«HeTt... MaMa, He yMupaii».

Ilaxxe Ha ee OTYASHHBLIN [IPU3BIB MaTh HE OTBETHUIIA.

X0Ts OHa BUOesa CMEPThL MaTEPH OEBsATH Pa3, OHa BCe ellle HE MOT'JIa IIPDUBBEIKHYTh K 3TOMY.

Cne3bl CTeKaju 0 THIIBHOW CTOPOHE ee CYXUX U IMOTPECKABIIUXCS PYK.

«Mama...»

IpIxaHue MaTepHy MOCTEIIeHHO 3aTUXao C KaXkI0u MOIb00H.

IecsTas XKu3Hb. M 1Mocie cerogHsIIHero OHs, KakK BCerya, ee MaTh yMpeT. [1oKa phillapy, KOTOPhHIe
MOJIKHEI OBITM 32 HUMHU IIPHCMATPUBATh, HEHAMIOJITO OTJIYYMIKCh, OHA CIIOJI3jIa Ha IOJI U CHSJIA
KOBPUK, KOTOPEIM ObIT HAMHOTO OOJIBIIE ee Teja.

«MamMa, epXKucs... 4 crnacy Tebs!»

IbIxaHue MaTepu ObII0 HACTOJIBKO CJIa0BIM, YTO OHA IOyMaJla, YTO CKOPO YMPET.

Y6Hpa5{ KOBEDP, OHa mombexarna K MaTepH u IIOCIIyIladjia, KaK obeTcs ee cepaune.

Yoap. Yoap. Yoap.

[Iynsc ecTs.

Ho 3a To BpeMsi, 1OKa OHa TalllAJIach K MaTEPH, €e MaTh, y KOTOPOM IOJHSIach TeMIepaTypa, TaK U
He 0YHYJIach.

«[1epXKUCS... ellle HEMHOTO... eIlle IYTh-YyTh».

Bckope KoBep ObLI OTOIBUHYT, ¥ TIOSIBUJICS HETIOJIHbIM Maru4ecKuii KpyT.

Osna pocrana CGpGGpHHBIfI KaM€eHb, KOTOpBIfI 6epe}KHo XPpaHHUJia B KapMadHe, U IIPOBEJIa €eIlle
HECKOJIbKO Maru4eCKux JINHUU.

«bomnpHO...»

Ha ee PyKaX IOABUIUCE BOJIABIPH OT KaMH/, KOTOprfI TO TYyT, TO TaM CTAaHOBHJICA OCTPEIM HU3-3ad



IfapanuH Ha IOTy.

OpHako pacciabnsaThcs OBIIO HEKOTTA.

Tyn. Tyn.

3BYKM I1Iar0oB, JOHOCUBIIHMECS MU3ajieKa, CTAHOBUIUCE BCe OuKe U OIHKe.

9TO0 3aCTaBIsNo ee PYKY OBUTAaThCA BCE GBICTpee " 6BICTpee.

Bompeku cepplly, UCCOXIIIKE U TIOTPECKABIIMECS PYKU He MOTJIM IBUTAThCSA TakK, KaK ed XOTeJIOCh OFBL.

KpoBb CcTeKana C ee pyK BCSKHI pa3, KOTHa OHa Opajack 3a rpy0slil KaMeHb, YTOOHI [oljapamnaTh MOJ.

«Hy xe. [laBaii, MaMa... I [oJIXKHa ciacTé Mamy!»

C cuHsIKaMu 110 BCeEMY TeJly OHa CMOTpe€Jia Ha MaMy, KOTOPas CIiajia Ha II0JIy, UCIIOJIb3YA B Ka4€eCTBE
ofesdila 3aHaBEeCKY.

Ee pyku Tak cunbHO 6onenu. BombHO [O Cries.

Tyn. Tyn. Tyn.

CGTOJIHH Y Heée OPOXKaJlKh PYKH, XOTSA OHA 3HAJI4d, YTO JOJIZKHA CIIEIINTh.

«Bo3bpmu ceOst B pyku. THI IOMKHA B3ATh CE0ST B PYKU».

Bot yX&ke Mecs1] OHa KaXXObY OeHb pHCOBajia Marndyeckue TUHUHY, YTOOH OKOAThCS 3TOT0 MOMEHTA.
Celiyac OHa He MOXeT yNacTb.

