YacTb Beuepa, MJIaBHO IlepeTeKawllas B HoOub, Oblna M00MMBEIM BpeMeHeM CMu 71 BhIXofa Ha Oeper.
['pebst, MOKHO OBIIO TI000BATHCS OTPaKeHWeM 3aKaTa Ha Bofe. Ha ocTpoBe Bce OBITIO THXO, U
BEPOSITHOCTh CTOJIKHYTHCSI C HEIIPUSATHOCTSIMU YMeHbIIanack. CMu He OBITT TPYCOM, HO JaxKe MUpaTaM
He XO0TeJIOCh BBSI3BIBATLCS B IPAKy, KOTrMa OHU BCETO JIMIIL IIBITAIUCh COOpPaTh He0OXOUMbIE BEIIIH.
fAropbl MOKHO OBIIIO JIETKO KYIIUTH B JIaBKax, HO TO, UYTO MOXKHO IIOJTy4YUTh O€CIIaTHO, IIPUBJIEKAET
nupaToB OOJIbIlle, YEM TO, 3@ YTO HYXKHO IIJIaTUTh, a "Becensiit Pomkep" 3axogui B raBaHb TOJIBKO 3a
TeMu ymoOCcTBaMHU, KOTOPHIE OHU HE MOTJIU 00ecrieyuTh cebe caMu.

CoOupasi KOp3WHHI [7i9 Bo3BpalleHus, CMU pacCTaBUJI UX B JIOJKE 10 TUIIAM ¥ BeJIeJl TOBAPHUIILY
1ocyiefioBaTh ero npuMmepy. OH yKe coOuparscs B34Th ellle OfHY KOP3UHY, KOTHa yCIIbIIIan
OTYEeTIIMBHIH 3BYK IIETKAOUINX BETOK, 32 KOTOPBIM Cpa3y Ke IOCIeN0BaIo MOSBIeHNE NEBYIIKY, He
MoJI0710#, KaK I19H u ero 6aHga, HO, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ He TaKOM CTapoy, Kak caMbIii Mojiofgoi mupat. OHa
Obl/Ta IOYTH €TI0 POCTA, XyIeHbKas, C IIMHHEIMU BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPHIE ellle HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af
pu 60see SIPKOM COJTHEYHOM CBeTe BHITIIsiAEeNH Obl Kak Meq. Cre3sl 3anuBaiu ee 60biire Tonyone
r7na3a, Korfla OHa TPSICYIIMMUCS pyKaMu IIpUKKUMaJsa K JIeBOM CTOPOHE JIMila OKPOBaBJIEHHBIN KYCOK
TKaHu. OHA OWKO OTJIsIABIBAJIa HeOOIBINYI0 TPYIITY MUPATOB, II0KA HEe Halllla ero. To, YTO MPOU30IITI0
MasbIlle, COBEPIIEHHO eT0 YOUBHUIIO.

Bennu 6pocunach Brepeq K 3HaKoMoMy nuparty. "Mucrtep CMmu, - cKa3ajla OHa, - I0KalIyucTa,
noMorute MHe. [Toxanyiicra, He MOTJIu OBl BBl OTBECTU MeHs Ha Kopabinb? Kaxercs, y MeHs CUIIbHOe
KpOBOTeUeHHe". ITO IPO3ByYasio CKopee Kak Mojbba, 4eM el X0Tenoch Okl, HO TaK OHO ¥ Ob1s10. OHa
TPSICJIACh OT CTPaxXa B IPUCYTCTBUHU YETHIPEX OMACHBIX MYKYHH, KOTOPHIE C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM
PasTIIsIObIBAIM €e, ¥ BHE3aITHO 0CO3HAJIa, KakK Hemomobarolle oHa OfeTa.

