"0." cka3anu Bce Tpu Oora.

"JlapHO, MagHO, TTOX0XKe, Y Hac TyT OosblIast mpobeMa, IoueMy OBl HaM He YCIIOKOUTHCS U He
pa3obpaThCs BO BCeM IO MOPAAKY?" cupocun [ToceimoH, X0Ts ObLIO0 TOX0XKe, YTO OH ITPOCTO XOTEN
OTCTPAHHUTHCS OT CBOETO PA3THEBAHHOI'O ChiHA U 00JyMaTh CIy4YUBILIEECs.

"HE YKA3BIBAM MHE, YTO [IEJIATb, IIOCEWIOH..." [lepcu comoHyn, Ipexae 4yeM ApTeMuna
BCKOYHJIa CO CBOEr0 TPOHA U 00XBaTHUJIA €r0 POT.

"Ou!" - BCKpUKHYJIa OHa, IIPOH3UB €r0 OTHEHHHIM KOIb1I0M. OHa MMOCIEeIIHO OTIPHITHY/Ia Ha3ald. JTo,
Ka3aJjoch, BepHyJo [lepcu B ce0s1, ¥ OH MOKJIOHUIICS ApTeMuie U U3BUHUJIICS.

"TIpocTuTe, negu ApTeMupa, IPOCTo ... pa303nuacs". OBICTPo cKa3zan [lepcu.

"Hy ma, KOHe4YHO, Tl pa303JIUJICI, MaJIb4uK, IIPOCTO JIy4llle KOHTPOJIUPYY CBOU XapaKTep, UHaye THl
caM ce0sT yHUYTOXKHUIIL". OTPEI3HYIachk ApTeMHUa, 3anprruBasi 06paTHO Ha €€ TPOH C rpalue
OXOTHHKA.

[Tepcu MWL CKIIOHKII TOJIOBY ¥ HUYETO He OTBETHJI. Boru OBITH YIMBIIEHEl €TI0 BeXKJIMBOCTHIO,
0COOEHHO KOrja OH OLUI B TAKOM THEBE.

"CHauarna ['epmec, [lemeTpa, Apec, pacCKaxuTe MHe, 4YTO CKa3anu Bam Bammu getu. 'epmec, To
IIepBBIKA". IpHUKa3all 3eBcC.

"Orel, g KNsHYCh pekou CTUKC, 4TO cleayollee - paBaa. A crnpocun TpeBuca u KoHHOpa, 0OHI
cKaszanu, uTo [lepcu ucyes Mo4YTH IOJNrofia Ha3afl, ¥ uTo AHHa0eT cHayasa odyeHb Gecriokomnack. OHa
IIPOOOIKaJjla UCKaTh ero, HO IPUMEPHO Yepe3 TpU HeleNu OHa pa30o3nunack. O4eHb pa303/Iuiach.
Pazo3nunack Ha BCeX 1 Haydaja (GIUPTOBATL C MaIbYUKaMHU B OTKPBITYI0. MOU CHIHOBBSI pacCKa3alu
MHe, 4To AHHabeT mpoBoausa Bcé 0osbliie u 60bille BpeMeHH B MUPE CMEPTHEIX, TOKa OJHAXKIH,
Ormaromaps eé 671aro4eCcTUBHIM KayeCcTBaM, OHU He PeIuyIU IocienoBaTsh 3a AHHabeT. OHU 3acTanu
€€ JepxKalleics 3a PyKU C HEU3BECTHHIM MYXKUMHOM, 0YEBUIHO, CMEPTHHIM, ¥ YCJIBIIIAJH, KaK OH
CIIPOCHII €€, 4TOOHI OHa CTajla ero APyroM U roexasna ¢ HUM B I'peruio, 4ToOH IlepefenaTth 1
BOCCTaHOBHUTH [lapderon. OHa HEMEOJIEHHO COTIacuiIach. ITO BCe, UTO Y HUX €CTh, IIOCJIE TOTO KakK
oHM cOexainu, 4ToOH UX He mouManu". ['epMec 3aKOHUMII, TSI Ha [lepcu ¢ IPyCThIO U KaIOCThIO.

