"Tlepcei, BRICTyIIAX €€, a IOTOM MOXKEITh CyAuTh. He OyAb CIUIIKOM MOCIEIIHbIM ", TPUKa3alia
ApreMupa, 4yBCTBYS JIETKYIO KaJIOCTh K AMpuTpure.

C Heoxorou Ilepcu cnerka onmycTtun ero Med. "MTak, 4TO Thl XOUeIlb OTBETUTH?"

"Tloxanyiicta. IIpocTo mo3BoNIbTEe MHE XKUTh. S am Tebe BCce U chefa BCe, YTO YTONHO,
moxanyiucra. TOTbKO II03BOJIb MHE KHUTh". B3MOJIAIaCh AMPUTPHUTA.

I'ma3za [Tepcu onmacHO cBepkHyNU. "YTo yroguo?" cupocurn [lepcu.

"Ia. IToxany#cTa, S He X0Tejla UMeTh HU4Yero o0IIero ¢ TBOe! MaTeprio". yMosia AMGUTPHUTA.

"9T0 OBINa raynocTh!" Beana ApuHa OCTalbHBIM.

"V MeHs 1JI0X0€ ITPeaYyBCTBHE TOT'0, UTO OyMeT masblie..." TenenaTudyecKyu OTKIMKHYICS Aufl.

YV Aupa mioxoe mpendyBCTBHE? DTO HEXOPOIIO. ApTeMuaa 3agyManach.

“TBI CKa3ai, 4TO OTHAIllb MHE BCe, BepHO?" cupocuin Ilepcu, ero ria3a Telnepb CBEPKai.

"II-oa. Bce, 4To yrogHo". oTBeTuna AMPUTPUTA.

"fl xo4y BEpHYTH CBOIO MaTh, THl, CYKa, ¥ IIOCKOJIBKY 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, f CHeal cienyouee". [lepcu
SIMOBUTO 3alIHUIIeN], 3aTeM KpyTaHyJscs Ha 360 u nmepepe3an AMdutpute ropno. OHa IOTPSICEHHO
CMOTpeJia Ha HeTro, a 3aTEM €€ TeJI0 0XBAaTUJI MATKUM 30JI0TUCTHIA OrOHb. KOTfla OTOHBb paccesiyics, eé
TeJI0 UCYe3JIo.

"OM, g Ke He 3acTaBul €€ ucue3nyTs?" cpocun Ilepcu.

Awup nokayain rososoi. "Het. Tsl IPOCTO 3aCTaBUJI €€ BpEMEHHO HCYE3HYTh, OHa UCIPABUTCS MO3XKe.
3aBUCHT OT TOr0, Kak OBICTPO OHa UCIPaBUTCS, U OT €€ JKeJlaHUs KUTh CHOBA".

"0, xoporo." ckadan Ilepcu, SIBHO UCIHITEIBas 00JIeTUEHHKE.

Boru ycTaBUIUCH Ha JIy2KH 30JI0TOH KPOBH Ha IOy, IPexXae YeM CeCTh 00PaTHO Ha CBOM TPOHHL.

"Hy uto k! Teneps, KOTrfa 3TOT BOIIPOC PELIEH, faBalTe PeIIuM, 4TO geJlaTh C HAllluM repoeM".
00BbsBUIT 3eBC. boru KUBHYH.

"Utak, [lepcey, T BCe ellle X0Yelllb yMepeTh?" CIPOCUIT 3€BC.



[Tepceit noxan nmnedamu. "He 3Hat0. YacTh MEHs IPOCTO X04YET OCTAThCS B KUBBIX, HAUTHU YTO-TO, C
yeM MOXKHO GOPOTHCS UM YTO MOXKHO AesaTh. MHe HYKHO YTO-TO, UTOOBI JKM3Hb UMeJIa CMBICII,
noHuMaete. Ho mpoGiema B TOM, YTO s He MOTy paboTaTh B MUpPE CMEPTHHIX, MOM 3amax CIUIIKOM
CUJIeH, KaXMoe 3[aHue, B KOTOPOM 5 paboTalo, IIepenoiHeHo MoHCTpaMu. KoHeuHo, 1 Mory
3aMUTUTH ce0s, HO JIIOOU BOCIIPUHUMAIOT PUNITUL KaK PyKbe UM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJZie, @ MOHCTPOB -
KaK KaJIKiX, JOOPHEIX CMEPTHHIX. YTrafiaiTe, KTO B 3TOM BHHOBAT? Byoy4u MepTBBEIM, g XOTSI OBl CMOTY
IIOTOBOPUTH CO CBOMMU CTapLIMU APY3bsIMU, BEPHO?" yApPy4YeHHO 0TBeTun [lepcu.

