- Xaxaxaxa, MO¥ moporoi mpyr IIpuMyc, Hall IJIaH yaancs U Telnepb MbI C TOOOH yKe UMeeM XOThb
KaKO0e-TO IIPaBo rojioca B 9TOM MUPE, - CO CMEXOM CKa3aJl ABI'YCT, KOTOPBIY CHAeN B KaOMHETE CBOETO
OTIla ¥ IpOCMaTpPXBaJl HOBOCTU O BOWHE TPeX UMIIEPHUN.

- Hy, B I'lla3aX OPYI'UX THI JINIIb HeBeXKeCTBEHHEIN IOHEII, KOTOprfI BO BCEM CIIyIIaeTCsA CTapefIHIHH, a
s JINIIDb XKaJIKNH HAaEMHUK, KOTOPOI'O ThI BRIKYIIUJI X COEJIAJI CBOMM JIMYHBIM OXPAHHUKOM M3 2KaJIOCTH,
- CKad3adJl {4, CHUOAd Ha JUBaHE PAOOM C HUM U OTKYChIBasi s10JI0KO.

- Ho pa3Be 3T0 He pa3Bsi3biBaeT HaM PyKu? B mepByio ouepens BO BCeX HAIIMX AEeMCTBUSX OCTaIbHEIE
OyoyT MBITAaTHCST HAWTH HACTOSIIETO BIOXHOBUTENIS, @ Ha HAC CaMMX Majo KTo 6ymeT BooO1e
oOpalaTh BHEMaHUe, - CKa3aJl OH, CHOBA YJILIOHYBIIKCh.

-Kak s u ayMall, TBOA 8.M6I/ILII/II/I CTaJIld TOJIBKO CUJIBHEE, - CO CMEXOM CKa3all .

- Tl Tak JONITO MEHS 3HAEIllb, YTO YK€ HaBHO MOJIKeH ObII TOHSThH TO, UTO 5T HE OCTAHOBJIIOCH, TIOKA B
MOMX PYKax He OKaxXXeTCs BeCh KOHTUHEHT, - IeTKOMBICIIEHHO CKa3aJll OH, - BripoyeM, s ToXe 3Ha10
Te0sI TOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO, YTOOH! OBITH YBEPEHHBIM B TOM, UTO IIPOUEIIL 3TOT IIYTh BMECTE CO MHOM.

Ia, s CTYIUJI Ha 9TOT IIyTh BMECTE C HUM, HO BOT IIPOIeM JIK MBI €T0 10 KOHIIa BMecTe? [laxe He
3HAI0, BeMb B IEPBYI0 o4yepenb s Bcerga 0yny 3a6oTuthcs o cebe. M XoTs cam ABTYCT yXKe BIIOIHE
MOXKET CUMTAThCS MOMM APYIOM, HO YMHUPATh BMECTE C HUM s BCe pPaBHO He Oymy.

- JJagHO yX... [laBail Jyd4ile IIOTOBOPUM O CJIEAYIOIIEM HAIlEM IIare, a 51 YBEPEH, YTO T €70 yKe
TIpUOyMaJl, - CIOKOMHO OTBETHII 51 €MY.

- Koneuno. Temeps s 0pHUIIHMATBEHO TEPIIOT, @ MOUM CJIEOYIOUIUM IIaroM OyOeT... IIOUCK KeHH! - ¢
XUTPOM YIIBIOKOM 3asBUII OH.

Hy KoHe4HO Xke, OH IIOSICHUJI MHEe BCe HAMHOTO fieTa/ibHee. Tenephb OH MOYTH ITOTHOCTHIO
KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CEMBIO, HO U3-3a BHE3AITHOM CMEHHI BJIaCTH ¥ CKOPOIIOCTHUXKHOM CMEPTH OTIIA U
OpaTheB, HUKAKOI0 Beca Ha IOJIUTUYECKOU apeHe OH caM He WMeJl.

Ho momo6HOe MOKHO OBITIO JIETKO PEIIUTh, TPOCTO CBsI3aB ce0si CEMENHBIMM Y3aMU C BIUSTEIbHEIMU
mogbME. Ho cam ABTyCT XOTeJI C ITOMOIIIbIO CBOero Opaka chesnaTh ele 00JIblle U JaXxe HAIPSIMYI0
obecrieuuTh cebe HameXKay Ha UMIIEPCKUM TPOH.