Apremupa Oblsia Tak IOTPSICEHA, YTO He yCIbilIana, Kak [JeMeTpa paccka3ana 3eBCy O TOM, 4TO e
ckaszana Katu Nappuenep. MyxurHe pa36uiia cepalle XeHIMHa? mofyMasa ApreMusa. ITo BIEPBHIE.
OmnpepeneHHo BuepBhie. HeyauBuTenbHO, 4TO [lepceii BLHITISAAEN TaKUM IIOTEPSIHHBIM 1
TIOJIaBJIEHHBIM, KOT{Ia BoIes B oM. [ToueMy KTo-To momxkeH Ovi1 6pocuts [Tepces? OH ObLT HOOPHIM,
3a00T/IMBEIM, XpaOpPHEIM, HEBEPOSITHO MCKYCHBIM B 00pallleHny C MeYOM U TOTpsicalle KpacuBsM. O
Aup, moyemMy MeHS BOJIHYeT, KpaCHB OH UJIM HET? MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO MaJIbYdKa MOXKET IIpefaTh
IeByIIKa, Obla Il He€ HaCTOJIbKO YyKIOM, YTO OHa IIPOCTO CMOTPETIa BAallb, Pa3MBIIIISAS 1
Pa3MBIIIISIS.



"Anno? Apremupa? 91, Onumi - ApreMupma?" cKkasas AIMOJIOH, MaXHYB PYKOU Iepel €€ JTUIIOM.

"Y-yTo Takoe, 6paT?" orprI3Hyach ApreMuma.

"Huuero. [IpocTo HHTEpPECHO, TOYeMy THI YCTAaBUJICS B IIPOCTPAHCTBO. BoT u Bce. Kpome Toro, Apec
y2Ke [IOYTH 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTH".

Apremupa BepHYya ce0sl B HacTosIllee, HAIIOMHUB cebe, 4To 0 mpenaTtenbcTBe [lepcu AHHAOET
TIOOyMaeT I0o3XKe.

"... Kopoue rosops, Kiapucca npocTo xoTejia CBEPHYTH 1I€0 3TOM OeBYOHKe Yeus 1mocye Toro, Kak
y3Hasa". 3aKoH4YuII Apec.

Bce B3rmame 06paTI/IJ'[I/ICB K A(bHHe, KOTOPad OIIYCTHIIA I'/la3a OT CThIga U CMYIIEHHNI.

"Ilepcu... MHe o4ueHb XKannb. MHe ITpaBa Xkanb. f He 3Haja, 4YTO MOS I0Yb OKaXKEeTCS HAaCTOJIbKO
TJIVIION, YTOOBI BEIOPOCUTH TAKOT'O XOPOIIEro YejioBeKa, Kak TH'". IIpoIenTana AdbuHa.
y

[Tepcu xuBHYI. "Bce B nopspnke. ITo He Bama BuHa. MoxkeT ObITH, S IIPOCTO €llle He BCTPETUII CBOIO
IIOJIOBUHKY..." [Iepcu B3moxHY, o6uma u 6051 CHOBa 3aKpajIuCh B €T0 Iia3a.

ApTeMuc cpa3y ke IoxKaJsel ero, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH OBUI MyKYHHOU. BraropomHeIi 1 04eHb
yBazkKaeMHbIN 4esloBeK. mogyMas ApTeMuc. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH B3si/I Ha ce6s He0o 1 OOJNT pagu Hee, u
€CJIM 9TO He IejIaeT ero 61aropofHEIM U YBaXKaeMbIM, TO OHA He 3HAeT, YTO MOXKET CHeJaTh.

"Ouens xopo1o. Teneps, KOTfa 3TOT BOIIPOC PellleH, faBaiiTe nepeineM K... CTpDaHHOMY [TOBEJ€HUIO
Moero OpaTa". 00bsIBUII 3€BC.

Bce Barnsapbl o6paTunucsk K Iloceinony, a rina3a [lepcu 3abnecTeny.

[TocelimoH HEPBHO OTJISALEIICS IO CTOPOHAM, 3aTeM IIPOYUCTHUII ropiio. "Tak, BO-IEPBLIX, KTO, YEPT
BO3bMU, 9TOT M3aThi0? [10TOMY YTO, HACKOJIbKO g 3HaM0, 1 AyMmall, 4yTo Caiu IpOoCTO CIULIKOM
XOPOIIKMHM CMEPTHHIM, U I 04eHb 3a00Tuiics o [IepcH, Tak YTO 5T XOTEJI OCTATHCS... 3M... BEPHEIM...", -
Tpo0OPMOTAaJl OH IIOCJIEHIOI YaCTh.

