30710TOX KPIOK CTOJIKHYJICS C KOCOM CMepTH, ¥ 3BYK 3BeHEIN B HE CIIMIIKOM IIPOCTOPHOU KOMHATe.—
Yro mpoucxogut? Most pusmdeckas cuina...dusanyeckas cuiaa CTpeMUTENbHO YOsBaeT.Kpokomu
Cpaady e II0YyBCTBOBAJI HEJIagHOE M, HAIIPATIIKUCH JIEBOM PYKOU, IIPEBPATUII CBOE TEJI0 B XKEJTYIO
TIBIJTb, TEJIETIOPTHUPYSCh B 6e30macHoe MecTo.— YTo 3a cTpaHHas crioco0HOCTH?OH TaK HOJITrO IyiaBajl
10 MOPSIM, CpaxXascsi C MHOKEeCTBOM MUPATOB U MOPCKUX OQHULIEPOB, HO HUKOTa He BUMEJ HUUETo
nopo6Horo.— Ho 4To, ecnu s aTaKyio OCHOBHYIO 11eJib? UTo TH cuenaeb?Tak paccyxpaas, Kpokomun
cMmenun uenb Ha JIo [Tu.— Ilecyanas Byps!OH pacnpaBui npaByio PyKy, ¥ OTPOMHAs Cuja
chopmMupoBaia MaJIeHbKYIO ITecyaHyio 6ypio. CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAB X KOHTPOIUPYS €€ MOIIb, OH PE3K0
B3MaxHYyJI IIpaBO¥ PyKOU.B MrHOBeHUE OKa XkKeJjTas IIbUIb 3all0JIHUIa BCIO KOMHATY, U CUJIbHEIM BETED
npuyuHsIn 6016 B uiio. KpaliHe CKOHIIEHTPUPOBaHHAS ITecyaHas IblIb CHU3UJIA BUIUMOCTD [0
MUHUMYyMa.PoOUH TyT ke IpUKPHLIa I'1a3a ¥ YKPhIIach B CTOPOHE. PyKu, BHIPOCIIINE Ha €€ Telle,
IIOMOTJIX i OTOUTb MHOXKECTBO IIeCYaHbIX YacTull.— TakoBa cuita Cemu Boxpneit Mopsi?Cuna,
IPOIEMOHCTPUPOBaHHass KpoKogumoM, Io Cux Iop 3acTaBisijia €€ 0CO3HATh, HACKOJIBKO yKaCHa
oHa!llax [Tax——JIopu gBUHYNACh Bepen MeajaeHHo. 2KesnTas MblJIb IbiTajlach IOTJIOTUTh €ro, HO
Obllla OTTOPOXKEeHa HEBUIUMOM CUJION U He MOTJIa IPOABUHYTHCS Hanbiie. HeBUIUMEIN [OCIIeX,
chopMUPOBaHHEIM IBETKOM BOMHCTBEHHOCTH, N30JIMPOBasl Bce.McTuHHLIM 00Uk Kpokoauna mop
HalmomeHneM BeTKa OBl pacKphIT.— Hamen Te6si!BOpyr XonogHEIM CBET BCIIBIXHY B I'1a3ax Jloou,
¥ OH, KaK MOJIHUS, pBaHycs Brepen.OrpoMHas pyKa IpofioKaja mpuonuxkaTthcs, 1 Kpokomun Obit
B moke. Ero o6Hapyxunu!Ho oH ycrmokouscs B cmegyoomui MoMeHT. Ho... # 4To ¢ Toro?OH B3MaxHY I
30JI0TOM KPIOKOM JIEBOM PYKOM M HaHec npsmoi ymap.OH Obln cMa3aH suoM. Ecniu Ol eT0o yoapuiy,
nocyiencTBus Oblin OBl KaTacTpopuuecKuMu.YBuIeB, uTo JIOAK MPOCTO BEICTABUI KyjlaK, YTOORI
CpasuThCs C HUM, Ha nulle Kpokoauia nosiBuiack HacMelnBas yiabl0ka.— Thl JelfiCTBUTENIBHO
pebeHOoK, KOTOPHIM HUYEro He 3HAeT. Mup mUpaToB — 3TO He MPOCTO 60! YBUOEB, YTO 30JI0TOM KPIOK
BOT-BOT CTOJIKHETCS C KynakoM Jlogu, HO...Ecmu HU4Yero HeoXkKuUaAaHHOTO He IPOU30UAET, TO
