"Tlepcu, mpaBma B TOM, UTO Y MEHSI HUKOTIa He OBbIJI0O MHOT'O [Ipy3€e# B MOel XKHU3HU. f He X0Uy TEPSTh
CBOET0 eMUHCTBEHHOTO APyra 13-3a Yero-To, UTo He SBJISETCS IpaBaou. f 3Halo, 4To cKa3asna dubwy,
HO OHa ObIJIa He ImpaBa'". TUXO CKa3ajia ApTeMupa.

[lepcu crerka HampsArcs. ApTeMuC HEXXHO CXKall ero pykKy. K yausinenuto, [lepcu HEMHOTO
paccrnabuncs. OH He 3HaJl, KaK pearupoBaTh Ha e€ CJIoBa.

Yepes MUHYTY OH 3aroBopul: "{ 3HaI0, 4TO BRI C HEWl He COTIacHBEL, HO OHA IIpaBa B TOM, YTO BOKPYT
MeHS yMHUPAIOT JIfofu. f He X04y, 4TOOH KTO-TO ellle yMupan".

ApTeMupa mokadaa royiosoii: "Ilepcu, g 3Haiw, TOYeMy ThHl TaK OyMaelllb, HO 3alyMBIBAJICS JIU ThI
KOTrfa-HuOYyOb O TOM, CKOJIBKO JTfofielt ymepsio Ovl 6e3 Te0s1? Tl ciac 6osblie XXU3Hel, 4eM Korja-
60 CMOXKelllb y3HaTh. be3 Te0s MUIIMOHE Ntofe morubnu 0w, ecnu 05 TuTaHB MOOeauUH. Bhl
IyMaeTe TOIbKO O CMEPTAX U 3a0kIBaeTe 0 TOM XopoieM, 4To Brl coemnanu. [la, HeKOTOphle U3 Barmx
npy3eu orubmnu, Ho 6e3 Bac moru6o 651 ropasgo Oomnblie”.

[Tepcu ynmuBIIEHHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha ApTeMuny, OH 3afyMalicsl Hafl e€ CJI0BaMU, HO 3TO BCE PABHO He
UCLIEeNUIIO TY 60JIb, KOTOPYIO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, AyYMasi 0 30K U OCTAJIbHBIX €ro OPY3bsX.

Yepe3 MUHYTY OH B3TOXHYII: "f 3HAI0, YTO HE MOTY HUYETO U3MEHHTH, 51 POCTO YCTAJ TEPSITh JIIOAEH,
KOTOPBIE MHE [oporH. {1 OB X0Tes, YTOOL MHE He MPUIIIOCh OBITH moIy0oroM. S Mor Ovl KUTh, 3a0HIB
000 BCceM, U He TIOTafaTh B CUTYAIluH, KOT{la MHE MPUXOAUTCS PellaTh, KUTh KOMY-TO UM YMEPETh."

Aptemupa cugena u afymasa, Kak oTBeTUTh [lepcu. OHa moCcMOTpesia Ha HeTro U IIOHSJIa, YTO BCe elle
IEepKUT ero 3a pyKy. OHa mogymasa 0 TOM, YTOOH OTHEPHYTh PYKY, HO YTO-TO B 9TOM YCIIOKAMBAJIO
eé. OHa uyBCcTBOBasa cebs cyacTiuBee psanoM ¢ [lepcu, u ed edCTBUTEILHO HPABUIIOCH OIINYIIATh
CBOIO PYKY B €TO0.

"Tlepcu, T 3HaeEIb, YTO 301 OBIJIa CAaMO¥M CYACTIIMBOM M3 BCEX, KOT'0 s KOTHa-Tu00 BUell, He3a[oJIro
mo eé cmeptu? OHa OBIZIa CHYACTIMBA OTHATh CBOIO KM3HB, YTOOBI CITACTH MEHS, HO OHa TaKxXke Oblsla
cyacT/IuBa ¥M3-3a Bac. Brl moKa3amu eif, 4TO eCTh MYKUMHEI, KOTOPHIE He 00MKalT KeHIuH. [a,
00MbIIyI0 YaCTh CBOEM XKU3HU OHa HeHaBUfeJla MyK4MH 13-3a ['epakia, HO 3TO CeJialo €€ TOPLKOU 1
MeHee cuacTiauBoi. OHa mo0usIa CBOI0 OXOTHUYBIO XKM3Hb, HO yMepJjia OHa B MUpe, 3Has, YTO He BCe
MYyKYMHBI OBINTM TAaKHMHM, KaK OH, ¥ YTO OJUH U3 HUX O €€ IpyroMm". ApTemMuna Tuxo o0bsCHUTIA.

