— BceMy ux yu4uTh HY2KHO, — 5T BHUMATENIBHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha MacTepa [TakKy, TeHUBO B3MaXHYBIIIETO
JIEBOU PYKOM.

He mpomimo 1 MrHOBEHbBSI, KaK IO MOET0 CJIyXa JOHEeCCS YeH-TO UCIYTaHHBIN BEHIKPHUK, a 3aTeM -
OTJIYLIUTEJIbHEIN PEB MOISIPHOTO Jleonapaa. Pe3ko moBEepHYB T'OJIOBY B HAIIPABIEHUM 3BYKOB, S
YBH[IEN KYTKY10, HO B TO XK€ BpeMsI 3aBOPaKUBAIOIIYI0 KaPTUHY: U3 3eMJIU, TOKPLITON
MHOTOBEKOBBIMHU CJIOSIMU JIbJja ¥ CHETA, BLIPOC OTPOMHEIN ITPO3PAYHO-T0Ty00H KOJI, ITPOOUBIITHI
HAaCKBO3b OPIOX0 3BEPS.

— 3T0... — 3aImenTarn 4, CMOTDPA Ha aJIyI0 KPOBb, MEPHO CTEKABIIyI0 BHN3, — HEMEICIIUMO...

U Hert, 970 He OBII0 BocxuleHrneM. HamnpoTus, 3T0 GbII0 MOPO3SIIKUM AYIITY OCO3HAHUEM TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO 5 BCe-TaKM HUUYTOXKeH. HeT, maxe He Tak. HacKoIbKO BCe 3[ech COOpaBIIMecs HUYTOXKHEI
mepeq 9TUM CTAPUKOM, CIIOCOOHBEIM OJHUM JIETKUM B3MaXOM H30aBUTHCS OT 3BePsi, KOTOPHIH C
JIETKOCTBIO MOT YOUTh HECKOJIBKUX BOMHOB HAIIeTO TIJIEMEHH.

BHOBB mocMOTpeB Ha MacTepa [1akKy, s HEBOJIbHO CTJIOTHYJI U CHefian POOKUY Iar Ha3af,.

HaBepHoe, 0TYaCTH MeHS Iyrajl He CTOJILKO caM (aKT, YTO OH C JIETKOCThIO YOUII DUKOTO0 3BEPS, a TO,
YTO MOSI CIIOCOOHOCTH BHIETh 9Hepruio L1 okasanack MOIHOCTEIO Oecmose3Ha. [la, s BUmen eé, Koraa
KOJIIOBA/IK JIPYTHe «IOHIBI», KaK Ha3Baj UX CaM MaCTep BOOBI, HO BOT KOTHa Maruio MCIIO0JIb30BaJl
OH...

4 He Bupmen mBuxKeHUs Ly - HACTONIBKO OBLICTPO BCE IIPOUIOIIIIO.

— YynmoBuille, — MBICIEHHO KOHCTATHPOBAI 51, CJIE[IOM OCO3HAB, YTO IIOMUMO HETO B 3TOM MHUPE
CYIIECTBYET eIllé C IeCITOK, a TO U G0Jble MaroB, KOTOphle 00/1afjal0T TAKUM K€ YPOBHEM CHJIHL. A
elllé ecTh ABaTap...

Yeprt. Yepr, ueprT, ueprt!..

UM KaK MHe XXKUTb B MUPE, Te CYLIECTBYIOT TaKKe MOHCTPHI B Uej0BeueckoM obmuunu? Kak
MOJHSITHCS Ha BEPIIMHY, €CITH 9TOM CaMOM BePIIUHOM SBISETCS HEMTOCTHUXKUMAs CHJIa, CIIOCOOHas
IIPOTUBOCTOATH Cpa3dy UM BceM? BO3MOXKHO I 9TO B IPUHLIUIIE?..