EMy Bcero Juilb HY2KHO OBIJI0 KAKUM-TO 00pa30M BIIIOOUTH B ce0sT CeIbMYI0 IPUHIIECCY, KOTOpas
o0OJtafana 0COOBIM CTATyCOM B MMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbe, BeOb OHa OblIa CaMO¥ TaJIaHT/IMBOH U
MI00MMOK HOYephi0 UMIIePaTopa.

Cam uMIiepaTop B30IIeJ Ha TPOH BCETO JIUIIL CEMb JIeT Ha3al U ellle He MOT KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh BCE B
UMIIEpPUY, OOHAKO C CAaMOT0 Hayasia OH pemuy 3abpaTh CIUIIKOM MHOTO BJIACTH Y CTAPOM
apUCTOKPATHH, YTO UM He ITOHPABUJIOCH, @ TI03TOMY B UMIIEPUU Ha3peBaJid NOBOJILHO OypHEIE



HEeOOBOJILCTBA.

U BmMecTe ¢ 9TUM apUCTOKpATHUS yKe UCKajla HOBBIX KAHAUAATOB Ha TPOH. B atou Umnepuu
IIpaBJieHNe XKEeHIUH He OBIJI0 YeM-TO CTPaHHBIM, HO U YeM-TO OOBIYHEIM He Obls10. XOTSI OHU KMeJIo
IIPaBO CTaTh IIPABUTENSIMH, HO B 04epear Haclaeaus CTOSJIY MOYTHA Ha CaMOM ITOCIIEJHEM MeCTe.

BrpoueMm, peanbHLIX TPOTHBHUKOB Y CEIbMOM ITPHUHIIECCH OBIIO UM TPU. [IepPBHIY IPUHII, TPETUM
IIPUHI] ¥ BOChMOI npuHIl. Ho u TyT Onina omHa npobieMa... CaMma cegpMasi IpHHIIECCA COBCEM He
CTpeMuack K TpoHy. Ee Oosiblilie MpuBIeKano UCKYCCTBO. 2KMBOIIKUCH U TI033US 3aBOpaXKMBaIn
IIPUHIIECCY, a OJIUTUYECKHUE UTPHI JINIITL HaBeBaJIU CKYKY.

OpHako ABIYCT pelIus 3TUM BOCIIOIb30BAThCS. Y HETO B BEICIINX KPyrax Kak pa3 Obljla penyTalus
CBe[IyIIeTo B UCKYCCTBE YeJIoBeKa U KpalHe TallaHTJIUBOTO XyI0KHKWKA, U II03TOMY OH PEIINI
TIOTIRITAThCSI COOMTa3HUTD MPUHIIECCY. A TTOMHS JTI000Bb UMIIEPATOpa K Hell, TOT CKOpee BCEeTo
IOANEPKUT J1I000T0 MyzKa CBOEW NoUepH, IoKa TOT He OygeT MPOCTOTIOTUHOM.

Y HalI njaH MpOABUTaJICs IIPOCTO IIPeKpPacHO. ABIyCT OBl Hafe/leH OrPOMHOM Xapu3MO,
IIpEeKPaCcHOM BHEIIHOCTHIO U JIOBKUM SI3HIKOM, TakK 4TO 1pobiieM ¢ cobna3HeHueM IIPUHIIECCH V¥ HETO
He Obi10. Hy a g Ke Mor He3aMeTHO U30aBUTHCS OT TeX, KTO CUJIbHEE BCET0 MOT HaM ITOMeIlaTh.

K cuacTtrio, g YZKe€ BIIOJIHE MOT COWTH 3a BOMHA TPETLEr0 YPOBHA, HaXKe 0e3 UCIO0JIb30BaHUS OHEpPruu
OYyIIn. Hy d BOMHOB Y€TBEPTOI'0 YPOBHA MHE BCTPEYATh U HE IIPUXOOUIIOCH, B€b OHU OB MOXKHO
CKa3aTh, CTPATETUYECKUM OPYKHUEM KaxXaou MMIIEPUU U YBUIOETH UX OBLIIO OYEHB CIJI0XKHO, naxe Ipu
KeJIaHUuu.

OpHaKo I TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ia IaaH ABI"YCTa yoaJicd 4 BCe XKe CMOTI'y CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHO BCTPETUTLCSA C TaKHM.

- A THI BIIOJIHE HEIJIOX JI CBOEr0 BO3PacCTa, lIapeHb, - CKa3ajl MHE JOBOJIBHO MOIIHBIYA Ha BUJ
MyK4YKWHa, KOTOPOT'0 MBI C ABI'YCTOM BCTPETUJIM, KOTTa CerOqHs IPUIINII HAaBECTUTh IIPUHLIECCY. ITO
OBl OsiOst cembMOit puHIlecCH u ViMnepckuil renepasn. OOUH U3 CUIbHENIINX BOMHOB UMIIEPUHY,
KOTODPHIM U3BECTEH TE€M, YTO YUCTOU CHJION CMOT IIPOPBATh FTOPOACKYIO CTEHY IIOTPAHUYHOT0 TOpPona
BocTouHoi nMnepun.

