OH nOJHSIICS CO CTyJa M Ipoiien K 6onee yooOHOMY KPeCIy B YTy KalOTHI, Tie IPUCTATbHO CMOTPE
Ha Benpu, moka oHa He chefasna To ke camoe. OH Halui KaxkaoMy 1Mo 60kanmy OpeH[x, 3aTeM Cell
HAIPOTHUB Hee U CHOBA MOAHsI OpoBu. "THl IIaHUPYEITh ellle KaKue-HUuOyIb BLIXOOKH, WA ST MOTY
PacCUMTHIBAThL Ha TO, YTO THI Oymels BecTu cebs nmpunuuno?" Ha B3rnsan cobecemHrka Kpiok He cran
BO3paxaTh ¥ MPOJOJIKIUI: "UTO KacaeTcs MOUX HaMepPeHUH B OTHOIIEHUH Bac, TO Ha JaHHLIM MOMEHT
y MeHs ux HeT. He CcKaxy, 4TO MHEe HAYEro He NPUAET B FOJI0BY, HO KaK s MOT'Y CTPOUTH IIJIaHBl, €CIIU
BbI TPUOBITIK TOIBKO BYEPA, a 51 00 9TOM HUUYEro He 3Han? 4 maxe He 3HAJI, UTO TH BEPHYJIAch B
HeBepmaHp, moKa TH He MOSBUIACh Ha Moel manybe". ITo, I0OX0XKe, YAOBIETBOPUIIO BeHau, KoTopas
HEeYBEpPEeHHO IOHI0Xala CBOM O6peHau. "Mory nu s CIpocuTh Te0s, KpacaBulla, KaK Thl BEpHYIach?"

Bennu Ha MrHOBeHMeE 3agyMaiach Hafl 9TUM BOIIPOCOM, 3aTeM B3[OXHYJIa, CHeaja IrJI0TOK OpeHau U
oCcMOTpesia Ha Xyka. "fl BepHyIach HOMOM U3 IIKOJIE 4yTh OOJIbINe HegeNnd Ha3ad. ITO OB KOHeI]
MOETO0 IOCJIeAHEr0 CEMECTPA, JIETO, U 51 C HeTepIeHUeM Kajla BO3MOXHOCTU IIPOBECTU BPeEMS C
ceMmbelr". OHa chenasa may3y U HaxMmypuiachk. "[lodTu cpasy Iocjie MOero BO3BpalleHus OTel], MaTh 1
TeTsI CKa3alu MHe, YTO IIopa HauWHATh AyMaTh O MPEeJI0KEeHNUIX yXaxkuBaHus u Opaka. f... He Morya
3TOr0 BEIHECTHU, HE MOTIJia IPEeACTaBUTh, YTO HAKOHEL-TO IIOB3POCTIEI0 U Cpa3y XkKe 0KaxXyCh B APYrou
CUTYyallWy, He 3aBUCAIIEN OT MeHS; S ITOHsa, YTO UMEHHO 3TOTO0 5 Bcerfa 6osiachk B HeTCTBE", -
CKa3asia BeHau ¢ TpyCTHOM YIBIOKOM.

"TIpomomxkante", - cKa3asn XykK.

"B Ty XKe HOYB g OTIIPaBUJICA B HETCKYIO U 3aCHYJI ¥ TOTO CaMOTr0 OKHa, yepe3 KoTopoe [lutep
BIIEPBEIE YCIIBIIIAT MOY UCTOPUH. [IPOCHYBIIUCE, 51 0OHAPYXKKIa, YTO OH BepHYyCcsa", - Benau
HEeTPOMKO paccMesiach U [I0CMOTpeJIa Ha ITO0TOJIOK XUKUHEL "[lociie CTONMBKUX JIeT OH HaKOHel]
BepHYyJICSA KO MHe. OH iyMaJi, 4TO ceiddac BeCHa..." I3 BHyTpeHHEro yrojka ee JeBOoro riasa
CKaTHJIach Cjie3a, HO OHA He IOMbITanach ee OCTaHOBUTD. "B 11000M ciydae, eClid BH XOTUTE 3HATH,
KaK g BepHYJach, TO BOT, IToXKanyucTa. [luTep npuiesn Ko MHe, U 1 COrjIacUach BePHYThCS C HUM.
Oblya cTaplle, ¥ eMy 9TO He HPaBUJIOCh, HO OH IIPUHSJ MEHS, U 51 TI03HAKOMUJIACh C HOBHIMU
MaJIbYMKaMu ¥, KakK BCerjga, YuHUJIa UX ofexay. 4 paccka3blBajl UCTOPUU U fieJlall BCe TO, UYTO MHe
HPABUJIOCH [eNaTh B IEPBHIY pa3, HO KOe-4TO U3MEHUII0Ch. Bo-nepBhIX, MHe KaxeTcs, 4To [lutep
CTaJl IOYTH HEBRIHOCUMO BHICOKOMepHBIM". Kpiok ¢huipkHYyN, u Bennou yneibHynack emy. KoHeuHo,
Kprok cunTasn ero HEBEIHOCUMEIM I'Opa3fo HOJIbIlle, YeM OHa. "MoXKeT, 3TO 1 U3MeHUIach?"

