3oj10Tast MOpora mepecekasna HeDOO, COCTOsIIee U3 OECKOHEYHHIX PYH. DTO OB yTh BepX0BHOTO
CymecTBa, 1 He00 U 3eMJIs CJIaBUIIU ero! 3a UMIIePaTOPCKUM I'OPOIOM ITPOCTUPAJIACh MyCThHIHHAS
3eMJIs, ONYCTOIIeHHAs MOJTUMHU BOMHAMU. JTa NYCTHHS OblJla OPOMHOM, U HazKe MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIN
CBsSITOM, 0€3 HalpaBJIeHUs U TeJeNopTaIliy, MOT HaBCera IIOTePSAThCS B Hel U He HAaWTH BEIXOMa
TeicTYenieTuaMu. OgHako s Mo LigabHHS, HeIHe BepxoBHOro CyIecTBa, 3TO 3aHSIJI0 COBCEM
HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHHU. 3a MyCThIHEN JieKajla TEPPUTOPHS YeThPeX BeIUKUX 0eCCMEpPTHHIX ceMeli!
MunnuoH neT Hal3afl, MPUIIECTBUE UHOPOAIIEB YHECTIO XKU3HU OECUUCIEHHBIX CUIbHBIX IO
YeJI0BeYECKOI'0 pPojia, ¥ CUJIBI OBUTH IepepacupeneneHsl. YeTrhpe BeTUKUX 0€CCMEPTHRIX CeMeiCcTBa
CTaJIi HOBLIMM CTOJIITaMU 4esioBeuyecKoro poma! OHKM KOHTPOIUPYIOT OOJIBINYIO YaCTh PECYPCOB
YeJI0Be4YECKOT0 pofa ¥ IIOYTH IIPABSAT BCEM 4YennoBeuecTBOM! KOHEUHO, Ha TOBEPXHOCTHU OHU BCE €llle
[OJIXKHBL CTABUTh [IPUMeEp, HallpUMep, yCTaHaBIUBas CBOIO BJIACTh Ha TPaHULIE MEXIY
YeJI0BeYeCTBOM U MHOPOAIIaMU, YTOOH 00ecredyuTh 0€30IIaCHOCTh YeJI0BeUecTBa. TakuM 00pa3om,
OpyT¥e CUTIbHLIE JTI0IK YeJI0BeYeCKOro Pofa TakxkKe OyOyT BepPUTh B HUX U He OyOyT Bo3pazKaTh
npotuB HUX. OgHAKO, fenas 3To, OJIOKUPYs IyTh MHOPOMIIAM, OHU TaKxXKe OJIOKUPYIOT My Th IS
IOPYTUX CUIBHBIX JIIO[EN YeI0Be4eCKOoro pofa, YToOk Jo0paThCs 0o rpaHulibl. YToOB foOpaThCs [0
rpaHulibl, TpebyeTcs corylacue YeThpex IrilaBHLEIX ceMeit! Bot moyemy B 6ynmyimem Mo LISSHbHSIHD
oxpanan Mmnepartopckui 'opon 100 000 neT, HO YeTHIpe IIaBHBIX CEMENCTBA YTBEPKAall, YTO OHU
€r0 OXPaHSJIN, UCIIONbL3YS 9TO KaK MPenor Ajs rpabexka 00IbIIoro KOJIUYeCcTBa YeJI0BEYECKUX
pecypcoB! UMeHHO MO3TOMY, KOTHa TePPUTOPHUS YeThIPeX I'TaBHHIX ceMel Oblyta mo3amu, Mo
saupHgaHb NOKUHYI UMnepaTopckui ['opox ¢ 4ucTOu coBeCThI0! Pa3Be THl He TOBOPUJI, UTO 3TO ThHI
npotuBocTosan nHopoanam 100 000 net? Bomee Toro, eciu OH MPOCTO CPaXKaycs IPOTUB BEPXOBHOTO
MHOPOJHOIO CYyILLIeCTBa ¥ TPaTUJI BpeMs, B pe3yJbTaTe 4ero He CMOT U3MeHUTh ucxopn CesaToro Tena
[Tpenka, TO KaKOM CMBICH B ero BO3poxkaeHuun? Korga oxpaHa TepsieT CMBICTI, BCe CTaHOBUTCS
TYCKJIBIM. Mo LISHBHSHB OBICTPO ITepeceKas MyCTHHHYI0 MyCTHHIO. OH He MOT HOXKIAThCS, YTOOBI