— Bnarte, [Takky! — HeoXuOaHHO pa3falicsl KpUK HacTaBHUKaA Hoppo, BEIPBABIIUY MEHS U3
pasmymuii. — BoT Ha KO¥ xep Tkl mpobust ero 6pioxo? Msco Teneps HenpurogHoe! [la u mKkypa!..

Ero 4To, mpaBga TOJILKO 3TO BOJIHYET?..
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OcTaBuB TPYII MOJIAPHOT O JIeOIIapAa I103aJu, MBI OTIIPABUJIACE AAJIbIIIE...

MHor1e 4IeHH HAIllero OTPsiga, K MOEMY YIUBJIEHHIO, KOCUIMCh Ha CTapUKa, TePUONUYECKH
BBICKA3bIBasl CBOE HEMOBOJILCTBO €TI0 IIOCTYNKOM. [TOCTYIIKOM, KOTOPHIM CIAC XKU3Hb OJJHOTO U3
BOWHOB, Ha KOTOPOT'O MIPLITHYJI CEBEPHBIN XUIITHUK. BripoyeM, TOT caMblii BOWH TaKkKe He OB B
BOCTOpPIe, CeTys Ha UCIIOPYEHHOe MSICO, KOTOPOe MOTJI0 OBl 3HOPOBO COKPATHUTh BpeMs Hallleln
BBITIAa3KY B Jlemgsanyio TyHnpy. U, HaBepHOe, 5T OB MOT C 9THM COTJIACUTHCS, €CITH OBl He OMHO «HO»:
HACKOJIbKO OTPOMHBIE V HUX SIHIIA, pa3 OHKU TOBOPSIT BCE 9T0? [la 3TOT CTapUK MOXKET HacC BCEX
B3MaxOM PYKH IPUKOHYUTE H...

— CuH, — 1o Moeli cnuHe mpobexkany Mypaiiku. CTapuk, IeAlIni o3agy, OKJIUKHYJ MEeHS U CIIyCTS



CEeKyHy Ha MO€ IIJIeY0 yIaja ero pyka. — [loma# por, — HOXOABIIUCEH, TOKA I 06ePHYCh ¥ TOCMOTPIO
Ha Hero, MPOJOJIXKUII OH.

Y B ouepenHoii pa3 5 CTJIOTHYJI, HEYCTAaHHO Kops ce0s 3a TO, YTO pa3Melllan CKUCIIee MOJIOKO C
BOAOM. A BOPYT OH pa3o3nutca? Bapyr... Het. OH HU4Yero MHe He chenaeT, B KOHEYHOM CYeTe, S
pebOEeHOK U YJIeH ero IJIeMeHH. A ellé IoTeHIuaIbHbIM UTPoK B [1ai [Ilo, KOTOPEIM OH TOYHO He OyOeT
PHCKOBAT.

He Oynet Benb, oa”..

— KoHeuHO, MacTep, — MaKCUMaJIbHO IIOYTHUTEJIbHO OTBETHUII 51, CJIENOM CHSB C IIJIeda OOUH POT U
IIPOTSHYB €r0 CTapUKYy.

OH, puHsB ero, 6y1arogapHo yaLIOHYCS. B cremyromire HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI ST HEOTPHIBHO CIIEIUIT 3a
€ro MeUCTBUSIMU: OH OTKYIIOPHII POT, BIOXHYJ 9TOT IPOTUBHEINA apOMaT, a I0Cje COesa ITTOTOK... U

eImié... ¥ CHOBA... OH IIHJI IOJITO, CJIOBHO ORI ero ofosIeBasa Xaxma. M B Kakoi-To MOMEHT MHe faxe
II0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH HUYEro He 3aMeTHsI. BOT TOJLBKO...

— Kaxoii-To cTpaHHbIHM BKYyC, — OTOPBABILKCH OT POra ¥ HaXMyPUBILIKChH, TIPOU3HEC OH U ITOCMOTPE
Ha MeHs. — ['ie Thl, TOBOPHIIIb, B3SIJT €T0?