Bomme6HbIN KPyT, HApUCOBAHHBIM 110/ TOTEPTEIM KOBPOM. Y Hee HET BpeMeHH. [1ocre ceromHsIIHEer0
IHS ee MaTh CHOBa yMpeT.

«MaMa... {I HuKora 60blIe He TIOTEPSI0 TeO».

Cre3sl TEKJIU II0 ee TjIa3aM.

«He mmays Kak gypo4ka. f MOry cracTu ee. f cracy ee B 3TOT pas».



LI}’BCTBO B PYKaX yZXKe IIPOIIajio, a 3BYK IIaroB CTAHOBUJICA BCE I'pPOMYE K T'POMYE.

«Yro, oHa u3beraeT MeHs, IoToMy uTo 6onbHA? KeM oHa cebs BO30OMHUIIA, UMIlepaTpuliei? ['mynas
XKeHIuHa!»

«Ho Bamre Benn4yecTBo, OHa BOT-BOT YMDPET. Bam CliegyeT IIOKd BO3OepP2KaTbCA».

«...IIpoknsTtee. OHa GbIZIa BeChbMa II0JIe3Ha, HO €CITH TaK, TO MBI BCE eIlle MOXKeM KMCII0NTb30BaTh
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEeHHOTo pebeHKa!»

OT 3TOT0 roJioca Mo Koxke modexany Mypaiku. ITo 6si1 MMmnepaTtop. Ecnu oH mpumeT, To CHOBa
ymapuT ee. Ha 9TOT pa3 oH cHOBa GBI 3071, ¥ €T0 IIard 3By4Yasid KaK HUKOTTA.

HOCMOTpeB Ha MaTh, KOTOPasa CTajia Oeoi Kak IIPOCTHIHA, OHa OTJIOZKHKJIAa KaMEHb.

BmecTo 3TOT0 OHa BEITEPJIa OKPOBABJIEHHBIE PYKU 00 IIOJ.

KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHa IPOCTO 00si3aHa MPOBECTU MaTUYeCKUe TUHUH.

«4... 1 coenana aTo!»

9TOro okasayioch fJOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OHAa ¥ €€ MaTh BOILIM B KPOBABHIA Maru4ecKui Kpyr.
BpocuBmuch K MaTepPH, OHA OIHOM PYKOM KPEIKO CxKaJla ee PYKY, a APYTYIO IOJI0XKUIIA Ha IO,

3aTeM UX OKyTaJl IDKUU CBeT.

Bym.

He3zaBucumMo OT TOro, 3aMEeTUIIN OHHU TIoMexy UK HET, B 9TOT MOMEHT OBE€Pb PACIIaXHYIIdCh C
OT'POMHEIM I'DOXOTOM.

«4to 3T10...!»

OpnHako OBLITIO YXKe CIIUIIKOM IIO30HO.

OHU HUYEro He MOIJIX CHeJIaTh, MaxXke eCJIX OBl BOIIUIH.

Marudeckuii 3aHaBeC YZKe PaCCTHIIaJICA ITepea MaTePhI0 U TOYEPBI0.



«IIpoknaTasa meB4oHka! Kak Tel cmeelns yxoguts! Tel Mos!»

«Hert! 4 mamuna!»

«IIpoknsaTee! TTo30Bu ux ceivac xkKe! B3sTh ux! M30aBbTECH OT MAarkyeCcKoOro Kpyra!»

B aToM mMIepaTOpCKOM OBOPIIE, TIe BCS Marus CBeleHa Ha HET, HaKOHeIl-TO ObLT HapHCOBaH
pabounit MaruyeckKuit Kpyr.

[ToaToMy, yCBIIaB MPUKa3 UMIepaTopa, HUKTO He 6PoCUIICS Ha apy.

Kpowme Toro, oHu ObIM 6€CIIOMOIIHE ITepes 6apbepoM Maru4eckoro Kpyra.

«XBarauTe ux! XBataute ux! ECiu He XOTUTE IIOTEPATh CBOU I'OJIOBBI!»

ViMmepaTop ¥ phillapy OLICTPO MOTSHYIUCH K HUM, HO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO, 3TO TO, YTO UX
PYKH OBITM PaHEHHI, KOTIa BPeMs ¥ TPOCTPAHCTBO HAayalk Pa3phIBAThCS.

«OtnuyHo. [TocTpapmaiiTe BCe, KTO HaJ HAMHU HU3[I€BaICI!»