BepHYThCS Ha CBsaToe Temo [Ipenka! Hagetoch, eMy elrie He 1030HO BepHYThCs! Hagerocs, CBaToe
Teno ITpenka ete He pa3pyineHo! "KoHe4yHO, TH JOIXKEH XK/IaTh, II0Ka S BEPHYCh!" — mpobopmoTart
Mo LisiubpHSIHB cebe Tof] HOC, ero rjias3a cjerka mokpacHenu. [lymas o ctpagaHusix Cesroro Tena
[Tpenka, oH uyBcTBOBas 007b! OH — mecsThil Benukuit CsiTol Teno B uctopuu Ceartoro Tena
[Ipenka u eguHCTBeHHBIM Benukuii CBsiTOM Teno B COBpEMEHHOU 3110Xe, HO OH He CMOT 3alllUTUTh
[Ipenka u TOXOPOHUI claBy MuHUM CBATOTO Terna B cBouX pyKax! OH 3HAKOM C KaXKIbIM JIOUMOM
Cesitoro Tena [Ipenka, rae ropel caMble BEICOKME, A€ TpaBa U AEPEBbS I'YCTH, Ie LBETH LBETYT, Te
JIUCThS 3€JIeHbIe... ITH MecTa I'Ty00KO OTIledaTaHHl B €T0 IIaMsTH, ¥ OH UX HUKOTHa He 3a0ynet. B
3TOM KU3HU OH HUKOMY He ITO3BOJIUT NpUUUHUTE Bpex [Ipenky! IlycTeiHHaA 3eMyisg IpubIruKamach K
rpaHuile yemoBedyecTBa. OrpoMHBIHM Gaphep OTHENSI MYCTHHHYIO 3€MITIO OT YeJI0BEUYECTBA,
IIPOCTHUPAsSICh Ha OeCcUrCIeHHble MUUTHAPOLE MUJTb. Mo LissHpHSIHB 3aMenuics. OH TakXke YBUOEN
3TOT OrPOMHEIN Oaphep, KOTOPHIM IPeqoTBpalliai nepecedyerue rpaHutibl. C ero TOUKY 3peHus, OH
IIOYTH MOKPHIBAJI ONHY OECSATYI0 TpaHULLI 4esioBedecTBa! bonee TOro, CBATOM OXpaHsI Kaxkaoe
oTIpefieIeHHOE PaCcCTOSIHUE, TIOYUTH fefiasi CTPOryio 060pony! Takoi OrpOMHEIN TPOEKT, BEPOSITHO,
noTpe6oBas OB KaK MUHUMYM [ECSITH BEPXOBHAIX CYIIECTB U ucYepIa OecunclieHHble PECYPCH AT
ero noctporiku! "Tak MHOTO PECYpPCOB He UCIOJIb3yeTCs AJisi O0phOHI Ha 10jie OUTBEL C MHOPOAIIAMH, a
M30JIUPYET MEHSI B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ropofe. ITo cMemHo!" — nmuio Mo IsHbHAHS OBLIO TOJTHO
6e3pa3nuuns. HeynuBUTEIBbHO, UYTO HU OJUH CUJIbHBEIN YeJI0BEK YeJI0BEYEeCKOI0 pofia He MIPUXOMUII
3geck 100 000 met! Kak ToIbKO OH cOOMpAsICS MPEeNIPUHATE IeHCTBIE, YTOOBI CJIOMATh 3TOT Oaphep,
OH BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICA ¥ ITIOCMOTpPEJI B OIPefe/IeHHOM HallpaBiieHuu. "Bce, g Cibllliai, YTO HHOPOIIIEL
CHOBa BTOPIIHCh. CTapeHIMHLl YeJI0BeUYECTBa CPaXKaloTCs Ha rpaHulle. XOTsS MbI Cl1a0bl, MBI TaKXke
MOKEM CpaXKaThCs 3a YeJI0Be4eCcTBO. Hafech, BbI IO3BOIUTE HAM IIPOMTH." — CKa3alu OBa
MOJIOTBIX CBATOTO, IETAIINX K KOMaH/le, OXpaHsIomei BopoTa 6apbepa. "[Ipefok mpukasa, 4To
