— Tol KOorga-HUOyOb HaUKWHAJ TeMHBIE BOTHEHUS? — paBHOAYIIHO cipocun Yy ®an.Ctapuk
yCMexHYIIcs, 00HaXKas POT, IOJIHBIN XKeJThX 3y00B.— Hukorga. OTOT CTapuK MmpeBpaTuil cebs B
3aIMpPEeTHYI0 30HY, YTOOH yOepeyb CBOMX ITOTOMKOB OT O€ICTBUM ThMHI M Xaoca.— f KOrma-To IMpaBUl
MHPOM, HO B UTOT€ MOTY JIMIIb 3aIUIIATh CBOI0 KPOBb TAKMM 00pa3oM. ITO cMelTHo.B cimoBax
CTapuKa 4yBCTBOBAJIOCh HEKOTOpPOe yHEIHME. Uy ®3H He ITOBEepU eMy K3-3a ero cjioB. CBeT B ero
rja3ax 3alscal, ¥ OH BCeCTOPOHHE U3ydusl ctapuka.TeMm He MeHee, CaHIal cTapuKa 4YUCT, B HEM
HeT 37100bI ¥ KPOBOKAgHOCTH. OYeBUOHO, OH HE IOTJI0Ia XKU3HEHHYIO CUJTY MHOXKECTBA XKHUBHIX
cyuecTB.— B TakoM ciydae, npoiaiite! Yy ®3H Toxke pa3yMHbIH. OH MpHUIIeS CIofa, YTOOR
YCIIOKOUTH 3alPETHYIO 30HY. 3a4€eM 3aCTaBNIATh YUTH TAKOTO CTApOI0 BEJIUKOTO CYIIECTBa, KOTOPOe
HUKOTI'TIa He HauuHaio BojaHeHu?CTapyuK pacCMesics U yien Baaib.— Xa-xa! [1oCTOMHO
MMIlepaTopa YeJI0BeUYeCKOU pachl, Y Hero BeNluKui Oyx. KaxeTcs, mocje cerogHsAIIHero oHs He 6ymeT
00JIbIlle MEPTBHIX TOP!— ¢ TOBOPUII paHbIlle, YTO CMEPTh He MOXKET OCTAHOBUTL TeOSI, HO OIHAKIHI
KTO-HUOYIb ¢ TO60M pa3bepercs! Xa-xa-xa!**'maBa 61. Benukue cyiiecTsa 3[ech, I1a3a OTKPHITHL IS
xaoca**JIuia oCcTalbHbIX YETHIPEX BEJIUKUX CYIIECTB HE OUYEHb IIPUBJIEKATE/IbHEI, HO OHU
OeccubHBL. B MOMEHT CTONTKHOBEHUS C BparoM, OHU He XOTST COo3[aBaTh Oosblie mpobaeM. He
CMOTPH, YTO CTapHIM ITapeHb BRITJIANUT CTaphIM, HO OH TOXe BeNuKui.Eciu 6bl 0HUM 00BEeQUHUTIHCH C
Yy ®3HOM B THEBE, 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, elrle 60bIlle CHU3UIIO0 OBl UX U TaK HeOObIlKe MaHCH Ha
nobeny.[IoaToMy, laxke €C/H B UX CEPMIIaX eCTh HEIOBOILCTBO, UM IIPUXOAUTCS TepneTh.— 2Ky-xK-
XK...B 9TO BpeMs HECKOIbKO BHICIIUX CYIIECTB aTakKoBaiu!B 3TOT MOMEHT UX 3HEPTHUS U AyX
BEPHYJINCH K CBOeMY IUKY. EC/IM OHM ITPOUTPAIOT, OHU CTAHYT OaropomHbMu!IIpecTuxk umMiepaTopa
IIPOHU3BIBAET BCE BOKPYT, BEICTPENI — 3TO KOHEUHHIH xon!Anebapaa ymaa, u3faBasi Tyasiiuii 3BYK,
OPaKOHUY y30p PYXHYJ, ¥ B3MBII YePHBIY ApakKoH, aTakyd Uy ®sna.HeBugumoe pacnpocTpaHeHUue
HEeJIENION CUJIBl YHUYTOXKUIIO OOJIBIITYI0 YaCTh 3BE3IHOI0 MOPS ¥ XaOTUYHOM T'PAHUIIE, COEIaB 3TO
MeCTO UCTOYHUKOM pa3pylleHusd.B ornyluTenbHOM 3BYKe, B pa3phiBe 3aKOHOB UMIIepaTopa, BUOHEI
MUJIIHAPOL eliepPBePKOB U THICSYU CUSIOIINX I1BeTOB! — Heyxkenu Bbl, HECKOJIBKO THUJIBIX PHIO U
KPEeBETOK, X0TUTe yOuTh MeHs? Hu 3a uto!Uy ®sH BHIrsgmen 6e3pa3uyHbIM U MTOAHSIT PYKY, YTOOB
