— "T®l IpaBOa HUYETO He X04ellb?" — CHOBa CIPOCUJI KOpOJyb.PaliaH HeTepeauBo IoKadas rojI0BOI
1 OTBeTUI: — "THI CIIMIIKOM MHOTO GoJTaemnts epyHay." "Koponb cpa3y 3amomnyain.— "[lanee, 0TBE3H TO,
YTO MBI XOTHM, Ha IIOPT." — IIOCMOTPEN Ha Kopoyd ParlaH u nmpoponxkui: — "“Thl oefels ¢ HaMu, U
MBI OTIIYCTHM Te0s1, Korfa BhieM B Mope."— "JIafiHo, MafgHo." — OBICTPO COTJIACHUIICS KOPOb.— "Th
ciblmian? [ToueMy THI He TOPOIUIILCSA U He [esaelnb 3T0? Pa3Be TH He CHIBILIAJ, YTO CKa3all
KPOBOXKAHBIM MEYHUK?" — IIpoBopUaj Koposb.Koponb He OTIHYancs XOPOLUIUM HPaBOM C APYTUMU
JIIObMU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TOT KOPOJIb 3aHKMMAaJl BePXHUE CTPOYKH I10 MOKa3aTe0 XKeCTOKOCTU
Ccpenu KOpoJel TOTUYEeCKOro KOpoJjieBCTBa. MUHUCTPH BHU3Y YCIIBIILIAIN U TYT K€ 3aHSAJIUCh
nenoM.TakuM o6pa3omM, PaliaH BEIBEJI KOPOJIS U3 OBOPIIA, 3a HUM CJIEHOBAJIM TBapAEUITEl KOPOJIS U
IIOATOTOBJIeHHEIe Ipunackl.Ho PailaH He mpupgaBal 3TOMY 3HaUEeHHUS, U Tellephb KU3Hb UX KOPOJIS BCE
etrfe Onlna B ero pykax.Ilocse BhIxofa U3 BOpPOT ABOPIia JIopu mocmelinaa BCTPETUTLCS C HUM.YBUTIEB,
410 TONbKO Kupg u Kupa nonyuuny He3HaYuTeIbHBIE TPAaBMbI Cpefu Ipynnsl Paiana, Paian u baunu
YCIIOKOMJIKCH, UTO BCe B mopsiake.lloxsonas cebs Mo Tpyau, OH cKalasl: — "XOpOIIo, YTO MBI
BBIOPAJIKCH IIeJILIMU ¥ HeBpemuMbIMu!"YBuIeB, Kak Jlopu xnomaet cebs mo rpynu, PafiaH BoHOBAJICS,
yTo Jlopu Morya ObI IPSIMO CTIagUTh ee.YBumeB KopoJs, Jlopu cupocuna, pacTepssHHo:— "PaitaH, KTO
370?"— "KOpOJb rOTHYEeCKOT0 KOPOJeBCTBa." — oTBeTu PaiiaH nerko.— "Koponbs?"Heyxkenu oHn
IOXUTUIIM KOPOJIs, criacasi momen?— "IloigeM, s 00bsicHIO TeOe 1Mo gopore."B 3To BpeMs Jlopu
yBHUfela KOPOJIEBCKYIO TBapanio, CIeAYyIIIyIo 3a rpymnmnoi PaliaHa.beio qeiiCTBUTENBHO
3axBaThIBAlOIIE CIeqoBaTh 3a Paitanom! [ToxuineHne KOposs OBIJI0O YeM-TO, O YeM ST HUKOT[Ia Jlaxke He
CcMesla MeuTaTh.JIOpHU IpHHSAa TalHOE pellleHre, YTO OHa HOJIXKHa IIPOM0JIKaTh NPUKITIOYEHHS C
rpymnmnoy Pattana. llpu6biB Ha MeCTO, I'Tie OHU OCTAHOBUIIUCH, B3y 1 ero rpymnmna codpany IPUIacH,
KOTOpbIe OHU KYNIWJIU BUepa, U TPyIilia OTIpaBUIach K IIOPTY B BEJIUKOJIENIHOM CcTuje.Korga oHu
npuOBITK B IOPT, PaltaHa y3HaIM HECKOIBKO pabounx, paboTaBmux B mOpPTy.HeKOoTOphIe U3 HUX ellle
o0CyXmany, pa3Be 9TO He TOT MaJIbYHK, KOTOPHIH mputen ¢ 6omee yem 1000 yemoBeK HECKOJIBKO
nHeu Ha3ad?OH yIIes C TaKUM BeJIMKOJIENINEeM, M OHU Cpa3y XkKe 3aMHTEPEeCOBaJIUCh, KTO Xe TaKue
PaiiaH u ero mpy3nsi. HeKoTOphIe U3 HUX ellle Taflalk 0 UX UJeHTUYHOCTH.— "MOoKeT ObITh, BEJTUKUI
nBopsHUH."— "HeT, g mymalo, 9YTO 3TO HOJIKEeH ObITh IPUHI[. [I0CMOTPHUTE, KaK MOTYIIIECTBEHHEI
conpaTel mo3agu HuX!"B 3T0 BpeMs KOpoiib, KOTOporo PaiiaH mepzKajl B 3a/I0KHUKAX C MEYOM,
II0Ka3aJl CBUPEIOe BhIpaXkKeHue MMocje TOr0, KaK YBUOEN I'PYINy HelpHKacaeMblX, KOMMEHTUPYIOIIUX