OuUTBa Ha TPaHUIlE CIUIITKOM JKECTOKa, a MyCTHIHHAS 3eMJISI CIIMIIKOM OTacHa. Eciu BB
NEVCTBUTEIbHO XOTUTE CpaXKaThCs 3a 4eJI0Be4YeCTBO, I0XKAJyICTa, CIeAyIuTe 3a MHOU K
TeJIeNIOPTallMOHHOMY MacCUBy U uaute B MMnepatopckuii ['opon." — cka3as 4eyioBeK, IOX0XKUU Ha
KaIlTaHa, CIIOKOMHO. "Cracu00!" — gBa MOJIOOEIX CBSITOI'O IIOCIIEIIHO HOKJIOHWINCEH U IIOCIeTOBAIN



3a KallUTaHOM K TeJlellopTanuoHHOMY MaccuBy. "Matu B MmnepaTtopckui 'opon... 3a nocneguaue 100
000 neT s HUKOTHA He BUAE, YTOOBI KTO-TO IPUXOAUII ciofga. ECTh T KaKOW-TO CEKPeT, KOTOPHIi 5 He
3Haw?" — rna3a Mo LigabHAHS 3aropenuch. OH mogyMajl HEMHOTO U PELIXII He IPenylIpexaaTh
Bpara CHayasa, a CKpEITh CBOE TEJIO U CIIeJ0BaTh 3a ABYMS MOJIOALIMU CBSATOr0. BCKOpe HECKOJIBKO
YyeJI0BEK IIPOLIIHN Yepe3 TeJelopTaliOHHbIM MaCCHB YPOBHS U MpUOBIIN B 6yHKep. Kak TONbKO OHU
OB TeNEenoPTUPOBaHbl, Pe3KK 3allax KPOBU YOApPHUJI UX B JIUI0, 3aCTABUB IBYX MOJIOABIX CBITOTO
HaxXMypHUThCS. "Kak MOXKeT ObITh TaKOM CHUJIbHBIN 3allaX KPOBU?" — YIUBUIIKUCH OHU U OTJISIOENIUCE, HO
HUYEro He HalllyTd. ITOT OYHKep OYeHb OOJIBIIOHN, a CTEHH CeIaHbl U3 YePHOTO KaMHS,
UCITyCKAIOIero MpavyHoe ¥ XOJIOMHOe YyBCTBO. "Tako¥ CUIBHBIN 3amax KpoBU, HE MOXKeET OBITh..." —
KaK TOJIBKO OHHU IePeCceKsId BOPOTa, ABa MOJIOALIX CBATOT'0 BAPYT COAPOTHY/INCh BCEM TEJIOM 1
YCTaBUJIMCh BIIEPE]] IIMPOKO OTKPHITEHIMYU I'1a3aMu. B 3ase Bliepenu KOCTH ¢ 06euX CTOPOH ObLIM
CJI0XKEHBI TOPHI, @ KPOBb CHOPMHUPOBAach B PEKY, TEKYIYIO B APEBHUY anTapb. Ha antape, B
OacceltHe KPOBU, CUIEJT UCCOXIIUN CTAaPHUK, C MUCTUYECKUM KPOBABLHIM TYMAaHOM, OKPYKaOIIUM €TO0.
"370... 9TO0 HEe UMnepaTopckuii ['opof, 910 afm!" — mBa MOJIOABIX CBSITOTO OBLIN OJIETHEL.
"IeBsaTHaAIATHY [IpeIoK, CeTOOHSIIHSS XKePTBa Oblla IPUHECEeHa." — KalluTaH IIPEeKJIOHUIICS C
IIOYTEHHEM U IOJI0XKUII TTTyOOKUM TOJI0COM. Y CIIbIIIaB 3TO, CTaPUK, KOTOPHIN MPaKTUKOBAJICS C
3aKPBLITHIMU T'JTa3aMH, OTKPHIJ I'Jla3a, ¥ KPaCHBIM CBET BHICTPEIINI U3 ero I'/la3, Kak [IBe IIpu3payHbie
OTHH, KOTOPhIE HaIlyraau ABYX CBSITOT0 COOPOTHYThCA. "[leBATHaAIaThi [Ipefok, MOTOMY 4TO BCE,
KTO 1men B UMnepaTtopckuy ['opon, HUKOTia He BO3BpalllajIiCh, JKEPTBLI CTAHOBSATCS BCE MEHBIIE U
MeHbIIIe ceryac." — KalmKuTaH TOBOPHI OCTOPOXKHO, OyATO O0S/ICS Pa303/IUTh UCCOXIIET0 CTapUKa.
