I'maza CeBepyca pacCIIMPUINCh. ITOTO He MOTJIO OBITh. ITOTO HEe MOTJIO, HE IOJIKHO GBIIO OBITH, 3TO...

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPHX €€ CO3HAHUSA ITIOJHUMAETCA BOJIHA TbMHEI - I10JI3y4Yad,
II0JI3y4asi, OCTOPOXKHO pa3beaarinad ee areHTCTBO.

«YTt0 Takoe, CeBepyc?»

Bomnme6HuK chernan mar Ha3al, pa3phkiBas MEHTAIbHYIO CBSI3b, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTh cebs1. Ero manouka
Oblyta HalTpaBjieHa Ha bennaTpucy - Hy, Ha TO, YTO OH IPHUHST 3a bemnaTpucy, - ¥ OH IPUIITYPHIT
rasa.

BembMa BOPYT CITOBHO ITOTEPSiNach.

OHa pyxHyJa K ero HoraM, ¥ B KOMHATe pPa3fa’scs IJIyXoH 3BYK yhapa e€ Tena 06 moj. ITocelmanuchk
TOPOIIIMBEIE LIIAaTH, ¥ BCKOpPEe OBEPh C CUIIOH paclaxHylach, BIYCTUB Tpex [loxkupaTesnei cMepTH,
KOTOpbIe HaCTOPOXKEHHO mocMoTpenu Ha CeBepyca u Bennmatpucy.

«Kaxkoro depTa BH fiBO€ fefaerte... [lorogu, CeBepyc, 4TO THI C HEU cHeman?»
MacrTep 3enuii TOMOPIIUIICS OT 0OBUHEHUS.

«Huuero. Ho g cuuTalo, 4TO BaM ClenyeT B34Th B PyKU CBOIO [TaJIOUKy. 1 He yBepeH B TOM, UTO BCe
9TO 3HAYUT, HO MOTY TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO C HEM 4TO-TO He TaK. OHa MOXKET MOIBITAThCS... YTO-TO
CHenaThb».

Bce c HemoyMeHueM CMOTpenu Ha Hero. CHEUI e CTBUTENIbHO BHITJISEN CEPhE3HBIM, faxe
WCIIyTaHHBIM, @ 9TO He MOTJI0 OBITh X0poIio. CeBepyc CHeM ObIT HE TEM YEJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPOTO
MOXKHO JIETKO HCIIyTaTh.

benma KOp4YHuJIaChb OT 6omu. 1O OIIpenesIeHHo OBLIO BO3[ENCTBHE TEMHOM Maruu, HO KakK OHa MOTJa...
HeBaxHo, oHa OblJIa HE B TOM COCTOSTHHH, YTOOBI Pa3MBIIIIATE O TAKKUX BEIlaX.

YTo-TO IMePEeKIII0INIIOCH, 1 OHAa IIepPeCTalla ObIIIaTh.

ITotom cHOBa cMmora. Ho priiliasia He OHa. [lbliaso ee Teno. Ee Teso gBuranoch, CHOBa BcTaBas. Ho
He ee Pa3yM. Ee pa3ymMm OobIlle HE MOT HMYETo [eJlaTh, XOTS BCe elre T1oJ1y4yaJl CEHCOPHBIE CUTHAIIHI.
He ona gBuranacse, XoTs ee Tejo ABUTaloCk.

TouyHee, U3MEHUIIOCH paBHOBECHE.
Panrine ona o6nagana Oombliled CHUION, YeM Ta, YTO TauJlach B 1"J'Iy'61/IH€‘ €e CO3HaHus.

Korpa ona nomnpocuna CHellla IPOBEPUTH, KTO 3a HUMU IINNOHUT, OHU [TO3BOJIUJIX LIMKUOHY B34Th
cebs B pyku. KoHeuHo, 3T0 ObLsT ORI BOIIPOC BPEMEHH, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BOJIIEOHUK, TUIIUBIIAMN €€
BOJIM, BCE PABHO IOCTYIUII OBl TOYHO TaK XKe.

Ee POT IIpOHIEIITall CJIOBA, KOTOPBEIE MOT'JIa YCIBIIIATE TOJIBKO OHA OOHA. Oco3Hanue IIOPA3HUJI0 €€ KaK
MOJIHHUSA.

«He Mory moBepuTh, YTO BCE TaK BHIILIO. { 0YEHb, 04EHb HAfIEI0Ch, UTO HE 3aCTPSIHY B Teje Bems,
TIOTOMY 4YTO 3TO Oy[eT af BO BCeX OTHOIIEHUSIX .

