Mapus npoposKaia UATH K CTOJIUIE, ee KOXKaHbIe Callory IPUSITHO IOKaJIM II0 KaMeHHOU [OpOoTe,
KOTZla OHa IIPOXOAuIa MUMO KPECThIH, JKeTalouX IPOgaTh CBOM ypoXKall B CTOJIUIIE 10 XOPOLIen
1leHe, 1 MHOTOYUCJIEHHBIX Kylle4eCKuX (yproHoB, HEKOTOPHIE faxe ¢ oxpaHou. He6Go Hap ronoBoi
OBLIO SIPKO-TOYOBIM, U JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO ITYIIUCTEIX 00/1aKOB JIEHUBO IIJIBIIM MUMO. XOTSI MHOTHE
oOpalany BHUMaHNe Ha [eBYIIKYy, UAYIIYIO B ONMHOYECTBE 10 JOPOTe, HUKTO He XOTeJl HU4ero ¢ Hel
IenaTh U3-3a ee 0YEeBUIHOTO JBOPSHCKOTO TPOUCXOXKAEHHUS, 0OUEBUOHOTO 110 TOHKOM BHIILIMBKE €€
[OPOKHOTO IJIallla ¥ yBEPEHHOU MaHepe AepKaThCs.

«XMMM... YTo fenaTh C YHUBEPCUTETOM... [I0BEPAT /11 OHU BOOOIIEe B MO0 NCTOPHUIO?»

Bckope, Korga oHa Havajla CIIyCKaThCsl C HeOOIBIIOro XonMa, Mapus yBunena IlapageoH, uim,
CKOpee, ero OKpauHbl, Ha TOPU30HTE. ['0poa paCKUHYJICS BIIMPb, €T0 BEICOKNE CTEHHI U 02KUBJIEHHBIE
yNuLbl OBITA BUAHBL Jaxke U3galieka. [Jymas 1o Jopore 0 BCEM BpeMeHH, TPOBEIeHHOM TaM, TOPO
cpasy ke HanmoMHun el KoHCTaHTUHOIIOIL CBOMM MECTOIOJIOKEHNEM U TUTAaHTCKUMHU pa3MepaMu.
Cpenas ellle oguH I1ar, Mapus IO4yBCTBOBasa, YTO BOIIJIa B HEBUAKWMEBIN IIy3HIPh, €€ YyBCTBA
IIOKAJIBIBAJIN.

«BepHo! AHTHMarn4yeckui 0apbep. X0Th OH ¥ HA3hIBAETCS TaK, OH TOJILKO MeIlaeT
TeJIeIIOPTUPOBATLCS BHYTPh HEro CHapyKu. BoT moyemy Oiipa He MOT TeJeNopTUPOBaTh MEHS MIPSIMO
B TOpO[... XOPOIIIOo, 4TO 5 3a0bla CIIPOCUTE €0, I0YeMy OH He ITepeMeCTU/I MeHs ITo0IuXe...» — OHa
CJIeTKa IIoKayajia r0JI0BOY OT CTHIAA.

HakoHell, BbexaB Ha OKpauHy ropoga, Mapus Obljia IPUATHO yAKWBIIEHA €T0 TOBOJILHO MIPUSTHOM
YUCTOTOM U HEUTPAIbHBEIM 3allaxoM.

«A, ma... [TapaieoHy BCero oKoJjo cTa jieT... OH ObIJI TIOCTPOEH C UCII0Ih30BaHNEM HOBEUINIUX U
JYYIIUX B MAPE TeXHOJIOTuH. ECTeCTBEeHHO, CIofla TaKXKe BOIIIN MHOTOYHCIEHHbBIe 001IeCTBEeHHEIE
O6aHu ¥ mpoToKaHanu3auus... Crnacubo, UMIIepaTop-0CHOBaTENb». JIerKas ynriOKa 3aurpasa Ha ee
ry0ax, TIOKa OHa IIIjIa TI0 YX0XKEHHKIM JJOPOTaM K YHUBEPCHUTETY, PACIOI0KEHHOMY B TTTyOMHE TOPOAa.

['me-To BHYTPU MMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA, B OOJIBIION, HO XOPOIIIO OCBELIeHHON KOMHAaTe 6€3 OKOH, 3a
CTOJIOM CHIENH ISITh YeJIOBEK B OPOTUx ofexkmaax. CTeHb ObIIM Ha YOUBJIEHKE TOJBIMHU, a C TIOTOJIKA
cBHcasa 00JIbIlas JII0CTpa, 0OTOpPachiBas TEIJIbIM CBET Ha IOJIMPOBAHHBIM MpaMOPHLIY 110/, BHe3anHo
TUIIMHY [TPepBal XKeHCKuit rooc. HukomeTTa, Mapuianka MMmepun, HaKJTIOHUIIACh BIIEPEN, ee Tla3a
CY3UJIMCh, KOT{Ia OHA TOBOPHUIIA.