ero, ¥ HaMeK Ha yOuICTBeHHOe HaMepeHue UCXOOUII OT ero Tena.PaliaH, KOTOPHIM OB OUYEeHb
YYBCTBUTEJIEH K HAMEPEHUI0 YOUTH, SICHO YBUIEJ CBUPEIOe BhIpaxkeHue Kopost.OHK He MOTJIU
y3HaTh KOpOJIs, AepkKaliero PaiiaHa B 3a710KHWKaX. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, KaK MOTJIM TaKue JIIOOHY,
JKUBYIIHME Ha IHe 00IIecTBa, UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh KOHTAKTHPOBATh C KOPOJIEM B 9TOM T'OpPOfie, e
BHYTPEHHUY TOPOA U BHEILIHUY ropof Obliu pa3feneHs?YTo KacaeTcsa PaliaHa, oH elre 60bllle He
3HaJI ero. Pa3Be OHM MCIIOJIb30BAK OBl MEHbI'H, 3apab0TaHHEBIE TSIKEJIBIM TPYOOM, YTOOH KYIIUTh
6ecnone3nyio Harpany?Kornma Paiian u ero nmogu npuOBUIM B TOPT, MUHUCTP ¥ KallUTaH I'Bapauu
[TpoduTac HakKOHEU-TO MPUOBLIN BO ABOPEI. MUHUCTP MOCMOTPETT Ha 0€3MOIBHEIM JBOPEI] ¥ CTOSITT B
6ecnopsigke Ha BeTpy.Teneps B pe3upeniuu Cegpmoro IIpuHIila HUKOTO He ObI10. TONIBKO TIONHU, ellle
JmexXxalnye TaM, 1 KPOBb Ha 3eMJIe JoKa3ally, YTO 3[IeCh TOJIbKO UTO Impou3oliia outea.[IpoduTtac
IIOCMOTPEN Ha JTI0fiel, ellle JeXkKallux Ha 3eMJie, ¥ IT0Ka3all HaMeK Ha OmmacHOCTh: — "MIHTepecHo,
BJIACTHO BJIACTHO."MUHHUCTP PSIOM C HUM ITOYYBCTBOBAJ AUCKOMGOPT, YBUAEB YIIHIOKY
[TpoduTtaca.XoTs oH BCcTpeyasncs ¢ [IpoduTacoM Bcero HECKOILKO pa3, B €ro BredaTiaeHuu [Ipopurac
Bcerga Owi xonomHbM. Tenieps [TpoduTtac ynbibancs, Kak 6yATo KTO-TO 3aCTaBUJI €T0 POT
packpHThcs.— "OTell ObIT 3axBaueH UMU. Thl, KaXKeTCS, HAllpPaBJIsAeIbCcs K MOPTY." — MaleHbKUN
ronoc moHeccs c3amu.— "[IkaBeH?" — 00EpPHYJICS OH U YBUOEN MajIbyKiKa JIeT CEMU-BOCHEMH,
crosimero TaM.— "9To 14." — cnabo ckasan ManbyuK.HyKHO 3HaTh, YTO B OOLIYHLIE BpeMeHa TaKue
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIeHHEIE IeTH, KaK OH, UMeJIH JIUIIL HEMHOT'0 00Jiee BLICOKUY CTATyC, 4eM pabnl BO
nBopiie.boee TOro, Kak HE3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHBIN peOeHOK KOPOJIs, OH YacTO IMOABEPTasICs
M3IeBaTeIbCTBAaM CO CTOPOHBI HEKOTOPHIX IIPUHIIEB U MPUHIIECC, TaK 4YTo [I>KapBaH 0ObBIYHO He UMe
BO3MOXKHOCTU KOHTAKTAPOBATh C MUHUCTPAMHU, HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, UYTOOBl pa3roBapuBaTh C HUMHU
Tak.Manb4uK Ka3ajucs KpaHe HeymoOHBIM. [I2)KapBaH POIUIICS OT KOPOJIS U CclyKaHKU. C caMoro



IEeTCTBA OH HUKOTHA He BUJIEN KOPOJIs MU3-3a CBOEH HEUMCTON KPoBU. Kak MOKJIOHHUK HEOECHBIX
IPAKOHOB, KOPOJIb, €CTECTBEHHO, OBIJT CUIIHBIM CTOPOHHUKOM TEOPHH KPOBU.B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO
ero coOCTBeHHasi KPOBb, ¥ KOPOJIb BCE ellle He MOT ero yOuTh, HO [[2KapBaH He MOT CTaTh IPUHIIEM,
CTOSIIIIUM Ha COJIHIIE, IOTOMY YTO ero MaTh ObljIa CIy:KaHKOU.BOT Tak. [I;KapBaH XKUJ BO ABOPIE KaK
aJlbTepHaTHBa C CaMOro feTcTBa. [IXapBaH IIoABeprascs u3geBaTeIbCTBaM C CaMOI0 IEeTCTBa,
II03TOMY OH pa3BUJI TPYCJIUBEIM XapakTep B rla3ax OKpyXKawmuxX.— "UTO TH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3as?