XyK yIBIOHYJICS U MTOMHSI CBOM GOKaJl, IIociie 4ero OTHUI U cKa3an: "be3 comHenus". Ha MrHOBeHUE
OH yCTaBUWJICS Ha Hee, 00IyMbIBasi ee OTBET U CBOU CJIeAyIOIIui Bompoc. "Kak Bb 0OKa3allCh PaHEHHI?
[TaH, KOHEYHO, IypakK, HO OH XOPOIIO BlIafieeT MeYoM U yOu Okl Bac, ecyiy OBl X0Temn".

"9t10 6bi He [TuTep", - cpoyHO cKa3ana Bengu. OHa MOHSTA, YTO 3TO MPO3BYYAsIO MOYTH CPa3y XKe,
KaK TOJIBKO OHa 3TO CKa3ajla; OHAa 3allyilaa ero. Ee Mo nokpacHeo, ¥ OHa HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUN
IIOTSITMBaja CBOM OpeHaH, pexXe YeM IPOgoIKUTE. "ITo Obiyia Tunkepbemnt. OHa cka3ana [Iutepy,
4YTO pa3brpeBaeT MeHs. OHa X0TeNla 0Tpe3aTh MHe BOJIOCH, II0Ka S CIIJII0, HO YPOHUIIA HOXK, KOTa
IIpoJieTana Hafgo MHOU". BeHU SIPOCTHO CMOTpesia B rpadH U TaK KPENKo CKuMajia ero, 4to Kpok
IofyMaJsi, He CJIOMaeT JIM OHa HOXKY.

"V3kacHoe MaJIeHbKOe co3maHue", - cka3aj oH. "Uto coemnain [Tau?"



"Moit KpuK pa30ymun ero, HO OH pacCMesiyics, Koraa y3Han oT [JuHb-[IuHb, YTO OHa chenana. [js
Hero 3To OblJIa UTPa, KalluTaH, - Cka3ana BeHu, ¥ BU Y Hee CHOBA CTajl TPYCTHBIA U 6€CIIOMOIIIHEIH.
OHa BHITTIIAENa TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK ¥ Torfa, KOrfa OH CKa3aJl e Bce 3TH I'OAHl Halal, 4To IIsH He
MOXKEeT YyBCTBOBaTh. "OH cMessicsa", - IpoLIenTaja OHa, ¥ BTOpas Clie3a CKaTUIach II0 ee ILIeKe.

Kpiok noctasun 60kan Ha CTON U OonmycTuics nepen BeHou Ha kKoneHu. OH gocTasn U3 KapMaHa
IIIeJIKOBHIM MJIATOK U BHITEP CJIe3y, KaK B IPOIIILIY pa3, KOTfa yBUEI, YTO ee cepplle pa3duBaeTcs
u3-3a [19Ha, TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT pa3 He IMIOTOMY, YTO XOTEeJl MAHUIYJIXPOBATh €10. ITO UYBCTBO OBLIO
YyKIOBIM U HeOOBbSICHUMEIM [J151 HETO; OH IIOHATUS He UMeJl, I04eMY eTr0 UHCTUHKT 3aCTaBIIsiN ee
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s JIy4llle, a He XyxKe, UM II0YeMy OH XOTeJl OTOrHaTh cTpax. "OH cmesncs", -
HaKOHeEI] IIeIT0TOM IMOBTOPuUI XyK. "OH cMescs, a TH yoexana".