[Tepcu Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aMoOJT4a. ApTeMuzia IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¥ yBUAesa, YTo 10 ero Ineke
crekaert cie3a. OHa IPOTSHYa PYKY X HEXKHO BHITepJia €€ OOJIbIINM IasiblieM.

"OHa He 3acnyxkuBajna cMepTu. E€ Mmoryo Ovl ¥ He ObITh, ecyiu Obl He AHHAGET U e€ JI0XKB". C TOPeYbIo
otBeTun Ilepcu.

Apremuc kuBHyJ: "Tsl ipaB. Ho ecnu 651 9T0 Opina He AHHA0eT, 3T0 OblNT OB KTO-TO ApyTou. [lepcu, B
3TOM MHpe Bcerga OymyT mioxue mogu. EqMHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, II0 KOTOPOM TakK MHOTO JTI0fen
MOTYT XKHUTh CUACTIUBO, 3aK/II0YAETCS B TOM, YTO €CTh JIIONU, TOTOBEIE OTCTAUBATh TO, UTO



IIPaBUJIbHO. 3alIUIATh TEX, KTO HE MOXKET 3allUTUTh ce0st caM. 30 Obljla OOHOM M3 TaKuX Jofel, u
OHa TOpPOHUIAch TeM, 4To OblJla TAKMM 4YeJI0BeKOM. BEI - OIMH U3 TaKuX iofel. be3 Takux mogei, Kak
Brr 1 30u, Mup He OBl OBl TAKMM, KAKMM OH SIBJISIETCSI CETOmHs. [la, B MHpe BCe ellle eCTh IJIOXHe
BEeIIY, HO TaKWe JII0[U, KakK Bel 1 30U, mepKaT 3T BelllX Ha PACCTOSTHUY M 3allUINAIOT TeX, KTO He
MOZKeT 3allUTUTEL cebs cam".

[Tepcu Ha MrHOBEeHUE YCTaBWICSA HA ApTeMuca. MemyIeHHO ero JIMIO IPeBPaTUIOCh B CaMyi0
MaJIeHbKYIO YIEIOKY B OTBET Ha €€ CJIOBa.

"Te1 xopommmu apyr, Aptemuc". Tuxo ckasan [lepcu.

ApTemupa IocMOTpesia Ha Hero u yneiOHynack: "Kak u ThI, Ilepcu. 4 oueHb OnarogapHa, 4YTo y MeHS
ecTh Takou Opyr. [ToxkamyiicTa, He ucde3ai 6onbiae. CIUIIKOM MHOTUM NTofaaM O6ynmeT 601bHO 6e3
TeOs B UX KU3HU, B TOM YHCJIe ¥ MHe".

Ynei6ka [lepcu HEMHOTO pacuIMpuiach, U oH KuBHyJ: "He Oyny. MHe XKasb, YTO g IIOKUHY Bain
Jlareps ceromas. Mos MaMa paccka3sana Bam, 4To nmpousomnino?”

ApreMupa nokadana royiosoi: "TBou apyr Huko nomen uckath Tebs u yBumen, kak ®ubu pyraer
Te6s. Korna ol BepHyJcS U paccka3an 06 atoM Tanuu, oHa 4yTh He youna dudu".

I'maza [lepcu pacmupunuck: "OHa B mopsigke?" 00€CIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHUIT OH.

ApTeMupa IOTPSICEHHO ITOCMOTPea Ha Ilepcu, a 3aTeM yneiOHYIach: "OHa OymeT B mopsake. K
cyacThio, Tamus cMoryia fepxkaTth cebs B pyKax 10 KoHIla gHs. OHa Bce ellle 31IUTCS, HO B OCHOBHOM
IIpOCTO paccTpoeHna. OHa gyMaeT, 4To Bl cHOBa ucue3nete. Kcraty, ['epa ckasana BameMmy oTiy u
ocTaJibHBIM 4jieHaM CoBeTa, 4TO OHa yChIHOBUIA Bac".

Y Ilepcu oTnasna 4entoCTh: "Kak MOU OTel U 3€BC BOCIPUHSAIIU 3TO?"

"Hy, cuaudana [ToceiijoH ObLJI B SpOCTH, HO ['eCTHS ero yCrokouna. 3eBC OB B IPOCTH OT TOTO, UTO
OHa fiepXKajia 3TO B CEeKpeTe, HO CMUPHUJICS, KOTla OHa YIIOMSHYJa BCeX ero monyboros. OH Takke
xouet rmobmarogaputh Bac 3a cnacenue Jlumu". ckasana eMy ApTeMupa.

"Xoporitio, o KpariHel Mepe, C 9TUM IIOKOHYEHO". ¢ obyerdyeHreM ckasain I[lepcu.

