBITh, 37[€Ch KTO-TO XKUJI, U €CITH OB
OHU BEPHYJIMCh HOUbIO U 00HAPYXKUIIU TPEX MOAPOCTKOB, CHAIINX HA IOJY... YTO OBl BHI CHEIaIu?
OcTraBaThCs CHapPyKH U XKOaTh? Pa3bynuTh UX U PUCKOBATh ObITH YOUTHIM? My moiiTu B OnuKaumui
TOPOJ ¥ IOIIPOCUTH MOMOIIY Y BIacTel? BucTtepus Haxomuaack He 60jiee 4eM B HECKOJIBKUX MUJISIX.

IeHHa cKa3aja, YTO 3TO, CKOpee BCEro, IPOCTO YOUIIA C TOIIOPOM, M ST 3aMETHJI, YTO OHA IIyTUT
JIMINb HATIOJIOBUHY. Meppu GPOCHIT Ha Hee B3TJISAMN U CKa3asl, YTO MEI IPUIEPKUBAEMCSI MO TEOPHUH.
¢ cripocu, 4YTO HaM Teleph [eNlaTh, TaK KakK CIaTh S TOYHO He cOOMpasIcs.

[Tocye HegONMTOro CIIOpa MBI PEINUIN Ha BCIKUY CIy4Yail BEPHYTHCS B XUXKUHY. M3-3a rpsA3u ¥ DoKX
IyTh Tyda 3aHsJ Obl KaK MEHUMYM BIBOE OOJIbIIIe BpEMEHHU, ¥ HaM IIPHIIIOCH ObI OBITH
OCTOPOXKHBIMH, UTOOHI HE YIIACTh U CIIy4alHO He cjioMaTh cebe mmer0. Ho Bce xKe MBI PEIniin, YTO 3TO
Jydlie, 4eM XKOaTh B XOJI0OHOM aHTape, MoKa KakKou-HuOyOb MapeHb MpUaeT U epepexkeT HaM ropiio
ocpeay HOYH.

«A BHI He OOSITHCH TIePeOoXIIaxKoeHusI?»

BrIno He Tak YK XOJIOMHO, ¥ Y Hac B KabuHe O6bn o6orpeBaTenu. K ToMy ke IIOKeMOHH OyayT
oCTeperaThCsl HalafgaTh Ha KOro-mubo, Tak 4To, T0Ka MBI T MeJJIEHHO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO, CAaMoe
Xy[IIee, 9TO MOTJIO CIIYYUTRCS, - 9TO IIPOMOKIIas ofexkaa. K coxaneHuio, MBI TaKxkKe [TOTePsieM MHBO,
HO ero OBIJIO ellle MHOTO.

Haiitu gonuHy C 9TOU CTOPOHBI OBIJI0 HECTIOKHO, XOTS UATH IIPHUIIIOCh MEJIEHHO, TaK KaK OHa IIjia B
TOpYy, a BOKPYT Oblita rpsi3b. HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO HAC OKPYKa/lu JEePEBbs, TOKIb He MPeKpalancs.
WM3-3a 3Toro ¢ oHapeM HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO YBUAETH O0JIbIIE HECKOIBKIX METPOB.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM UCK/TIOUeHHeM OblJT TyMaH: OH ObLI BOKPYT Hac, TyCTeJI Ilepell HaMu U pefes mo3anu.
4 uaKroT, YTO HE IMMOHKUMAJI, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUT, - YEPT, OH HJaxKe Iax JIMMOHAMU. MHI IIJIK JajbIle, U
maxe CKBO3b IIyM [OXK/IS 5 CIIbIIIAN JbIXaHUE CBOUX APY3eH PsimoM co MHOM. OHU ObLIM CKOBAaHHEI, X
PYKHU TPSICITUCH, ¥ HE U3-3a XOJIOfa.