«MMmnepaTop He IPHUAET Ha ellle OJHO CO3BaHHOEe UM cobpanue? OmsaTh?» — B ee royoce
IIOCJIBILIAINCE HOTKY Pa304yapoBaHus.

JIeHTHOC, KaMeprep UMIEPHUH, PE3KO MapHUpPOBAJ yAap, CXBAaTUBIIUCH PYKOM 3a TOAJIOKOTHUK Kpeca.



«OH moxunon 4enoBek W Ball HayalbHUK, 6J1a1"011ap${ KOTOPOMY BHI 3[J€Chk CUOUTE, €ETO MO2ZKHO
IIPOCTUTH»

«Ecnu uMmepaTop ceryac He B COCTOSTHUU UCIONTHSTH CBOM 005S13aHHOCTH, OH HOJIXKEH HaKOHEI]
OTpEYbCs OT IMIPECTOJIA U MepefaTh BIacTh HACIeIHUKY», — Bo3pa3uiia HuKoneTTa, HETEPIETHUBO
O6apabaHs manbllaMu 10 CTOIY.

Xots Kedarmnoc, konHeTabnbp Mrepuu, cam He II00UTT 3Ty CUTYaAIMIO, OH IIPOCTO He MOT YIIYCTUTD
IIIaHC BHICMESTH JIIOfiel, KOTOphle MpuBenu MMnepuio B yxKacHoe cocTosiHue. OH OTKUHYJICS Ha
CIIUHKY CTYJa, Ha ero rybax urpaia yXMbIIKa.

«YT0OBI HACJIEMHUK Balllero MHTEepeca HaKOHEeI-TO CMOT 3aHSATh TPOH? OCMesoch HAalIOMHUTH BaM,
YTO UMIIEPATOP [0 CUX IOP He BhIOpaa opuIManmbHOTO HacaegHUKa», — CKa3all OH, ¥ eT0 I'0JIoC
COYMJICSI CAPKa3MOM.

Kyrtapoc, kanmiep MMnepuu, moHUMAsI, YTO CETOIHS HUYEero 0COOEHHOTO He MPOU30MIeT, PeIlus
CKOPOTAaTh BpeMsi, HAllUBIIKCh BUHA, B35ITOTO C CepeluHkl cTona. OH Hamun cebe meaphii Ky0OoK,
HACHIIEHHO-KPACHAs XKUAKOCTb OTpaXkaja CBET, KOTa OH IMOJHOCHIT €T0 K TybaMm.

«JIpyrux BapuaHTOB HeT! TeCTUs — eIUHCTBEHHEIN, KOMY MOXKHO IOBEPUTH yIpaBieHue MMnepueii!
Penyramnus Ackiemnus MOJNHOCTBHIO pa3pyllleHa, a AcTap Bce ellle I0H», — 3asgBuna HukomnerTa, Bce
GoJibIIle BOJIHYSICh, OIMPASICh HA CTOJI ¥ YKa3kbiBas Ha JIeHTHOCa.

«Kak TOBKO OHa IOJIYy4YUT TPOH, OHa 0e3qyMHO IoMfeT BoiHOU Ha Aautokrata Eramosika! Brogxet
Wmnepun paxe 6/1M3K0 He CMOXKET ITO3BOIUTH cebe TaKyio OOMbINYI0 BOMHY, a Ka3Ha IIOYTH ITyCcTa U3-
3a pa30pBaHHBIX TOPTOBHIX IyTer ¢ boxkecTBenHOU MMiepuel. X0Ts BEl BCera HEOOOLeHUBaIU
JIOTUCTHKY, HO JaxKe B JOJIXKHEI IOHUMATh, YTO €CJIM HaM HedyeM OyIeT IJIaTUTh COJifaTaM, MEl He
BHIMIPaeM BOMHY». KoTapoc moxaseJs, 4TO OH BCe ellle IPUXOAUT Ha 3TU BCTPEUH, IIOCKOJIbKY OHU
OonbIlle He MOTYT HUYETO PEIINTh M3-3a 9TOr0 COIEPHUYECTBa MeXKAY GpaKIuIMu Kaxka0To
HacJlegHUKa.

