CoHeYHHIH CBET, TPOHUKAIOIINN CKBO3b OKHO ¥ pa30MBAIOUIMIICS Ha IIECTUYTOIbHUKY, OBLIT
IIPEeKpPaceH.

Y BOT s cupen B KOPOJIEBCKOU IPUEMHOM, Ky[a MOTTIX BXOOUTH TOJIBKO ITIOYETHEIE TOCTH. 4 maxe
CTOSLJI JIUI[OM K JIUITY C TPEeTheu IpuHIleccou Mmmnepuu.

— T®I DeNCTBUTENBLHO CHUIBHO U3MEHUJIACh.

Her, IIpaBUJIbHEE On1s10 OBI CKA3aTh, YTO OHA 9BOJIIOIOMOHHUPOBAJIA.

C metcTBa y Hee Bcerga Oblia BhIAIOIIAsCST BHEIITHOCTh, HO CeYac OHa pacliBesia, KakK IOJICOITHYX B
TIOJIHOM I[BeTY. TpeThs IpUHIlecCa, CHAEBIIAs HAaIPOTUB MeHs, c1abo yIbIOHYTack.

— Bl He u3MeHWINCh, yuutenb. Kak u CojlHe4YHasl Tpasa.

— 4 Oportmy 3TO, TOJMBKO Korga ymMpy. My oToMy 4To g yMpy.

— ...YMpe1b? He CTOUT WIyTUTH HA 3Ty TEMY.

s MeHst 9T0 OBIJIa TPOCTO IIyTKa, HO Ha nulle CoJlaHbl 0TPA3UIOCh HEMOANeIbHOe OeCIIOKOUCTBO. Y
Hee Bce elile Obl10 M0Opoe cepale.

3aTeM 1mociaenoBao KOPOTKO€ MOJIYaHHE.

9T0 OBIIO JOBOJIBHO HEJIOBKO, BEPOSATHO, IIOTOMY, YTO MBI TaK NaBHO HE BUOEJIUCE.

4 menkHy nanblamMu. Kak TOBKO S OTKPHUI POT, B BO3AyXe BO3HUK KyOUK JIbJla ¥ yIIall B YallKy
ComaHml.

— Cornana, 9 4acTo CJbIIIal o Tebe.

— B camom pmene? Bel ciblinanu 000 MHE, YYUTENh?

— JIrogu Ha3HIBAIOT Bac MUIOM KMMiepuu.

Tpetbsa npunnecca Umnepuu, nuno Umnepun, ConaHa Puywm.



BLI10 BIIOJIHE Pa3yMHO Ha3kIBaTh ee MuioM Mmnepuu. Ee numo camo mo cebe ObLIO0 UCIIOTHEHO
IIOCTOMHCTBA, U OHa TakKKe Obl7la MPUHIIECCOM, KOTOPAs Yallle BCETO MOSIB/ISIach Ha MyOIuKe.

— ...JIumo Umnepun? A?

— [la, g TaKXKe CIHIIIAl, YTO JII0OY Ha3klBalau Bac AHTeJIOM I/IMHepI/II/I.

Ona OnlyTa M3BECTHA Kak [IpuHIlEcca u CBITAs.

Ee cBsillieHHast cCuia CYUTAJNACh BhICHIEN. XOTS OHA HE MOTJIa OXKUBJISITh MEPTBBIX, TOBOPUJIH, YTO B €€
IIPUCYTCTBUU HUKTO He YMpeT. ITo Oblla XOPOIIO U3BECTHAS UCTOPUS.

...Takas 3aMedaTe/ibHas [eBYIIKa KOTAa-TO OblJla MOel YIYeHUIIEN.

— 4 4yBCTBYIO, UTO He 3aCJTyKHUBA0 9TOr0. 1 TOCTUTIa 3TOTO YPOBHA G1aromapst BaM, HO, YCIIBIIIIAB
TaKyI0 I0XBaly, MHE CTAHOBUTCS CTHITHO.

— 4 Hayuun Tebs TONBKO Maruy CPEOHET0 YPOBHS, a Thl IPOSIBUTIA CBATYIO CUITY. ThHI JOJIZKHA
TOPAUTHCS.

— Hert, MeToq yripaBneHUs TOTOKOM 3HEPTUHU TOT XK€, UTO U AJISI CBSATOM CUJIBL. ITO Bce Onarogaps
BaM. He oTpuitaiite aToro.

