IIBa mHS - UMEHHO CTOJILKO BPeMEeHH IIPOIIJIO C TeX Mop, Kak mpormast Ilepcu [IxkekcoH. [IKelCcoH
kanes, 4To otuyuM Ilepcy, 1oy, He MO3BOHUII CPady ke, KaK TOJILKO y3Ha, 4To Ilepcu B Oeme, HO
HeT, [lepcu 110 HEM3BECTHHIM NTPUYMHAM BeJiesl eMy XaaTh. [[2KeWCOH BOIIIeJ Ha IOJISIHY, THe B
nocnenHui pa3 Bugenyu [lepcu. OH HaXMYpPHUIICS, YBUIEB, YTO 3[eCh ONpenesIeHHO MTPOU30IIIa ApakKa.
3emis ObljIa ellle BlIazKHOM, a 9TO 03Hayaso, YTo Ilepcu UCIIoNb30Bal ero CUiy. B rpsisu BUIHEIUCH
OJKOTH ¥ CCafiuHbI. [[2KeWCOH HAKJIOHHUIICS, YTOOR OCMOTPETh 3€MJTI0, ¥ TYT €r0 BHUMAaHUe IIPUBIIEKIIO
4yTO0-TO Onectsimee. OH pa3ABUHYJI TPABY U m0m00pasl IPOTUK - ABYXOIOMMOBYIO UTITY, BEIXOISIIYIO U3
HeOOJIBIIIOr0 MUIMHPA C TOHKUMHU CBETJIO-TOIYORIMU IephsIMU Ha 00PaTHOM CTOPOHe. [I3KeNCoH
IIPOBEPUJI UTJIy B PYKe Ha HaJu4yKe KaKuX-I11u00 Ormo3HaBaTe/IbHEIX IPU3HAKOB, YTOOH y3HATh, KOMY
OHa MPUHA[JIEKUT - TOJICKA3aTh, KTO MMOXUTHII €T0 IPYTa, - HO OHA OBbIJIa YHCTA.

OH CHOBa BCTAJl 4 TIOMOIIeN K OQHOMY U3 IepeBbeB. "Surgere", - CKa3asl OH MO-JIaTHIHU. B Kope
TIOSIBUTIOCH COHHOE JIUI0. [[2KeMCOH OTCTYIWII Ha3a/l, KOrMa JeBYyIlKa, KOTOPO# Ha B OBIIO He
OornblIe IeCTHAANATH, BEIJIe3Ia U3 CTBOMTA. E€ Koxka Oblyla OKpalieHa B 3eJIeHBIH IIBET B TOH
3eJIEHOMY IIJIaThI0 ¥ CBEPKAIOIIMM 3€JIeHBIM Tla3aM.

"M3BuHUTE 3a 6ECIIOKONCTBO, HO MHE HYKHO CIIPOCUTHL Bac 00 OMHOM. OTO OYeHb BaxkHO", - ORICTPO
3aroBopust [[2KeNCOH, IT0Ka [eBYyIIKa TepJa I'la3a ¥ paccCMaTpUBaja ero C HOT [0 T'OJIOBHI.

"TlomyGor?" - cripocuma oHa. [IxKelcoH KuBHYI: "YTo Tebe HyxkHO0?" OHa ycTaso B3MOXHYIa.

"¢l XOTes CIIPOCHUTD, BUAEH JIU BBl UM KTO-HUOYOb U3 OpHal, YTO IIPOM30III0 30eCh OBa JHS Ha3afl
0Ko0J10 monymHA?" crpocun [IxxercoH. Humda BeIrnsgaena IOTPyXKeHHOX B Pa3OyMbs.

"¢l He MOMHI0 HUYEero 0CoOOEHHOr0. BpeMs He Tepmur..." - Me[IJIeHHO OTBETHJIA OHA IT0CJIe HECKOJTbKUX
CEKYH[ MOJTYaHUS.

"Bhlla 11 Ha 9TOM IOJIsTHe OKMTBa C APYTUM IoiyboroM?" cripocun JKenCoH, HITasiCh OCBEXKHUTD €€
aMsTh.

"f... 1 Tak He gyMar..." - OCTOPOXXHO OTBeTHUIIa OHa. [Ineuyn [[xKenCcoHa OIMyCTUIUCE.