pasopBath HebecHY10 3aBecy!Anebapaa cioManach MTHOBEHHO, 3aKOHBI UMIIepaTOpa PYXHYJIH, OHU
He MOTJIM CPaBHUTLCA C nafoHbio Uy @sna.— Ceruac!— MmnepaTtopckuil nedyaTs Mupa!deTripe
BBHICIIIKX CYyIIIECTBa aTaKOBajid OQHOBPEMEHHO, U yKacCalolllle 3aKOHbl UMIIepaTopa BCIbIXHYIIA
BMecTe!B MrHOBeHHE OKa KuIsias 00:KeCTBeHHAs CHUJla 3aTBepfielia, BCSI XaOTUYHAs 9HEPTUSI BO
BceneHHOM 3aCThl/Ia ¥ HaBCeraa 0CTasiach B IIJIEHY.JTO KOHEYHBIY X0, KOTOPHIM OHU IIPUTOTOBUIIU
st Yy ®aHa. YeThipe UMIepaTopa, BO3BHICUBIIKMECS [0 BHICIIETO YPOBHS, 00beiUHEHHbIE 3aKOHAMU
MMIIePaTOPCKOTo MyTH. becnpeliefieHTHEIE YEThIpe UMIIEPaTOPCKUE CYIeCcTBa 00befUHUIN CBOU
cuIbl, 4TOOH YOUTH omHOTO YenoBeKa!Ho 3To elle He Bce!— [lyia 6eccMepTHA, MOe CEpAlle
BeuHO!YeThIpe BLICIINX CYIIEeCTBA MPOIIEITAIA 9TH CJI0BA, HO UX OPOBU CHUSITIH, UX OYIIHU CJIUIUCH C
IIao ¥ BHIPBAJIUCh Ha cBOOOMY.YeTripe MyLIX BHIIPHITHYIN U3 KJIETKH, OYIIH CUSITIH, 30JI0TOM
yeJioBeYeK, 3aXKeruuil 3Be3nHoe Hebo, He Obln 60sbllle Kyjlaka, HO OH ObLT Ype3BhIYaliHO
BeJINUEeCTBEHHLIM.B TO e BpeMs ux pu3ndeckue Tejia B 3TOT MOMEHT BEICBOOOAMIIM CaMyI0
yXkacaotyto cuny Ly u kpoBu!— KepTByoT 0eCCMEPTHEIME MO€eX UMIIepaTOPCKOM KpoBbio!C
3ByKOM apOajieTa 9Ta BceneHHast 3aropenach, BpeMsI ¥ IIPOCTPAHCTBO OKa3alMCh B Ipedesax
3alpeTHOM TEXHUKH, OKpPacuB BCceneHHYI0 B KpaCHBIM LIBET, a 3aTEM, Pblua U rops, u3gasas pes.B
MraoBeHre oka Uy ®3H 0Ka3asics MOrpyKeHHBIM B oroHb.CpaboTano u 3T0?B cepliax HeCKOIbKUX
BBLICIIIMX CYIIECTB BO3HUKI/IM HEKOTOPBIE HafleKAbl. OTO BCe KOHEYHBIE XOHl, KOTOPhIE OHU MOTJIN
IpUOyMaTh, OT 3aKOHA, IIJIOTH [0 AYIIHN, OHU MCIIOJIb30BaId BCIO CBOIO Ccuiy.Ecnu 3T0 BCe paBHO HE
yobeT Uy ®aHa...JIgubTsIHb 229644464 JIaubTsHbyMast 00 9TOM IOCIENCTBUY, OHU He MOTJIX He
npoxkaTh.OgHAKO, TIOKA OHU C TPEBOTOM XKIajH, JIy4 30JI0TOTO CBETA IIPOPBAJICS CKBO3b OYPIISAIITNI
OKeaH 3aKOHOB!— [[0BOJILHO MHTEPECHO, HO BE MeHs yauBwin.durypa Yy @sHa Me[jIeHHO BHIIIA U3
Hero. He roBopst yxke o HeM, maxe E X3t psimoM ¢ HUM 0CTaJICs HEBPEIUMEIM, laXke ofexkya He Onlia
ucnopyeHa.— Kak Takoe B03M0xkHO?!HeCKOIbKO BHICIINX CYIIECTB onemuau.OHU COXITIN BCe 1
B30PBa/IM CaMyl0 MOILIHYIO aTaKy, HO He HaHeC/IU HUKaKoro ypoHa?OdeBugHo, y Uy ®3Ha Bce ele
ocTaBallach HeKoTopas sHeprusi, uHaue E Xa1i maxe He BHITIIsAAeN Ol HeabiM.— [laBaliTe! YOUUIIH,



mofel Bcerfa yousaioT! Yy ®3H HaCTYIUII ONHOM HOTOM. MBI yBUOETH OTPOMHYIO IIOMOIIBY,