ApTtemuc ObITT yOUBIIEH TEM, KaK OBICTPO M3MEHUIIOCh HacTpoeHue [lepcu. MruoBeHue Ha3az OH OBLT
0e3:KaIOCTHOM MalIMHOM CMEPTH, a TeIepPh OH OBUI IPYCTHHIM, Pa30UTHIM MOJIOJEIM YEeJI0BEKOM.
Manbuuk, - IonpaBuiia OHa ce0s.

3eBC IMOTJIaiUII eTo Ioa00pOoIoK. "XMMM, B 00111eM, Tebe HYyKeH BbI30B. MM 4TO-TO, Y4eM MOZKHO
3aHAThCA". CKa3as OH. [lepcu KUBHYIIL.

"Kak OBbI THI XOT€JI CTaTh 0€CCMEPTHHIM, He HACTOSIIUM 6€CCMEPTHHIM, HO TH He Ooeells, He
cTapeelns, u Te0s1 TpynHee youTh. B obmiem, Brl 6yeTe XXKUTh BEYHO, €CJIU TOJIHKO He MOTUOHeTe B
6010. M mpocTo mogymMay, YTO THl XOUEIllh OTBETUTD, U 5 YCBIIIY 3TO. 3€BC 3aTOBOPHUJI B CO3HAHUU
ITepcu.

"Tel ©MeelTb B BUAY, 4T0 OX0THUKM ApTeMumsl 6eccMepTHHI?" mogymai [lepcu.

3eBC MBICJIEHHO 3aKaTu I'Mta3a. "[la, ¥ 1 MOry 3aBepuTh Te0s, YTO TBOS HOBas KU3Hb He OymeT
JIETKOK". OTKJIIUKHYJICS 3€BC.

"XMMM, 9TO 3aBUCUT OT TOT'0, UTO 5 cHenaio. Yo s Oymy menath?" crpocun [lepcu.

"THI CTaHEIh XpaHUTeIeM APTEMU[ILI U €€ 0XOTH". CKa3as 3eBcC.

[Iepcu nokpacHesn. "Brl yBepeHs!, 1opa 3eBc? [IoToMy 4TO S He AyMalo, YTO €l OUeHb IIOHPABUTCS
3Ta uged..."

"Kxm. 4 IpoCTO COPOCHUII, TOTOB JIM THI CJTy2KUTh TeJIOXpaHUTeIeM APTEMUALI U OXPaHATh 0X0TY 3a
JKU3HBIO. A Ternepb OTBEThTE MHE".

[Tepcu nmoGnenHen emie 60bIIE, HO HE OT MBICIIH, YTO 3€BC PACCEPAUTCS, @ OT MBEICTT O TOM, YTO C
HUM CITy4MTCSI, eCcliu ApTeMupa y3HaeT. TeM He MeHee, OH OTBETHUJI YBEPEHHO.

"Ma. 4 roTos". oTknukHyncd [lepcu.

"Xopo1ro." 3eBC MPOU3HEC BCITYX.



"B geM meno, oten? Brl ¢ Tlepcu yKe HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs pa3roBapuBaeTe". clipocuiia ApTeMuaa.

"9T0 Kacaetcs Tebs, moporas". OTBETHUII 3€BC.

"MeHs? Kak 3TO MOXKeT MeHS KacaTbCsA?" CIpocuil ApTeMucC B 3aMellaTelbCTBeE.

3eBC IIPOYMCTUI TOPJIO U COABUHYJCS ¢ MecTa. O4eBUIHO, faXKe OH 0OSJICS TOTO, UTO HOJIKHO
npou3ouTy. "Hy, mo4YKa, KaK TH 3HaeEIllb, BOKMHA TOJBKO YTO 3aKOHUMIACh. BOKpyr 6pomUT MHOXKECTBO
MOHCTPOB, ¥ BC€ 3TO HE YTUXHET ellle KaK MUHUMYM CTOJIeTHe. A Thl, TUAED CBOEU I'PYIIIIHL
OXOTHUKOB, ITIOCTOSTHHO HaXOAUIILCS B OMACHOCTH. UMeeT CMBICT YHUUTOXKUTEL Bac unu, mo KpanHeu
Mepe, ocabuTh Bammm cumel, pa3 y&k OHM TakK UCKYCHHI'". CKa3aJl 3eBC, 3aTeM C[ea Iayay,
o0myMbIBast, Kak JIydiie chopMyIMpOBaTh ero CliefyIollre ClIoBa.

"4l BCe ellle He MOHKUMALO, Kak Ilepcu BOKCHIBAETCS B 9TO ypaBHEHUeE..." OTBeTUIa ApTeMHua.

"YpaBHeHue? BaM HyxKHa [TIOMOLIb C ypaBHeHUeM? { Bcerga rotosa noMoy4b!" pagoCTHO OTBETUIIA
AduHa.

"HeT, HET, 9TO COBCEM APyTOe". pacCcesiHHO cKalan 3eBc. JInio AGUHEI OITyCTUIIOCE.

