B GeckpaiiHei IyCTEIHE COMHIIE MAJIAII0, KaK PacKaJIEHHbIM KIIMHOK, 0€CIIOIIaMHO MPOXKUTas KaXkK bl
O10MM Bo3Oyxa. Kpokopans, moBENUTENb TIECKOB, 3aCThIJI, CJIOBHO CTATys, TNISOd Ha MapsLIiX B
Bo3nyxe nupatoB ConoMenHOM LIIgnbl ¢ HEBEPOSITHBIM U3YMJIEHUEM. — JTO... KaK TaKOe BO3MOXKHO?
— IIPOIIENTAN OH, eT0 I'J1a3a, TOIHbIE YIUBIEHUS U cTpaxa, OyATo yBUmeNnu HeBeposTHOe uyno. OH
pacIIupui 3payky, ¥ QUTYPHl OTPA3UIIUCh B UX INIyOuHe, 3deMepHbIe U PeasibHbIe, CJIOBHO MUPaXK.
Kpoxogaiin noneiTancs 3amnedaTriieTs 3Ty KapTUHY B CBOEU [TaMATU, HO HE MOT IIOBEPUTH CBOUM
rjma3aM. — Xa-xa-xXa... He oxupan, npasga? Ctapsii [[3H, MBI MOXKEM JIeTaTh, YOUBUTEIBHO, Ha?
HeoxupganHel clopnpus, He Tak nmu? — ronoc Cio XasdeHa nporpeMen Haf IMyCTHHEN, CIOBHO TPOM,
C HOTKaMM HaCMEIIKH U npoBokKanuu. OH CMOTPEN BHU3 Ha Kpokopaiiina, ¢ CaMOIOBOIbHOM
ycMmelnkou Ha ry6ax.JIutio Kpokopmaiina crano MmpauyHee, OyaTo He6O0 3aTIHY/IA TEMHBEIE TYYU U BOT-
BOT pa3pa3uTcs Irpo3a. BeHwl Ha ero 0y B3AyIuCh, KaK M3BUBAIOIIMeECS 3MeH, BhijlaBasi BHyTPEHHUN
THEB U HeXeJlaHue MUPUTHCS C IPOUCXOASAIIUM. B rita3ax BCIBEIXHYIU S3bIKYA THEBA, OYATO OH XOTEN
C3Keub BeCh MUP H0T/1a. OH CTHCHYT 3y0Obl, MeXKOY HUMHU ITPO3BYyYa IIeKAIOIIUi 3BYK, CJIOBHO OH
nepexkeBBIBaJl YHUXKeHHUe U sipocTh. OH cBupeno cMoTtpen Ha Cio XasipeHa, B ero rima3ax ObIIo
YHUKEHHE 0T TOT0, UTO ero 00BejIM BOKPYT Manbiia. OH 1ojaraj, YTo XOPOIIIo 3HAeT CBOETO
IIPOTUBHUKA, YTO €My u3BeCTHa cuya nupaTtoB ConomenHou lnsanel. Ho celigac oH MOHSAT, 4TO
omubancs, ¥ omubancs oueHb CUIbHO. Y HUX OBIIM TaKWe CKPHITHIE CPEMICTBA, II03BOJISIONINE
CBOOOIHO NeTaTh Haf NYCThIHEM! B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 0CO3HAJI, YTO €r0 IpefbayIilee NpeHe0pexKeHne
MOXKET CTaTh POKOBOM ormubKoM.[Tof mansmuM ComHIIeEM MyCTHHY Kpokomai B3peBen: — YépT
nobepu! Ecnu y Bac ecTs gi1a, cnyckantecs! Ero romoc, coBHo pa3byiieBaBinasics 6ypsi, Hec B cebe
O6eckOHeYHYI0 ITpoBoKanuio u npe3penue. Cio XasideH, BUCAIINM B BO3AyXe, YILI0AICS, JTIETKO
oTBeuasi: — [logHUMaiics caM, ecnii y TeOs ecTs siina! B ero ToHe cibllllajach HaCMeIlKa, CJIOBHO OH
