3Haere, S MOHUMAIO.

[IpaBga, mOHMMAIO.

Ecny BUOUIIL HE3HAKOMIIA, CTOSIIIIET0 PSIOM C OKPOBABJIEHHEIM TEJIOM TBOET'0 KOPOJIsi, CaMo COOOH,
TBHI IPUCTABHUIID KIIMHOK K €T0 Iee... 9TO Pa3yMHBIH TOCTYIIOK.

Ho xoTp CUTyallid MHE U IIOHATHAQ, MHE He JOJI2KHA OHa HPAaBUTLCA.

4 u3y4yun nuuo cTapuka U CIIOKOMHO MPoroBopmi, — Thl BeOb CIIbIIIAT er0, BEpHO? 51 MpoCTo
TIIBITAJICS OCTAHOBUTHL KPOBOTEYEHHUE.

Y Hero KOpoTKue BOJIOCH ¥ IIeTHHA, JaBHO IMOTEPSIBINAs CBOM 1IBET U3-3a BO3PACTa, U OH OMET B
TE€MHO-30JI0ThIe [OCIIeXH, IIePeIMBAIOIINEeCcs B COTHEYHOM cBeTe... C mocnexamu CTpaxeit [Ipesa,
KOHEYHO, He CPaBHUTCS, HO B COUETAHHUU C OeJIBIM IIJIal[0M, CBHCAIOLIUM C IIJIeY, OHU [ejlaeT CBOO
paboTy, IpumaBasi eMy BaxKHbIH BUI.

OH c omacCKo¥ IMOCMOTPeJT Ha MeHs, 3aTeM MeIJIeHHO yOpas Med U IOCHEIINII K CBOeMYy KOPOJII0, —

Barra CBeToCcTh, Kak Bhl ce6si 9yBCTByeTe? MoKeTe JI Bbl XOOUThH?

— A KaK THI [yMaelllb... TOX0XKEe, YTO ST MOTY XOOUTh? — KOPOJIh pPa3fpakeHHO IIPOTOBOPUII, CXBATHB
MyKYHUHY 3a I1JIe40, — BappucTaH, 3TOT Y€JI0BEK CIac KU3Hb TBOEMY KOPOJIIO.

Bappucras... bappucras... 3HaKoMoe uMs.

4 mpuIypuUICsa Ha CTapllero peilaps, a 3aTeM IMOBEPHYJICS, YTOObI TOCMOTPETD Ha ABYX MOJIOMBIX
MYKUYUH, KOTOpble pULIUIU ¢ HUM. OguH OB OOET B CTUIBHYIO TEMHYIO ONEeXKAY ¥ HOCUJI HECKOJIBKO
KOJIell, TaK YTO 5 IIPEATIOJIOKUII, YTO OH ABOPSHUH UJIU YTO-TO B 3TOM POfie, B TO BpEMS KaK APYTOH...

9T0 GBI IMIapeHeEK, C KalITAHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH, UCIIYTAHHBIMU I'Jla3dMHU U cervac OH CHJIBHO IOTEeN, —

Ero CBeTiOCTh BHIKHUBET?

¢ GBI crImcas 3TO Ha HEPBO3HOCTE U IIIOK, HO BPEMI, IIPDOBEOEHHOE B Me}KJIy'MI/IpBe, YeMy-TO MEeHs
Hay4nJio, YBEPEH B €r0 UCIIyIe €CTb HEYTO Oombiiee. Panee s 3aMEeTHII, 4YTO OT TOT'O KUPAsAA...
KOpPOJisi, KOTOPOTI'O 4 CIlaC, BOHSAJIO BUHOM M aJIKOT'OJIEM.

He camas JIy4qiiee COCTOdHNE OJIsd OXOTHI, H... XM...

4 nopolen K mapHIO U B34J1 €r0 3a PyKy, — ThI, 4YTO ThI CAean?



— H-umuero. 4 IIPOCTO mall Ero CeeTnocTu ero B-BHIIIUBKY.