Brl Korma-HuOyOb BUAENH, KaK Kpacka Me[IJIeHHO pacTeKaeTcs 1o XoicTy? CoaHa Havalla
BOJIHOBATHCS TOYHO TaKXKe.

— 970 elre He Bce. BBl paccka3bIBald MHE HCTOPUK O MUPE ¥ yUHla MeHs 3THKeTy... Y Bce 9T0
Omaromapst Bam!

Ee BonHeHUe OBIIO COBEPLIEHHO HEOXUJAHHBIM, I03TOMY BOIlapiiach TUIINHA. d MoJida XKeBaJl CBOIO
ConHeuHyI0 TpaBy, U MBI MOJI4Ya CMOTPENH APYT Ha ApyTa.

A TIOTOM, B KaKO#-TO MOMEHT.

— Td-b...

— Axaxa...



— THI Bce Takas Xe.

MEI PacxoxX0Tajaruch. B mpomioM, Korga Mel OBIITA MOJIOXKE, MBI YaCTO CTAJIKUBAJIUChH C ITOJ0OHOM
CUTyalueu.

— JomX&HO GBITh, ST IIPOSIBUIIA CBOIO IETCKYIO CTOPOHY, CaMa TOT0 He 0CO3HaBasl, XOTs ceidyac s
B3pOCIIasi.

— He «7eTCKy10 CTOPOHY», & «TJIYIIyI0 CTOPOHY>.

— Ax, «riynast CTopoHa». «['mynast CTopoHa»... UIMeHHO 3TO0 1 U CKa3ana. Xe-Xe-Xe...

Tenepb OHa elre O0JIbINE TTOXOAUIA Ha Ty ConaHy, KOTOPYIO A 3HaAlIl.

Ha camom mene, nmpo3suiie Cosasbl «auio UMnepun» OBIIO TPaguIyMed, KOTopas HCII0JIb30Balach B
HNmMIiepaToOpCcKOM BOPIIE.

- HpHHuecca ConaHa, pa3Be OHa He vpeanbHa?

— Iloka oHa AepPXKUT POT Ha 3aMKEe.

—Iloka oHa MHOTa He CIIOTHIKAETCH.

— ITo Tex Iop, MOKa OHA OCTAETCS HEIOJBHUKHOM.

He Gbina 1 €e BHEUTHOCTH CITMIIKOM BhIgaomercs? OHa YacTo CIIbIINaa, Kak JIIOAU TOBOPHIIH, UTO
OHa Ha yOWBIIeHUE HEYK/0kKas. KOHeUYHO, HUKOTa B €e MMPUCYTCTBUH.

— Kak u oxXumanoch, CKONbKO ObI BpEMEHHU HU MIPOIINIO, S He MOTY He YyBCTBOBAThH ce0s mepef To00H
pebeHkoM. § Bce elnle Kaxych Te6e MaTeHbKUM pPeOeHKOM?

— BoBce HeT, HAIPOTUB MEHT CUIOUT IIpeKpacHas IIpuHIiecca.

— ...IIpaBga?

OHa mokpacHesia U IoIpaBuila YesKy.

Onnako B yenke CosaHbl OblTa HECKOJIBKO HEOOBIYHAs 3aKojKa. OHa BHIENSANIACh CPEIU POCKOIIHBIX
KOPOJIEBCKUX YKpallleHu#, OyIy4n JOBOJILHO CTAPUHHON. V3 bsH.



9To OblyIa 3HAaKOMas Belllb. S IOJapu ee el B KaueCTBe Harpajibl.

— ...9Ta 3aKo0JIKa [JIs BOJIOC, THI BCe ellle HOCUIL ee?

— XMm? Koneuwno.

ComnaHa IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEeHA TakK, CJIIOBHO A CKa3aJl HEYTO COBEPIIEHHO HEJIEeIIoe, YTO-TO BPOe: JIyHa
IMOAHVMAETCSA YTPOM.

— OHa Takasa CTapad.

— Bosce Her. [laxke ecnu oHa cTapas, s 0yqy HOCUTH ee. Becerpa.

[Toxozke, OHa ITPEOIIOYKNTaJIa BEIlH, B KOTOPHIX OBIJIO YTO-TO OT CTAPOCTH, a He U3JUIIHE U3LICKAHHbEIE
Hapsgel. Eciu e 9T0 HPaBUIOCh, MHE OO0JIbIIe Heuero OBII0 CKa3aTh.

CoyaHa rOBOpHIIa C PEIIUTENTbHEIM BHIPAXKEHUEM JTUIIA.