UTrpa C 3arTHAHHBIM B JIOBYIIKY 3BepeM. [HeB Kpokofalinia yCUNIUICS, OH PaCIIMPUII I'1a3a u
yctaBuiics Ha Cro XasipeHa, OyOTO XOTEeJ ero IporjIOTHTh: — BEI, YOIIOOKY, TOJTBKO YTO CKA3aJly, YTO
MoxKeTe MeHs no0enuTs! Tak moueMy ke Ternepb O0UTECH CITYCTUTHCS BHU3? Ero rojoc, momo0HbIN
rpomy, cotpsican nycteiHoo. Cio XasgdeH He obpaian BHuMaHus. OH clierka yael0HYJICS, a 3aTeM
HEOXUJaHHO BHIOpOCHUI HOTy, oTipasinssd Jltopdu, cTosiiero psgoM, BHU3: — JlaiHo, g ceryac
cmyurych u nobexy Te0s. PemeHo, Thl — Moii npoTuBHUK! Upu! — JTiobdu!— Al JTiodhdu! —
ocTanbHble upaThl ConoMeHHOU IInamEl HEBOIBHO 3aKpUYaly, YBULEB 3Ty cueHy. Teno Jlropdpu
OTIKCaJioO OyTY B BO3MAyXe, a 3aTeM C CHUJIOM PYXHYJIO Ha IMEeCOK, MTHOBEHHO CKPHIBAsCh B €T0 TOJIIE. —
Cio XasidpeH, T 4TO menaenb? — nupaTshl ComomeHHOM ISl BO3MYIIEHHO KPUYalld, UX JTAIA OBITH
TIOJIHBI HemoyMeHus 1 rHeBa. Cio XasideH, OIHAKO, BRITJIAEN TaK, OyITO COBEPIIUII caMo coOoM
pasymMelolieecs elcTBre: — O-3-3... pa3Be g He OTIPaBUJI €eT0 BHU3, YTOOH 0OH yOun Kpokopgaiina?
OH MOPTHYJI, CTOBHO COBEPIIUIT YTO-TO 00bIYHOE. — ThI ObsIBON? KaK TH MOXKEIbh TaK MOCTYIUTh? —
BCe OCYXKMaloIIe XOPOM KpHYasli, UX rojioca ObIIM IMOTHE HemoBobCcTBa Cio XasipernoMm. B 910 Bpems
JTroddu, KOTOPOTrO MUHKOM OTIIPABUIIM B IIECOK, C TPYAOM BBITAIIUI T'OJIOBY U3-TI0A ecka. OH C
sapocThio mocMoTpen Ha Cio Xasadena: — Cio XasdeH, raf, 3aueM Thl MEHS MUXHYI? — B €T0 TOJI0Ce
CTBIIIANUCh THEB U HefpoyMeHue. Cio XasipeH BRHITTIAEN HEBUHHO: — J-3-9... 5 XKe OTIPaBJIgio Te0s
BHU3 CpaxaThCsi? Thl BeIb TOIBKO YTO TOBOPUJI, YTO X0uelrsb mobenuth Kpokomatina! OH pa3Bén
PyKaMH, CIIOBHO CaM OKa3aJcs XXepTBou. JItopdu TonHyn HOrou oT 37mocTu: — Mpuot! A cam Mory
CITYyCTUTHCSA! — B TOJIOCE CIIBIIIANOCh HEOOBONIBCTBO. Cio XasideH 3acMesinics ele Becenee: —
YBU[IEJ, YTO Thl CIUIIKOM MeJJIEHHBIN, II03TOMY PEIINI IIoMOoYb TeOe! — OH Ka3ascs TOPABIM, CJIOBHO
COBEPIINII BenuKoe feno. Jliopdu Brrnsmen obuxeHHnM: — Hy, Torma xoTs Obl Ipeaynpexaan,
mpexme YeM MuxaTh! — B OJI0Ce CIIbIIanIuCh Kanoosl. Cio XasipeH BHITIAIEN UCKPpeHHUM: — JIagHo!