OueBupgHO. CHpPUYC HE XOTEN IIPOXKUTL OCTAaTOK CBOEM XKU3HMU - [Ia, la, TOYHEe, XKU3HU BesnaTpukce - B
TeJle JKEHIIUHEI, ¥ KOTOPOH OBIJI0 CTONIBKO Ipo0ieM. Bo-TiepBrIX, OBITH KEHITUHOM, KOTla OH ObLT



Myx4uHOM. OHa, KOHEYHO, He BUHOBATa, HO 3TO OBIJI0 OBl YePTOBCKHU CTpamiHoO. M mogu HaBepHSIKa
TIOTIBITAIUCh OBl CBECTHU €ro ¢ PemMycoM, ecniu Obl OH CTajl XKEHIIMHOU, X0Ts Obl pagu 3a0aBH,
BBI3BAHHOM HEJIOBKOCTHIO ITPEMIIoKeHus. Bo-BTOpEIX, BenmaTpukc - Kak ¥ 0H, COOCTBEHHO - IIPOBeJia
romel B A3kabaHe u Oblla He B JIy4IlleM COCTOSSHUHU. B-TpeThux, y Hee Ha Ipefmnseyube Obllia KpoBaBas
TemHast MeTKa, ¥ OH HU 3a 4YTO He cTasl OBl C 3TUM MUPUTHCS. YeTBepTas U He IOCIefHss mpobeMa -
oHa OblyTa B PO3BICKE U ABISANACH yOouiilel. [lake eciid eMy YOacTCsl 3aCTaBUTh JIIOfiel TIOHATh, YTO Ha
caMoOM [ieJie OH - He OHa, eMy BCe PaBHO NIPUMETCS UMETh [eJI0 C TEM, UTO OHa caefana. [Igras
rojioBHast 0071k - OHa Obla ero Ky3uHou, pagu Lupien!

W He GymeM roBOPUTH O TOM, YTO OH OKa3aJICs B €e TeJle, IIOTOMY 4TO YOuIl ee IOCje TOro, KaK OHa
yOusa ero, uiau o ToM, 4To IIpokisaTue B3auMomeicTBUS onpeneeHHO ObII0 TEMHOM Maruew.

«benmaTpukc...?»
Touno. [ToxupaTenu cMepTH noBciony. M TeMHbI yOII000K Ha CBOOOJE B CTOJIOBOM.

CI/IpI/Iy'C TMMOOHAJICA Ha HOTHU XU OKHUHYII B3TTIAOOM TEMHBIX BOJIIIIeOHUKOB B 3ajie. Bce 0HM OTHOCHUIIUCE K
HEeMY HaCTOPOZKEHHO. Bnonue OIIpaBOAaHHO, B KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB. Ocobenno CHerr CMOTPEIJI Ha HETO C
0J1arorOBeHHEM. CI/IpI/Iy'C 3aAaJICAd BOIIPOCOM, YTO UMEHHO OH YBHUEJI, KOT'Td UX CO3HAHUA
CTOJIKHYJIUCE.

Oco3HaBaJ Ju OH, KTO OH TaKOu?
Wnu XKe OH MPOCTO HATKHYJICS Ha BUXPh TbMBI, KOTOPBIM CO3[ai0 B HEM MPOKIIATHE?

Cupuyc npussi o0egHy!o 1103y biaka-camoyuku. OH GBI YBEPEH, YTO BeHeT cebs CIUIIKOM II0X0XKe
Ha CBOEro Ky3eHa, HO, UepT BO3bMH, OHU He 3PS Oblu Ky3eHaMu. CTOIBKO pa3 OH UCIIBITHIBAI
OTBpallleHKe K UX CXO[CTBY, KOTla UX yOexXneHus OblJIM HaCTOIbKO Pa3HBIMU, HO Cefyac OH MOT 3TUM
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCH.

«YTo, HUKOTIa PaHbllle He BUMAE, KaK KEeHIIMHA UCILITHBAET 60/1b? M0XKeT, MOU T'PSI3HbIH Ky3eH U
OB TTYTIIIOM, HE CIIOCOOHBIM IIOHSITh, Tle eT0 UCTUHHAS BHITOMa, HO OH HUKOTA He OblT HecrmocoOeH
HAHECTH YPOH B ITOEOUHKE».

Ara. [TaBaiiTe HauHeM C OCKOpOIeHu# B CBOM afpec. M npennoxkenue OBII0 OTIMYHEIM, TIOCKOJIBKY,
M3MEHUB BCET0 [Ba CJI0Ba, MOXKHO OBIJIO COeIaTh TaK, YTOOBI BCe 9TO OTHOCHIIOCH K bere, a He K
HeMy. Bugumo, Ux MHeHUS APYT O Apyre COBIafasu.