B ee cmoBax YYBCTBOBaJIaCh MOIITHAA CHJIA, HAIIOJIHABIIAA BCE€ BOKPYT, CJIOBHO BETED, U PaHUBIIAA
TeX, KTO IIBITAJICA UX CXBATHUTE.

«ThI!»

«IIpomauTe!»

OHa KpuyaJja Ha UMIlepaTopa, Hafgesach O0bille HUKOTA €T0 He YBUETh.

Ho B rny6uHe Oyimu oHa XOTejla CKa3aTh, YTO 0053aTeIbHO BEPHETCS, YTOOB 0TOMCTUTH! OmHAKO
0ercTBo - ee mepBooOYEpPEIHAS 3aMaYa.

«HeT!»

T'omoc MmepaTopa, KOTOPBIM HE COABAJICS IO CAMOTO KOHIIA, OBII CIIBIIIIEH, HO HEKOTHa
TPOMOIIONOGHEIN TOIOC CTall OTHANATHCS. He ycrena oHa OITOMHUTLCS, KaK TPOCTPAHCTBO Mepe[ Hel
HCKA3HUIOCH.

9T0 OBLI IOJHLIM yCIIeX.



OnHa HaKOHEI-TO CIlaciiaCh BMECTE CO CBOEH YMI/IpaIOH.Ieﬂ MaTep&Io.

3aKpHIB I'71a3a OT OCTIEIUTEILHOT0 CBEeTa, OHa Yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMs OTKPEIIAa WX U YBHUIENa, YTO
HAKOHEII-To [oOpajach N0 MecTa Ha3HaYeHHs.

OHa oT/IM4Yanach OT TOM yOOTOM KOMHATH, B KOTOPOM OHM HaXOOUJIMCh HEKOTOPOE BpeMst Ha3aj.

B To¥t KoMHaTe He OBLIO HAYEro, KpoMe [iiBaHa CO CJIOMaHHOM HOXKKOM, a IIOCKOJIbKY He ObIII0
ofiesina, MPUIITIOCh JOBOJILCTBOBATHCS 3aHABECKaMH, CKBO3b KOTOPHIE B pa30UTOE OKHO ITPOHUKAT
3aBhHIBAIOIIU BETED.

He 3Has, 4TO B KOMHaTe eCTh 060TpeBaTEb, JEBYIIKA IOHSIA, YTO 3[eCh ITAaXHET COBCEM HE Tak, Kak
TaM, I'7e OHa Obl/la PaHbIIIE.

Kak HE CTpaHHO, KpOMe 3allaxa KHUT, 3[IeCh IPUCYTCTBOBAJ 0COOHIH TPEeBECHEIH 3arax.

«A...!»

Ha momy 6BLT paccTesieH TeIIBN KOBEP, U CIIBIIANICS TPECK OPOB, U3NTYYaloNIUX TEIIO.

Hakomer oHa mo6pasnack 4o 3TOTO MeCTa.

«KT1O TBI?»

Ona noBepHyJa TOJI0BY Ha BHE3AMHBIU I'OJIOC.

Kak 6YI[TO O4Y€Hb YI[I/IBJ'IGHHHﬁ WX IOsSIBJIEHHWEM BO BCIIBIIIIKE CBETA, X034WH KOMHATEI CYy3UJI I'/la34d.

«A...!»

Osna uT0-TO O0pPMOTAasa, BCTaBasd.
Ha HuX ¢ HEHOyMeHHEM CMOTPEIT KPaCUBBEIA MyKUKWHA, CIOBHO CO3TAHHBIN IO 00pa3y ¥ Momo6uio

Bboxbemy.

My}K‘-II/IHa C YePHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU U KPYIITHBIM TEJIOCIIOZKEHUEM. C IIepBOro B3rjidnga Ka3aJloCh, 9YTO OH
I1JIOXO CIIall.

OHa yKa3ajia Ha Hero IajblieM, KOTOPhI HaCTOPOXKEHHO CMOTPEJT Ha HUX B UHOM CMEICTIE, YEM
UMIIepPaTop.



«Benukuui repuor Asenos! 9To BeI!»

YnribKa 1mossBUIach Ha ee JIuIle, KOTrfia OHa YBU[EeJa, YTO OH TSXKeJI0 KUBHYJI BMECTO OTBETA.