Jlaguo! JlagHo! B cnepyromuii pa3, korga 6yny nuxaTh, o0ellaio 3apaHee MpeaynpenuTh, XOpomo? —
Ka3aJI0Ch, OH IEMCTBUTENIFHO PaCKauBaJCs B CBOUX MOCTYIKaX. JItohdu KUBHYN C YOOBIETBOPEHUEM:
— Hy, emé nmapno! Torma Ha 9TOT pas npoimaio! OH OTPSIXHYI IIECOK C ce0si, TOTOBLIM CHOBA OPOCUTH
BBI30B Kpokopatiny. OctanbHble upaThl ConoMmeHnHoM IInsamnel, Habmiomas 3a 3TOM CIIEHOH,
6ecroMOIITHO IMOKavyaiu rojoBaMu. BcTpeya ¢ IByMsI TaKUMHU CTPAHHBIMU KallMTaHaMU — He 3Haelllb,
CMeSIThCSl UJTU TIJTaKaTh! — B, yOMIogKY, HaCHITUNINUCH? — KpoKo#aiin, HakKoHell, He BEIAEpKal U
B30pBAJICS, B €T0 rila3axX BCIBIXHYIU S3bIKU THEBa. 3a BCe 3T T'OJbl OH HUKOT{la He HCIbIThIBAII



TAKOr0 CUIbHOro yuuxenus! — [lecuanrir Med! Ympu, nupat Conmomennou lnanel! — npasas
nmagoHb Kpokopaiina MrHOBEHHO ITPeBpaTuiiaCh B HEBEPOSITHO OCTPHIM MecdYaHblii HOXK. OH C SpOCThIO
3aKpuyYall ¥ pa3MaxHyJCs 30 Bcex cuil, 6pocasich Ha Jltodhdu c 6e3rpaHUYHOM TPOCTHIO U CUJIOMH.
JTrodhdu pacmupui rina3a ¥ yBUAEI OTPOMHBIN ITIeCYaHbIM POB, MPOTSHYBLIUKCS OT KOHYKUKA
mecyaHoro Meva Kpokopalina, Kak ApaKkoH, HallpaBIeHHBIM [IPSIMO Ha Hero. B MrHOBeHMe OKa
IecyaHbli poB npubnuxkancs! B 9ToT KpuTuyeckuit MOMeHT Teno Jliopdu oTpearuposaso
MHCTUHKTHABHO. OH MPBITHYJI B CTOPOHY C HEBEPOSATHOMW CKOPOCTHIO, YKIIOHUBIINCH OT CMEPTEIbHOU
ataku. OmHAKO, KOT[ja OH OTJISIHYJICSI, TO HEBOJIBHO aXHYJI — Ha MeCTe, TIe OH CTOSJI, Teleph 3usiia
OTpPOMHas IlecyaHas siMa, IPOTAHYBIIAsACI Ha COTHA METPOB, IIMPUHON OKOJIO OTHOT0-IBYX METPOB,
6e3 mHa! BynTo 3eMsis Oblla pa3opBaHa, YTO HaBeBaso yxkKac. [1ecoK U MBI B IeCYaHOU sIMe BCe ellé
BUXPUJINCH, CJIOBHO pacCcKa3biBas O XKYTKOU CUJle IIpeabiaylleil aTaku. JItogdu BTaliHe pagoBascs B
nyie. Ecnu Obl OH HEe YKJIOHUIICST BOBpPEMS, TO Obla OBl pa3pe3aH I0I0JIaM 9TUM ITeCYaHbIM HOXKOM.
Kpokomaiin cTosiz Boaau, X0JIOMHO TIsias Ha JTioddu, ¢ mpe3puTenbHoi yiasI0KoHM Ha muile. — YEpT
nobepu! CHOBa Hamnagaelb ucnonrumka! — Jlrohdu cepouto ycraBusncs Ha Kpokopaiina, ero riasa
ropesu OT THeBa. — Pe3uHa-pe3uHa — nucrojeT! — kpukHyn Jllopdu, u ero npasas pyka
CTPEMUTEIBHO pa3fyiach, CJIOBHO OIPOMHBINM PE3UHOBHIM MUCTONET. OH KPEINKOo CxXKaJjl KyJlakK 1
ymapun Kpokopgaiina u3o Bcex cuil. Bo BpeMs OBUXKEHUS ero pyKa IpofoKaia pacTaruBaThCs,
CJIOBHO Pe3MHa, U C IPOCTHHIM HAIlOPOM PUHYyJach npsaMo Ha Kpokopaiina. OgHaKO, CTOJIKHYBIIKCH C
TaKoM SpOoCTHOM aTakou Jlropdu, Kpokomaiin nuis ciaerka Cy3uil rjla3a, B €ro B3TISAe MelbKHyIa
HacMmelnka. OH Me[iJIeHHO U ITOCTEIIeHHO 03JIEMEHTHUIT CBOE Tesio, OyATO COOGHUpaCs CIUTHCS C
Bo3xmyxoM. OH OB yBEpEH, uTo Ornarogaps 3To# crocobHocTu yaapsl JIrogpdu He CMOTYT IPUUYUHUTH
eMy HUKaKOro Bpefa.
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