"Bce, kTo men B UmnepaTtopckuui ['opop, cTanu xkepTBamMu? Mou cTapliue He BEPHYIUCH, HE IIOTOMY
YTO OHH IOTUOIHU B 600, a TIOTOMY YTO OHHU CTa/IM KepTBaMU?" — [IBa MOJIOMIBIX CBATOTO IIOCMOTPENH
OpyT Ha apyra, o0a mokasaB yxKac. OHY HaKOHEII ITOHSJIH, I0YeMY BCe CUIbHBIE JIIOOU, KOTOPHIE LU
B MiMmepaTopckuit I'opofi, He BO3BpallaiKuCh, He IOTOMY UTO BOMHA OBINIa CITMIIIKOM JKEeCTOKa, a
IIOTOMY YTO OHU OBLIM IIPUHECEHHI B KePTBY KpoBhio! "CeMeiicTBO YaHIISH, BHL... BH OymeTe
HaKa3aHb Hebecamu 3a 3T0! " — [IBa MOJIO[IBIX CBSITOTO BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aphiyasnu. Bce 9To BpeMsi OHU
IyMalii, 4TO ceMeNCTBO YaHIISH OBII0 CIUIIKOM BJIACTHO, HO TEMEePh KaXKeTCs, YTO OHU ObLIIN
HempaBel. CeMelcTBO YaHIISH — 3TO IIPOCTO I'PyIiNia cyMaciieamux geMoHoB! "Haka3anue Hebec?
Xaxa, HeOeca atoro mupa CroaHbXyaH BCe HOCST MMeHa Hallero ceMercrBa YaumsH." "KTo
OCMEJIUTCS CONPOTUBIATHECS, yMpeT!" "KTo ocMenuTca u3MeHuTh, ympeT!" "OCcMenuThCs He
IIOAYMHSATHCS HallleMy CeEMeXCTBY YaHILISH, ymMpeT! " — cTapuK MeAJIEHHO BCTaJl, ero CTapoe Koxa
CMOPILHUJIOCH B TEKCTYPHI, TOA00HEIe KaHbOHAM, ¥ BECh YeJIOBEK MCIIYCKaJl MOHCTPYO3HYIO 3JI0BEIIYI0
aypy, npeBpaiias 0671acTb B MEPTBYIO TUIIMHY. ITO OBIJI MOJIyIIATr K BEPXOBHOMY CYIIIECTBY,
HEBEPOSITHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX. [IPOCTO cula, KOTOPYIO OH MCITyCKas, 3acTaBUla ABYX MOIOMBIX
CBSITOTO TIOUYBCTBOBAThH YAYIIbe U CTPax. ['71a3a ABYX CBSTOTO OBLIM IOJTHH OTYASTHUS U HEIIPUSI3HHU.
OHM XOTeNM YHACJIeIoBaTh XKeJlaHUs CBOUX CTAPIINX U CPAXKaThCs, YTOOH 3AIIUTUThL YEJI0BEYECTBO,
HO OHHU He OXU[alu yMepeTh 3psi! YMepeTh OT PyK 4eloBeYecTBa — 3TO camMoe 60JIbIIoe IopaxKeHue
ux yoexpmeHnuii! "MypaBbU BCe paBHO MypaBbu. Brl Takue, u CBsiTol Mo LISHbHSIHB TaKOW. BEI
HUKOTa He CMOXeTe BhIPBAThCS U3 JIaOHM HAIlero CeMeicTBa YaHII9H." — CTapUK CKa3al JIerko,
IPOTATKBas OOJBIIYIO PYKY, 4TOOB cxBaTUTh ABYX. "[Idhd! " OmHako Gomnbinas pyka pyxHyna B GyTe
OT [IBYX YeJIOBEK, ¥ PUTypa IOSBUJIACH IIeped HUMU. B TO XKe BpeMs, KpaliHe XOJIOOHBIH IIeII0T
IIPO3By4Yas B TeMHOM OyHKepe. "OH [eHCTBUTENBHO 3aC/IyKUBAeT YMEPeTh..."
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