- Bnaro;:[aplo BacC 3a IIOXBAJly, I'eHepall, - CMUPEHHO IIOKJIOHHUJICA 51, B OTBET Ha €ro CJIOBAd.

- [Ja y, HUKaKO! roOpgOCTH BOWHA, Cpa3y BUAHO 00yueHUe YOUlH], - C HeOOJIBIINM pa30dapoBaHuEM
B TOJIOCE CKa3all OH, - Hy magHo, rmaBHOE, YTO CO CBOEH 3afiladyell TH CIIpaBseIbes. Mou moka 9To
OTIIOXHHU B CTOPOHKE, @ MHE HYKHO IIOTOBOPUTH C ABTYCTOM.

¢ KpaeM ria3a B3TJISHYJ Ha ABrycTa U yBULEeB He0OOJIbIION KUBOK, cpa3dy Xke yuien. Ho Bce paBHO
MMIIYJIbC CHUJIBI, KOTOPHIM BHIIYCTUJ TeHepasl, Ha MTHOBEHUe Cpa3y [JaJl MHe NTOHSATh, YTO g IIPOCTO
HUYEro He CMOTY eMy caenaTh. OH ObIT KaK MUHUMYM B [I€CSITh Pa3 MEHS CUJIbHEE, U B 0010 s OBl HE
CMOT HAYEero eMy CHearTh.



BrpoueM, 3Ta BCTpeya IMpoIIa BIOJIHE YAAYHO, CYas II0 yIbI0Ke ABrycTa I0ocje pa3roBopa C
reHepasioM, UTo s BCKope moaTBepaui. MMmepaTop omoOpui 6pak ABrycTa U CEObMOK IIPUHIIECCHI, |
maxe opuIMaabHO 00bSIBUI 00 9TOM Ha BCIO MMIIEPHIO, CPA3y JKe B3BOJIHOBAB BCEX.

[TomoOHBIHM X07 ObLT OONBIINM YOUBIEHUEM [JIS1 OCTAJIbHBIX ceMeli. [Tociie cMepTH OoTIia ABryCTa U
IIOTEPH MMOYTH MMOJIOBUHHI BOKCK, €70 CEMbH yXKe CIIHMCaIU C IONUTUYECKON apeHbl U IepecTanu
paccmaTpuBaTh, Kak MPOTUBHUKA, HO ABT'YCT 3aCTaBUJ/I UX 3aCOMHEBAThHCH.

HuKTO U3 CTaphIX apHCTOKPATOB HE BEPUII B CUITY JTF00BU U MONOOHOE COOBITHE 3aCTABUIIO UX
paccMoTpeTh ABTyCTa IIpUCTaabHee. HeKOoTophie Jaxke MOHSIM CMOTJIM PACCMOTPETh YacTh €ro
IeiCTBUM, HO 0C000 He BHICOBBIBAJIKCH, HE XKeJlas CUJIbHO Pa3pyLIaTh OTHOCUTENIBHO CTAOUTBHYIO
CUTYalHIo.

Ho ABrycTy 65Bl10 IIJIeBaTh Ha UX CAEPKaHHOCTh, U OH MPAKTUYECKH Ccpa3y XkKe yKa3ajl MHe Ha TeX
JIIOMeH, KOTOPBIX HYXKHO OBIII0 yOuTh. 1 ToKe 0c000 06 3TOM He 3a[iyMBIBAJICS ¥ Hayall TOTUXOHBKY
BBIPE3aTh HAIIMX MPOTUBHUKOB. B mMepByio ouepeas Mo HOXK ITOIIIA CTOPOHHUKHY ITePBOTO ITPHUHIIA,
Ybsl TO3UIIKS OBbIJIa KpPemye BCero.

U Ha Hac ¢ ABryCcTOM HUKTO IIOYTH U He ITofyMal. [la, ero crtaau paccMaTpuBaTh C OObIIen
OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, HO HUKTO [axke U IOAyMaTh HE MOT O TOM, YTO TOT OygeT CTPEMUTHLCS K
UMIIEPCKOMY TPOHY. Y 03TOMY BCe Hadalu NOA03PeBaTh OCTaIbHbIE GPAKIUK B 3TOM U MTOCHIIATh
IPYT K Apyry OOoJbllle MITHOHOB.