HEOXUJaHHOe BCe XKe CITyYUTCs.30/I0TOM KPIOK ObII OCTAaHOBIIEH HEBUIUMOM CUJIOH, 1 Kpokooun He
MOT TIPOJIBUHYTHCS HajIbIlle, CKOJILKO OBl OH HU cTapasics.— ONIATh CUla ObsSBOJIBLCKOTO IIofa? ITo
IeNCTBUTENLHO OeCIoKoUuT!3aTeM ero mnpaBasi pyKa IIpeBpaTuiack B OTPOMHBIN ITeCYaHbIM KIIMHOK
nnuHoU 0ojee mecaTH MeTpoB.— [IyCcThIHHBI Meu!— YMmpu!Med BOH3UJICS BHU3, PACKOJIOB
mecyanyio Oypio nomnonaM. Korma oH ymar, 3emns Obla MpoOuTa UM, U OTTy/Ia BCIIBIXHYJIA TYCKIIas
TeMHO-(UO0JIETOBas BCIIBIIIKA C YIUBUATEILHON PA3PYIIUTENbHOM CUION.B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 OrPOMHOTO
IIeCYaHOT0 KJIMHKA pa3falics 3HaKoMkuId ronoc.— Tedy, 6ecrnone3no, Kpokoaus, 3To Bce TBOS
cuna?— Ho, BO3MOKHO, ThI 3a0bIJI, YTO THI CIIEIIMAIbHO CIIPABJISEIILCS CO MHOM, HO KaK Th
CIIPaBUIILCS C JEMOHNYECKUM KIJIOHOM 103afu TeOs?Kak TOIbKO T0I0C 3aMOJIK, YEPHBIHM Cepn
IpoOUIICS CKBO3b CJIOM IEeCYAHBIX Oypb, Ipope3as YepHbl# nnail Kpokoguina U HaHec yoap mpsiMo I10
ero cnuHe.B MrHOBeHMe oKa OPBI3HYJIa KPOBb, M HACTYIIKIIA OrPOMHast 601k, YTo elre cTpaliHee,
Kpokopmun o6HapyKui, 4To ero gpuamdeckas cusa Obljla ©3pacXofoBaHa ITOYTH HA YeTBEPTh BCETO 3a
HECKOJIBKO CeKyHa.— YepT Bo3pMu!OC03HaB, YTO CUTyalMs BHIIIIA U3-II0J KOHTPOJIA, Kpokomui TyT
JKe pa3BepHYJICS ¥ KOHTpaTaKoBaj. 30JI0TOM KPIOK OTOUII CepIl CMEPTH, U OH TYT K€ BOCIIOJIb30BaJICS
MOMEHTOM, 4TOOHI 3JIeMeHTanu3upoBaThcsa.— [lecuyanas Byps!Eine ogHa 6oyee cuiibHas necyaHast
Oyps HaneTena, ¥ BCI KOMHaTa Oblla IIOJTHOCTHIO Pa3pylneHa. 2KecTKoe CTEKJI0 TOToa UMEJI0
MHOXKECTBO TPEIKH, ¥ BOfa IMIPO0JIXKajla 3aIuBaTh KOMHATY.ViciryranHsie 6aHaHOBEIE KPOKOMVITEL
IIPOIOJIKAJK OUTHCS O TPECHYBINIEE CTEKIJIO, ¥ UM Ka3aJoCh, YTO OHO CKOPO OyHeT MOTHOCThIO
paspymeHno.Kpokonun cxBatun Huko PoOuH, KoTopas npsiTanach Mo6IU30CTH, IOTSHYT CBOE
yCTaBlllee TeJIO U BBIIETEI U3 pa3bKUTOro OTBEPCTUS C BeTPOoM U neckKoM.OH faxke He MIPOU3HEC
pe3koro cioBa.— Xouemb cOexaTh?JIogy BeITAIMI XyaHII0aHb ¥ BOTKHYJI €70 B 3eMJTI0.— TEeMHBIN
IloMeH-bnokapma! TeMHOTa Havyajla pacIpoOCTPaHAThLCS, ITI0Ka He 0CTaHOBUJIaCh Ha COTHSIX METPOB, U
ongHa u3 Hor Kpokopnuia Owina moroireHa e:0.CKoIbKO Okl OH HU CTapasiCs, OH He MOT BHITAIIUTD €€.