— Ha oxore? 3a TaKkyi0 HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTD BEIIal0T BCIO CEMBIO.

Wnu Haka3aHue, MOXKET 6BITB, JaXe HaMHOI'0O XyXKe - MapI/IKa Oblyla HE CaMBIM JIOﬁpBIM IIPaBUTEJIEM,
CyHd I10 TOMY, 4YTO 4 YCII€JI Y3HATh 3d BpeMd MOET0 OTPaHUYEHHOTI 0 O6H.IeHI/I$I C Hel.

— M-mHe 60IBHO.

ManpumK MOU, eCIIM THI COEJIAJ TO, UTO 5 OyMalo, TO 3Ta 00JIb HUYTO TI0 CPaBHEHHIO C TEM, YTO ThL
HCIIBITA€Ilb II032KE.

qa OTIIyCTHII €T0 3aIlCThe U IIOCMOTPEII, — On YMDPET OT IIOTEPU KPOBH, €CIIK HE OKA3dTh EMY
MEOUIIMHCKYIO IIOMOIIE.

BappucraH, KOTOPHI IIHITAJICS TIOMOYb KOPOJIIO CECTh, TOCMOTPEN Ha MeHs U KUBHYJ, — ['ocrioguH
Pennu, moMoruTe MHe ¢ KOponeM. JIaHCeNb, UAY MO30BU Ha MOMOIIb. Hy:KHO HEMEJIEHHO OTHECTH
ero B KpacCHBIH 3aMOK.

[TapHuUIIKa, K KOTOPOMY § IIPHCTaBaJjl, B3APOTHYJI, KUBHYI U yOexka, a PeHu OIBUHYJICS Ha IIOMOIIb

Bappucrany.

IToarao, 4TO PaCIONI0KEeHHEe KOPOJIs MHe He MIOBPEeIUT, 0COOEHHO eCIIH YYeCThb, KaK MaJio s 3Haio 00
3TOM MHpe.

A mopormen K HEMY U CHOBA IIPUCEII, — ITO 3aMeT HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsi... 3M...

— PoGepTt. PobepT, Math ero, bapaTteoH, — KOpoJb, OH ke PobepT, KalmgHyI.

— Bepno, Po6Gepr... I mory nonectu Tebs, ecnu xouemrs? [1o nareps?

MyK4KHa, TI0 MOEMY IIPEMIO0I0KeH!I0 PeHIN, HEBOJILHO YCMEXHYJICS, MOKaB I'y0sl, — ... s
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 9TO BO3MOXKHO, HOGPHIA cep.

[TouaTtHO, PoOepT BHIIlle MeHS Ha OIOMM WM [BA... ¥ IIOYTH CAMBIM TOJICTHIM... XOTS CTOII, HET, Ha
TIEPBOM MeCTe ATOCTOJIbI 00KECTBEHHOM KOXKM. DTH XKUPHbIE YOIIONKY UCIIOTb30BaIi CBOU KUBOTHI B
Ka4yeCTBe OPYKHUS ¥ IIPeBpalllajiiCh B Pa3PYIIUTENIbHbIE IaPHL.



— Ouensb cMemtHo, — PobGepT Gpocum B3T/IsA Ha TapeHbKa, a 3aTeM CHOBa IIOBEPHYJICS KO MHe, — §
BaM KaKas-TO MEeBYOHKA YTO JIH, YTOOK MEHS TacCKaTh... {1 ¥ caM MOTY H[TH.

OH momneITaCcs MOOHATLCS Ha HOTH, HO BCe, YTO Y HETO MMOJIY4YHUIIOCh, - 3TO U3OATh 00J1e3HEHHBIN CTOH
1 yIIaCThb Ha CIIAHY.

— Barma CBeTnOCTD, IIPH BCEM YBaXKeHUH, He3HAKOMeI] ITpaB. MbI TOTKHbBI OTHECTH Bac 00paTHO B
jlarepb, — CIIOKOMHO IPefIoKuI bappucTaH, ONyCTUBIINCH Ha KOJIEHU PSIAOM CO CBOMM KOpPOJIEM, —
HewusBecTHO, CKOJILKO BpeMEeHHU MOXKeT IIoTpe6oBaThCs I0HOMY JIaHHUCTEPY, YTOOH BEPHYTHCS.