"f momkHa OblTa", - makana Bengu. "d gymana... s ;ymarna, YTO MHAEHUIIEI TOMOTYT MHE, HO 5 He
cMorna ux Hautu". OHa (BIPKHYJIa ¥ IPUHSATA IIaToOK 0T KpioKa, HO OH OCTasICA CTOSATh PANOM C HEW,
He OTPBIBas B3TrJISOa OT ee a3, faXxe CToS Ha KojmeHdX. "d He Morna ux HauTH, HO [TuTep Haten
MeHs. OH TollleNT 3a MHOM, ¥ KOTa OH HaIlleJl MeHsI, Mbl VCIIbIIIaIN TUPATOB, ¥ OH cobupascs
Cpa3uThCS C HUMU, HO S CKa3ajla eMy, YTO OH AOJI2KEH BEPHYThCSI JOMOU U JIeUb CIIaTh, IOTOMY 4YTO
ye Topa CIlaTh, a I Be[b ero MaMa, He Tak ju? OH Jo/KeH ObIJT MEeHS MOCIYINAThCs, U OH
IIOCJIYIIAJICS; OH MOCIIYyLIanCcsd, IOTOMY YTO €My TaK HpaBUTCA Urpa". Benau nepesesa B3risy ¢ XykKa
Ha CBOM KOJIEHH, TOTOM 00paTHO. "IT0 BCcerna Owlyta urpa. Temeps 5 9TO 3HaW", - CKa3asna oHa. Kpiok
He IIeJIOXHYJICS, HO OHa 3HaJja, YTO OH X04eT, YTOOH OHa MPOAoJIXKUIIa. "4 y3Hasa roioc MucTepa
CwMmu u mofiyMarsa, 4YTO OH MOXKeT BCIIOMHUTh MeHS MJIK XOTs Okl OTBeCTH Ha KopalOib. HaBepHOe, MHe
U B T'OJIOBY He IIPUXOIUIIO0, 4TO OymeT, eciu s ommbych, HO TeIephb 3TO yKe HeBaxkHOo, mpaBga?" OHa
TIOTIRITAJIaCh YIBIOHYTHCS, CHOBA BHITUPAS I'1a3a. "Temeps s 3[ech, U g Oblyla TpaBa. Bel moMoriu MHe,
U 5 He MOTY Bac 0TO/Iarogapurh".

"IlencTBUTENBHO", - cKa3as Kpiok, HO BUJ] Y HETO MO-IIpexXKHeMy OblJT 03ajlaueHHBIN. Bosblie Bcero o
OBLT 03agaueH caMuM co00¥, HO oTHoIIeHne Benau K TI9HY ero upe3BbIYaliHO HHTEPECOBAIO.
Kaszanoch, oHa pa3phiBajiach MeXKIY CBOUM JeTCKUM 000KaHWEM U IPEJaHHOCThIO U TeM, YTO
CTQHOBUJIOCH OUEBUOHLIM [JI51 Hee, KOTa OHa CTaHOBWIACh B3pocio. OHa 3Hasna, 4To [13H OBl
pebeHKOM M 0CTaHEeTCSI UM HaBCerfla, HO YacTh ee OYIIU BCe ellle JKaXKJajla ero MpruBsI3aHHOCTH U
yBaxeHud - ABYX Belllel, KoTopkle [Tutep [IsH HUKOrga He noumet. OH OAyMaJl, He PaCCIPOCUTH I
ee ellle, HO BCe, UTO OH MOT CIIDOCUTH, He TEPIIeJIO OTjIaraTesIbCTB, a OH ycranl. OH BCTas, He CBOLS C
Hee TJ1a3, ¥ IPOTSHY PYKY, YTOOH IIOMOYb el MONHATHCA co cTya. OHa NpUHSa ee, HO C
OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO, ¥ OH 3HaJl, UYTO 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO OHa ellle He 0YeHb JoBepsiia eMy. OHa Oblyla YMHOM
IeBYIIKOW, BCeryia Takoi Obia. " mpunuio CMu, 4ToOH OH IPOMBIT U IlepeBsi3all Bally paHy", -
CKa3aJ OH.

"Crmacu0o, kanuTtaH".

"OT1ppIxaiiTe, 3aBTpa MHI ellje norosopuM". Kprok KOpOTKO KUBHYJI U OTOILEJ OT Hee.