"Brl MeHs 3HaeTe", - cka3ayn Cmu, 1 9T0 He Obl1o BompocoM. OH HEIOBEPYHMBO CMOTPET Ha Hee
CBOMMHM MaJleHbKHMMM I'Ia3KaMH, a IIOTOM BAPYT IIpHXKaJl PYKY K IeKe U II0YTH 3aAbIXasiCh IPOU3HEC
ee umMmi. "Ecnu 3T0 He 10Has mucc Bernu! Tosbko MeHee MoJiofasi, HaJo cKa3aTh'.

"Ia!" Benpu KUBHyJIA TakK CUJIbHO, YTO YyTh He IIOTEpsia CO3HaHUE, HO OOlIMaH IoiMal ee 3a PyKy.
"TIa", - cka3asna oHa. "[IpocTuTte, 4YTO OECIIOKOI0 BAC, U 5 3HAIO, YTO 3TO HOJIKHO ITOKA3aThCs
CTpPaHHBIM..."

"Yro ¢ BaMu CNy4usnnocsk, Mucc Berngu? HenpusitTHoCTH € Ty3emieMm?"

"MoXKHO CKa3aTh U Tak, Muctep Cmu", - orBeTusa BeHay, HO gaxe MOCe ero NpU3HaHus OHa
YyBCTBOBasa cebs CIIUIIKOM IepernoiHeHHOoM 007bio U cTpaxoM. "TloxkamyicTa, eCiid Bbl MOXKETe YTO-
HUOyOb cHenarTh...", - OHa He JoroBopuia, 1 CMU IPUIIJIOCH IOAAEPKATh e 10 MaJleHbKOM JIOOKH.

"Hy, - cka3as OH, - IyMalo, HaM IPUAEeTCs OTBE3TU ee K KallUTaHy. Y Hee CUJIbHOe KPOBOTedeHue" .

Ero cyTHUKY TOJIBKO CeJY B JIOAKY U Hadasu I'PECTH, pa3rJIsiobiBasi NEeBYIIKY C PABHHIM
m060NBITCTBOM U TTofo3peHuneM. Ecnu Ob1 BeHOu Moria BUOETh UX JIMIla, OHa Morja OBl UCITyTaThCH,
YTO UMEHHO BBI3BaJIO UX JIOOOMEITCTBO, HO OHAa OBICTPO yracasa, ¥ TOJIbKO Pa3roBop co CMu He faBasl
et ycHyTh. CO CBOE! CTOPOHEI, OH He 3HAJI, YTO CKaXKeT KaluTaH, HO ObIJT YBePEeH, UTO JIydllle BCETO



OTHECTH €€ Ha KOpaGHB U moajiaTaThk. B aToM ClIy4dae KalluTaH CMOXKET [eJIaThk BCE, YTO eMy
B3OyMaeTCs, TOroa KakK eCJix OBl OHU OCTABHUIIN JEBYILIKY B IIOKOE, BCE OBI7I0 OBI KOHUEHO.

Meicnu CMmu OBIIM IPOCTHIMU, HO ITPABUNIBHEIMYU; KPIOK OBUI ITOUTH IIOKMPOBAH HOBOCTHIO, HO B TO XK€
BpeMs 1 o6papmoBaH. OH BUAEN, KaK OHU NMPUOINKAIOTCSA K Kopabyiio ¢ 00BIYHBIM aCCOPTUMEHTOM
PaCTUTENBHOCTH C Oepera, HO UMEeHHO [OIOJIHUTEe IbHAS IOChIIKa YOUBHIIIA €T0.

[Toxoxke, 3mech OBIT MOTIOTHUTEIBHBIN ITaCCaXKUP, U 3TOT JOTIOTHUTEIBHEIH TAaCCaXKUp - MEBYIIKa, a
neBymika - Beumu Japnuar. OH cTOsT HA many6e U XKOgajl, KOTga OHM MOMHUMYTCS Ha 60pT, TOMOT
TIEPEKUHYTh [IEBYIIKY Yepe3 Iepuiia, a 3aTeM OTHEC ee B KaioTy. OH ycafus ee XpoMalolllee Teo Ha
caMbIf yooOHBIHM CTY, ToKa CMM pacCTaBIIsAeI Ha IIOTHOCE C MaJIeHbKOU cepe0OpsiHON KOPOOOYKOM
MUCKY CO CIIHPTOM M HECKOJIbKO YHCTHIX OMHTOBBIX CalI(PEeTOK.

