"0, He OnarofapuTe MeHs MOKa. 1 MPoCTo He X049y, YTOOH Bhl ymanu B 00MOPOK OT CIIeAyIOIIero
Haka3aHug". [lepcu 3apeiyan. "3Haellb, 4YTO MHE CKa3ajl XupoH? OH cKa3al MHe, YTO MOU POLUTENU
yMepiu oT napanuda. OT nepesioMa IO3BOHOYHUKA. TakK 4TO, KaK U paHbIlle, II0C IPOLEHTH ",
SITOBUTO OTBeTHUn Ilepcu.

"J10?" HemoHMMaOIIE OTBETUI TPUTOH.

"910, uguot". Ilepcu ymapui KyJlakoM B JKUBOT TPHUTOHA C CUJION, HOCTAaTOYHOM MJIST TOTO, YTOOR
CJIOMaTh ero II03BOHOYHUK cliepefqu. Pa3gancs rpoMKuil Tpeck, U TPUTOH MIHOBEHHO BBIITYCTHUIT
KJISII, U3 er0 pTa MOoTeKJa 30J10TUCTast KPOBb.

"Tloxanyucra..." mpouenTtana TPUTOH.

[Tepcu nokavasn ronoBoi. "Ito Owio s [Tona Bnoduca. Thl MOMHUIIL €707 ITOT0 MaJeHbBKOTO
cMepTHOTO0? BEl cunTaeTe ero 6ecroyie3HbIM, HO OH MHOTO 3HAYHUII 71T MeHs".

[Tepcu cgenan mar K ero npasoi pyke. "Teneps Bamu nanbusr".

"Hert! [Toxanyucra, ymonswo Bac, moxanyucra..." IpuHSIaca TPUTOH.

[Tepcu B3MaxHy PUntugom no 4ucTou gyre, oTCeKas nanblbl TPUTOHA. TPUTOH 3aKpUyasl, CIUIIKOM
cnabbIi, YTOOH COPOTUBIATHCS. [lepcy CHOBA MOOHSI PUNTUM, Ha 9TOT pa3 MmiaMs au3ano ero. O
HaflaBUJI UM Ha 00pyOKM €ro maiblleB, IPUXKUTas UX. TPUTOH 3aKpuyall OT 60X U CMOT HEMHOTO
IIOflepraThbCs.

"9T0 st Moeit MmaMmbl, Cannu [IKekcoH. JIy4liel cMepTHOM, KoTopasi Korga-nubo xuna. KTo-To
[OJKeH Hay4uTh Te0s MOCIeICTBUSAM, He Tak nu?" ycMexHyscs Ilepcu.

Boru ycTaBUIHMCh Ha HETO C HE3[OPOBEIM BOCXHUIIIEHUEM U JIETKUM Y2KaCOM - OHU OBIJIK B yXKace OT
TOTO, YTO OOBRIYHO CIIOKOWHEIN, 6€33a00THEIM, Becebli, moOpsii [lepcu [I:KEeKCOH MOXKET OBITh TAKUM
JKECTOKHUM.

"3HaerTe... B 9TOU ClleHEe €CTh CBOSI MOpaJkb..." mpomenTtana AduHa.

"Ia... He TIOMlaflaliTe Ha IJIOXYI0 CTOPOHY [lepcu". mpoGopMoTan AMOJIoH.

"He o6s13aTenbHO. 1 myMalo, He CTOUT CBSA3BIBATLCSA C TeMU, KOro Ilepcu mobuT u 0 KoM 3a60TUTCS
OobIie BCero'. oTBeTunIa ApTeMusa.

"9T0 g BO BceM BUHOBAT..." [locelioH HLIPKHYI U OTEP JIULO.



"Tume, ITocelnoH, 3TO HE TBOSI BUHA, TH He 3HAJI, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT". MITKO CKa3ana AduHa,
TorJjIaXkuBad ero Io Ijaeyam.

"Ila, Opat, Thl He BUHOBAT. M HOJIKEH CKa3aTh, YTO S Y3HAI0 KOe-4TO HOBOE, YTOOH HayYUTh CBOUX
My4duTeseu..." cka3an Aup.

[ToceimoH OTKPHII OBIJIO POT, HO €T0 IIpepBal ellle OguH KPHUK. ITanbIlsl 1eBoM PyKu TpUTOHA JexKalu
Ha Ioy, uX 00pyOKY yxKe ObUIM IPUKIKEHB, U TYT OH 3aMEeTHJI, YTO [Iepcu CTOUT C Me4oM BO3JIe PTa
TputoHa.

"TloxanyucTa, I0KajyucTa, He 0Tpe3auTe MHe S3BIK, I0XKalyucTa, s npoily Bac". TpUTOH XHBIKa
OT yaca.

Boru B yxkace ycraBunuch Ha Hero. OTpe3arts eMy 3bK? Oii. [TocelioH aruy BIepeq.