Pacckaxu MHe BCe, UTO THI 3Haellb." — CI0Ba MUHUCTPA NpepBanu [IxKapBaHa, KOTOPHIM BCe ellle
OblT B TpaHce.[I2)KapBaH paccKal3asl MUHKCTPY BCe, YTO CIIbIIIAN U Bumesl. Korga mpousomo coOwiTue,
I>xapBaH Ha0mIoman usganeka. HUKTo, MpHCyTCTBOBABIINY B TO BPEMSI, HE 3aMETUII 3TOTO
BOCBMUJIETHET0 MalbuuKa.[locie 3Toro MUHUCTP IOCIIEMIU K mpucTanu ¢ IIpodutacom.Ha
IPUCTAaHW BUHO, MeYU U JeHbI'M, BHIHECEHHBIE U3 [BOpPIIa, OBLIN ITepeBe3eHkl Ha Kopalibk OOUH 3a
opyrum.M3-3a cIumkoM 00JIbIIOro KOIUYeCcTBa MaTepuasoB. PallaHy MPUIITOCh OTKA3aThCS OT UX
Kopabiist, KOTOPHIi IIJIBIT C OCTPOBa BaTupuia B roTuyeckoe KoponeBcTBo.HeT cmocoba Paitany,
IpebI oy Kopabab ObIT CTUITKOM MaJji, YTOOR BMECTHThH TaK MHOTO IIPUNAcoB.['TIIAs Ha [I0XKUHY
SIIIUKOB C BUHOM, JIECATKY Meuel U Ky4u feHer. bainu u npyrue mokasanu Bo3byxkneHue.bavnu: —
"9TOro BUHA MOCTATOYHO A7 PafiaHa u MeHs, YTOOHI MUTH eIkl Mecsil."Kupa: — "Mama Oornblile He
OymeT 6eCIIOKOUTRLCS O TOM, 4YTO 51 He CMOTY TPeHUPOBaThCA B (EeXTOBaHUU M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS
Medya."Kun: — "Paitan npaB. CKOIBKO JleHET MOXKHO IONy4YuTh, rpabs rpaxmgan? He nyyrne mu
rpabuth gBopew?"'— "Temnepsb Thl MOXKEIIb OTIIYCTUTL MeHs!" — HEYMECTHBIN I'0JI0C OOCTHUT YIIeH
Bcex.— "Baiiny, Brl, pebsiTa, CHadasa 3aliiuTe Ha JIOOKY, s1 CKopo Oymy." — cka3an Paitan Baiinu u
npyrum.— "Xopoto, 6ygs ocropoxeH."Ilocie atoro banu 6e3 kKonmebanuit B35 Kupna u gpyrux Ha
JIOJKY, Kak OynTo OoH 3HaJs, 4To Palian coOupaeTcs chenaTh manbiie.llocme Toro, Kak nogka bainu u
OPYTUX IOCTENEeHHO yIIblia. Koposb CKIOHUIICA U CKa3an: — “Teneps TH MOXKeIlb OTIIYCTUTH
MeHs."— "Xoporiro!"Koposb ObIT B BOCTOPTE, KOTIa YCIIBIIIAI 3TO, M 3aTeM B CIEAYIOIIYI0 CEeKYHIY OH
00HApYKHUJI, YTO €ro rojioBa OTAeIunIach oT Teja.llocnegHee BrpaxkeHue ObIIIO HEBEPOSITHHIM, KaK
OynTO OH CIIpalIMBall, oueMy?YBUIEB BEIpaxkeHe KOPoJisd IIepell CMepThio, PaliaH cka3asl TUX0.—
"KT0 cKka3an Tebe IMpOosBNISATh CBOE YOMWCTBEHHOE HaMepeHue K 3TUM I'paxkiaHaM TOIbKO 4YTo."—
"Cron!" — romnoc moneccs usganeka. 1o 0w [IpoduTtac.IIpoduTac Toxke OblT BoBpeMsi. OH TOIBKO
yTO IpUOBIT K IPUCTAHU U YBUAEN, Kak Paitan youn Kopons.Patian Takxke yBupen [Ipoduraca u
