— XM.

4 moKMHYT pe3ugeHnuio FMiMmepaTropa co CI0XKHEIM YyBCTBOM. B Moeii pyKe ObIJI CBUTOK, BPyUEeHHBIN
MHE UMIIEPaTOPOM.

» Bo-TiepBHIX, CTaTh cuiibHee Jpupa.

» Bo-BTOpHIX, cTaTh O0Jlee 1IeHHEIM, YeM Xemepa.

» B-TpeThux, cTaTh 60s1ee Hab0xKHBIM, yeM CosaHa.

» B-ueTBepTHIX, pa3borateTs Oosnbile, 4eM YeiH.

» B-maThIX, JOCTHYL O60jIee BEICOKOTO Maru4ecKoro ypoBHs, yeM Heo.

Bri6op, mpenioxkeHHb MMiepaTtopoM, OB JOBOIBHO MPOCT. JIn0O0 pemuTh pefiBapuTebHbIEe
3a[aHKs, HallMCaHHbEIe B CBUTKE, YTOOLI CTATh HE «HUKYEMHBIM YeJIOBEKOM», JTH00 IMIPOCTO YMEPETh.

3a UCK/TIOUEHHEM TISATOT0 IMIYHKTA, CJI0KHOCTE Obl/Ia IIOUTH HEBHIIIOJIHUMOM, HO KAaKOM Yy MeHs OBl
BeIOOP? 4 moKeH OBIT 3TO CcHeNaTh, YTOOR H30exkKaTh CMePTH. f He MOT YMepeTh HalpacHOo, I0cyie
TOT0 KaK MPEeANPUHSII JelCTBUS, COXKaJies O CBOeH MOCNIeqHer KU3HU.

4 xeBan ColHEYHYI0 TpaBy ¥ 60pMOTAaI.

— ...B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 JjaXke He CMOT ITOMHSTh BOIIPOC 00 OTMEHe.

Bornee Toro, Ha JaHHBLIM MOMEHT €CTh €llle OOUH BazKHBIA (QaKT.

— Kak tebe YOaJIOCk 3aBO€BATh CEPAlia BCEX MOUX noqepeﬂ?

Ia, UmnepaTop, 6e3yCciioBHO, CKa3a 3TO.

ToT (1)aKT, qTo I/IMnepaTop, a He HpI/IHI_IeCCBI, IIOCTABHUIJI IIATE IIPEABAPUTEJIBHEIX 3aJa4, XU 9YTO OH
IIPEenJIOZKUII YCIIOBHUA, BMECTO TOT'O YTOOBI ITOIBITATHCS Y6I/ITL MeHS... ITH IIOACKA3KHW HaBOOUIIN
TOJIBKO Ha OOWH BEIBO[.

«[IpuHIIECCH IOJTOKUTEIHHO OTHOCATCS K 9TOMY Opaky?»

...Bce naTepo?



ITo KOCBEHHEIM IIPpU3HAdKaM, 3TO TakK. BrionHe BO3MOXKHO.

910 Morya Obl OBITH JIy4lllast HOBOCTh B MUPE, HO B TOT MOMEHT s YyBCTBOBaJI Ce051 HOBOJIbHO
3allyTaHHEIM 4ell0BEeKOM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MiMnepaTop OBLI TeM, KTO JaBHO [IPEB30IIeN
YeJlI0BeYeCKUH pa3yM.

Camott GobImion mpo6aeMon Obl1 KOHGIUKT Mexkay [Ipuniieccamu u MimmnepatopoM. Ecnu Ovl Te, KTO
MOCTUT BEPIIUH B CBOMX 00JIaCTSX, CTONKHYIKCH C MIIepaTopoM, ITOCIEeNCTBUS ObITH OBl
y2KaCaIOIUMH. ..

Iaxe MpenCcTaBUTh, KAKOM Xa0C 3TO IPUHECIIO ObI HA KOHTUHEHT, OBII0 OBl CTPAIITHO.

Tak unu uHaye, GYIIYH.IGG KOHTHHEHTa TeIIePb 3aBUCUT OT MEHI.