«4 ycnien BoBpeMs. [ToMCKM 3aKOHYUNIKUCh. MOU Tala KaHOugaT!»

«...4to...? Kaunupnat B HambI?»

«J1a! TToxkamy#cTa, 103a00ThCSA O HAC C MaMoOu!»

YKpHIBIIKCH BETXOM 3aHaBECKOM, OHa KPeIKo 00HsIa CIISIIYI0 MaTh.

«Ecnu TH cenaeb 3To, S cenan Teds I/IMHepaTopOM!»

«Xa...?”»

«IToTomy 4TO 5 cunbHAA!»

«9Ta cuTyauusd... Kak s JojIKHa 3TO IPUHATE?»

«Korma s BEIpPACTY, 5 caesnan Te0s KMIepPaTOPOM... IOTOMY YTO THI 3TOT0 X0Uellb, I Oymy HyxKHa
Tebe [yId 3TOro...»

K coxkarneHnuio, 3MeCh ee pa3yM 3aTyMaHHUJICS.

Ee MaHy MOZKHO OBLII0 Ha3BaTh J'Iy‘lH.IGIZ, HO M3-3a €€ MaJIEHBKOI'0O Tejla OHa PYXHET I10CJIE OMHOT0
3aKJIIMHaHUA.

Ho 3T0 GBITIO HE CTPAIIIHO.

Benb oHE ¢ MaTepbi0 HAKOHEI-TO 0CBOOOMMINCE OT (DaIbIITMBOTO OTI[A, KOTOPHIM W3[IeBaJICs Hafl
HUMH. [I03TOMY OHa CITOKOMHO 3aKphljla I'1a3a, 3Has, 4YTO B CJIeyIOIIKM pa3, KOTrfla OHa OTKPOeT
r7a3a, uX XKOET HOBoe Oymyiiee.

Bo cHe eyl Ka3anoch, YTO OHa ITapUT Ha KPOBaTH.

Bl'IepBbIe I1ociie YGHfICTBa OTIIa OHA OIOYTHJIA TEIIJIO IIOCTENIN U OBl7la TaK CYACT/IMBA, UTO HE XOTela
OTKDPBIBATH I'/Ia3a.



Korga oHa unu ee MaTh 3acChHIIaNH, PEILIAPH II0 O4Yepegu u3gaBalii 3BYKH. EcTecTBEeHHO, YTO YEI0BEK
MO2XKeT 3a6OJ'IeTB, €CJIM He €CT U He CIIUT.

U BCe Xe, 110 X MHEHMIO, OHU 3TO «3aCIIlyZKHuIIn».

Vix nu3neBaTenbCTBa ObIIM €CTECTBEHHEI, BeOb e (pajIbIIUBLIN 0Tell, HEIHEIIHWH UMIIePaTop, TOXKe
M3MeBaJiCcsl Hal HUMHU. HelHeHY uMIiepaTop, [ opu, OTKPHITO MPUKa3kIBal U3[I€BaThCS HAJl HUMH.

Ho ceropgns oHa J0Jro crana, 4 €e ToXe He NUHaNu.

«XM... XOPOIIIO».

Ona OCTOPO2KHO IIpHZKajla K cebe ofmesino.

Owyiienue Tenna.

OpHako Oig Hee 3Ta POCKOIIIb Onlna HeyMeCTHa.

Kak TonpKO OHa 0CO3HaiIa 3TOT (I)aKT, €€ I'Jla3a BHEe3aIlHO OTKPLINIUCE.

«AK!»

[Inoxoe crnydaeTcs, KOTga OHa YyBCTBYeT cebsi CIOKOMHO, II03TOMY y Hee II0 BCceMy Telly Iobexkau
MYpalIKH.

«XyK... XyK...»

Kak TonpKo OHa OTKDEIJIA I''Ta3d, TO YBUOEJIA ITIOTOJIOK, IIOJIHOCTEIO OKJIEEHHEBIN 000SIMH.

9TO OTIHUYANIOCh OT IIPUBBIYHOT O en IIOTPECKABLIETOCA IIOTOJIKaA C HaYTI/IHOI;I.

«ITO?!»

OHa BCTasa, KaK TOJIbKO yBUMEIa HEOOBIYHbIH Mer3ax.

[Teii3aK, KOTOPHEIY OHA yBUfeNa, ObUT 0€3MATEKHBIM. 30eCh OBIJIO TEI0, U aTMocdepa Oblyia MATKOM.