"d nomH©!" [[:KEeHMCOH ITOBEPHYJICS U YBUAEI APYTYI0 APUaAy, BEIXOMSIIYIO U3-3a IepeBa B TPeX
OEepeBbsX OT HETO.

"TIpaBma?" cupocun [IXKenCoH, MOJOUasa K HEH.

"Ila, 51 IOMHIO, TOTOMY YTO OfMH M3 Halla[laBLIMX Bpe3ajics B Moe AepeBo". OHa CEPAUTO 3aTOBOPHUIIA,
CKPECTHB PYKHU Ha TPYOH.

"BBl MOXXETe CKa3aTb MHE, KTO 3T0 OwI?" cripocuit [I3KeWCoH, CTapasicCh He BHIATh CBOETO
HETEepIeHUsI U HeTePIIEJIUBOCTH.



"¢ momHI0 ogHOro nmonmy6bora. Kaxercst, 9To Ol ChiH [IoceloHa... 0X, KaK e ero 30ByT...", -
IpolIenTana OHa, MBITasiCh BCIOMHUTE.

"Tlepcu JKeKCOH..." yTouHUI [IKEHCOH.

"Tla, 9T0 OH", - MOIPEITHYJIA OHA, TIOX03Ke, TOPAsiCh Co000H, - "[la, OH OBIT 3[EeCh, a TOTOM ITOSIBUIIUACH
CeMb CTPaHHBIX CMEPTHBIX U HallaJld Ha HEro, yCTUB B Hero 3Ty WTyKu". OHa yKa3aja Ha CTpey,
KOoTopas Bce elné Obiyia B pyke [IkeiicoHa: "[ToTOM OfiHa M3 HUX ITI0Tajia eMy B TOJIOBY, U OH ITOTEPSII
CO3HaHUE", - 3aKOHYUJIa OHA, CJIerKa HaXMYpPUBIIUCE.

"OHH CKa3ajy, Ky[a ero Be3yT UJIK KTO OHU TaKue?" CIIpocuil [IKelCOH, CKpLIBas CBOE yYIUBJIEHUE
TEM, YTO CMepPTHbIe CMOIIX BHIPYOuTh [lepcu. Takoe MO0 TPOU30MTH TOIBKO B TOM Cllydae, eCIU
[Tepcu He 0YEHB-TO U CTApasICs MIOBTOPUTH, WJIM YTO-TO OBLJIO y2KACHO HE Tak.

"OHU cKa3aju, 4YTO OHU - TIOAU-MCTUTENIN UK YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe".

[I>KeliCOH BRITJIAOE 03afadeHHEIM: "JTiogu-McTUuTenu?"

"0, ecnu TH YBUIUII WX, OOUH U3 HUX OB OOET B KPACHO-0€J10-CUHIO 0feXKay U uMeJl
MeTaIMYeCKUH IITUT TeX XKe I[BEeTOB, He MOT OBl THl YOIAPUTh €TI0 II0 JINIY 3a MeHs? JTO OH Bpe3asics
B MO€ IepeBo", - CIipocuia OHa. [[KelCOH KUBHYII U 1obarogapui e€, BEIXoas u3 LIeHTpanbHOTo
mapka.

Jlromu, omeTeie B IBeTa ¢iara, Ha3bBaId Ce0sT MCTUTEJISIMY - 3@ YTO OHM MCTHIIM ¥ IIouyeMy 3abpanu
[Tepcu? OH B3@OXHYJI, WIaras 1o yaulam Hrro-Hopka. EMy He yganoch IPOBECTHU 3[I€Ch MHOTO
BpeMeHH, ¥ 4acCThb eT0 OYILIX X0Tejla UCCIef0BaTh 3TOT OTPOMHEIM ropox BMecTe ¢ [Tainep. OHa
AyMaja, 4To ey ITOHpaBUTCA B LleHTpaibHOM ITapKe, HO C 9TUM IIPULETCS MIOA0XKAaTh, I0Ka OH He
HaupgeT ¥ He cracet [lepcu.