BEBINIO CTTUIIIKOM ITO3HO OTCTYIIATh, ¥ [IeJI0 OBIIO CITUIITKOM CEPbEe3HBIM, YTOOH eI0 OTMEHSTh.
BrinmonHeHne BCeX NMpeBapUTEIbHLIX 3a0aHni OBIJI0 eMMHCTBEHHEIM CII0COO0M 3aBEpPUIUTh €ro 6e3
yiiep0Oa nisi cebsi. BoT B Kako# CUTyalluu S 0Ka3ascs.

— Xa.

4 rmy060oKO0 B3[OXHYI XU OTOPOCUI CBOU TPEBOTH.

Becnoko#cTBO HUYEro He U3MEeHHUT. JIydile mogyMaTh O TOM, YTO HYXKHO CHeJaTh, ¥ 0 TOM, YTO XKIET
HAC BIepeau. ITO IIPUHECIIO OBl B CTO Pa3 OOJIbIIIE TOJTb3HI.

HWMnepatop ToXKe Tak rOBOPHUIL.

— Ecnu Mos moyb HalieT MyKa, YTO X, THl, BEPOSTHO, 00JIbIlIe He OyHelrh CMEPTHHIM.

XOT$ OH CKa3ajl 3TO KOCBEHHO, CMBIC]T CJIIOB I/IMHepaTopa OBLT SICEH.

Ecnu g cmydaiiHO XKeHIoCh Ha [IpuHIIecce, OH HAMEKHYJI, YTO IIOMOXKET MHE PEIIUTb MO0 TEKYIIYI0
npo0eMy C TEPMUHAIBHON CTafueHN.

— HY, B 3TOM HET HHUYEero IIJIOXO0Io.

[TpoGopMoTas 51 ¥ HAMpPaBUIICS K ce0e MOMOiH.

Dy.



¢ BRIOOXHYII IIMHHYIO CTPYIO AbiMa 0T COTHEYHO! TPaBHL.

Hauunas ¢ 3aBTpallHero OHs, 3To OyoeT 04eHb HalPsS2KEeHHBIN [IEeHb.

Ha cnepyromun gens.

— IIpuexanu!

¢l KUBHY B OTBET Ha OKPUK Ky4epa U BhIIEeJ. MecTo, B KOTOPOe 5 Ipuexat, ObIsI0 03KKUBIIEHHOM
IJTIOIIAAbIo BO3jie MiMIepaTopcKoi GalrHu B cTonuie Mmnepuu.

BaHs, Takast BRICOKasi, UYTO BEPXYIIKY He OBIJIO BUAHO HEBOOPYKEHHEIM T'J1a30M, BRICOKUE 3[MaHUS,
napsiye B BO3[yxe IIPeIMeTHl, IPOX0XKKe B OCTPOKOHEUHBIX IIISANaX U KaMoIoHax, KakK y
(OKYCHUKOB...

9t0, 6e3ycnoBHO, Obla ClieHa, HallONHEHHAs BoIme6HoN aTMochepoi.

4 moxeBasn CoNHEYHYIO TPaBYy U CBEPUJICS C PaclCaHUEM B KapMaHe.

«l]epeMoHMs BCTYIJIEHUS B HOMIKHOCTh ayauTopa MMmepckoi G6amHu COCTOMTCST CETOHS BEYEPOM».

{1 He naHUWpOBa fenaTh U3 MyXU CJIOHA Ha [[EPEMOHUY BCTYIJIEHUS B HOIKHOCTD, HO OBLIO OB
CTPaHHO NOSIBUTHLCS TaM, HUUero He 3Has. [TockombKy s 6yny paboTaTh 31ech HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, 5
TIIOyMaJ, YTO MHe CJIieflyeT 03HAaKOMHUTLCS C 3TUM PaliOHOM.

Ho notoM...

JIaar!

Kak TonpKO KapeTa, KOTOpasi IpuBe3jia MeHs CIofa, 0Thexajla, ee MeCTO 3aHsijia KapeTa ropasio
00JIBIIIETO Pa3Mepa.

A 3aTeM U3 KapeTsl BhIIe]I 04YeHb 3HAKOMBIM YeJI0BEK.

— Cojsana?

Conana — JIunuo Umnepuu, Auren Umnepuu.



Ona Toxe IMMPOKO PACKPEIJIa I''Ta3ad, KaK TOJIBKO YBUOEJIa MEHI.

— O, yuurens?