"Uro crmyumnoch, Cmu?" cipocun Kpiok, HakprIBasi OeBYIIKY omesiioM. Kazanmoch, oHa Obina B
COCTOSTHHMH ITIOKA.

"He 3Harw, kanuTaH", - orBeTun Cmu. "OHa He X0TeJla OTIYCKATh TKaHb, YTOOH! 5T IIPOBEPHUI, U I
peLus, 4To JIy4llle IIOA0KaaTh" .

Kp1ok noTsHyncs K CKOMKaHHOY TKaHU B pyKe BeHOu, cHadasa HeXHO, HO [IOTOM BCe CUJIbHee, KOra
OHa IOIBITANach OKpenye NpuxaTh ee K rojiose. "YepT BO3bMYU, IeBOYKQ, - IPOPHIYAJ OH, - 1 He
1103BOJTI0 TeOe BecTu cebs TIIyIo, TOKa MEI IIbITaeMcsl Tebe MoMOoYb. My TH IO3BOUIIL HaM
o0paboTaTh TBOIO paHy, UM 5 BHIOpoIy Tebs 3a 60pT". OH OTTSAHYN ee PYKY BHU3 TYION BHYTPEeHHEH
CTOPOHOM CBOETO KPIOKa, a JIeBOX PYKOU Cofpasl TKaHb C ee JIUlla U ILIey, Ihe oHa Oblyia 3ayidnaHa
KpoBbI0. Kak TONBKO TKaHb OblJIa OTOABUHYTA, IpoOiieMa ee paHHl cTajla o4yeBUgHOU. Hap neBrIM
yXOM U TIOf HUM Oblsla T7Iy00Kas paHa, OacHO IiepeceKaBIlas ToOpjio, HO CTAHOBUBINAACS BCe MeJbye.
"Kakas cTpaHHasl paHa', - cka3an Xyk, u CMU ¢ HUM COTJIaCWiIcs. BeHOU BCXIUIIHYJIA, KOTAa BO3AYyX
BOPBAJICSL B €e OTKPHITHIM 0pe3. "BoT, BOT, MOsI KpacaBulla, - CKa3all Kpiok, - Bce He TaK yX IIJI0XO.
OcMeoch IPEedIoioKUTh, UTO 3TO OymeT ropa3no 0onbHee, X0Ts U HeoOxomuMo". OH 0OMaKHYIT
TPSAIKY B MUCKY CO CIIMPTOM ¥ HayaJl IIOXJIONEIBATh BOKPYT [10pe3a, a 3aTeM IIPSIMO I10 HeMy.

Ecnu mo aToro Bennu Griia B 00MOpPOKE, TO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa CIIUPT IT0IaJT Ha PaHy, OHa MPUIIa
B ce0s1. OHa 3aKpHuyYasa U MOMbITalach OTTOJNIKHYTh TPANKY, HO Kpiok Obi cuieH, u CMu IToMoraj
emy. "[ToxarnyiicTa, - IIJlaKana OHa, - 3T0 cnuikoM 6onbHO! TToxkanyiicra, mepectanbre!”

"Celigac, ceiuac, - ycrnokausaa Cmy, - BB IPOCUJIY ITIOMOIIY, ¥ BOT OHAa, MUCC. PaHy HYKHO
npoMeITh". OH MOTIagui ee Mo Imeke. "Xyxke He ObIBAeT, HO BCe HalamUTCs".