— B mo6oM criydae, MOCTHRKEHUST MOUX CECTEP KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH M MEeHST — 3TO Bce Garomaps
Tebe. Brino ObI HETIPUSATHO, €CNIK OB TH 3TOT'0 HE 3HAI.

— Bce BuL... KcTaTy, Kak moxuBaloT apyrue [IpuHLeccs?

— Bce oHU cTany BEAAOMUMUCT TUYHOCTAMU. OHU OefnaoT cefe TpOMKYe UMeHa Ha CBOUX
COOTBETCTBYIOIIUX AOJIXKHOCTAX. OHU CKOPO BEPHYTCH.

— IloxoxXe, OHM CTalu BeCbMa BIIEYATISIONINMHU.

— Ha. Tet Oymelusb yOuBIeH, KOTOa BCTPETHUIIIBCS C HUMHU.

Boarnapnsas KOpIIycC 3aBOEeBaTeNIeEN JEMOHOB, OHM OCHOBAIHU CcOOCTBEHHBLIE Maru4yecKue OallHy U
YIIPaBJIAIN UMH, KOHTPOIUPOBAJIKX TOPTrOBEIE CETH BCETrO KOHTHHEHTA... Onu cTtanum CTONIaMu
KOHTHHEHTaA. I/ICTOpI/II/I, KOTOPEIE A CIIBIIIATI, OBLITH IIOPa3UTETEHBEIMHA.

CosaHa ropbKo yIbIOHYJIaCh.

— B cTapoii moroBopke roBopuTcs: «Bce nydlnye OepeBhs B Jiecy 3a0KUpaioT, OCTaBIISAS TOJIBKO
HCIIOPYEHHEIe». IToxoxke, s1 Oblla CaMBIM HCIIOPYEHHEBIM IePEBOM, OCTABIIIKCEH OJHA BO OBOPIIE.

— He «cTapasi ToroBopka», a «II0CJIOBHIIA.



— A, mocnoBunia. UMeHHO 3TO 1 4 UMea B BULOY.

— A ympaBnsite IMIepaTopcKuM ABOPIIOM IIOT CUIIY TOJIBKO Tele.

— TrI BCcerga Tak yTemlasl MEeHd, KOTraa s OblyIa MaJIEHbKOM. Y CIIBIIIIaB 9TO CIIyCTs CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH, Y
MEH IIOTEeIINIeJIO Ha cepale. Cmacwubo. Hrak, Torma...

CornaHa KUBHYJIa ¥ [TIOCTaBUJa CBOO ITyCTYIO YaIlIKy Ha CTOJL.

— Tenepb, KOorga Mbl HEMHOT'O paCCJ'Ia6I/IJ'[I/ICB, HE HepeﬁTH JIX HaM K OCHOBHOM TeMe?

HaxkoHeI1r-To Mbl 1oO6panuch 10 TJIaBHOTO.

— W3BuHHU, ecnu Tebe OBI0 HEYOOOHO U3-3a TOTO, YTO MBI IOBOJIbHO T'Py00 MOCTaBUIHN TE0S BO
nBopetl. Ecu TBoe myTelnecTBre ObII0 HEIIPUSATHEIM, ST IPUHOIIY H3BUHEHUS OT UMEHM OBOPIIA.

— 3TO HAIIOMHUJIO MHE O CTapPEIX BpEMEHAaX, 1 BCe OBITIO HEe TaK YK IIJI0XO.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIJIO MOE MUCHEMO, C KOTOPOT'0 BCe HayaloCh, M MPHKa3kl FiMIepaTopa Toxe.
CoJsaHa B 3TOM He BUHOBATA.

— 9-9, HY... Ectp HEKOTOPEIE CIIO2KHEIE 00CTOSITEIbCTBA, XOTH...

— Xm?

Ho Conana u3berana Moero B3rjisiga. [Ipyrue 06CTOSTeNbCTBA?

— XM, B moboMm cny4ae. IToxkanyicTta, fali MHE CBOIO PYKY.

Cornana B3si7la MeHS 3a PYKY, He cipammuBas. Yepe3 MIrHOBeHUE OHA 3aKphlia I'la3a U [T03BOJIUIA
CBOeH CBSITOM CHJie Te4b, U3ydasi MeHS.

— 3To HaBeBaeT BOCIIOMHHAHUS.

Korpa oHa Tonbko mpoOyauia cBOO CBATYIO cuny, ConaHa 00bYHO Opaia MeHs 3a PyKY BOT Tak,
feniasi BU[, 9YTO UTPAET B OKTOPA.

