[ToToM MBI BEIPYOUITHUCE, 5 IyMalo. £ He 04eHb XOPOIIO 3TO MIOMHIO, IIOMHIO TOJIBKO, YTO OOHOTO U3
HacC CTOILIHUJIO HA IePEBO, KOTOPOE 0Ka3aloCh TPEBEHAHTOM. DTO CO3[ajlo HEKOTOPHIE TPOOIeME], HO
B OCTaJIbHOM HOYb Oblla MPUSITHOM. f 3aCHYI ellle O0 TOTo, KakK mo0pasicst 10 KpOBaTH.

¢ He BUAEN CHOB B Ty HOYb. [I0M0XKANTE, 3TO HEIPABUIIbHO. ... KaK Oy[TO BUAEJ, HO HUYEero He MOT
BCIIOMHHUTB. {1 IPOCHYIICA C OIIYILIEeHWEM, YTO YaCTh MOET0 CO3HAHUS OTCYTCTBYET, HO ITOAyMall, 9YTO
3TO, MOJIXKHO OBITH, M3-3a BHIITUBKU U Y2KACHOTO IIOXMEJIbSI.

Kak BhI, HaBepHOe€, JoTafia/liCh 110 MpebIayIlel HOuM, Mbl HE CTalM HUYEero fefiaTh [0 ABYX YacoB
OHS. 7 TPOCHYJICS IEPBBIM, XOTS IIPOJIexKaJjl B ITOCTEJH, Bopya IIpo cebs1, mouyTu yac. Crnenyroie
pocHy7ach [leHHa; oHa, 671ar0CIOBU ee AyIla, He 3a0bjla CXOOUTh Ha KYXHIO ¥ CBAPUTh HaM BCEM
Kode. CTpaHHO, HO Meppu BCTasa IOCIeqHEeN, HO IIPK 9TOM BHITJIsAEe]Ia HauMeHee IoCTPafgaBIIed OT
ankorosns. {1 mymaro, e IIOMOTJIO TO, YTO OHa Oblyla CUIbHEe BCEX HAC U IIPUBLIKIIA IIOUTh BCEX IO
CTOJIOM.

«TBI CHOBa 3aroBopuja O MjaHax IroexaTh B TOT AOM?»

¢ He TOBOPUJI, IOTOMY YTO He ITOMHIO, UTOOHI ITpefjiarai 3T0 HaKaHyHe BedepoM. [[eHHa yIIOMsIHYyIa
00 9TOM HECKOJIbKO YaCOB CITyCTs, KOTJla HaM CTajI0 HEMHOTI'0 JIy4llle, ¥ Mbl BKpaTiie 00CYRUIIHN 9Ty
TEMY.

¢l BOJTHOBAJICS, XOTST UMEHHO 5T TPEJII0XKUIT 3Ty uAelo. [IeHHa BHITTIsAeNa 04eHb B3BOJTHOBAHHOM: e}
BCETMa HPaBUJIACh UMiesT OTKPEIBATh B JIECY YTO-TO HOBOE, 0COOEHHO €CITH OHO GBIJI0O TEMHEIM |
CTpaIIHBIM. Meppu 3agyMaliach Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT; OHA BHITTIsAeNa 00eCIIOKOeHHO!. f mogyMmar,
He BU[IeJla JIM OHA M TyMaH, HO BCJIyX CIIPAILINBATh HE CTall.

OHa cKa3sasa, 4TO B CJIelyIollIKii pa3, Korfa OyaeT B [OIMHE, BHUMATEJILHO IIOCMOTPHUT Ha JIOM.
[TocMOTpHUT, He CIUILKOM JIX KPYThIe XOJIMHBI MM He IperpaxaaeT Jid yTh peka. Eciau HeT, TO MBI
MOXKEM BEPHYThCS [T032Ke HOYLIO.