MEI BIIepBhHIe YBUMEIM WX, KOTMa IePeBaIniId Yepes3 X0JIM U CIYCTHUIIUCEH B HONKHY. S He o0paTui Ha
HUX BHUMAHHUS ¥, BO3MOXKHO, TIPOIIe Okl MUMO, eCyiu Obl [[eHHa He ITOCBeTHU/Ia B BX CTOPOHY
dakemom. OHa crernaa 9To 6eCCO3HATENIbHO, OTTOJIKHYB ()OHApPh Ha CEKYH[Y, IPexkae YeM ee MO3T
3aperucTPUPOBAJI TO, YTO YBUMENHM I/la3a. 3aTeM, BCKPHKHYB, OHA CHOBA yKa3ajla Ha Hero. Mkl Bce
TIOBEPHYJIKCH B €T0 CTOPOHY.

Ha kparo 03epa jexkasl Ha CIIMHe MEPTBHIN MyKuKHa. Ero rina3a OblIM 3aKPHITH, @ JIULO BHITJISIEN0
TAKUM CIIOKOWHBIM, YTO MOXKHO OBLJIO IOOYMaTh, YTO OH CIIUT, ec/iu OBl He TOT (HakKT, YTO €ro IPydb
Oblyia pa3opBaHa Ha 4acTu. UTO-TO jIezkajlo Ha HeM, 3aphIBIINCH PHJIOM B €70 BHYTPEHHOCTH.

«39T0 OBLII IOKEMOH?»

Hert, o kpaiiHel Mepe TOT, KOTOPOT'O MBI BUAE/H y 03epa. CHavasa s gaxke He MOHSJI, YTO TaM eCTh
KaK0e-TO CYIIEeCTBO, TI0OKa OHO He 3aMeTHJIO Hac ¥ He TOTHSI0O Mopay. Hamr cBeT, kKa3aocs,
0TpazKa’scs OT ero Tena, KakK 4 OT aHTapa, ¥ [0 CHX IT0p 5 He YBepeH B ero TOYHOU GopMe.

4 3HAI0 TOJIBKO, YTO Y HEro OBIIIO YeThpe KOHEYHOCTH, ¥ OHU OBLIX CJIOKEHEH, KaK y CIMHapakKa.
OnHako, B OTJIMYMeE OT HUX, OHU OBUIM TOJICTHIMY, KaK 4eJIoBe4eCKue, ¥ TaKUMU XKe MSCUCTHIMU. Teso
OBLIO TOHKUM U CBHCAJIO HUXKe KojieH. Ha MecTe XKKBOTa 3usijia TpellrHa, a BHyTPU He OBIJI0O HUYETO,
KpPOMe TeHeu.

4 y3Han ero. 3To OGBIIO CYIIECTBO U3 MOUX KOIIIMapoOB.

«BrI cCka3anmy, 4TO HUKOT]a He BUMEJU €T0 PaHbIIIe M YTO OHO MHOTTa MeHsieT popMy. Kak BBl MOXKeTe
OBITH YBEPEHHI?»

I'nasa. Te ke camble, KOTOPHIE S BUAEN KaXOblM pa3, Koraa 3ackmar. [IycTora, rmy0rHa, TO, KaK OHU
Ka3aJIUCh ITIPOH3EHHBIMU TOPSIIUMY YTTISIMHU, TIOYTH CITUIIKOM I'TyOO0KUMHU, YTOOH MX YBUOETH. S
IIOMHIO MX TaK XOPOIIO, YTO MOTY MPeICTaBUTh UX Ceryac, Jaxke He 3aKphIBas rias.

OHo yBupeno Hac. Ero Teno cierka omycTUIoCh, Kak 3TO [leJlaloT HEKOTOphle XKHUBOTHEIE, KOTTIa
YyBCTBYIOT MIPUCYTCTBUE. Ha MTHOBEHME OHO BBITJISIAETIO OLIEJIOMIIEHHBIM, KaK 6yITO HEe MOTJIO
penumuTs, yoeraTb eMy WM HallacTh Ha HAc. f MOT OBl MOKJISICTHCS, YTO THINKHA B 3TOT MOMEHT

IJIUIIAch IeJIBIH Yac, Moka [leHHa He u3falia KpuK.