— 4 u He T'OBOPHUJI, — IIOIIBITABINNCE COXPAHATH caM006nanaHHe, OTBETHUII 4.

YcnrimaB Mo oTBeT, [TakKKy IPUHSI 3aAyMYKUBOe BRIpazkKeHue JINIla, a Iocye COesiall ellé oquH
TJIOTOK.

— Ia, TouHo. Pa3baBneHHoe, — KOHCTAaTUPOBAJ OH, CJIEIOM 3aKYIIOPUB POT ¥ BHOBb IIOCMOTPEB Ha
MeHs. — He 3Halo, r7ie TH B35 3TO, HO Gosbille He 6epH, pa30aBisdioOT... CYKH, — IIOCJIeIHEeE CJI0BO OH
no0aBUIT MPAKTUYECKU 0€33BYYHEIM IIIETIOTOM.

¢ B OTBET TOJIBKO ITOKAYaJs rOJI0BOK, He Kejlasi TOBOPUTE, KTO KMEHHO pa30aBuil ero BEIIUBKY. [la 1 B
IIeJIOM He JKeJlas TOBOPUTh. ENMHCTBEHHOE, Yero s ceiiyac NeiCTBUTENBLHO XOTel, 3TO BEPHYTHCS
Ha3aj B IOCEJIeHHe ¥ [IOUTH TPEHUPOBATHCS, YTOOH XOTh HEMHOT'O COKPATUTh Pa3phiB MEXKIY MHOM 1
CTapUKOM.

B ronoBe HEBOIBHO BCILIBUIM CJIOBa 0 MacTepe IInaHgao, 0 KOTOPOM MHE pacCcKa3biBasl [TakKy: OH
OBLT BEJTUKMM MEUHHMKOM, CITOCOOHBIM OMIOJIETH HakKe MOTYIIEeCTBEHHEIX MaroB. 3BYYUT HEIIJIOX0, HO
npaBfa Jii 9T0? YriyOUBIINCE B BOCTIOMUHAHMUS, I TAKU CMOT BCIIOMHUTHL O HEM, IIpaBaa, 3TO MaJsio
YTO NPOosAcHsN0. OH TOYHO CUJIEH X TOYHO MacCTep Meyda, HO KaK TaKOBOT'O IPOTUBOCTOSIHUS MEXKAY
HUM ¥ MaraMu HaM He MTOKa3kIBajid, a IIOTOMY CYIIEeCTBYET BEPOSITHOCTh, UTO BCE 3TO He Gojiee ueM
KpacuBas Oaiika. Hy umu e oH MOPyOuT MapoyKy MOCPEICTBEHHBIX MaroB, a KTO-TO 3TO YBUAET U
Haydaj TOBOPUTH O HEM, KaK O BEJIUKOM BOWHE.

Mx...

— Hy»XH0 Bo3BpaIaThCs, — HEOKHUMAHHO S YCIIBIIIAJ I'0JI0C OMHOTO U3 BOMHOB. — [lypra Bcé
CUJIbHEe, He IyMalo, YTO MEI IIPOJEPKUMCS 3[eCh LOIT0 B TAKYIO IIOTOLY.

HOCMOTpeB Ha TOBOPHUBIIETO, a ITOCJIE€ OTJIAHYBIIMCE II0 CTOPOHAM, S 3aMETHUJI COTTIaCHBIE KNBKHN eH.Ié
HECKOJIBKHX YJIEHOB HAIlleT 0 OTPAOaA. Cpem/I HUX OBbIT U HOppO, 3a0yM4HUBO CMOTpeBI.HI/II;I Kyaa-To
BOallb, a II0CJIe TaK2Ke COr'JIaCHO KPIBHYBHII/Ifl.

— BEI cMOXKeTe COEePXKHUBATH €é B CiIy4dae yero? — IIOCMOTPEB Ha MaroB BOOEI, CIIPOCHUII OH.