«41 He X04y [TOKa3aThCs... 'PyOBIM, HO He MOTJIK OBl BbI 0OBSICHUTD, TIOYEMY 3TO OBITIO XOPOILIel uaeen
ISt Bac Tpoux? Bemp HU y KOTO U3 Bac He OBLIO TOKEMOHA, YTOOH 3aIIUTUTh Ce0s1?»

KoHeuHO, HEeT, BbI 3HaeTe, Kak 9T0 foporo? JIn6o HaM MPHUIIUIOCh OBl CTATh TPeHEPAMH, Yero HalllK
ceMbH He MOTJIi cebe TI03BOIUTE, THO0 IPUHECTH ITOKEMOHA, KOTOPBIHM CUUTAsICS Obl JOMALTHUM
JKMBOTHBIM, 4TO OBIJIO OBl He3aKOHHO. TeM He MeHee Y Meppu OBITT XOPOIIK HOXK, ¥ OHA yMella 3a
ce0s ToCTOATL. MBI pPELIUIK, YTO 3TO BCE, YTO HaM IIOHALOOMUTCS.

YT0 KacaeTcs TOTO, IOYEeMY MEI PEIlUIU IIOUTH... HY, MBI OBIJTH MOJIOOEI, TTIYIIH ¥ ITOIBEPIKEHEI
MaBJIEHUIO CBEPCTHUKOB. [IeHHa Obllla B BOCTOPTeE, a S MPOCTO MOXKaJl IjeYaMy ¥ CKal3asl, YTo moueMy
OHI ¥ HET, Be[Ib HAO JKe YeM-TO 3aHSIThCA. 51 He XOTell 3TOr0 MPU3HaBaTh, HO MHE TOXKE OBIII0 y2KAaCHO
TMI0OOIBITHO ITOCMOTPETh Ha 9T0 MecTo. YTo KacaeTcs Meppu... OHa caMa IpHUTIacKiia Hac Clofa u, s
YBEPEH, MPOCTO X0TeJa, YTOOB! MBI XOPOIIIO ITPOBEeJK BpeMs. Eciiu ojist 9Toro Hy>KHO OBIIO
OTIIPABUTHCS HOYLIO B KYTKUH 3a0pPOIIEHHbIH JOM, 3HAYUT, TAK TOMY U OBITh.



W HaKOHEII... HY, JIIOOU B Y2KaCTUKaxX OOLIYHO HE 3HAIOT, YTO OHU B HUX ITOIAJIH, TI0KA HE CIIYUYUTCS
YTO-TO IIJIOX0€, He TaK JIu?

«Tak BHI XOOUNIU TyHa TOU HOUBIO?»

Ia, HO, KaK 5 yKe CKa3aJl, Meppu IPUIIIOCh CHAYasla IPOBEPUTD TepuMeTp. B TOT meHb HaM C
IeHHO# OBIJIO HEYEM 3aHSThCS: UATH UCKATh IPOBA, @ TOTOM O0OHAPYXKUTH, YTO IIyTh K JOMY
cBoboyieH, 61710 OB TyCTOM TPaToOM BpeMeHu. [109TOMy MBI IIPOCTO CHAENTHA BOKPYT TPYyIa
IPEeNBIIYIIEr0 KOCTPA H... Pa3rOBApHBAIIY.

4 He 6ymy MOBTOPSITH, O YeM MHEI TOBOPHIM. CKaxXKy TOIBKO, YTO 9TO OBII OOMH U3 TEX PEeIKUX
MOMEHTOB, KOT'[la IBa ApPyra CTAHOBSTCS YyTh O60Jiee YeCTHBIMU U CEPbE3HBIMU, YeM OOBIYHO, U B
uTore o0a y3HAIOT KOe-4TO HOBOe. Brl 3HaeTe Takue; OHM OOBIYHO ITPOMCXOMAST MIO3MHO HOYBIO MU B
He3HaKOMBIX MeCTax.

9T0 OB IOCTIETHUN TAKOW PAa3roBOP B MOEM KU3HU, TaK UTO 5 OCTABJIIO ero npu cebe.