Yro elrle cTpallHee, HoTa He MOTJIa ObITh 9JIeMeHTaNu3upoBaHa.— YepT, KaKue 3TO CTPaHHBIE
crmocobHoCTH!A BHM3Y, XyaHIloaHb Jlogu ykKe OblJI HaHECEH, ¥ TEMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO TaKXkKe PYyXHYJIIO
OJHOBpPEMeHHO.— Pa3pexn!Ax——BombIoi Kpuk 001 pasfacs 1mo Bcemy HeOy. Kpokomun cOpocun
PoOuH, HEIPHYJI, YTOOB CXBAaTUThL CBOIO CJIOMaHHYIO IIPaBYI0 HOTY, ¥ 3aTEM YIIIEN B XKEJITYIO IIbljlb. B



MT'HOBEHHE OKa OH uc4e3.— THl Ha caMOM [ieJie Tojlarajicsl Ha CIUsSHUE C TIeCKOM, YTOOBI BOUTH B
3eM0 1 cOexkaTh 110 OgHOMY. §1 OelCTBUTENbHO HemooleHun Te6s!— KaxeTcsi, 6ymeT TpygHO
no#math Tebs!Jlonu 6e3HamEKHO ITOKaYasl rojioBoi. Kpokooun Ha caMoM fefie ToKasan eMy
HEe3HAKOMEIH XOfI, KOTOPHIK OH He oxuman.— OmHaKO HOBOCTh 0 TOM, 4To Kpokomui OblT moOexmeH,
IomKHa OBICTPO paclpoCTpaHuThLCA. BynmeT nu ero mo3uius ogHoro u3 Cemu Boxpneit Mops
OTMeHeHa Ha 3TOT pa3?JIofu moKadas rojioBo#, 3abpai IeMOHUYECKOT0 KJI0HA U ITOAHSAJICS B
He0o0.KoMHaTa Oplna MOYTH HaNOJIOBUHY 3aTOIJIeHa BOIOM. Bepio, 94To CKOPO 3TH ODaHaHOBHIE
KPOKOJWJIBEI BEIUAYT OAUH 3a APYr“M.YTO KacaeTcs TOro, YTO MIPOU30UAET C TOKJIOHHUKAMU
Kpokoguma B 3TOM ropofe, TO 3TO He UMeeT OTHOIIeHus K JIogu.OgHaKo, KOTrfia OH JIETEN B BO3AYXeE,
OH OCTaQHOBWUJICS, B3TJISTHYJI HA YTOJI TOPOfia U 3aTeM IojieTes K BopotaM.— OOHapyxKeH?OCTphIit
B3rJIs1 3acTaBusl PoOUH, KOTOpas mpsTaiack B TEMHOTe, HEMHOTO onemuTh.OHa IOYTH YBEpeHa, YTo
Ovlta oOHapyxkeHa.Ho nouemy Jlo [Iu mo3Bonun eu yutu?Kpome Toro, pa3 oH o0nagasn CUiou, 4ToOk
nobenuth Kpokoauna, oH DOMXKeH OB JIETKO MOJYUHUTE €€ IIeCTh JIeT Ha3al, BepHO?Bo BCAKOM
cnydae, y Pobun 6b1510 MHOTO coMHeHuM. Ho ceiiyac, oHa, BO3MOXKHO, HOJI)KHA HAUTH CIEAYIOIIYIO
opraHusanuoo.OgHaKo, mpexae 4eM 3TO, OHa X0TeJla B3rITHYTh Ha HCTOPUYECKUU TEKCT, 0 KOTOPOM
ynoMmsuyn Kpokonun.OHa xoTena 3HaTh, OblIa T Ha HEM 3allUCh O CTOJIETHUX IIpobesax
uctopuu.lloucku nIpomoKaauch Tak 4OJIT0, ¥ OHA He X0TeJla yIyCKaTh HU MaJlerlen
BO3MOXKHOCTH.3aTeM OHa BCIILIXHYJIa U KCYe3Jia B TeMHOM Iepeyike.ConHIle caguiock. [lyCcThHS BCe
elre OblyIa HeCTEPIUMO ropsida. Kpokonun npucioHuics K 60IbIIoMy KaMHIO, TS2Keno abla.OH
c6exan!OueHp yHUKEHHO.IIpsIMO Kak Korfa-To Obin mobexmeH bensim MopsikoM.Bo BTopoii pa3!—
YepT Bo3bMHU, UepT Bo3bMU!YTO elrie 601ee 00UIHO, TaK 3TO TO, YTO €TI0 YCUIMS IIOYTH OECSITH JIeT
IIPOTIaIv BIYCTYIO B 3TOT MOMeHT.[1nyToH... He 3Hato, OyneT nu elife maHC HauTy ero.Huko PobuH,
eIMHCTBEHHAs, KTO MOXKET pacimudpoBaTh HCTOPUUECKUM TEKCT, TaKxKe Oblyla OpoIlleHa UM, U TETlePhb
€€ XKU3Hb U CMePTh Hen3BeCTHHL.— YepT Bo3pMU, bor Cmeptu Jlogu, xou MeHs!3atem Kpoxkonun
ucye3 B 6eckpailHeM MOpe IecKa C TPOCThI0.EQUHCTBEHHOE, 3a YTO MOXKHO ObLIO OB TOOIAarONapUTh,
MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO CJIOMaHHas HOTa, KOTOPYIO OH fepzKaj B pyke!Teneps ele eCcTh Hafgexka, 4To e€
MOXKHO OyJIeT COeIUHUTb....
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