"Tlepcu, MOM Manb4uK, OTIIYCTHA TpuTOHA. Aup 3a0epeT ero B CBOIO TUYHYI0 TEMHUIY U IIPOCTIETUT,
yTOOBI OH HUKOTZIa He TOKuAam ee. IIpocTo 0CTaBh ero siI3bIK HETPOHYTHIM B KaueCcTBe MOCIeqHeH
mo6e3H0CTH, X0poIo?" yMonsan [TocelnoH.

"Hert. O 3acmyxun 601b, oTel". CypoBo cka3as [Iepcwu, ria3a ero meliaiy.

[TocelinoH 6eCIIOMOIIHO ITOCMOTpPENT Ha Apyrux boros. OH OTCTynu Ha3af, CMUPUBIIKCH, TTOKa
ApTeMupa He IIarHyJjIa BIepeq.

"OcTaBb €ero A3bIK HETPOHYTHIM, MaIbuUK. Thl OTOMCTUN". ApTeMua OTBEeTHIIa XOJIOAHEIM, BIIaCTHEIM
TOHOM, €€ cepeOpsiHBIE Tla3a SICHO aBaJi¥ IOHSATh, YTO OHA HE IMOTEPIUT HUKAKUX BO3PaXKEHUU C ero
CTOPOHHL. [Iepcu HECKOIBKO CEeKYH[ CMOTPEJ B OTBET, @ 3aTeM CO B3[LOXOM OIYCTUJI MeY.

"OueHs X0po1o, negu Apremuna. Temepsb Bel moIXKHE MHE BOBOWHE". cKa3ainl [lepcu ¢ merkou
YCMEIIKOM.

ApTemuna GBIPKHYJIa COBCEM He MO-XKEHCKHU. "fd Huyero Tebe He JONIKHA, MalbuUK. A Teeph
TII03BOJIb HaM, 6oraM, M03a00TUTHCS O TOM, UTO JOJI2KHO OBITH CeNIaHo".

"OtnuyHo. Torga no3BoJib MHE MOJIy4YUTh NIOCNIefHEE TUYHOE YOoBIeTBopeHue". [lepcu Bopyarl.

ApTeMuga HaCTOPOKEHHO MOCMOTPEJIa Ha HeTo, a 3aTeM KHUBHYIIA.

[Tepcu BEIPBaj KMHZKAJH U3 €r0 Tejla, CKPy4YuBas uX, 4TOOBI pa3pe3aTh Kak MOKHO GOJbIIe, KOTHa OH
UX BEITACKUBaJ. TpuTOH 6€3KU3HEHHO yIlaa Ha 3eMJII0, efIBa MPUAS B CO3HAHUE.



"Hy, TpuTOH, Ha 3TOM MBI C TOOO¥ IIPOIIaeMcs, BECENIUCh B Iofi3eMenbe Aupa". cka3an Ilepcu.
"TIpomanbHEIN IOJAPOK, 3HAK MOEU MPUBSA3aHHOCTHU K Tebe, OpaT". [lepcu CIOHYI, KaKUM-TO
o0pa3oM yMy[IpUBIIKUCH COENAaTh TaK, UTO IOCIegHEee CJIOBO IIPO3BYYasio Kak Xyfliee ockopOeHue B
MUDE.

[Tepcu momHSAN pyKy U yKa3as Ha 6acceiin OduroTaBpa, mpu3niBas Boay. OH 3acTaBul ee coOpaThCA
BOKPYT TpHUTOHA, a 3aTeM B3MaxHYJI pyKaM{ BBEPX. TPUTOH B3MBIJI BBEPX, KaK MY, U C XKYTKUM
TPECKOM BPe3aJics B MOTOJIOK TPOHHOTO 3asa. Korma TpuToH yman u pa3buscs o6 moi, [Tepcu co3marn
CTPYI0 BOMHI, YTOOHI ITOMHSATH ceOsi BBEPX, a 3aTeM BbI3Bajl B BO3[IyXe OTPOMHBINM OTHEHHBIH 11ap,
KOTOPHIM Bpe3aJiCs B paCIpoCTEPTOE Tesio TpUTOHA C CUjIoi 00MOHI, Tafas Ha Hero cBepxy. CTeHa
IJlaMeHU BhIpBajach HapyXKy, ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJICS 3alaxX CUJIbHO 00YTJI€HHOM IIJIOTH.

Korpma mnamst paccesisiocsk, 60ru yBumenu Ilepcu, CTOSINEr0 Ha KOJIEHSIX Hal TPUTOHOM, IOKPEITOTO
30JIOTHCTHIM UKOPOM, OTOHb yTracas B ero ria3ax. [Iepcu BCTal U CIIOKOWHO OTYUCTHUI €T0 PYKH U
OproKH.

"OH B TBOEM pacHopsKeHuu, nopma Aun". ckasan Ilepcu.