...Camoii OOJTBINION pa3HUIEH MeXKOY TeM BpeMeHEeM M HACTOSIITUM OBIIO BHIPaXKeHHE ee JIHIIA.



— Bce roToBo! YuuTerss, BH CETOOHS TOXKE 0YeHb 300POBHI!

OOBIYHO OHA BOCKJIMIIAIa 3TO C CHUSIOIIEH YIBIOKOM.

— ...JIa. Bce rortoso.

Humremnmasis ConaHa JIuIth ciaabo y'J'IbI6HYJ'IaCb C DOBOJIBHO I'DYCTHBIM BRIPDAZKEHHEM JINIIA.

MHe ocTaBanoch XuTh BCcero aBa roga. OHa, BafeBIIas CBITON CUIIOH, Topa3ao JIy4dilne MeHs 3Halla,
4YTO MO€ TeJIO B YZKAaCHOM COCTOSIHHH.

— Yuurens, He BOIIHYUATECh. BBIX0[ HaugeTcs.

— Ia.

— Torpga napHo. [JaBaii MOrOBOPUM 0 YeM-HHAOYOb IPYTOM.

OHa mocTaa u3-3a Ma3yxy CBUTOK. ITO ObIT He BOIIIEOHBIA CBUTOK, @ aKKyPaTHO CBEPHYTHIN
MIOKYMEHT.

— T 6ymenrb XKUTh JONIT0 U CYACTIIUBO, TOTOMY 4TO s mo3abouyck 06 aToM. Ho cHavasna maBaii
TIOTOBOPUM O HACTOSILIEM.

— O »acrogmeM?

— 4 Bcerma mymana 00 3ToM. Kak MBI MOKeM oTO/1arofaputh Te€0s 3a TO BpeMsi, KOTOPOe ThI
TIOCBSITHII KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe? Kak MbI MO3KeM HOOUTHCS TOr0, YTOOH BECh KOHTUHEHT BOCXBAJISII
TBOM TaJIaHTHI ¥ CIIEOUN 3a HUMU?

Comana IIOCTy4alla I10 CBUTKY, KOTOpBIﬁ II0JIOZKHUJIA Ha CTOJI.

— U BOT K KAaKOMY BHIBOAY 1 IIPUIIITIA.

— YT0 3T0?

— 3TO OKCHMO O Ha3HauYeHUH. He X04eIs 11 IPOBEPUTH €r0?

[MTucvmo o0 HazHaueHun? O KaKOM Ha3HAYEHUU?



[ITicbMO 0 Ha3HAYEHUH |

[Hasnauaro [Ixekuns XayHfa aygutopoM MMmepckoy OalHu. |

4 TUXOHBKO CBEPHYJI CBUTOK.

A 3aTeM, CITyCTsI MTHOBEHUE, Pa3BEPHYII €T0 CHOBA.

[TTucerMO 0 Ha3HAYEHUH |

[Hazuauaro [xekuns XayHaa ayouTopoM MMmepckon OamHu. |

— YT0 3T0?

— 3TO OHCHEMO O Ha3HAYEHUH.

— 4 HUKOTTa He ImogaBal 3asdBIeHUS U He PETUCTPHUPOBAJICA Ha 3TO.

— 4 mozaboTunack 000 BCeX 3asIBIIEHUSX U PETUCTPAIMSIX.

Korma s mpomonuarn, ConaHa go0GaBua.

— ThI 3Haemb, Kak MHe Ob17T0 60TBHO OyMaTh 0 Tebe, KUBYIIeM Ha Kpalo KOHTUHEHTA,
TI0JIaTAIONUIEMCST TOJIBKO Ha aJIKOTOJIb U COJTHEYHYIO TpaBy? Thl 60JIbIIe HE MOXKENIh TaK KHUTh.

— Her, s uMero B BUpy...

— Hert. TBoe MHEeHUE He UMeeT 3HaYEeHUS.

Comana peninTeIIbHO IIpepBajla MEHI.

— C aroro moMmeHTa 51 06ecneuy Te0s1 OrPOMHBIM 6OTaTCTBOM, BEJIMKUM ITO0YETOM U Oe3rpaHuYHON
71060BBIO.

Y oHa omapuiia MeHsI CaMOU JTy4ye3apHo¥ YIROKOH, KOTOPYIO 5T KOra-Tu6o BUMEN.

— ...Ilousna?
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