"TIpoctute? TH X0TEN OBITH BEPHBIM CMEPTHOM?" BCKpUYas 3eBC.

"Tla, TOTOMY YTO OHa MHe 04eHb HpaBunach. U g paf, 4To OHa HaKOHEI-TO o0pesia MOKOM U CHaCThe C
3TUM 4eJI0OBEKOM-PHIOOi". TOpmo oTBeTu IlocennoH.

"TBI XO4ellh OBITh BEPHEIM CMEPTHOM XKEHIIMHE ¥ He MOXKeIllb OhITh BepHHIM AMbuTtpute. Moit 6pat



corren ¢ yma!" moxasoBascs 3eBC, yIapuB ero II0 JHIY.

"Kxm. [IOCMOTPH, KTO 'OBOPUT, 3EBC!" Bckpuuana ['epa.

3eBC BCKOYMIJI, KakK OynTo ero ymapunu TokoM (O, Kakast UpoHHs! momyMasia ApTeMuaa), ¥ MTHOBEHHO
TIOKpacHe.

"Hy, mosi joporas, [lepceii pa3pelun MHE 3aBECTH ellle IeTeN-10ay00roB, HO g II0Ka 3TOT0 He
choenasn. 3HA4YUT, I TOXKe BepeH". cKa3all 3eBC.

"Eme Het. Tl caM CKa3aJi, YTO [I0Ka HeT". OrpeI3HyJach ['epa.

"Tlocmyiaii, moporas, faBai MOroBOpuM 00 9TOM I03Ke, X0poiIo?" 3eBc MpaKTUYeCcKu yMonsn ['epy.
OHa nocmoTpesia Ha HEro U XXeCTKO KUBHYIIA.

"Xoportro, [Tepceit, CKazxku HaM, KTO 9TOT MaJIbUuK MaThi0? 4 ciblmia, Korga Bel ObIIH B TOCTSX, YTO
OH 6eCCMepPTHHIN, KaK OH MOT' CTaTb 0eccMepTHHEIM 6e3 MOero BemoMa?" CIpoCcuil 3eBc.

"M3TBIO - 3TO TOT 3aHOCYHUBLIN, ATOMCTUYHBINM MaJIb4YUIlKa, Ha KOTOPOTO MpeTeHmoBal caM [TocennoH.
Bcero HeckonbKo 4acoB Ha3af [ToceiioH MOSBUIICS B IaBUILOHE Jlareps u 06bsBuII, YTO M3ThHIO
Ternepb 0eCCMePTHHIM cTpax Jlareps u TUYHBIN TeJI0XPaHUTENb TPUTOHA UIIK YTO-TO B 3TOM POfIe.
Tenepb, KOrma OH ABIIAE€TCA XPAHUTEJIEM 3TOI'0 Y€PTOBA JIarepsi, y HETO €CTh BJIIACTh BRITOHATH
JIIONEeH, KOTOPhIe CIUIIKOM "omacHH". BOT mouemy s 3mech, YTOOH CIIPOCUTH OOHOTO U3 Bac, 00OTOB,
OTIIPaBUTh MEHS B IOA3eMHEIM Mup. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, Tak s CMOT'y YBUAETh CBOUX CTaphIX Opy3el U
Mamy". [Tepcu cKa3aj BCe 3TO CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObI, HO IIOTIEPXHYJICS Ha IIOCJIeIHEM CJIOBe.

"Yro? YTO TH UMeeIb B BUAY, TOBOPS, YTO THl CMOXKEIIb BCTPETUTHCA CO CBOEU MaTEPHIO B
IOA3eMHOM MHUpe?" B 0TYasgsHUM cripocu [TocermoH.