Aptemupa kuBHYyJa: "Tak 4To Ke BhI Aennany TaMm BHU3Y?" CIPOCHUIIa OHa, JKECTOM yKa3hiBas B
CTOPOHY MOPS.

[Tepcu noxai miedamu: "[IpocTo Iyisn 0 AHy MOps ¥ gyMan".

Aptemupa KuBHYyJa: "HaBepHoe, 3M0POBO CMOTPETH Ha OKEaH OTTyha'".



[Mepcu ynuibuynCcs: "TH goBepsielb MHe, ApTeMuc?"”

ApTemuc cTpaHHO ocMOTpes Ha [lepcy, HO KUBHYII.

Ynei6ka Ilepcu crana eire mupe. BHe3anHo U3 MOPS MOAHSJICS CTON0 BOAB M OCTAHOBUJICS TEPe]
HuMu. [lepcu BcTas, MOTSHYB 3a co0oit Aptemuca. OH chenan mar Ha CTOI0 BOAH, IpeXie 4eM
ApTemupa 3aroBopuia.

"Yro TH genaens, [Tepcu?" HEPBHO CIIpOCUn APTEMHLC.

"ThI cCKa3as, 4To foBepsiellb MHe, BepHO? Torga moBepbcs MHE B 3TOM". OH OTKJIMKHYJICS, TIOTSHYB
Apremuca K cToy0y Bofbl. ApTEMUC B TaHUKE OTJISAENICS BOKPYT.

"Tlepcu, s moub 3eBca. f He Mory BOTH B Mope 6e3 pa3pemenus [loceligoHa". 06bsicHUIa ApTeMupa.

[Tepcu mokavas ronoBoi: "Moero pa3pelieHusi OCTaTOuHOo. Mo oTell B 11060M Cydae He PUCKHYII
Obl IPUYMHUTL MHE Bpen'".

"Ho s He MOr'y ObIIIaTh IIOf BOZOU". BO3pa3usa OHa.

"TloBeps MHE, ApTeMuc. {1 6bI HUKOTIa He 103BoJuI Tebe mocTpafaTh”. cKa3an Ilepcu, yiaei0ascs.

ApTeMuc HepBHMYANA, HO CJIerKa ITOKpacHesna oT ¢jioB [lepcu. Boga MenyieHHO clycKasach 00paTHO
B Mope ¢ Apremupou u [lepcu HaBepxy. Korma OHU JOCTUTTIM MOPS, OHU MATKO YOAPUJIACE O BOAY.
[Tepcu mo3Bonui cebe OMyCTUTLCS Ha JHO, IOTSHYB 3a c000# Apremuny. Korga oHM OOCTUTTIH OHA,
[Tepcu 3akJIIOYUIT UX B BO3AYIIHBIN ITy3BIPh. [lepcu XoTes, 4ToOk ofiexkna ApTeMuca BhICOXIIa.

ApTemuc u3yMIIeHHO OTJIAAENICS BOKPYT: "3[ech Tak Kpacuso, [lepcu".

[Tepcu yneIOHYIICS ¥ IOTSHY ApTeMuca BIepen 3a PyKy. Yepe3 MUHYTY X0Ob0bl OHY IIPUIIIIH B
MECTO, TZe JIYHHBIN CBET IMIPEKPACHO OCBeITan pud ¥ MOPCKYIO XKU3Hb, HACEJIBINYIO €r0. PhIOk!
KPYKUJIM BOKPYT HUX, IIOKA OHU CaIUJIUCh, YTOOHI 10TF000BaTHCS OTKPHIBAIOLINMCS ITepell HUMU

pudom.

“Bay, s He MOT'y ITOBEPUTH, YTO ThI MOZXKEIb ITPUXOOUTE U CMOTPETHh Ha 3TO, KOT'la 3ax0yYelllb". TUXO
CKa3aJla ApTeMI/IJIa.

[Tepcu omapun eé yneiOKOM U KUBHYI: "Tak JIUIu BCE-TaKU MIPHUCOEOUHUTIACH K 0X0Te?" C
T000IBITCTBOM CIIPOCHJI OH.

ApTemupa yneibHynace: "[la, oHa 6ygeT XOpOIIUM AONOJIHEHNEM K OXOTHUKaM. XOTs S He YBepeHa,



4yT0 X7105 ocTaHeTcs". OHa 3aKOHYUJIa C TPYCTHIO.

[Tepcu Opocu Ha HEE BOIIPOCUTEIIBHBIN B3TJISI, B OTBET HAa KOTOPBIM ApTeMua JIUIIh I0XkKala
nje4aMy.