Meppu BepHyIach yepes 4ac, BRITJIAesIa TaKOU XXKe U3MYUYeHHOU U IOTHOU, KaK U B IIPOIUIEIX pa3. A
HeZ[oJro 1000Bacs ek, TakK Kak OHa TOXe 3aMeTHO HaXMypPHUIach.

MEI CIIpOCHIIM ee, B YeM [IeJIo, ¥ OHa paccKasaja, YTO He TOIBKO [IUTTO HeT moOIM30CTH, HO M HUKTO
He IIUJI BOAY U3 03epa Co BuepalHero aHsA. OHa MOHsIA 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO XMMHUKAT, KOTOPHEIA OHA
pacIbIInIa, BCe ele HaXOOuICs B BEPXHEM CJI0e BOOEI, a OH MOJIKeH ObIT paCTBOPUTHCS, KOTA
OoJbIlast TPyIna MOKeMOHOB MTKJIa U3 HETo.

OHa IPeoIoXKMIIa, YTO 3TO MOKET OHITh CBSI3aHO C U3MEHEHHEM KITMMATa: 9TO JIeTO ObIII0 HE TAKUM
JKapK¥UM, KaK Ipefbayinyre. Mbl peIuiny COTIaCuThCS C 9TUM U CKa3alld ei, YTOOH OHA He
BOJTHOBAJIAaCh: € BCe PaBHO 3amiaTsT. MH CIIPOCUIIM ee O JoMe, ¥ OHA KMBHYJIa; OHa He 3aMeTHIa
HUYEro, YTO IMIPerpaxaaso Okl IyTh K HEMY, ¥ OH ObIJT He TAKUM KPYTHIM, KaK KaXKeTCs Ha MepPBHIH
B3rJIs1. MBI Moru ObI 1OOPATHCS Tya 3a COPOK MUHYT, 6e3 mpobiem.

3aTeM OHa Ha CEKYHY HaXMYyPHUJIaCh U CKa3djld HEYTO TaK0e, OT 4eTr0o Y MEHA BOJIOCEI BCTAJIA JIBIGOM:

«$41 TakKe BHUMesa CTPAHHBLINA TyMaH, OH BBITJISIIENT TOYTH PO30BLIM. f1 iyMaio, 3TO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO
COJIHIIE HarpeBaeT 3eMJII0 IT0CTIe XOJIOMHOM HOYH HJIM YTO-TO B 9TOM poae. MoxeT OBITh, €CTh KaKHe-
TO CTPaAHHBLIE PACTEHUS, KOTOPLIE TaK [eIaloT.

Ona OblyTa TAaKOM: He yCIeellb U CJI0Ba CKa3aTh, KAaK OHAa y2Ke PacCKa3hIBAeT, 0 YeM [yMaeT, IpuYeM
CITMIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOORI THI MOT ITOHSIThD.

f cka3an ey, 4TO BUMIEN TO XK€ CaMoe, HO MBI CHleNla/ii BUJI, UYTO HUYEro CTPALIHOro He IIpou3ouuio. B
Xy[IIeM cllydae 3TO OB KaKO#-TO CTPAHHBIN r'a3, ¥ MBI B3SI7TU C COO0M IIPOTUBOTA3H Ha Cllydal, eCiu
cTonkHeMcs ¢ ayMol Koddunra. JIngHo 5 Hadanm COMHEBATHCSA, U, IOO03peBan, Meppu Toxke, HO MBI



130 BCEX CHUJI CTApasiiCh He obpalaTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHUs. Mbl yIIaKOBaK BCIO €y ¥ IIHBO, KOTOPEIE
HaM MOHamo0ATCs s Hatero ene 6onee yeM 0OBIYHOTO T10X0/a Ha MIPUPONY, B3SJIM KaXK LU 110
dakesy ¥ NOKUHYJIU XUKKHY, KaK TOJIBKO 3alllJI0 COJIHIIE.