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI 9HEPreTuky IIpoduraca.Mi3-3a coueTanus OpIxaHus u HaOmogeHus: Pafian ObI
Ype3BEIYalHO YYBCTBUTEJIEH K ABIXaHUIO JIIOfer.Palian HeMeJIeHHO cheall CyXKOeHre B CBOEM
cepale, 4To 3To OBIT MacTep, He ycTymnalomuii cebe.I'nsams Ha [IpoduTtaca, KOTOPHIM yOUBa ero,
Paiian He 3amyTancs. OH CXBaTHJI T'OJIOBY KOpPOJIS Ha 3eMJie u Opocui ee [Ipoduracy, 3aTeM IPHITHYI
IIPSIMO B MOpPe ¥ TOTLUIBIT K Baiinu u mpyruM.Patian Ovin yBepeH, 4To IIpoduTtac He CMOXKET HOTHATD
ero. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OB IJIOBIIOM, KOTOPHIM TPEHHUPOBAJICS [Ba I'0fa, U IPYro# CTOPOHE He
no6e uTh ero B InaBaHuu.[IpoduTac moimMan rojoBy KOpoJjs ¥ II0Ka3as BEpaxKeHNe TOpedn u
rHeBa.X0Ts OH He ObIJI 3aMHTEPECOBaH B KOPOJIe, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3T0O OBII OH, KTO CIIac ero, Korma
OH JOJIKeH OBINT yMepeTh B Mope.Temneps, KOrfia ero CrnacuTelb OblJT yOUT Iepes HUM, e0UHCTBEHHOE,
yTo [IpoduTtac Mor coenaTh, 9TO HaTu PaiiaHa u yOUTh ero, 4ToOOb OTOMCTUTE 3a KOponsa.I'nsans Ha
PaitaHa, KOTOpHIH yiien faneko, [Ipodurac OB 0CTaHOBIEH MUHUCTPOM, KOTOPHIN IPUOBLI IIO3THO,
KaK OH cobupascs ero npecnenoBaTts.— "Jlopg ITpoduTac, Terneps TH He MOXKEIb JOTHATh ero.
IaBaiiTe cHa4asa mo3aboTuMcs o mMoxopoHax Koposs."IIpodutac momymasn 06 3TOM U OB ITpaB.
HeBo3M0xkHO ObIJI0 IorHATh PaliaHa c ero CKOPOCThIO MJIaBaHUs B Mope. [14s Ha o3y PaiiaHa, OH
3HaJI, YTO OH ORI CIenranbHO TPeHNPOBaH. A Tellepb MUHUCTP AyMai: — "Koponb MepTB, u
OCTaBIINECS TPU IMpHUHIa 0053aTeNbHO OyayT 60pOThCS 3a TPoH. Koro s fokeH moagepKaTh, YTOOH
3aHATh TPOH?"Kak camblil JOBEPEHHBIN COBETHUK KOPOJISi, MUHUCTP UMeJI MHOTO BIIaCTU B CBOUX
PyKax, IJTI0C CUJIa CeMbM MUHUCTPA.B 0CHOBHOM, Kako¥ Obl MPUHI] OH HYU MOAIepKaJjl, OH CTaHEeT
crenyomuM KoponeM.[1o Kakou-To Ipru4YrMHe MUHUCTP BAPYT IIOZyMaJl O MajJb4liKe, KOTOPOTO OH
TOJIKO YTO BCTPETHUJI BO OBOPLE, BOCBMUJIETHEM U HEMHOI'0O TPyCIUBOM [[xKapBaHe.B 3T0 Bpems
['apeH Bce elile OB BO ABOPIIE, HE 3HAS, UTO BeJIMKasi BO3MOXKHOCTL yIIafieT Ha HeTo.
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