Tafalolyio ¢ neBaTH Hebec, Kakue Obl BOJIIIeOHEIE CUITE, 3aKOHbI, UMIIEPCKUE COJIAATH U
dbopMHUPOBaHUS y Bac HU ObLIM, BCe 00PATUIIUCH B TIEIENT oM 3TOW HOroi. HeBO3MOKHO
COTIPOTHBIISTHCS, HEBO3MOXKHO CONIPOTUBIATHCS BooOIe! Bcst MepTBast ropa Oblla YHUUTOXKEHA 10T
9TOM HOT'OM, MlaXKe ecyiu TaM Oblna BeICIHIAs MolIk?IIepern TUIIOM TaKOM CHJIBI BCE CTAHOBUTCS
nnnio3uen! — [1h!HecKonbKo TeJ BEICIINX CYIIECTB B30PBaIUCh, IPEBPATUBIINCEH B KPOBaBHIM TyMaH,
¥ IPEBPATUBIINCEH B KPOBaBHIM AOXKIb CaMOTr0 YKaCHOTO UMIlepaTopa B MUpe, OHU COOMPAJIUCh
YCTPEMUTHCS B BOCEMb IIpefieNioB BecenenHoM.— C CeTONHSIIHET0 IHS B MUpe 0osibllle He GymeT
MepTBrix rop!dy ®sn 068U 00 3TOM Bcemy Mupy bainoy.— Elre omHa 3anpeTHast 30Ha
paspymeHa!— Bor ato ma! IIpocTo 3aMeuaTenbHo!— MMIepaTop YelioBeueCcKoil packl HemoOenum!—
Oremn, crapimit Opat, Bugenu? MepTBas ropa ucuesna! Ee Oomnbiire HeT!— Kak HaM ITOBE3J10 CTATh
CBU[IETENISIMU pPa3pyIlIeHUs 3allpeTHOU 30HH XkKu3HU!...Bce cymecTBa nukyoT!Ha NpoTsxKeHnn
OecUMCIIeHHBIX JIeT UCTOYHUK 3TUX TEMHBIX BOJTHEHUM, HAKOHEl], CETOHS BCTPETHUN CBOM KOoHel!B To
JKe BpeMsd B UX CeppllaX Havaslach HafeXna.byneT nu 9TOT BeJIMKUY UMIIepPaTop IPONOJIXKaTh
CTpensaTh?Benb MBI TOJIBKO YTO BUMENHU, KaK Benukuii uMnepaTtop yHUYTOXUI MepTByto ropy u Mope
TIepepoXeHMs C pacciableHHbIM BUOM, 1, KaXKeTCs, Y HeTro BCe ellle 0CTaBalaChk HEKOTOpast
sHeprus.Ecny OH YHUYTOXKUT ellle ONHY 3alpeTHYI0 30HY XKU3HU, 3TO OBIJI0 OBl YyecHo!—
Crnenytomasa octaHoBka, CaubuH!Uy ®3H He pa3odapoBall BCeX, U Cpa3y Ha3BaJl MECTOIOJIOKEHUEe
CIledyIolIed 3allpeTHON 30HHl XKU3HU.— [[0CTOMHO UMIlepaTopa Hallleil 4ejloBe4eCKou pacel!— £
3HaJI, 4TO Benukuy umiepaTop Tak IpocTo He cuacTca!— Heyxenu Benukuy uMmepaTop Xo4erT 3a
OJIMH pPa3 YCMUPUTH BCe 3alPETHBIE 30HHI JKU3HU?— B0O3MOXKHO, 9TO JEeMCTBUTENIHLHO BO3MOXKHO!—
Cn0XKHO CKa3aTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TO 3allpeTHas 30HA XMU3HU......B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT HEKOTOPLIE
oy OblIM 06eCTIOKOEHE], @ HEKOTOPhIe ObLIM ONTUMUCTUYHEL. Bce ¢ HeTepreHueM KOy T
cnenytomero mara Yy ®sna.B Mas3osnee CaHbIMH OBIII0 HECKOJIBKO IPEBHUX 3BePel C BEICOKO
TIOTHSITHIMY TOJI0OBAaMH, ITOX0XKMX Ha 00KECTBEHHHIX JIbBOB, C KPACHBIM CUSHUEM II0 BCEMY Tely,
BHIXO[ISIIITUX U3 PA30PBAHHOM OOJIBINION MOTHIIEI, HeCs Ha cefe CTAPUKOB B CTPAHHOM M CTapUHHOU
opmexpe.Ero Ha3weiBaloT CSIHB/INH, U [IOBCIOY HAXOAATCS OTPOMHBIE MOTHIIBL, ITI0X0KHE Ha XOJIMEL.