[Tepcu MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY C SHOBUTHIM B3TJISIAOM U TJla3aMH, TOTHBIMU 007U, "ThI OB YOUT.
BeccmeptaBIM. XMPOH CKa3ajl, 4TO KOT'a OH BOIIEJI Ty[a, TaM CUJIBHO [1axJio MopeM. M oH
mo4yyBCcTBOBan MoifHoe npucyrctsue. MOPCKWE CYIIECTBA [IOJI2KHEBI BbITH 1O, TBOUM
KOHTPOJIEM, I[TOCENIOH, IIOYEMY Thl HE CMOT OCTAHOBHUTD 3TO?" KpukHyI [lepcu, mo ero
nuiy Oexkana ciesa.

TpoHHBII 3a1 CHOBa 3aApoKall, Korja 3ejleHoe IJlaMs BCIBIXHYJIO, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHO OBLJIO SIHOBUTO-
3eJIeHBIM, KakK Oyaro [lepcu OB TOTOB YOUTE.

"Ilepcu... Kngrych pekou CTUKC, 4YTO B CBOEU NaMATHU 5 He 3Hal0, KTO TakKou MaTtei0. U 4 KIISIHYyCh
pekoit CTHKC, 4TO faxe eciu Okl y MeHs ObLI APYTo# CHIH, 1 He 3aMeHus Obl TeOs UM U He chefas Obl
ero 6eccMepTHHIM". TUXO cKa3as [ToceimoH, ero rogoc HagiaoMuscsa. Korma oH 0TBETHII, pa3fgancs
packaTt rpoma.



I[Tepcu, Ka3anoch, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS, II0 KpalHell Mepe, OrOHb BOKPYT HETO IoTac, X0Ts Ijla3a ero
TI0-TIPEXKHEMY TOPEJU 3€JIEHBIM IIJTaMEHEM.

"Ecnu Bel X0THTE y3HATH, KTO TaKOW M35Thi0, BEl MOXXeTe CIpoCUTh y Munenu ['ecTuu unu
OTIIPaBUThLCA B Jlareps npsiMo cerdac”. CypoBo oTBeTun [lepcu.

Boru nocmotpenu Ha 'ectro. OHa KMBHYJIA U yKa3aja Ha o4ar B LleHTpe KOMHATHL. [InamMsa
3aTpelneTano ¥ I0Ka3aso TOJINy KpUJalluxX XKUTelel 1areps, CTOJINUBIINXCS BOKPYT MaTkIo,
KOTOPHIY BCe ellle OBUI OfIeT B €T0 IIPUUYAIUBEE lepeMOHUAIbHEIE NOCIIEXH.

"Komy HyxeH Ilepcu [I:XeKCoH, a? BaM HyKeH TOIBKO s!" KpUKHYI M3Th0. YY4aCTHUKY Jlareps
CHOBa KPUKHYIM, HaOPOCUBIINCH Ha HETO.

Bce 6oru rpoMKO 3aIbIXaNUCh, a ¥ IIoceiioHa OTKPHIICS POT.

"Kak...?" 3agoxHyscs oH, 06palasich C BOMPOCOM KO BCEM.

"[Is1ms1, THI HeMCTBATENIHPHO HAYETO He TOMHUIIb 0 MaThi0?" cupocuia ApTemMuna.

"[la. I cHOBa KIISIHYCh peKou CTUKC, YTO HUYEro He IIOMHIO 0 MaTei0". oTBeTuUn Ilocelinon. CHOBa
IIporpeMes TPoM.

“Torga y MeHs eCTh Ufes, KOTO CIIPOCUTH". CKa3ana ApTeMupaa.

"Koro?" - cnpocun 3eBc.

"Tekary", - orTBeTusa ApTemMupa. "ITo IOX0XKe Ha €€ 3eJIbs, ¥ BIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO KTO-TO 3[€Ch
3aMBIIUISET IPOTUB HAIIETO I0HOTO Teposi U CAesal 3To, YTOOH HacoNMuTh eMy. U Kak Obl MHE HU
OBLJIO HEIIPUSTHO 9TO IIPU3HABATh, 51 JyMalo, YTO Halll apXUTEKTOP - INIynas CyKa, a Hall I0OHBIY repo
- HacTos M repo. I103TOMy 5 CKaXy, YTO MBI JOJIKHEI CIIPOCUTH ['eKaTy ¥ pa300paThCs B 3TOM.
9T0 caMoe Majioe, 4YTO MBI MOXKEM CHesaTh AJis TOro, KTO TaK MHOTO HaM IIOMOT, BepHO?"
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