Hy d MEI 2k€ B 3TOM BPEMA IIOJIb30BAJINCh CPITy&I.IPIGfI " II10 o49epenn y61/1pam/1 BaXHEBIE (I)I/Il"ypbl n3 BCeEX
(l)paKI_IHfI, 130aBIASACH OT IIPOTUBHUKOB 1 BMECTE C 3TUM €Ill€ CUJIbHEE PA32KUT'dAd BHYTPEHHNE
IIPOTHUBOPEYHA, II0OKa B OMMH MOMEHT CUTYyallusd He B30pPBasiack.

- [Ipumyc! Xopowmwue HOBoCTH! ['epor JIUCT BMeCTe C TPEThUM IIPUHLIEM [IOJHSAJIN BOCCTaHUE!
HWMnepcKre rBapouu yKe BBICTIAIM Ha ero MofaBlieHre, TaK 4TO HacTalo BpeMs OelCTBOBATh I0-
KPYIIHOMY, - 3a0€eKaB B MOIO KOMHATY, TPOTOBOPUJI ABTyCT.

Temeps B CTpaHe HAYAJICS XaoC, a 3HAYUT JTIOel yKe TOTOBE Pa3TPEI3Th OPYT APYTY TTIOTKH, TaK YTO
HaM HY2KHO OBIJIO JIMIITh TUXO CHOEIaTh HECKOJIBKO 'POMKHUX YOUMUCTB IIOM LIYMOK.

- 3HAYUT, HAYHEM IIPOJIUBATh UMIIEPCKYIO0 KPOBb? - C YIIBIOKOM CITPOCHII 5.

- KoHeuHo. {1 yXe Halllen HyKHYI0 HHQopMaIuo. [IaTei IPUHI] BMEeCTe C Y4eTBePTOM IPUHIIECCOR
CPOYHO BbIeXaJld B CTOJIUIY. BTOPOM IPUHI] TaKXe BBICIIA IUCHMO, YTO IIPHUENET Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO
IHel. A mecTol IPUHI] BooOlle HeOXUOAHHO IOAgepKas TPeThero IPUHIIA B BOCCTAHUHY, - C YIIBIOKON
CKa3aJl OH, flaXe He MBITasICh CIEePXKUBaTh CBOIO PafiOCTh, - TBOS 3amada U30aBUTHCS OT BCEX IIPUHIEB
Y IIPUHIIECC, KPOMe «TJIaBHBEIX KaHAUAAToB». MIX cMepTs ellle cuiibHee BCKOJIBIXHET I'HEB UMIIepaTtopa
U TOT BBHILIUIET ellle O0JIbllle BOKWCK Ha M0flaBlieHue BOCCTaHUs. B 3TOT MOMEHT BOCbMOM IIPHUHI OyfeT B
cronulle, npudeM 6e3 0co00M OXpaHbl U TOrfga Mbl ©30aBuMcs U OT Hero. Hy a Torga Halmmmmu
IIPOTUBHUKAMU OYOyT JIUIIb IEPBLIM IPUHI ¥ BOCCTABIINE TPETUH U IIECTOM NPUHII, 0T KOTOPHIX
130aBUTHCS CaM UMIIEPATOp.



¢ He cTan OojbIlle KOATh U CPa3y e MYCTHICS B MyTh. KapeTa ¢ OTIPBICKAMK UMIIEpATOpa
OXpaHsJIaCh BCETO JIUIIb ABYMST BOMHAMHU TPETHETO YPOBHS, YOUMCTBO KOTOPHIX HE BHI3BAJIO Y MEHS
npo6ieM. Hy a Broporo mprHIla BooO1Ie 0XpaHsia BCETO JIUIIb OOWH BOUH TPETHET0 YPOBHS, IPUYEM
He 0c000 CUJILHEIM.

Hx YGHﬁCTBO " IIPpaBOa BBI3BAJIO Y UMIIEPATOPa CUJILHBIM THEB, IIpu4eM HaCTOJIBKO CHUJIbHBIM, UTO TOT
JaXe CaM BO3TJIaBUJI dPMHUIO, YTOOBI MIOJTaBUTh BOCCTaHME. DTO TaK¥kKe IIPpHUBEJIO JINAEPOB BOCCTAHUA B
IIaHUKY, ¥ 0aJI0 MHE BO3MOXXHOCTb THXO 130aBUTHCS OT BOCHMOT0 IIpUHIIA.