HeB03M0XKHO TPOBEPUTH, KOTTIa OHU OBIIM OCTaBJIEHHI, MX TPYAHO oTciaenuTh.[J[]915[150 rpynna
poMaHOBXOTS 3TO 0OJIbIIast MOTHJIA, IOCTIEe TOr0, KaK TPeIIHa OTKPHUIACh, B BO3AyXe BUTAET
atMmocdepa 6eccmepTHOM ceMbu. KpoBaBHIY JIEB IIOJIOH KPACHOTO CUSTHUS, HECS Ha cefe HECKOJIbKUX
CTapuKOB CO CTPAHHOM OfeKO0M M PeJIKHMU CEeIbIMU BOJIOCAMH, IIaralliuX BIEepeld, U aypa
omenoMisieT Mup.Mas3onelr CIHBINH — caMasi 3arafilouHas U3 BCEX 3allPETHHIX 30H KU3HH,
BO3MOXKHO, 9T0O Kaf0uire 6€6CCMePTHHIX, OCTaBIIEECS OT XaOTUYHOI'0 IPEeBHET0 Iepuoa, 6oee
paHHero, yeM snoxa MudoB.EcTs maxe 1001, HOCTUTIINE UMIIEPATOPCKOTO MIYTH B JIMOXY
[TpapomuTene, oTiIeNbHUYAOLUIME KPYTbd rog.Ha 3ToT pas, Buns, uto Uy ®au cobupaeTcs
aTaKOBaTh UX, BHICIINE CYLIEeCTBa CPeOU HUX IIOSIBUIIACH BMeCTe. OTU UMIIePaTOPHl, OCTaBIIXECS B
JKUMBBIX C IPEBHUX BPEMEH, XOTS BCe OHU HECYT B cebe 3HEpPruio CyMepek, HeoOr4aitHO CUITbHEL B TO
ke BpeMs B [IIsHbCI0 6eccMepTHBIE OBITM SPKUMU ¥ KPAaCOUYHBIMH, U BhIJIETEJIa JPEBHSS KOJIECHUIIQ,
pacopocTpaHsas xaoc. Ha KonecHule cupgen MyXK4YriHa CPefHUX JIeT C YePHBIMU BOJIOCaMU,
3aKUHYTHIMU Ha IIJIe4YH, U CBEepKalIlel MOJIHUEU.JTO cTaTysl CBATOrO Ayxa, CTaBlLIas UMIePaToOpoM,
1 Ha3BaBumi ce6s1 imnepatopom CBSITOTO fyXa, HO 3TO OB HE KaMEHHBIN YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIH CTasl
HaoucroM, a Teyo, BpOKAEHHOU CYyIHOCTH, Tpeodpa3oBaHHOe B IJIOTh ¥ KPOBL.C HUM IIECTBOBAIM
TakKXKe [IBa BeJIMKUX UMIIepaTopa U3 XaOTUYHOTO ApeBHEro nepuoga.Cpenu OpeBHUX PYAHUKOB, B
paHHME OHY, B 3aTrafloYHLIX JPEBHUX PYAHUKAX, I'Mle TeKjla XaoTU4Has 3Heprus, 6un 61arogaTHBIN
CBeT, a COJIHIIe, JIyHa U 3Be3[hl Ha Hebe MOYTH BCOCaINCh B 60KEeCTBEHHBIE PYIHUKHU, YTO OBIJIO
nmoTpscaroine.[IpeBHUM BHICIIAN BHIIIEN U3 Hero, 1 MMmepaTop BIIIeN, coTpsicas 3eMmnto! ConHlle,
JiyHa ¥ 3Be31Hl B 9T0T MoMeHT nnoMepKiu. O0J000000000000000000000D00000B opHO MrHOBEHUE,
IIOYTH [IBAAIATh BRICIIUX CYIIEeCTB cobpanuch HampoTuB CsaubnuH! O4eBUIHO, TIOOU U3 OPYTUX
KPYIIHBIX 3alIPETHHIX 30H MOHSIH, YTO OHU O0JbIlle HE MOTYT I103BOUTh Uy ®3Hy yOUBaTh Tak, 1