"OHa He xoueT OwITh psamoM ¢ dubu. Ha camom mene, 60IBIIMHCTBO OXOTHUKOB Cefyac 04YeHb 3JIhI Ha
Heé. f He 3HaI0, 4TO menaTh ¢ ®ubu. OHa - OHA U3 MOUX CAMBIX IIPENAHHbIX OXOTHHUII, HO S HEe MOTY
IepXkaTh €€ PSIOM, eClIi OHa CBOMMM JeUCTBUSIMHU OyIeT OTTaIKUBaTh MOUX HOBHIX OXOTHHUKOB". C
I'PYCThI0 0OBICHUTT APpTEMUC.

[Tepcu Haxmypurcs: "4 morosopio ¢ Xyioei ¥ HEKOTOPHIMU HOBEIMU IeBOYKaMU. & MPOCIIEXKY, YTOOHI
OHU HE YXOOuiu".

ApTeMuc ¢ MEHYTY CMOTpena Ha [lepcu, moka oH cMoTpes Ha Mope. OHa 3arjisiHyfa B 70 MOPCKUe
3eJIeHbIe T71a3a C KAPUMH IPOXKUIKAMU U 3aMEeTHJIa, KaK MHOTO MOXKHO PacCKa3aTh 0 HEM 110 OTHUM
TOJIbKO T71a3aM. OHa Bugesna ooumy u 601b, KOTOPEIe OH HOCUN B cefe, HO TaKXKe U IJIaMeHHYI0
PEIIMMOCTD 3alllUINATh TO, 4YTO eMy Joporo. OHa Takke He MOrJla He 3aMeTUTh, HACKOJIbKO OHH
KpacuBkl. Ka3anoch, OHM HeanbHO MOOXOIAT eMy. ApTeMua I0JI0KuIa e€ TON0BY eMy Ha IIJIedo,
TTIAAS Ha MOpe.

I'maza [Tepcu pacmupuInch, KOTOa OH TOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO ApTeMupa MoJjioxkumia eé rojioBy eMy Ha
medo. OH TOCMOTpPEN Ha He€, HO YBUMEJ, UTO e€ Tla3a 3aKPHITH, CKPBLIBAs OT €ro B3TJIsNa eé
nIpekpacHbie cepeOpsiHble rna3a. OH He MOT He YNBIOHYThCS, TTIIASA Ha e€ nuiio. OHO ObIJIO TAKUM
CIIOKOWHBIM. He OBIIIO BUIHO HU CTPecca, HU CYPOBHIX YepPT, KOTOPhie 0OBIYHO YKpalllaliy €€ JIUIIO,
TOJIBKO KpacuBbIe U3TUOLI €€ juila. [Iepcu He MOT MPUAyMaTh HUYEro, YTO MOTJI0 OBl COEIaTh eé eIé
KpacuBee.

Yepe3 MUHYTY OH 3aMETHJI, UTO €€ [IbIXaHKe CTaJI0 POBHHIM, U OHa 3aCHYy/a. [lepcy MOTAHYJICS BHUS,
OCTOPOZKHO IIPUIIOMHS €€ ¥ UCYE3 BO BCIIHIIIKE ITaMeHu. OH CHOBa MOSIBUIICS IIePeN €€ MBOPILIOM.
Korpga oH mofo1iesn K BXOMHOM OBEPH, OHA OTKPHUTACh aBTOMATU4YECKH, KaK OYATO y3Hasa CBOIO
X034UKy. [lepcu 3aHecC €€ BHYTPb U Halle]l e€ craibHio. OH OCTOPOKHO YIOXKUJI €€ B KPOBATh, a
3aTeM OTCTYIuJ Hasafd. OH yNbIOHYIICS, YBUMEB, KaK €€ JIWII0 MCKa3UJIOCh B MaJIeHbKOM YIIbIOKE.
[Tepcu BHICKOYHMII Ha YAUIY Iepen e€ noMoM. OH pellins HalTH ero HOBHIM ABopell. Korga oH
TIOBEPHYJICS, TO 3aMeTHJI HOBHIM MaJIeHbKH JBOPEI] HAalpOTUB foMa ApTeMupsl. OH yILIOHYJICS IIPO
cebs1, TOAyMaB, UTO Y HETO MOT OBITH U XyAmui cocen. OH HaIpaBUICS B €T0 OBOPEL, MJTaHUPYS
HABECTHUTh MaMy Ha CJIEOYIOIINH IeHb, IPexkae YeM OTIIPAaBUThCS B JIarepPh OXOTHUKOB, YTOORI
IIOTOBOPHUTE ¢ Tanuei u Xioe U, Haflel0Ch, IOMUPUTELCS ¢ PuldH.
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