OHa IJIOTHO HaATAHYJIA Ha I'OJIOBY KaITIOIIOH, ITIO-BUOUMOMY, YTOORI CKPEITE CBOIO JIMYHOCTB, HO 3TOT'O
OBLITO HEeOoCTaTO4YHO, YTOOBI CKPEHITE €€ XdPAKTEPHYIO, ITOX02XKYI0 Ha ITOOCOJIHYX APKOCTE. qa CIIPOCHUII
ee.

— Yro npuseso Tebs cioga? YTo-To HacuyeT CBATOrO Xpama?

ComnaHa, HeCOMHEHHO, Obla Benuyaiinie cBaTor Vimnepuu. HeBaxkHO, CKOIBKO y Hee ObLIO [ BHE
[I0Ma, 9TO He IIJI0 HU B KaKOe CPaBHEHUE C OHSIMH, KOTOPHIE OHA ITpoBoauia B CBAIIEHHOM XpaMe,
pacnonoxeHHoM B IMIIepaToOpCKOM ABOPLIE.

Ho ConaHa TOJBKO yNIBIOHYTACS.

— B xpaMe TONHO OPYTUX CBANIEHHUKOB. KTO-TO MOIXKEH XONUTh TI0 OKPYTe U PACIPOCTPAHSThH
muocepaue u yuenue bora Comnaia. Ha 3ToT pa3 s 6ymoy Tem, KTo 6yaeT XOOUTb II0 OKpPyTe.

— ITonuMmaro.

— KcraTh, yuuTtens, Kakoe CoBIIafieHne. BoT Tak cly4yaiHO HaTKHYIACh Ha Bac.

— JlevicTBuTEeMbHO. THI, MOMXKHO OBITh, 3aHATA. [laBall BCTPETUMCS CHOBA, €CJIM IPEICTaBUTCS
BO3MOXKHOCTb.

4 moBepHYyIICS.

— Ilogoxknute, nogoxaurte! Yuurens!

Cosnaza GbICTPO Iperpaguiia MHe IyTh.

— Taxkoro pofa coBnasieHus penku!.. Brl yxke obeganu?

— ...ITousaTHo. 4 papa, uTo Oecemna MpoIIia XOPOIIo.

B pecTopaHe B 03KUBJIEHHOM payioHe.



Comnana, mepexeBriBas UILY, MOT4Ya KUBHYIIA. £ TOJIBKO YTO paccKa3all el 0 CBOel BCTpeye C
HWmMnepatopom.

KoneuHo, s He MOT paccka3aTh e¥ BCe, YTO ITPOU3O0III0 B TOYHOCTH TaK, KaK OBIJI0O Ha CaMOM ferie.

4 mpocTo 06BACHU, YTO OBLIO HECKOJIBKO YCIIOBUI, HO CaM Pa3roBOP ObLT HEIIJIOX.

910 OBINIa He COBCEM JIOXKb. YUUTHIBAS TeMIlepaMeHT MMrepaTopa, pa3roBop IpOIesl JOBOJILHO
YCIIEIHO.

4 nonoxun B poT COJIHEYHYIO TPaBy U 3ar0BOPUIL.

— A uT0, TEI Oecriokouack 060 MHeE?

— KoHeuHo, 071 MeHS eCTeCTBeHHO 0eCIIOKOUTLCA 0 Tebe, He Tak JIn?

YBepeHHO CIIPOCHIIa Conana.

Ee peaxkuus Oplna TakoM, Kak OyTO OHa yCJIBIIaIa HEYTO CTOJIb K€ OUeBUOHOE, KaK TO, YTO COJIHIIE
BCTAET YTPOM, a JTyHa — HOYbI0. Ee yBepeHHas 1oOpoTa 3acTaBUjIa MeHs IIOUYYBCTBOBATh Ce0s
HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO M3-3a CBOEH IIyTKH.

— Jaxe ecnmu Tak. Kak TH MOXKeIITh OTI0XKUTH CBOIO PabOTy U MOC/IeOBaTh 3a MHOM?

— ...AX, HeT. MBI BCTPETUNIUCH CIIy4alHO. BEl BUfenu 3T0 CBOUMHU I'lla3aMy, He Tak nu? f CciIydauHo
BHIILIJIA U3 KAPETHI.

MI/Ip He Ha3bIBa€T 3TO COBIIQJEHHUEM.

b COﬁI/IpaJ'[CH CKa3adTh 3TO, HO IIPOCTO OTUIYyTHIICH.