OHa oOHapyXuia, 4To XyK YAUBUTENIbHO GepekKHO BHIIOTHSAET CBOIO PabOTy, XOTS €r0 HEKHOCTh
Obl1a Gombllle, 4eM OHa MOTJIa IIPEATIONI0KHUTD 10 ero npeasyioxkennio CMu IPUHECTH A7 Hee CTaKaH
BuCKU. OHa CKOpYMIIa TPUMACy ¥ Hadyalla TOBOPHUTH, YTO He XoTesla Okl HU4Yero, cuacubo, HO OH
YNBIOHYJICS ¥ TTOKa4ast rooBoi. "Ty-Ty, Most Hoporasi, yMalo, B JaHHOM CJIy4ae Jyd4Ile MOCTYIUTh
TakK, KakK MBI [TpefijlaraeM, HHa4e Bhl mpuuuHuTEe cebe 6obiie 6011, yeM HYKHO". CMU BEPHYIICS C
BHCKH, ¥ BeHOu cesana riIoToK, 0 UeM TYT XKe IoxkKasena. BKyc Obl1 He TO 4TOOH! 110X, HO CMYIIa
ee, HO OHa He X0TeJla 3TOTr0. Kpiok HeTepIieInBO OTBEPHYJICS, HO nofan CMU 3HaK IPUCTYTIUTH K



IPYTOMY 3afaHHUIO.

"Mucc, BaM, II0XKasy#, CTOUT ITepeayMaTh O HallUuTKe", - CKa3as OH, BO35ICh C cepeOpsHOM
KOpOoOOYKOM Ha IMogHoce. B Hell nexanyu spKrue YUCThie UTJIH Pa3HBIX pa3MEPOB U KaTyIlIKa KPEIKUX
HUTOK.

Ecnu Obl Benmgu Obiia MeHee Ne30pHeHTHPOBaHa OT 00JIH, OHA MOTJIa OBl IIOHST, /IS YeTO OHU
HYXKHBI, ¥ 3aKpu4aTh. Ho oHa OBIya OIIeIoMIeHa ¥ JIUINh JIEHWBO CMOTPEJIa Ha Mablbl THPAaTa,
BIIeBAIOIIKe HUTKY B UTONKY. UTO OH cobuparcs umTh? OT 9TOro BOmpoca y Hee 3aboiena ronosa, u
OHa TepeKIIIYNIa BHUMaHue Ha Kpioka, KOTOPHIHA TepPIeINBO IMPUKKUMAJ KyCOK TKaHM K ee paHe u
HaOmonan 3a Cmu. Ero Kpiok OBIT IPUXKAT K ee IIPaBoi pyke, yaepxkuBas ee. OHa yIUBUIIACh 9TOMY,
HO He cunbHO. OHa BHU[IeJa, YTO OH HUYYTh He IOCTapes ¥ He U3MeHUICS. Ero BhIOIIMeCs BOJIOCEH IT0-
IpexXHeMy OBbITH ITUHHBIMYA U TEMHBIMM, HACTOJIBKO TEMHBIMH, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIOTJIOIIAIA CBET
BOKPYT HEro, Iafas Ha IJIeYH ¥ CIIYCKAsCh [0 CIIMHE, ITOKPHITON TOHKOW TKaHbI0. ET0 OMPSITHOCTH He
Ka3aJlach TAKOM e HeyMeCTHOM, KaK B IETCTBeE.

OHa Mora OBl TPOAOKATh PA3MBILIUIATE, €CIU OBl KDAaCHEIE BOJIHBI 007U He 3aXJIECTHYIIU ee
yyBCTBa. be3 ee Begoma KpioK U3MeHUII I0JI0KEHUE U, OIMPasCh Ha CBOU BEC, yAepXkKaJl ee B Kpeclie,
B TO BpeMs KaK CMU BOILIET CO CBOeH OiiecTsIel UTJI0N 1 IPOTKHYJ 0YeHb HEXKHYIO KOXY BeHnu.
OHa 3aKpuyasia ¥ IOMbITaach BEIBEPHYTHCS M3-TIOM UTJIbl, HO KPIOK OB CIUIIKOM OLICTD U CHJIeH. B
OJHO MTHOBEHME OH IOJHSJCSA ¥ IEPEKUHYJ COTHYTYIO HOTY 4epe3 ee KOJIeHH, YTOOH! yaepXKaTh ee
IIPSIMO B KPECJIe; ero JieBast pyKa 00BUIIach BOKPYT ee I1eu, YTOOH yIepXKaTh ee TOJIOBY, a ero
KPIOUKOBaTas PyKa U TYJIOBUIIE AepkKalu ee PyKU B 3aMKe. CMU 3aKOHYUJI IEPBLIM CTEXKOK.