"Ckaxu MHe, OTel], IIOTOMY YTO ¥ MeHSI TaKOe YyBCTBO, YTO TO, YTO THl COOMpPAEIIbCS CKa3aTh
gJanbllle, MHE He MMOHPaBUTCA". CKa3ala ApTeMupa.

"A, HYy 4TO X, 51 MOT'Y OBITE OTKPOBEHHHIM. [lepcu [[2KeKCOH CTaHEeT XpaHuTeIeM Te0sT U TBOUX
OXOTHUKOB". CEPbE3HO CKa3aJjl 3eBC, INAasa ApTeMucy npsiMo B I'jia3a.

PoT ApTeMumbl OTKPHIICS, IIOK 06PYIIMICS Ha Heé, KakK KyBanma. OH GBICTPO IPeBPaTHUIICS B
Heo0y3oaHHbIN T'HEB.

"qTO? OTEL, 3TO BE3YMHAA UIOEA! MOU OXOTHUKHU HUKOI'TA HE I[TPUMYT 9TOI'O!"
3akpuyana Apremuna. OcTanbHele OOTY TOXKe BHITJIANENN YAUBIEHHBIMHY, HO Ha UX JIUIaX OBIIO
3a4yM4HUBO€ BEIPaKeHHUeE.

"A Temnepb, 0OYb, IOCIyLIAN MeHS..." IPUHSAIICS 3€eBC.

"HET, HE TTOCJIYIIAIO. 4 He Mory monmyCTUTh Majiburka Ha oxoty! Oto Heneno! U 1 HE
HYXIAKCH B 3AIIIUTE. 4 mory 3ammTuth cebs 63 MoCTOPOHHE! moMoIu!" BO3MyIIeHHO
KpUKHYJla ApTeMuzaa.

"Tak, ApTeMupa, 3TO TOBOPUT TBOS TOPHAOCTL..." CKa3ajl 3eBC, HO ero mpepsaia ['epa.



"ITa, Kak OyOTO THI XOpOIIKH IpuMep..." mpobopmoTana ['epa.

3eBc Opocus Ha Heé OBICTPHIM B3TJISM, TIOCTIe Yero BePHYJICS K ero cropy ¢ Apremupoi. "Ecnu Bo
IIPaBUJIbHO TOMHUTE, BBl OBIIM 3axBaueHBl ATIaCOM U €T0 CUJIaMH{ BCe 3THU I'Ofbl Ha3al U YBeleHE
nof HebOeca. [lepcu npemaHHO 3amuinan Bac, a ¢ ero MacTepcTBOM BlIafeHUs Me4OM S YYBCTBYIO
cebst B Oomnbiielt Oe3o0macHOCTH" .

"O, Tak THI XOYelllb CKa3aTk, YTO I[lepcu MoxKeT 1o3aboTuThCcss 000 MHe Ny4ile, 4eM g cam?"
OTPBI3HYJICA APTEMUC.

"TlocnymaiiTe, OUEBHUOHO, YTO €T'0 OXOTHUYLY HABBIKM OyIyT HUKYOBIIITHEIMYU, @ CTpebba 13 JIyKa -
IIPOCTO HEBHIPA3UTeIbHOM. Ho BEI OMKHBI TPU3HATD, YTO €I'0 MAaCTEPCTBO (DeXTOBAaHUS COIEPHUYAET
¢ Bammmm coGCTBEHHBIM, @ B HEKOTOPHIX OTHOILIEHUSIX flaXke MPEeBOCXOOUT ero. Bhl MoxkeTe Hay4YUTh
ero HeoOXOIUMEBIM HaBHIKaM, a [lepcu - 00yunTh Balux 0XOTHUKOB (pexToBaHUI0". 3eBC BO3Pa3ul.

"Ho oH Xe Manb4y¥K, OH MOXKET IIPUCTaBaTh K OXOTHUKaM!" Bo3pa3uiia ApreMupa.

"OH HUKOrfa OBl 3TOr0 He chefaj, 0COOeHHO IIOCTIe TOT0, YTO IIPOU30III0 MeXKAy HUM U HallluM
apxuTeKTOpoM. U THI caM CKa3aJl, YTO OH eQUHCTBEHHBIM MYyXK4Y/HA Ha 3TOU IIJIaHEeTe, JOCTOUHBIN
TBOeTro yBaxkeHus! U pa3se He oH 3abui Ha Bac 60Nt mecTs MecsIeB Ha3an?" cpocun 3eBc.

ApTeMupa nokpacHesa, HO IIpOfoJIXKaa, X0Td ¥ 3HaJla, 4To IpourpeBaeT. "Ho... HO... OTKyZa T
3Haelllb, YTO OH He CTPYCUT U He OymeT CayXKuTh npefaHHo? OH XKe MyXK4HHa, a OHU BCE
OfVHaKoBEIE!" oTBeTUIIa ApTeMupa.
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