Kaxnpiii pa3, Korfa g 3aMeydall TaKyi0 0YeBHUIHYIO JI0Kb, MHE CTAHOBUJIOChH HEMHOT'O MPUSITHO, KaK
6ynto g Bumen CojlaHy B MOJIOLOCTH.

«JJomXHO OBITh, OHA e CTBUTENIHHO BOJTHOBAIACEHY.

OHa npuTBOPSJIach, YTO BCTPETHUIA MeHs CIIy4ailHo, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa Oblyla TaK 00eCIIOKOeHa
MOUM Pa3roBOPOM ¢ MiMIiepaTopoM, YTO IOCIEN0Basa 3a MHOH CIofia.

CoraHa apy pas IPOYUCTHIIA TOPJIO.



— Yro eme 60see BaxkHO, MHE HY2KHO CPOYHO coobmuTh Tebe Koe-uTo. [IBe BEIH.

— Xopo1o. '0BOpH CIIOKOUHO.

K cuyacTrio, 13-3a TOr0, YTO OHA MJIOTHO HaTsAHYJIAa Ha I'OJIOBY KalIlIOIIIOH, HUKTO B PECTOPaHe He Y3Hall
ee ¥ He M0OeCIIOKOuI. Y MeHsT Takxke OBIJI0 CBOOOTHOE BpeMs OO0 Bedepa.

— Bo-niepBrix, Tebe OBITIO OBl TPYIHO TAM OCTAThCS.

— He «ocTaTbCsi», @ «CUTYaIHsI».

— Cutyanusd. Cutyauusi. UIMeHHO 3T0 5 4 cKa3ana. { Kak-TO CTpaHHO 3TO IpOU3Hecna?

Xaxa, ConmaHa HEJIOBKO pacCMesiach, MIPUKPHIB POT THUIBHOXW CTOPOHOM JTafoHu. OHa, BEPOSATHO, HE
3amMedajia, 4TOo ee JIUIO CTaji0 IPKO-KPacHBIM.

— A moyeMy TaM JOJIKHO OBITH TPYOHO OCTaBaThCA? BHYTpH GallHu HOMKHO OBITH OOIIEKUTHE.

— O, a1 momxkHa Te0e Koe-4To paccKka3aTh 00 3TOM.

Comana mocTana u3 KapMaHa JINCTOK GYMaI“I/I.

— 41 yKe BBISICHWMIIA, HACKOJIBKO 3aII0OJTHEHO OOIIEXUTHEe U CKOJIBKO KOMHAT OCTAI0Ck... Pa3 yx 06
9TOM 3alll/la Peyb, faBall IPOBEPHUM eIIe Pas.

Korpga oHa IIPpOYHUTAalla JINCTOK CBEPXY NJOHH3Y, €€ I''la3d CY3UJIUCh.

— ...0? 9Toro He MOXKeT OLITE.

Bckope, ¢ cepbe3HEIM BRIPAXKEHMEM JIMIa, OHa 3aT0BOPHIIa TAKUM JKe 0YeHb Cepbe3HEIM TOHOM. Ee
ry1a3a OLLIX IIOJIHEL II0KA ¥ OeCIIOKOUCTRA.

— Yuurens, 4TO HaM fAejaTh? 3[eCh He 0CTaJIOCh HU OJHOU CBOOOMHOM KOMHATHI.

Heyxenu 370 Gb1JI0 BO3MOKHO?

CornaHa ny4e3apHO YIbIOHYIACk.

— Ho Bce B mopsigke. 4 Kynuia [oM B 3TOM paioHe, TIOTOMY YTO MHE 3[eCh IPUXOAUTCS CO MHOTUM



CIIPaBJISATLCS, U OH HAMHOTO OOJIbINE, YeM s myMana. Ecru TH He IPOTUB, ToueMy Obl TeOe He
0OCTAThCSI CO MHOM?

— OTmas ero Mue.

CornaHa He3aMeTHO 00/IM3HYyIa HUXKHIOIO Ty0y.

OHa mepeBouIIa B3TJISAM C Ta3eTH Ha MEHS ¥ 00paTHO, a IIOTOM BAPYT CTajla BHITJISAETH B IBa pPa3a
6oree MOTPSICEHHOM, YeM TIPexkKe.