JlanHucrep... bapaTeoH... { 3Haw 3TU UMeHa, KIISHYCh, 3HAIO.

IIpocTo MamMsaTh IOOBOMMT.

— Bx! 9ToT y6/mogok xo4ueT, 4TOOH! 1 UCTEK KPOBbIo! YOIIONKY, BCe OHU.

B3pmoxuys, s mopoien K PobepTy.

— M&I ¢ PeHTE BO3bMEM €TI0 3a HOT'H, a ThI IePKU T'OJIOBY... ¥ 6yIb OCTOPOXKEH, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJ
Bbappucras, Bce elle ¢ 0ImacKou KOCSICh Ha MEHS.

OOBIYHO TALIXUTh 3TOT KYCOK cajla Obl710 ObI MPOOIEMAaTUYHO, HO, K CHACTBIO [JIST HUX, S CHEIl CTOJIBKO
IPAKOHOB, YTO U HE COCUMTATh... [IUTASICh IPAKOHBUMU CEPMIIaMHM, TH 3a0upaelb ux cuiy ceoe.

Bce APaKOHEBE IIJIEMA HEHAaBUIUT MEHS He IIPOCTO TakK.

4 mpocyHyn pyKy eMy IIOf 1LIel0, a APYTYIo - TIOf HOTH, IIOCJIe Yero JIerkKo nopHsn PobepTa ¢ 3eMin
107 IIOKUPOBAHHBIMHU B3rJIsigaMu ero jaogeu, — Kyna?

— O... Onyctu meHs! {1 He cobupaloch TAUIUTLCS, KaK LIToxa!

[l1s1 yenoBeKa C OBIPKOU B KUBOTE OH OUEHb I'PDOMKUU.

— 4 OBl ToXKe TIpennoYes HeCTH KOPOJieBy MapuKy, JKUPHBIN T ypo#. KoMy 3manuchk TBOU MyKCKHe
CUCBKH?

O tom, uTo Kopornesa Orina OoruHe#, MOXKHO OBIIIO OTalaThCS TOJIBKO 10 ODHOMY ee 602KeCTBEHHOMY
610CTy... OB emie TOT HAKT, YTO €e UMIIEPHST OXBAThIBaIa IIe/IbIi KOHTUHEHT, HO 3TO TaK, MEJIOYb.

Bce oHM cMOTpenu Ha MeHs B IIIOKe... HO THIMHA OblyIa HapyleHa, Korga PoGepT rpoMKo
paccmesiyics, a 3aTeM 3allluIiell, 3acKpures 3ybamu, — Benu Hac B MoH narepb. U elile, CONnsk, o -



rpebaHbIi KOPOTh. Xaxaxa... VX.

...COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 9TOT YEJIOBEK - OTBETCTBEHHHIN IIPaBUTEIIb.

Bappucras Tymo KUBHYJI, BCe ellle OCMBICIMBAs IPOU30IIeIee, HO BCe paBHO Havasl UATH, —
CnepnyiiTe 3a MHOU, OybTe HaueKy U He GOUTECh IUKUX 3BEPEH.

— Ecnu mo3BonuTe, MOTY 5 CIIPOCUTH, IOYEMY Y Bac Takue riia3a, HoOphii cep? — PeHIN 0CTOPOKHO
CIpallIuBa, MoKa MHI IIJIH, ©UMesl B BUAY TOT (HaKT, YTO MOU ra3a OYKBaabHO CBETSTCS... XOTS U He
HACTOJIbKO, YTOOHI Ka3aThCS HEUEeJI0BeYEeCKUMHU, HO MOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOB BOZHUKIIO ITapy BOIIPOCOB.

— 3TO OT TOT0, 4TO S €M IPAaKOHOB.