PeLInIn BMecTe NelCTBOBaTh, YTOOH! ITOIaBUTh 3Ty OMacHOCTh!II0YTH ABAAIATh BHICIINUX, TO €CTh,
IIOYTH [BafllaTh BEJIUKUX UMIlepaTopoB!Teneps, Korga o4eBUHA CMepTeIbHas UTrpa, IOUAEeT JIU




uMIlepaTop?B olHO MrHOBEHUE CepAlla BCeX APOTHYIIH, U B UX I'/la3ax MOSIBUJIACh HEOOIbIIas
TpeBora.Benn faxe B cIy4yae ThbMHI U Xa0oca, Kak IIPaBUIIo, OSBIseTCS He O0nee ceMU-BOCbMU
BBICIIIMX, @ Ha 3TOT pa3 ux 6osee 20. [[e#CTBUTEILHO JIX Y UMIIEpaTOpa Bce B mopsigke?dy ®ax
CKa3zaJl, 4TO CHeNlaeT 3To, U, KakK U Ov10 o0emano, nosgBuics nepen CaubnuH.— [II5HBCIO TOXE
3mech?? d man BaM maHc. Eciu B BCe ellle XOTUTE yMepeTh, TO He BUHUTEe MeHd. Yy O3H cKa3zar ¢
XOJIOOHBIM BhIpakeHueM.Ecmu Ovl [II9HBCIO HE y4aCTBOBAJI B 3TOT pa3, MoxeT ObiTh, Uy @3H MPOCTO
yOus OBl 3TUX BHICIIKX CYIIECTB, TROPUBIIKX 3JI0, HO pa3 BBl CAMU IOLUIM Ha 3TO, HE BUHUTE MeHs!—
Ceropus Th yMpelub! MMnepaTop CBATOTO Ayxa CULeN Ha IpeBHEU KOJIECHULE CO CKPEeLleHHBIMU
HOTaMH, eT0 YepHbIe BOJIOCH OBIIM KakK rajakTHKa, IpKHUe U T'yCTHE, ero ryia3a ObUIM XONIONHBIMU U
0e32Ka/loCTHHIMY, KaK Jie3Bue! OH IIOXJIoNas 1o OpyXKuio Ha cBoei Hore. C 3BYyKOM "TyM", IyXOBHBIN
Meu OBIJT Ype3BHIYalHO OCTPHIM, CJIOBHO IIPEBPATHUJICS B TI0€3[ U MOJEeTeN K rojioBe Uy

D3Ha............. STOT Med KaXeTcs IIPOCTHIM, HO OH peerless U OCTpHIi, U3Nydas BOJO U YOUMCTBEHHYIO
peummocTs [IyXOBHOTO BIAALIKY, U ITepeceKas BeyHoe He60.0nHO 3a ApyruM, 6ecCMepPTHEIE MEPhS
JIETST, CBSIThle U Oe3yNpeyHble, COIPOBOXKAAas CBETOBOM Med, pucysi 6eCCMEpPTHYIO aypy, OTPOMHYIO U
IJIVHHYIO, KaK rajnakTuKa.Briciiee CymecTBo U3 ApeBHUX BpeMeH CSIHBIUH aTakoBasno.Hedpurtosas
py¥H BEUIETENa, U JIy4 CBeTa Pa3fBUHYI TyMaH. Kax[blll Ty4uK — 3TO 3Be3fHas peka. OrpomHas,
IIoflaBJISAoNIas BEUHOCTh.JTO yKe He He(PUT, 9TO SBHO HacTosIas BeceneHHas, 1 He0OX0AUMO
nonaBuTh Yy @5Ha € MOMOIIBI0 BEPXOBHOTO 3aKOHa BeeneHHOU! Bobion YenoBeK ¢ OIUHHOU
6opormoii BHIIIEN Bliepern ¢ HeOECHBIM JTYKOM B PYKe, ¥ HaTSHYJ TEeTUBY IIPOU3BOJIbHO. Ha HeM He
OBLIIO CTPEJI, HO OT Hero UCXOTUI APOXKAIIUY 3BYK, KOTOPBIM Pa3pHIBAJ AYIIU.
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