— Ila, HO... — Ha4an OBIJIO OTBEYATh OIOWH U3 HUX, HO TYT K HUM HAIIPABHUJICA MaCTEP HaKKy

— CoepXaTh-TO CIepKUM, HO YXOIUTh HYKHO yXKe ceiigac, — nopouns 6iauxke K Hoppo, mpousuec
OH. — Eciu oHa yCUNIUTCS, TO faXe S He CMOTY HuYero cpenath. Hy, pa3se 4To co3gaTth JIefssHOU
KOKOH, HO TOTHa... — OH He 3aKOHYUJI, HO BCE U TaK IIOHSJIU, O YEM OH I'OBOPUT.

— XOpOH.IO, — COT'JTaCHO KMBHYB, OTBETUJI HACTABHUK U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OCTAJIbHBIX BOMHOB XU MaroB.

B TeueHue cnenyoIuX HECKOIBKUX CEKYH UK 00CYyXKIEeHUS, [0 Pe3y/IbTaTy KOTOPHIX OBIIO
IPUHSTO PeIllleHne He3aMeIIUTeIbHO BHIBUTAThCS 00paTHO B mieMs. Ho Ovlna mpobaeMa - UaTH
MOJTOo, a MMypra BCce HapacTaja U HapacTana. KoHeYHO, Maru BOMbI, KCIIOJIb3YsT CBOU CHIIH,
COEepKUBaJIU CTUXUIO, HO C KaXKIbIM MTHOBEHLEM 3TO CTAHOBUIIOCH BCe OoJiee TPYOHOM 3amauel.
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He 3Ha10 CKONMBKO MHI LIJTH...

[Typra ycunuBaniack C KaXkaou MuHyTOuU. [lepxKachk mobnuxe K Mactepy [lakky, S cTapasncs He
OTCTaBaTh, ¥ BCE XKe He Moiy4anoch. nTu Briepen OBIO TPYIHO, YePTOBCKM TPyAHO. BeTep 6ui B
1o, o0Xuras ero cHeroM. BuguMocTs Oblla TPaKTUYECKU HYJIEBOM, U3-3a YET0 MBI YK€ HECKOJIBKO
pas3 [genany HEMOHATHBE KPIOKY, Wb YIJIUHSAS CBOU IIyTh JOMOM.

B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT KTO-TO [aXKe IIPEeIJIOXKUII MOUTH K KaKoW-HUOYyIb CKasie, pa30UTh TaM jlarephb u
nmepexnaaTh, HO... CTaHOBUJIOCH X0M0AHO. O4eHb X0/I0gHO. Ecnu MBI 0OCTaHEeMCS 3[0eCh, TO Ha3af yXKe
Bps[ 1M BepHEMCS. BepHee, Maru-10 MOXeET U BEPHYTHCS, HO MHL... ...

MeHs 0XBaTHUIIO HEMIPUSATHOE YyBCTBO Ge3Hamern. Kasamock, YTO MBIl ¥ BIPSIMb OCTAHEMCS 3[eCh.
CHera 0n1710 Bce O0bIle, BeTep OUIT BCE CUIbHEE U B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT ST 0CO3Hall...

— I'me BCE?.. — OTJIAHYBIIHNCH 110 CTOPOHAM, 1 HUKOI'O HEe YBUIEIIL.
...4TO Telepb MeHA OKPYZXKall JINIITh CHEXKHEIE CTEHBI, BO3BOOUMEIE YCUIIUBIINTMMCSA BETPOM.

B ronose MenbKHYNIa CTpallHas MBIC/Ib, KOTOPYIO, BIIPOYEM, S TYT JKe [10CTapasiCs OTOTHATh U
IIPOTSIHYJI IPABYI0 PYKY BIEpe[l, CIOBHO B Haflek[e KOT0-TO KOCHYThCs. OmHAKO TaM ObIJIO IIYCTO,
3aTo0 5 OTYET/IMBO IMIOHSJ, B KaKyI0 3agHUIY MeHs 3aHEeCJI0: CHera ObIJIO TAaK MHOTO, YTO S IIOIIPOCTY
He BULEJI KUCTU CBOEU BHITSHYTOU PYKH.