Boree TOro, cuTyamus cTaja elle HHTepecHee. IMIepaTop TUYHO Ka3HUJI TPETLETO U IIECTOT0
TIPUHIIEB TIOCTIE B3SITUSI KPEIIOCTH, B KOTOPOH Te MPSTalIKuCh, HO HEOXKUOAHHO [IJIS BCEX, MOIYYHUII yaap
B CIIMHY OT [I€PBOT0 IPUHIA. XOTS OH He yMep, HO 0Ka3aJjcs TAXKeJ0 PaHeH U cOexall BMECTe C
HECKOJIbKUMY BEPHBHIMU KOMaHOWPaMH.

Jla}Ke MEI C ABFYCTOM OBLIIH YOUBIJIEHEL I'IOJIO6HBIM IIOBOPOTOM CO6LITHfI, BeOb I/IMnepaTop OBIIT elle u
BOMHOM YETBEPTOT'O YPOBHSI. Ho 370 6BI7IO Oaxe JIy4dIlle, 4eM HepBOHa‘{aHBHBIfI I1JIaH.

ABTyCT yKe 3apyumsics NOAePXKKOM reHepasia UMIIEPUH, OOK CeIbMOM IIPHUHIIeCCH. BmecTe ¢ HUM
OHU Ha BCIO CTONUIY 0OBSBUIIM ITEPBOTO IIPUHIIA TPeaTelieM UMIIEPUH U B TOT XKe IeHb KOPOHOBAJIH
CeIbMYI0 IPUHIIECCY, KaK UMIIEPATPHUILY.

[TomoOGHBIM X0 YOUBUII BCEX OCTAIbHBIX, @ HEKOTOPHIE fJaXke JoTafla/liuCh, OT YbUX UMEHHO PYK
noru0Iy oCTanbHbEIEe IPUHITE ¥ IPUHIlecCH. Ho OBII0 yX&Ke Mo30HO....

[Tog KxoHTpONEM ABrycTa, Hallld apMUU OBUHYJIUCH B CTOPOHY IIEPBOT0 IIPUHIIA U JOBOIBHO GBICTPO
pa3dunu ero, a yxke depes napy KHeW [IOCJIe 3TOT0 5 JINYHO OTPYOUII TOJIOBY IIePBOMY IIPUHILY.

MBI TakKe CMOTTIM HalTH PaHEHHOT0 UMIIepPaTopa, OJHAKO HaIlle]l ero JIETUOH, KOTOPHIH OB BEPeH
He UMIIEPUH, a TUYHO MHe U ABrycTy. Y moaToMy mepen HaMu BCTaJjl [OBOJILHO HHTEPECHBIH BOIIPOC...

- UTo HaM #enaTh C yxKe OBIBIIMM UMIIEPATOPOM? - CIIPOCUII MeHSI ABI'YCT, CMOTps Ha 611eJHOTO
MYKYUHY, KOTOPBIi JieXkKasl Ha KpoBaTu nepej HaMu. B KoMHaTe OBIJIO BCETO TPU YejloBeKa, a UMEHHO
PaHEeHHHIN UMIIEPaTOp, ABTYCT | .

- 4 mymato, y Hac ¢ ToOo# Jaxe HeT BEIOOpa, - CKa3al s eMy, liepefaBas KWHXKall, - K Tomy ke MHe
IIOBOJILHO ITOHPABUJIOCH IIPOJIMBATh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO KPOBB, II09TOMY S aM U Tebe BO3MOKHOCTD
orpo6oBaTk.

[Tocne Moux cyioB ABryCT HaXMyPHJICS, ¥ CTajll OyMaThb. ECIIM KTO-TO Y3HAET O TOM, YTO MHI CHeJIay,
TO BBIXKUTH Y HAC y2Ke HUKaK He [IOJIyYUThCS, HO €CJIM UMIIepaTop BEIKUBET, TO JaxKe eC/y Y Hac He
OTHHUMYT TPOH HAIIPSIMY10, U3 TEHU BCe PaBHO BCEM YIIpaBNATh OygeT UMeHHO OH. Y mostoMy ABrycT
PEIInCS. .



Ero KMHXan BollleN B TPYOb UMIIEPATOPA, 3a/IuB Oejible IPOCTHIHU KPOBLIO, a 5 IEpepe3all eMy IIelo,
yTOOBI HaBepHSKA yOouTh. Tenmeps CeBepHast HMIIePHs IPUHAIekKaaa HaM, 0CTaBaJIOCh JIHIIb
HaABECTH B HEM IIOPSAIOK...
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