Bompoc: 3HaeTe ¥ BB pa3HUIy MeXKAY IIYCTOM, OCBEIIEHHON KOMHATOM 1 aOCOI0THO TeMHOM? Kak
ObI BbI ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAIM, OKa3aBIIKUCH B JIIO00M U3 HUX?

«4l... He myMalo, YTO 4YyBCTBOBaJ Okl ceOsT Kak-TO MHaue. f MpuBHLIK OBITH OOUH B TeMHOTE. { 061110
3TO».

Hy... 4 He co6upawCch BUMTHIBATHCS B 9TO TaK CHJIBHO, KaK CIeHoBajo Obl, HO BOT elle OIHO
cpaBHeHHue. Kak HacueT OOJIbIION KOMHATHI, IIOJTHOM HE3HAKOMBIX BaM JIIOfIel, ¥ TOr'0 e CaMoro, HO
C BBIKJIIOUEHHBIM CBeTOM? B yeM pasHuia?

«$1 GBI X0TEJ OBITH 60JIE€ OCTOPOIKHBIM»,

KoneuHo, 3axoTesock Obl. Y ecnu BaM IPUOET B TOJIOBY, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, CBET BHIK/IIOYEH HE ITPOCTO
TaK, ¥ KTO-TO M3 9THX JIIOfEHN MOXKeT OBITh OMTaceH, KTO MOXKET BUHUTh BaC 3a TO, YTO Bl UCITYTANIAChH?
KTo MOKeT BUHUTH BaC 3a TO, YTO BEl BCKAKHBAETe IIPU MajleiIeM 3ByKe U 0eKUTe KaK MOXKHO
OnIcTpee, YTOOB HAWTH UCTOUHUK CBETA?

Bo BcakoM Clly4dae, OJId MEH II0X0IO OBLTT UMEHHO TaKWM. OTpaneHHble IIPU3LIBEI IIOKEMOHOB U XPYCT
JINCThEB OOJIbIIIE He 04YapOBHIBAJIX 1 HE OTBJIEKAJIH. Kaxmas IIapa I'Jia3, KOTOPYIO S BUOEN Ha
OEPEBhAX, BEI3EIBAJId Y MEHA CepJIe‘-IHBII;I IIPUCTYII. 4 OBin HalIPpsi2KeH U HEPBHUYAJI, KdK HaYWHAIOIIIasa
IIIJII0Xa, ", B OTJINYHE OT HEee, MHE HE IIJIaTUJIN.

Meppu 111a Bliepenyu MeHs, HallpaByisds CBoM (aKes BIeper C IBHHIM onbiToM. OHa Tomasa 110 3eMiie
Tak, OyOTO Bjafesa 3TUM MECTOM, a ee JIUII0 ObIJI0 YIMBUTENIBHO MYCTHIM. f BUIEN, KaK CCYTYIIUIUCH
ee IIJIeYu, HO 9TO OBITI IIPefieNl ee HEPBO3HOCTH. [leHHa Oblla COBCEM [APYIOM: I'a3a y Hee OblIu
IMPOKKUE, KaK y XyTXyTa. Sl HUKOTHa He BUAesI, YTOObI KTO-TO OBIJT TAK B3BOJIHOBAH U HaIyraH
OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

Ha cThiKe IByX HEOOMBIINX XOJIMOB MBI YBUIEIIM PYCJIO HeOOJIBIIOH peYKH, KOTOpas MOoACcKa3asia HaM,
YTO MHI yKe O6/113K0 K gonuHe. OHO ObIJIO He 0YeHb MIMPOKUM, IPUMEPHO C TPY30BUK IUPUHON. MEI
IOJIKHEI OBIIM TIepeceds ee; 0OLIYHO 5T He Bo3pazKas Obl IPOTUB TOT'0, YTOOBI TPOMOYKUTEL HOTH, HO...
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