Aup KUBHYJI, HO IIpeXe YeM OH yCIeJl CoefiaTh mar, TPpUTOH 3agpoxKall, 1 ero popMa IpUHsiach
MeplaTh. 3aTeM OH McYe3 B HeOOIbIIOM 001aKe 30710TOM IIBIIIH.

"UuTepecHo. Yto cnyuunocs?" cupocui Ilepcu.

Boru ycTaBUIIUCH APYT Ha APYyTa, IpeXke YeM OTBeTUTh eMy. "THl 3aCTaBUJl €ro UCUEe3HYTh, [lepceit".
3eBC CKa3aJl CepPbe3HEIM T'0JIOCOM.

"Kakas XKamocTbh. Torfia, HaBepHOe, MHe XkKaJb". CIIOKOMHO OTBETUN ITepcu, KOTOPOro SBHO HE
6ecrokoun TOT ¢akT, 4To TPUTOH HCUE3.

Paspascst KpuK, ¥ 4TO-TO METHYJI0Ch B CTOPOHY [lepcu. I[lepcu efBa yciesn yBePHYThCS U MOMYIUIT
HeO0OJIbIIIOM TTOpe3 Ha ero pyke. 9To Oviia AMpuTpuTta. 3a Bcelt 3Toi cyMaToxol ¢ TPUTOHOM OHU
coBceM 3abbtu 06 AMpuTpuTe.

"Thl YBUJI ET'O! Thl 3ACTABMIJIA ET'O MCHE3HYTh! KAK Bl MOT'JIM? ECJIW BBl OH EBBIJI B
[TOO3EMEJIbAX XAIECA, 1 XOT4 Bbl MOT'JIA HABECTUTD ET'O!" kpuyana AMpuTtpura,
yrpoxarollle HallpaBUB Ha HETro €€ KMHXKall.

"OH 3acmyxun 3to. U To, YTO OH MOTYCKHEJ, OBIJI0 COBEPILIEHHO HEPeAHAMEPEHHBIM" . OTKIIUKHYICS
[Tepcu. B ornuune or AMPuTpuTH, ronoc Ilepcu cran 60ee X0I0THEIM.

AmduTpuTa u3nana Kpuk u 6pocunack Ha [lepcu, 3aMaxHYBIIKMCh KWHXKAJIOM I10 IIUPOKOH IyTe.
[Tepcu cxBaTui €€ 3a PyKY, BLIPBAB KUHKAJ U3 €€ XBAaTKM, 3aTEM CXBATHUJI IPYTYIO PYKY, KOTOpas
neTesa Ha Hero, ¥ 0TOPOCUTI e€ Ha3ap,.



"Tlocnymait, AMbuTpuTa, 1160 THl OCTAHOBUIILCS, 3aTKHEIIBCS ¥ TI03BOJIMIIIL 00TaM pellaTh, YTO
menathb, mu0o s caMm oTmpaBiio Tebs B TapTap. f mpegmodunTaio MepBoe, IIOTOMY YTO 5T He IPUYUHSIO
Bpefda XKeHIIWHaM, eCJIU TOJIbKO OHU He [IpalieHa, dMmnycau unu Kmapucca". otBetun Ilepcu,
3aCiyKUB B3TJIsT Apeca.

Av¢uTtpuTa BCcTala ¥ MONHSTA €€ KUHXKaJ, IPUCTANbHO INsaas Ha [lepcu. 3ateM, 6e3
IpenynpexaeHus, oHa 6pocuiach BIepes C YIUBUTENIbHOM CKOPOCThI0, HAHOCS JUKNE YHapH.
PunTtup BEICKOUMII KaK pa3 BOBpeMs, 4ToObI OJI0KMPOBaTh yaap, KOTOPHIH epepe3as Obl eMy ropiio, a
3aTeM pa3BepHYJICcs, YToOk pacceub AMputpute 6empo. OHa CIOTKHYIACh, U [lepcu nmpuxar e€ K
CTeHe, II0CJIe Yero BHITAIIMII KMHKal U HafaBUJI KOHUMKOM J1e3BUs PUNTHIa Ha €€ ropJo.

"Bo3M0xkHO, 51 OBI X0TeJIa TepecMoTpeTh Balie mpeamoxenue..." c1abo oTBeTrna AMGUTPHUTA.

[Tepcu nokauarn rojgoBou. "4 man Bawm manc. [lTaHCH He BBITagaiOT OBaXKAbl, BHl ke 3HaeTe". OTBETUN
OH, TOJIKas Pumntun 4uyTh rmybxe.

E€ pyku momHsSIuCh, YTOOBI OTTONIKHYTh PUNITHOA, HO OHA OTIPSHYJa Ha3afl, KOraa IylaMs IPUHSIIOCh
JIM3aTh T€ MECTa, KOTOPHIX OHU KaCaJTuCh.
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