"MCTUTEeNH OMSTh 3@ CBOE, HAHOCSAT yIepd UMYIIecTBY BO UM "CllaceHUs" Topofa C TOMOIIBI0 3TOTO
MCTHUTeNS B Macke CraniiepMeHa". [[2KelCOH ITOBEPHYJICS U YBUENI B OKHE HECKOJIBKO TEeJIEBU30POB.
Ha ogroM 13 Hux OBI7TI0 M300paxKeHue Iofel B KOCTIoMax. [I3KelCOoH MogHsI OpoBb, KOTma JUKTOP
npogoikui: "HaHocdT ete 0ombimmii yinep6, 3a KOTOPHIM IPUXOOUTCS IIATUTh
HaJIOTOIJIaTebInuKaM. Korma ke ux MpUBIIEKYT K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a MPUYUHEHHBIN UMU yIIep6?"

"McTtutenu" - MOXKET, 9TO Te caMble "MCTUTENU", KOTOPHIX HUM(Qa BUIeNa HanafgaoiumMy Ha [lepcu?"
- mopymar [[KelcoH, He obpalllasi BAUMaHUS Ha OCTalbHbEIe OpeqHN MyXKYUHHL. 3aTeM KapTHHa
n3MeHm1ach. Ha Hell mOosIBUJICS YeslOBeK, ONETHY B (pOPMYy aMepHUKaHCKOTo (jlara ¢ KPYTJIbIM IMIUTOM.
['ma3a [I>keliCcOHa PaCIIMPUINCh. ITO OBIIM OHU, 3TH JIIOOY Ha IOJISTHE, HO IIOYEMY... U YTO UM HYXKHO
ot [Tepcu? EMy Hy>KHO OBIJIO BBISICHUTH, KyJja OHU ero yBe3nu. OH Haydasl OTXOOUTH OT TeJIeBU30pa,
KOI'7la B eT0 CO3HAHUU IIPOMEJIbKHYJIO U300pakeHue OTPOMHOTO IJIaBy4ero aBuaHoCla, U OH 3aCThLI
B IIIOKE.

IxelicoH mocMoTpen Ha He0O, Tafiasi, He 3HAK JIM 3TO OT 0TI, coodmaImii emy, 4To [lepcu TaM u



1103BoJsIeT [IKelCoHy cracTu ero. [IxkelcoH HaxMypuics. HaBepHoe, 3T0 OBUIM 04€HB IJI0XUE JIIONY,
ecnu 3eBc, napb 60roB, moMorasn eMy. Hackonbko oH 3Has, 3eBc HegomtoOnuan [lepcy, Tak u4To ecinu
oHu ObtM B HeOe, TOUeMy OH IIPOCTO He cOu neTatomuit Kopabnb? OH MoKavas roJIoBOU. Y HeTro
OymeT BpeMs mmomyMaTh 00 9TOM I103XKe, a ceivyac eMy HyzKHO OBIJIO CIIaCTH Opyra.

OH 3a0exkaJl B IepeyyoK ¥ B3/IeTeNl B He00 B TOM HaIIPaBIEHUH, Te NOIKEeH OblI HaXOOUThCS
JIeTAOUINH KOPabJIb.

ITo3xke...

Ha moucku nerarormiero kopabst yiio 60Jbliie BpeMeHU, YeM OH gyMai. Ero ortel 3a6blT yIIOMSIHY TS,
YTO 3TOT KOpabyb TOXKe HEBUOUM, U OH He HalIesl Obl ero, eciu Obl He Bpe3aJiCsi B HEro; OH MOJIMIICS,
yTOOB HUKTO He 3aMeTus. OH moOpasics [0 BEPIIUHLL; TOCMOTPEB BHU3, OH YBUIEI TOJIBKO HEOO -
HUKAKOr0 MeTaJslja.