4 ocrancs opus... [Tocpenu JlegsHou TyHApPEHL... BaaTs!

TpeBozKHast MBIC/Ib, KOTOPYIO S OTOTHAJI MTHOBEHBEM PaHee, BEPHYJIACh U BRI3BaJla IAHUKY,
OKYTaBIIIyI0 MOE CO3HaHUe. M BCE Ke g cTapalicsi COXPaHSATh XOTh KaKoe-T0 caMoo0iaflaHue, a
TIOTOMY PEIIXJI TPOCTO UATH BIEPEN, B HafleXK/Ie, YTO MOU COIJIEMEHHUKH He YIIIH JaieKo.

— Macrep [Takky! HactaBauk Hoppo! — g Kpu4yasi, HagpelBast TOpJIo ¥ HaLesACh, 4YTO MeHs KTO-TO
YCIIBIIIAT, HO HUKAKUX Pe3yIbTaTOB He OBIJIO.

BeposiTHO, MOt KpUK IIPOCTO He JOHOCUTCS OO HUX M3-3a BeTpa UJIu...

— A s TOYHO UMy B TOM HaIlpaBlIeHUHU?.. — ouepenHas yxKacalollas MBICIIb IPOCKOYMIa B MOe
T'0JIOBE, YCUIMBAS MOIO TIAHUKY B HECKOJIBKO pas.

Ecnu g ommbces U moImen He TyOa, MOU IIaHCH Ha CIIaCE€HHEe PE3KO yIIallnu OO HYJIA.



BHe3amHO MpUIIIO 0CO3HAHKE, YTO 5 He X04Uy yMUpaTh. BepHee, O0sbIlle He X04Y, XOTh ¥ AyMaJl 00
3TOM KOTZIa-TO, HAafesiCh, UTO IIOCJIE CMEPTH B 3TOM MUPE MEHS 0XKUaeT OUYepeHOe IEPEPOXKIEHIE,
HO... Temeps Bcé nHaue. [lyMaTh 0 YEM-TO U OCO3HABATh, YTO 3TO BOT-BOT CIIyUUTCS - BEILIU
COBEPIIIEHHO pa3HEIE.

Het! Hy He MOXeT ke BCE 3aKOHUUTHCS TaK?..

HyHo uckaTh crioco0 BeIKUTE. JI1000H, faxe caMblit 0€3yMHBIH U HEBEPOSITHHIN. ECIIU 1 U BIPSIMB
TI0IIeNT He B TY CTOPOHY, TO HY2KHO HAUTH X0Ts OBl CKajy, BO3JIe KOTOPOM MOXKHO... @ UYTO MOXKHO?
Haxe ecnu TaMm OyzmeT paciieNivHa, y MeHs HeT HU OPOB, HY BO3MOXKHOCTHU 3TU CaMble [pOBa
nogKeub, YTOOHI COTPeThCs... [la 1 enbl HeT. Y BofbL... XOTS €CTh por ¢ pa3baBleHHEIM IIOUTIOM, Xa...

[Tekno. 'maBHOE IpoOAOIKATh UATU. YMEPETH S YCIIEI0 BCETMA, & BOT BBIXKUTE...

— XM, — MOI0 T'0JI0BY IToceTusia 6e3yMHas uaesi: a 4YTo, eCJIM MCI0JIb30BaTh BO3MOKHOCTE BUIETh
MaHy? Ecnu s He MOTy YBUIETh JII0feX IPOCTHIM 3peHUEeM, 3TO He 3HA4UT, YTO 1 He CMOTY YBUAETH
SHepruw LIu Marn4yecKuM.

OCTaHOBUBIIUCH, S COCPEedoTOYHIICA U OTTIAHYJICA II0 CTOPOHAM.