«Hamra apmus B Tpu pa3a 6onblite ux! OfHO reHepanbHOe cpaxkeHue U nodefna y Hac B pykax!» He B
cumax 0oJblile caep:KuBaThcs, HUKoeTTa BcTajaa U Hayalla KpudaTh Ha Kyrapoca.

«TsI TOBOpPUILB TAK, OYATO DpakLuu, MOAAePKUBAIOIINE IPYTUX HACTIETHUKOB, OYIYT BEIIENATH TeOe
conpat!» ITogco3HaTeNbHO He XKejlasi CMOTPeTh Ha Hee, KoTapoc BcTan ¥ Hayal KpUYaTh B OTBET, YTO
TOJILKO m00OaBHMJIO Xaoca.

Enena, MAarucCTp apTUIJIEPHH, XO0TA U XO0TeJld IIOKHHYTh 3TO Oecrmose3Hoe co6paHHe, peniniia
OCTaThCA B HageXne, 4YTO U3 YCT OJHOI'0 U3 MMPEMUPAITNXCA JIIONEeN BRIUAET YTO-TO MIOJIE3HOE.



Tem BpemeHeM Mapus HaKOHeIl BOIIIZIa B CBOI0 KOMHATY B 0OLIEXKUTHUU, 3aKOHYUB 0OBSICHITHCS C
IleKaHOM CBOeTo (hakynbTeTa, KOTOPOT0, Ka3aaoCh, COBCEM He BOJIHOBAJIO €€ OTCYTCTBUE B IIePBhHIe
nHu yuebHOTro rofa. Korga oHa 3akphlla IBepb U IPUCIIOHUIACE K Hell, BCS TAXKECTb COOBITUM IHS
oOpyImuiach Ha Hee.

«3T0 OB 0YEHD AJTUHHBIA OEHB... 3-3a 9TUX YePTOBHIX IIOXUTUTEIIEH ST TOTEPSIT BCE CBOU BEILU U
IeHbIU... AprX, MHe IPUETCS HalKucaTh OTIY, YTOOH! OH IIPHCIIal MHe Bce HeobxomuMoe. UTo ele
BaxkHee...»

Us KapMaHa IIJIallla OHa OOCTajia HECKOJIBKO aKKYPATHO CIIO2KEHHBIX 6YMal".

«3T0... He Tak g npexncrainsn cebe YHUBEPCUTET B CPeIHEBEKOBBE... KypCH, clielruanbHble 3aHSATHS,
OakanaBpuaT, MaruCcTpaTypa. OTO MOYTH YUCTasl KOS YHUBEPCUTETOB COBPEMEHHOM 3eMIIH. ..
Kaxkoro yepta? Yto OBl TaM HU OBIJIO, YTO €llle HHTEPECHEE, 3TO...»

OHa MeJIeHHO MOOIIIa K 3epKajly, KOTOpOe HaXOAUJIOCh B Ia/IbHEM YTy KOMHATHL.

'Mos1 BHEIIHOCTb...'

Mapus yBugena B 3epkaje 13-IeTHIOI0 OeBOYKY, CPEIHEr0 poCTa [Jis CBOEr0 BO3pacTa, XOTS U
HEMHOT'0 XyIeHbKY10. Ee CBeT/Ible BOJIOCH MSATKKMMHU BOJTHAMM CIIafaliyd Ha IJIeYHd, OTpaXKas CBET U
IpuaaBasi UM 30JI0TUCTHIN Oreck. HakoHell Mapus IOfHSJIA TOIOBY U IIOCMOTpPETIa Ha CBOE JIUIIO.
[ToTpsicatomre ronyOsle T1a3a, TakKue Xe ICHbe, KaK spKoe IeTHee He00, CMOTpeNX Ha Hee.

'T0 3a..."

Ona IIPUKOCHYJIACh K CBOEMY JIMIy, OIIYTHUB UAEAJIbHYIO 1 MATKYIO KOXY.

«A... Ha... boruus KpacoTel, uix Kak ee TaM 3Bajiy, BO3POOUIIa MeHs 30eck. ... HeBeposaTHo, g
I0X02Ka Ha KyKiy... 2KyTKoBaTo Kak-To. Aprx, MHe BCe paBHO, Ha CETOAHS BCe, 5 MOUAY CIaTh!»

BBICTPO CHSIB OPOKHBIE O0TUHKM, Mapus Jierjia Ha KpOBaTh U BCKOPe YCHYIA.
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