"Kak e 51 Halify BXOJI, €CJIK He BUXKY OBepu?" - ckasan cebe [IxkeicoH. cka3an cebe [IxkeicoH. OH
HavaJl UOTH B TOM HaIlPaBJIEHWH, T7Ie, 10 er0 MHEHUIO, MOTJIa HaXOIUThCS IBEPbh, €CITH BEPUTH TOMY,
YTO IMOKa3kiBai eMy oTell. OH HafIesINICs, YTO UAET B TPABUIILHOM HAIIPABIEHUU U HE CTOJIKHETCS C
JIeTAIOIIUM KopaliieM MK ero BUHTAMHU. 3aTeM OH CHOBA BPE3asiCs BO 4TO-TO TBepHoe. OH (QHIPKHYII,
OTCTYNWJI Ha3af 1 moTep Hoc. OH IPOTSHY PYKY U IIPOBEJI €10 II0 IIOBEPXHOCTH, ITOKa He HallyIa
PYyuKy. 3a6paBIIKCh BHYTPh, OH YIUBUIICS, UTO He cpaboTasa CUTHAMKU3ANS ¥ Ha HEro Cpa3y ke He
Hamanu. BpouyeM, 3To OBIIO BIIOJHE JIOTHYHO, YUYUTHIBAS, KAK BEICOKO OHU HAXOIUIIKCH, ¥ OH OBIT
yYBEepeH, UTO OHU He 0XKHUMA/IM, YTO JIETAIOIINN TOTPOCTOK IPU3EMIUTCS Ha UX HEBUIUMEIH KOPabiIb
TaK BBICOKO B He0e.

IxelicoH mpoOupascs CKBO3b TEMHbIE METaJUIMUECKHe CTEHE], YBOPAYMBAsICh OT MYKUUH U KEHIIUH
B TEMHO-CUHEH, TOYTH YepHOU, 60eBol (hopMe C KaKUM-TO OPJIMHBIM repOoM Ha pykaBe. [[:KelCcoH
IIPOKJIMHAJI €T0 (pHOIEeTOBYI0 PyTOONKY U CHHUE OXKUHCH 3@ TO, UYTO OHU CJIMIIKOM G6pOCaloTCs B
r7a3a, ¥ XKajes, YTO He CMOT JIy4lle TIOATOTOBUTHCS K CllacaTeNTbHOU omepaluu. II0CKOIbKY MPOTHUB
HETO0 BBICTYTAJI CMEPTHRIE, ero OpyKue OblyIo 6ecroyie3Ho, T03TOMY OH OblsT 6€30pyKeH.

MuMo npoxoau MyXK4rHa IPUMEPHO TAKOTO0 XKe POCTa U TeJIOCI0KEHUs, KakK [[KelCoH, TI03TOMY
1I0CJIe CEKYHIHOTO0 KoJie0aHUs OH IOAKPAJICS K HEMY C3agy U yYAapul HeOOJbIIUM 3JIEKTPUUYECKUM
paspsanoM. MykunHa PyxXHYI Ha pyKu [IKelicoHa, ¥ TOT, TUXO OIIyCTHB €T0 Ha II0JI, BLIHEC U3
KOpHUAOpa B KJIaIOBYIO.

I>KelCOH Imepeodesics U HaXMYPHJIICS, IIPOBePsisi, KaK OH 4yBCTBYeT cebs B hopme: eMy He
HPaBUJIOCh, KaK OHa o0seraeT ero teno. OH mogyMa, He BEIOUTE U elle Koro-HuOyab, 4TOOh
TIOJTy4UTh OOMBLINHI pa3Mep, HO IIOTOM ITOCMOTPENT Ha 6eCCO3HATENHHOI'0 CMEPTHOTO B OMHUX TPYyCaX.
Ou mokayas roioBoi: "I[Ipugercss 060UTUCh 3TUM".

OH omycCTHI B3TJISIM Ha ero ¢puoeToByio ¢GyToonKy u mkuHcH Jlareps FOnurtep. OH 3Ha, YTO He
MOXKET OCTaBUTh UX 3[E€Ch, YTOOH UX KTO-HUOYOH Hallles. B3MOXHYB, OH IPUIOKUI K OfleXe
IOCTaTOYHO 3JIEKTPUYECTBa, YTOOHI OHa IMpeBpaTuiack B memnes. [JoMa y Hero OBIJI0 MHOTO OPYTUX
HapsIoB, HO, YBUMEB €0 OfeXKAY B BUIe KYUKU Iellla Ha 1011y, [[:KeliCOH UCIBITal 4Y4yBCTBO yXKaca.



TpsixHyB ronoBoi, [I:KeiCcoH mogobpan ero opykue U 0CTOPOXKHO BHIIIEN B Kopumop. Tenepsb
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO BBISICHUTD, I'le mepxKaT IlepcH, ¥ BHTAIIUTh UX 000UX OTCIOOA.
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