CTapI/IHHbIe 060ou 1 MecTaMu HEIIOBPEeZXKOEeHHbIE BEIIH.



«[ToueMy THI TaK yOuBIIEHA?»

[lepepn Hel CTOUT My2K4YMHA, IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPAILINY Ha Hee. He3HaKOMBIN I'0J10C 3aCTaBUIl €€
B3OPOTHYTh.

«A...!»

YyBCTBO peabHOCTY BEPHYJIOCH K HE C 3al03[aHueM.

E# Ka3amoch, 4YTO OHA BUIUT MPUSITHLIM COH, HO 3TO OBIJIO He Tak. [lepeq HelM CTOUT BEJIUKUHN T'epIoT
ABeJIOH.

OHa meITanach IepeHeCTuCh CI0a, U 1nepen TeM, KaK 3aKpPEHITh I'Jla3a, e}l T0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA BUIOUT
9TOT'0 YEeJIOBEKA, a TEIIEPh OKAa3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO HE COH.

«3Jt0 Ob11 He coH! d cuenana ato! A kpyT!»

«[Tocre TaKOTO MOSIBIIEHUS ThHI PeIIuia, YTO 3TO OBLT COH?»

MyX4rHa, CUAEBIINHI B KPecye CO CKpellleHHbIMU HOTaMHU, YIBIOHYJICS ¥ HaKJIOHUIICS BIIepeq.

«HHTEpecHO.»

Ero xonopHble, KaK Jef, T7la3a CMOTPeNd Ha Hee. ['onyOrie riia3a ObIM CBUPEINIBIMU M OCTPHIMU, KaK Y
M$SICHHKA.

Ona B3OPOTrHYyJa OT €ro B3riadna, HO IIOCTapajlaChk BRIIIPAMUTLECSA, KaK HU B 4YEM HE OBIBAJIO.

<<Ter[epb, KOrga Thl OYHYIIACh, TeOe ecTh YTO CKa3aTh MHe? Mucc «BOPOBKa, COBEPLIXBIIAA
BEJIMKOJIEITHOE BTOPZXKEHNEe B JOM».

HecmoTps Ha TO 4TO 9TO OBIIIO BTOPKEHME B IOM, OHAa He cuuTasa ce0s BOPOBKOM.

B kHUTE, KOTOPYIO OHA TaKOM 4YMTalla, TOBOPUIIOCh: « HUKOTma He CTOUT MyraThCs B IPHUCYTCTBUU
OPYTUX JIIOJEn».

Ocob6eHHO KOrfia 3aKiIiodaelb coesKy. iHaue mpoTUBHUK Oy[ieT CMOTPETh Ha Bac CBBICOKA.

[TosToMy OHa pacmpaBua €4y U MOgHSATIA T0HO0POLOK.



«Bubu - He BopoBKa! [IpoCToO... s MpHIUIA CI0fa, YTOOB 3aKJIIOUUTE CHOEJNKY!»

«Cpenky.»

«f mpepmarato ce0s. IToxanyiicra, OyogbTe MOeU CeEMbel IT0 UMeHHU. B CBOIO ouepens... Mama U ... 9-
3...!»

OHa moneITanach Ha OMHOM [IBIXaHUU BHIILTIOHYTH BCE CJII0BA, KOTOPHIE OBITK Y HEee Ha YMe, HO PSIIOM C
Hel HUKOTO0 He OLLJIO.

«Mama! Mawma!»

OHa mocIemnrHo ornspenack. OHa leXkaja Ha KpOBAaTH U [yMalla, YTO PSNOM C Heil OymeT jexkarh ee
MaMa, HO MaMEI He OLLIO.

«Kak u 02KM[Ian0Ch, KEHIIKMHA, KOTOpas MIPUIIIa ¢ TOOOH, JOIKHA OBITh TBOEH MaTePhIO».

«YTo TH ¢ Heu caenana! OTmaTe MHE MO0 Mamy!»

OHa IIoCIIeIHo BCTaa.

OpHako, cama TOTO He II0mo3peBasi, ee OgexXny CMEHNIIN, U OHa OKa3aJlaCh JJIMHHEE, YeM OHa
oxwupana. M3-3a cBOOOTHOTO IIIaThs €€ TeJ0 YyThb HEe YIIaJIO BIIEpen.

«OCTOpPOXKHO!»
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