«A Temneps, CeBepyc, He MOT OBL TH OITyCTUTH [TaJIOYKy, YTOOHL I MOTJIa YUTH, HE YYBCTBYS yTPO3LI?»

Korpga Bennatpuca JlecTpelHAXK 4yBCTBOBaa yrpo3y, ¥ TOTO, KTO €e BhI3bIBaJI, 0OBIYHO B
CIeOyIOUIyI0 MAUHYTY HaUMHAIKUCh IP0o06JieMEl ¢ AbixaHueM. bonbmuHCcTBO [ToKupaTenel cMepTu
MMOOUYUHUIIUCE.

Ho CHeiin 3Han nydire, 1, Kak 66l €My HU OBIJIO IPOTUBHO 3TO NpU3HaBaTh, CHPUYC IIOHUMAJI, YTO OH
npaB. [IBoe IToxkupaTteneit CMEPTH CIIbILIATN TPOCLOy Bemmsl K MacTepy 3eul, 1 BPS/ JIU OHU TaK
JIETKO Ha 3TO0 KymnsaTcs. Ecnu OBl OHU BOBOEM Celdac IMPOCTO VIIIU, 3TO BRITISAEI0 OBl COMHUTEIBHO.
[Inuonax CHUBENNIyca, CKopee Bcero, 6ymeT 3aTpyaHEH, a ero COOCTBEHHEIE IIIaHCH Ha CllaceHue
3HAYUTEJIbHO YMEHBIIATCS.

«KT0 BHI?»

T'omoc CHeiina ObI7T HU3KUM U COBCEM He ApyxkemobubiM. Ero ToBapumu IToxupaTenu cMepTu



3aMepIIy, YCIIBIIIaB ero.
«Touno. Benna xopoiio MeHs pa3o6jaunia, He Tak JIA?»

O3aboueHHBIE B3TJIAbI, BRIpazKalolle HellOHUMaHKe, IIPOHECIUChH CPedy IPUCYTCTBYIOMNX. MoXeT,
JlecTpelHAXK U BIPSIMB COIIEN ¢ yMa? IT0 OblyI0 Obl HEYOUBUTEIHHO IIOCTIE CTOIBKUX JIET,
IIPOBEOEHHHIX C IEMEHTOPaMH.

Pot Benmbl pacmupuiics B TyKaBoi yIbIOKe, KOTOPYIO OHU ¢ CUPUYyCOM pa3mesTuiIn.
«CHUBEIyC».
[ITox OBINT ITOCIEAYIOIIHUM.

[Toxuparenu CMepTH, He UMEIOIE OTHOLIEHUS K JIe/ly, YBUENH, KaK PacIIupUIIACh I'1a3a
CeBepyca CHelilla, KaK [IBe IIaJIOYKU ITOYTH METHYJIUCH APYT K APYTY, KaK HECKOJIbKO 3aKJIMHAHUN
TTPOMeNIay JbIPE B CTeHAX KOMHATEL. CUPUYC YBEPHYIICS, TIOKATHUIICS II0 IOy, BCTAN, AbSBOIBCKU
YXMBIJISISICh, ¥ BEIOE2KaJT 3a Beph. CeBepyc BLIPYTAJICS U TOIIET 3a HUM.

Onu Bce ObIIHM yBepeHbl, uTo CHen u JIeCTpeRHOK MIPOCTO COIIX C YMa.

[To-HacTOsAIEMY, TO-HACTOSAIIEMY COILIH ¢ yMa. CyMacliefmne 40 TaKOU CTeIleHH, YTO UM JIydIlle
IIOUTH 3a HUMH, TT0Ka He CIIy4YUJIOCh YTO-HUOYOb Tparndeckoe. M peds 1isa He 0 TOM, YTO KOTO-TO U3
HUX yObIOT. CHeln u JIecTpelHOXK ObLIM IOCTATOYHO OMACHHBI, YTOOH B30PBATh IIOJIOBUHY 3aMKa, €CIIH
OBl OHU TIPUITOKHUIIH K 9TOMY BCIO CBOIO myIy. TeMHbI# JIopa omeHus OBl 9TO COOBITHE JTUIIL B MAJIOH
cTeneHu. ¥ 9T0 MOT/I0 IPUBECTU K HOBBIM CMEPTSM, XOTS Ha 9TOT pa3 U CliydauHbIM. ECiiu TOIBKO
TemuHIl JIopa He peuuT BMemaThes. YTo, BIpoyeM, OBITI0O MaTlOBEPOSITHO.
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