Ee PYKHU 3adp0OXKaJlK, d I''ta3ad PACIIUPUIIUCE ITIOYTU BOBOE.

— YTo HaM menath?.. YUuTenb, B OOIMIeXKUTHUY OEHCTBAUTEIILHO HE 0CTAIOCh CBOOOIHELIX KOMHAT.

— OTpai ero MHe.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 1 TEIEKMHETUYECKHU IIPUTAHYII INCTOK K cebe.

B3rnsHyB Ha HETO, 51 YBUAEN, YTO 00LIeXKUTHE Jaxe 01M13K0 He OBITI0 3aIll0JTHEHO, OHO OBITIO
TPAKTUYECKH MyCTHIM. f YOMBHIICS, TIOYEMY 3[I€Ch TaK MHOTO CBOOOIHBIX MECT.

— OHO COBEPIIEHHO IIYCTO.

CoraHa CITOKOMHO u3berajaa MOETro B3TJISIAA.

He To uT0O6H g He XoTesl XKUThH ¢ ColaHoH.

Ho HYZKHO OBLITO YYUTEIBATH CJIIMIIKOM MHOT'O (I)aKTOpOB, YTOOBI IIPOCTO TaK 6pOCElTI:C${ BO BC€ TAXKKHE.

YTO IpPOM30HIET, €C/IK CTaHEeT U3BECTHO, UTO CBSATas, Mpo3BaHHasa JIunom MMnepuu, AHrenom
WMnepuu, KUBET C MyXKYUHOU?

...ITocnencTBus OblIK OBl OTPOMHLIME. KpoMe TOro, MHE HY2KHO OBIJIO PEIIUTD ITpeiBapUTEIbHbIE



3aJa4H, TaK 4TO 4 HE MOT IIO3BOJIUTH cebe OTBIEKAThHCS.

— [TaBaii mogyMaeM 0 COBMECTHOM XKU3HM I103Ke. A TI0Ka Ha ITepBoM MecTe paboTa B OalHe.

TYT Comnana MOPTHYJI4, KaK GYJITO YCIIBIIIaJIa YTO-TO HEOKUOAHHOE.

— ...0, Temeps TH 3auHTEPECOBAJICS PabdoToM B OaIrHe?

— Tak wiu HHayde, HO Bce 00€PHYIOCh UMEHHO TaK.

Temneps 51 momKeH OBITT MPOSBUTH XKHUBOM MHTEPEC K pelreHuto npodnem Oamuu. MHave s Mor Ov
yMEepeTh.

Mot B3rnsig obpartusics K CoyaHe, rma3a KOTOPOH yKe 3ar0pesiucCh.

— HTak, 4To Ke BO-BTOPHIX?

— O, BO-BTOPHIX.

ConaHa K¥BHYJIa, KakK 6yOTO TOIBKO YTO BCIIOMHUIIA.

— BTopoii Bomipoc KacaeTcs CErONHSLIIHEN 1IePEMOHUY BCTYIIEHUS B NOIKHOCTD.

— Moel LiIepeMOHUY BCTYIJIEHUS B HOJI2KHOCTD?

— IIa. Bommpoc ¢ TBOMM XUIHEM BaxkKeH, HO 3TO TaKxkKe IMOOYIUII0 MEHS «CIIy4aHO» BCTPETUTHCS C
TOOOH. DTO OKA3aJIOCh MHE BaXKHEIM.

...3aCTaBuI ee IIPHUHSATE peIllleHre BCTPETUTHCA CO MHO#I? OHa He 0CO3HaBasa, 4To IIpu3HalacCh B TOM,
4YTO HAMEPEHHO CJIeduJIa 3ad MHOU? IToxoxe, oHa OOJIbIIIE HEe XOTeIa 3TOTO CKPEIBATE.

B mio6oM cnyuae, CotaHa CHOBa [I0CTasia YTO-TO U3 KapMaHa.

W s HEeBOJIBHO CJIeTKa HaXMypuJl OPOBHU.

HOTOMY YTO TO, 4YTO OHa A0CTalla, OBITIO HE YeM WHBIM, KaK KOHBEPTOM [JIs ITMCbMa.



— HOCMOTpI/I. IIBa muceMa, aJpeCOBaHHEIX TeGe, YUUTEIb.
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