— Huuero, — 6e33Mo1MOHANbHO TPOU3HEC 5, TIOHSB, YTO He BUXKY abCOMIOTHO HUKOTO. [[a 1 cama
unes Hautu ux no u... d gaxe He 3Hal0, HACKOILKO AajIeKO MOT'Y €€ BULETh, BOPYT €CTh KaKOH-TO
py0exK, KOTOpHIM MHE He TPeofoneTs? Yepr.

[IpocTosiB HA OOHOM MeCTe elllé HeCKOJIbKO CEKYHI, S yCTaJI0 B3MOXHYJ U IPOLOJIKUII CBOM IIyTh B
HEN3BECTHOCTh. B KOHEUHOM CyeTe, 3TO eAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE 0CTaeTcs, H... ia, co0paTh BOJIIO B
KyJaK ¥ IIPoCTO UATH. AT, HECMOTPS Ha OTYasHUE U CTPaX, HECMOTPS Ha TPYOHOCTH U, Ka3aloCh
Obl, TJIyIIOCTb BCETO 9TOTO JIeHCTRa.

C KaX[IbIM HOBHIM IIIarOM BeTep BCE CHJIbHee OU B JINII0, BEIHYKIAsI MEeHST IPUKPLIBATh €70 PYKAMU.
B Kako#i-TO MOMEHT fae MOIIJIO [0 TOTO, YTO S IIPOCTO IIIe/I Ha OIIYIlh, BeAh 0CO3HAJ: 3aKPHITO MOe
JIAIIO UJIM HEeT - BCE PABHO HMYETO He BUOHO, a TaK XOTh CHET He IlapamnaeT 00Mep3IIue MeKH.

Mo nyTh npoposnxKacs. f men MUHYTY, ABe, IATb... A MOXKeT, yXKe JaBHO IOLIIX Yackl? CI0XKHO
TOYHO OTBETHUTD, BE€Ob 51 COBEPILEHHO COUTICS CO CUETY U Telepb IIPOCTO OIyKOa 0 JesHON
IIyCTOIIN B HafeX[e HalTu cnacenue. Y, cyns o BceMy, HaIen ero.

He 3Halo Kak, HO MHe y[anoCh J00paThCs OO0 BHICOKOM CKasbl, KOTOpas CTajla MOUM CIIaCeHUEM OT
cHera. [IpaBaa, Ha 3TOM BCE He 3aKaHUYMBAJIOCh, Beflb 1 3aMETHUJI OOJIBbIION CUTYIT, HAXOIUBILIUKCS B
HECKOJIBKMX MeTpaX OT MeHs. M3-3a TOro, YTo CKajia yKphBajia MeHsI OT CHera, BUIUMOCTh HEMHOT'0
yIy4IInUIIachk, HO 3TOT CUIYIT OBII 3a MpefelaMy CKaJlbl ¥, CKOpPee BCEro, Mo-MpexXHeMy HUYero He
BHEJL.

— B03MO0OXKHO, KTO-TO OTIIPABHUJICA UCKATh MeHS?.. — HEOXKHUIAaHHO B TOJIOBE IIPOMEJIEKHYIIAa
IIO3UTHBHAS MEIC/Ib, HAIIOJTHUBINIAS MEHS HageXKOou.

PeluB, 4TO TIyIO MPOCTO CTOSITH 3[ECh U XKIATh, IOKA 3TOT KTO-TO HAWIET MeHs, S HallPABUJICS B
ero CTOPOHY U Havajl Kpu4aTh, IPUBJIeKas K cebe BHUMaHKUe. BOT TONBKO yeM Onuxke s K HeMy
npubnuxancs, TeMm 00Jblle CTPAaHHOCTEN 3aMeyvalt: CIMIIKOM BHICOKHY U TPY3HBIM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO U3
HalIllero IJIeMeHH 00/1auuscs B fecaToK MexoB. OH CTOSIJT Ha MECTe ¥ CTPaHHO KPYTHUJI T'OJIOBOH,
CJIOBHO...

HeoxumaHHO pa3masncs pPeB.
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