Benpu 3Hasa, 4To 3T0 OB IPHUKa3, a He IpenjiokeHue Uiy npock6a. CMU BOIIEN IOYTH Cpa3y Mocie
yxopa KanuTaHa. Ctapmuii upaT 0CTOPOKHO 00paboTan ee paHy. Korga oH 3aKOHYMII, TO CHST C
Hee MepKH, YTOOH cheniaTh 60jiee TOYHBIE TIONIPaBKY Ha MTOlapeHHYI0 KanuTaHoM ofexkay. OHa
mo0e3HO nobarofapusa ero, XoTsl el IPUIUIOCh CKPEIBaTh 3€BOTy. HeCMOTps Ha TO 4TO OHa
IpocIiajia U3pSAAHYI0 YacTh JHS, HeflaBHS BCcTpeda ¢ KprokoM BEIMOTasIa ee, ¥ OHa Oblla B BOCTOPTE,



06Hapy}KI/IB, 4YTO OJUBaH-KPOBATH OJId HEEe y2ZKe I'OTOB.

Kpiok 06710KOTHIICS JTOKTSIMU Ha Iepuia manyosl. Mope 6ypinuio u 6umock o 6opta Kopabiis. 3Be3s
IIPSATAIUCh 3a TYMaHHBIMHU ITyPIYPHBIMU 00J1akaMU - BePHBIN ITPU3HAK TOro, YTO [laH Halles YTo-TO
HenagHoe. HeCOMHEHHO, OH MOHSAI, 4TO ¢ BeHau 4T0-TO He Tak. CKOJIBKO BpEMEHU NPOUIET, IpexXae
yeM OH IpuAeT 3a Hel? KPIoK pa3MBIIUIAT, YTO OH OyAeT AenaTh, KOTOa 9TO CIAYYUTCS, U CTOUT JIN
oTHoaBaTh AeBOUKY 0e3 mpobieM. OH mpepmosarai, YTo OHa IPEANOYTET He 9TO, HO He y3HaeT 6e3
[anbHEWIINX PACCIPOCOB, KOTOPHE, KAaK OH C JOCANOU IOHSJ, He XBaTUT AyXy 3aKOHUUTH 38 OOUH
Beuep. Kpiok Habmionas, Kak OypHBIe BUXPU BOOHI C 3€JIEHEIM OTTEHKOM IIJIEIIYTCS ¥ 3aKPYYHUBaIOTCS
B BOJIHBI, ¥ OTJITHYJICS TOJIBKO TOT[Ia, KOTTIa YCIBIIa c3aay maru CMH.

"IITopMuT, KanuTaH?" - cupocu 6onMaH. Ero ManeHbKMe KPYTJIble OYKK CUIeNIH Ha HOCY KPHUBO, a
6enas 6opopna sipko Orecrerna Ha GoHe TeMHEBIX rj1a3. [locieqHue 0CTaTKU 3aKaTa, CIIyYUBIIET0CS
HECKOJIPKO YaCoB Ha3afl, Ka3ajloCh, XKUJIU B PyMsHIIe ero IeK. Kpiok ynbOHyICS CBOEMY CITyTHUKY U
KUBHYJI FOJIOBOY, & 3aTeM CHOBa yCTaBUJICA B Bofy. "[lymaels, aTo [1an?"

"B aToM 51 He coMHeBatoCch, CMu", - oTBeTU N Kpiok. [I0BEpXHOCTh OKeaHa MPUUYLJIMBO MEHAIACH O]
cephIM HEOOM: CHa4asa roiay0basi, IOTOM 3ejieHasi, TOTOM elile Oojiee roy6asi, a BOJIHE YBEHUATUCh
IIeHOM, KoTopasi OprI3raia COJIEHEIM ¥ CBeXKUM Ha TeEMHOe epeBo "Becenoro Pomxepa". "Her, -
ckazan Kpiok, - He IITOPM, ITI0Ka HET, HO 9TO JIUIIL BOIIPOC BpeMeHU". Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsS BCe
CTaHET SICHO - ¥ IEBOYKaA, ¥ eT0 COOCTBEHHOE CTPAHHOE JII0OOIBITCTBO, - ¥ KpPIOK 3HAJI, YTO OH IIpaB.
OH 3HaJ, IOTOMY 4TO BCce B HeBepiieHe ObII0 BOIIPOCOM BPpEMeHH, BCETa, HUKOTa ¥ HaBCerya.
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