9T0 OBIN HE TOT KPUK, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO YCIIBIIIATH B (PUIbMaXxX y2KacoB, - BHICOKOYACTOTHHIN 1
GbanbUIMBeIiA. ITOT OBLI... MOIIHKIM. Ee TeI0 COOpPOrHyJiochk, KOrfia KpUK Iiepelles OT JIETKUX K rybawm,
1 9T0 OBIJIO TOX0XKe HYU Ha OOUH 3BYK, KOTOPHIYM g KOrga-nubo Cibllian paHblie. HaBepHoe, S HE
IIPUBHIK K 3ByKaM, KOTfla JIIONY KpUYaT, criacasi CBOI XKU3Hb.

[Ha ee rybax menbKkaeT ciabasi, cyxas ynbibka. Ee ria3a BHIBETIINE U BIAJble; 1 HUKOTAA He BUEI,
YTOOBI KTO-TO BBITJISIAE TAKUM YCTaJIBIM].



OHo 6exaso K HaM. Kak 0HO JBUTaIOCh... OHO OBIIO OBICTPEIM U CTPEMHUTENBHEIM, KaK apuagoc, HO
KaXX[Ibli pa3, KOIla ero HOr'M TOIAaIu M OTPHIBAJIUCh OT 3eMJIM, OHO M3[aBasio TOT BIAXKHBIN
BCACHIBAIOIIMY 3BYK, KOTOPHIH 51 y3HA U3 CHA B MaluHe. Temeps 3TO ObIJIO BTOPOE, XOTS ST He GBI B
TOM COCTOSIHUU AyXa, YTOOH laXKe IyMaTh 00 3TOM. YKac ellle He yCIes 3aKpacThCs B OyIIy, s ObLI
IIPOCTO B IIIOKE.

Bce n3MeHun0Ch, KOrma s yBUelN, KaK OHO MpuOIMKaeTcs KO MHe, CJIOBHO 3Hast, KTO ero co3mait. 9
B3OPOTHYJ ¥ U3[all 3BYK, KOTOPEIM He TOPAUIICS, U ymMep Obl, eciu Ob He MeppH.

OHa pepHyJia MOIO PYKYy B CTOPOHY C CHJIOH, JOCTATOYHOM, YTOOH! BRIBUXHYThH ee. He TO YTOOHI g
JKaJioBaJICs, 9TOT0 OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI 51 yOpascs ¢ JOPOTy, YTOObl TBAPh CIIOTKHYJIACH U yIaa
Ha 3eMJIio. B niede BenbixHY A 60J1b, ¥ OT 9TOTO BHE3AIIHOTO y2Kaca, He TOBOPS yKe O IIOCTOSSHHOM
IIyMe [O0XKAs, Y MEeHS TaK 3aKpyKuiach T0JI0Ba, YTO S YyTh He yIaJl IPSMO Ha TBapb.

Meppu 4TO-TO KPUKHYJI MHE Ha yX0, ¥ B CJIeyIOIllee MIHOBEHUE S5 ITOHSIJI, YTO MbI O0eXKuM. f maxe He
BUMENA U3-3a 001U, He UMes HU MaJleHIlero IpefcTaBieHus O TOM, B KaKyIi0 CTOPOHY MBI 6exkuM. 51
MOT JIETKO CIIOTKHYThCS O JTF000¥ MEeJIKUM KaMeHb, KOPeHb UJIU HaxKe I'PS3b, HO, BUAUMO, I YKe
M3PaACX0I0Bal BCe CBOM HEBE3EHHUS 3a 3TOT [eHb, TaK YTO YymOoM 000IIIOCh 6e3 3Toro.
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