OH CTpaHHO MMOCMOTPEI Ha MEHs, CMyTHBIINCH, — XOPOIIIO, ECJIK HEe XOTUTE PACCKA3kIBATh, TO TaK U
ckaxuTe. MHe OBIJIO TPOCTO JIIOOOIEITHO.

— 3HaelIk... [JIs1 9eJI0OBEKa, yei KOPOJIb UM€EET ObIPKY B 2KUBOTE, ThI HOBOJIbHO CIIOKOE€H, — 3aMETHII
s, CY3HUB I'lla3a.

— O, ymorsio Bac, Kak OyOTo 9TO IepBHIM pa3, Koraa Mo¥ 6paT yMyIpHUCs TSXKeJ0 IIOPAHUTHCS BO
BpeMsI OJHOT'0 M3 CBOUX MaJIeHbKUX... IPUKITIOUEHUH.

3HAYUT, OH MJIAAIINAYK OpaT KOPOJIs.

¢ HayvHaW0 OyMaTh, YTO MOBsI3Ka OblIa HE caMo Nydllled uaeei, OHU CUIIbHO HeI0OI|eHUBAIOT
rnyouHy paHsl, — OH UCTEYET KPOBBIO, €CIIM PAHY HE 3aKPHITh.

U s HCKpeHHe COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OH CMO2KET BO3POOUTHECA, KakK 51 II0CJIE CMEPTH.

[ToctourTe... A mory nu g? TyT Bexb HeT biarogartu.

— CxkaxwurTe... — g HayaJl TUXOHbKO, — KTO, [10-BallleMy, caMbli CUJIbHEIA BOUH B 3TOM Mupe?

MHue HY2KHO KdK MOXKHO CKOpe€€ BBEIACHUTH, HACKOJIBKO BE€JIMKaA OIIdCHOCTS, KOTOpOfI g IIOOBEPraloCh, U
COOTBETCTBEHHO COCTABUTH MJIAH JEWCTBUM... DTHU JIIOOU C BUOY HUYEM HE OTJIIMYAIOTCA OT O6BI‘-IHBIX,
HO 3TO H€ 3HAYUT, YTO TaK 6yneT Be3ne.

— Cup Aptyp [aiiH, Meu 3apu, HO oH 1orud Bo BpeMs Boccranusi, — PeHnu nogxan ryosl u
3agymarcs, — W s monarato, 4To cup bappucTtaH - OOuH U3 CaMbIX, €CIIM He CaMbIil HCKYCHBIM BOKH.

Pa3sBe bappucTaH He TOT CTApUK, YTO BeIOeT Hac?



qa IIPUITYPHAJTICA, TIIAOA Ha IIOZKUJIOT0 PRIIIAPA, BEAyIIero HaC 4epes jieC, IIEITasACh ITOYYBCTBOBATH YTO-
TO CTPAHHOE... A noutu YBEPEH, YTO MOTY PA30PBATh €TI0 Ha YaCTU I'OJILIMU PYKAMH.

— 3HAYUT, HUKAKUX I10JTyO0TOB?

— ...INlomy6oru? — PeHnu IOBTOPHUII 3@ MHOM, 3aMETHO CMYTHUBIINChH, — O YeM BHI?

O... boxe...

HOTepﬂBH.II/ICB B OTPOMHOM KOJIN4E€CTBE€ OTKPEIBIINXCHA BO3MOKHOCTEH, § YYTh HE YPOHHUIL P06epTa.

ITO... 9TO MHOTOE MEHSET.

Bl XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO S MOTY [iejlaTh BCe, YTO MHe B30peeT B I'0JIOBY, U HUKTO He 3aCTAaBUT MEHS
3a 9TO OTBEYAaTh?

YTo MeHsI HUYTO He CBSI3HIBAET?

BrI MoxeTe IIOOYyMaTh, YTO A OeJial0 IIOCIIEITHEIE BEIBOOBI, HO ITO3BOJIBTE MHE XOTh PA3 IIPEAAThCA
HUIITIO3USAM.

MapHKa 3HAET, 4TO s JOCTATOYHO HAaCTPAdaJICAd.
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