B aronuu Benau 3akpuyana: "IloxanyiicTa, OCTaHOBUTECH!".

"Benpu, goporas, - Hadasl XyK, - THl HCTE€Kaelllb KPOBBIO YK€, KaXKeTCs, JOBOJIBHO Hoiro. Pana He
IepecTaHeT KPOBOTOUUTH, ECIIM ee He 3aKPHITh, ¥ 5T 60I0Ch, UTO 3TO €IMHCTBEHHEIN CII0CO0 3aKPHITh
ee, 4TOOBI OHa MOTJIa KakK cliefyeT 3axkuTh". OH CMOTPeJ B ee rjia3a, IOJIHbIE CJIe3, KOTOPhIe
TIePETIONHSIIN UX, ¥, XOTS ero pa3apaxaia HempusTHass Heo0X0OOUMOCTb TIOMOTaTh e, OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI KaJT0CTh. OH CIIPOCHUII TAK MSTKO, KaK TOJIbKO yMen: "Eciu s moobelaro, 4To 3HA0
crroco0 o61eryuTs Bairy 60J1b, BHI COrJIaCUTECH?"

BeHpu 130 Bcex CUJI KMBHYJA, KOTTla €r0 pPyKa KpeIKo BIEeNuIach eil B BOJIOCH. KPIOK KMBHYI B 3HaK
cornacusi CMu, KOTOPBIM ITOCTABUJI [lepef Hel cTaKaH ¢ BUCKU. OHa HaxXMypuiach, HO B3sijla CTaKaH
IPaBoii pyKoii, Korma Kpiok oTmyctun ee pyku. Temeps, IOYYBCTBOBAB 00JIb OT MPOH3UBIIEN KOXKY
UTJIBl, OHa 6e3 TpyHda BhIMKIIA CBOM IEPBHIH cTakaH BUCKKU. OHa mocMoTpesna Ha Kpioka moBepx
IIyCTOr'0 CTakKaHa. "MHe HyXHO ele?"

Cwmu nomaBun cMeX, a 6poBu Kpioka IpUIOHSAIUCE, ¥ OH yABIOHYCS. "O, 1 myMaro, 9Toro 6ymeT
BIIOJIHE [OCTATOYHO [JIs YeJlOBeKa Balllero pa3Mepa, eciiy, KOHEeYHO, Y Bac ellje HeT CUJIbHOU
npuBbyku". OH, KOHEYHO, ObLJI IPaB, ¥ OHa yKe [TOYyBCTBOBaa 3G deKT, KOroa OH CHOBA CXKall ee
PYKH ¥ NIPOBEJ JIal0HbIO 110 JI0Y, 4TOOH yepKaTh ee Ha MecTe. CMU OCTOPOXKHO IPUCTYIIUT K
pabote. OHa 4yBCTBOBa/a, KaK HAKJIagbIBAIOTCS IIBH], HO 3TO YYBCTBO IIPUTYIUIIOCH, U OHA TOIHKO
elle HEMHOTO0 nomtakana. OHa CIUIIKOM ycTanla, YTOOH! JlakaTh. B OCHOBHOM OHa CMOTpeJa BBepX,
Ha eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIa SICHO BUMIETh, KOT'Tla JIeTKoe OIbsiHeHue U 00JIb O0JIeBalu €e.



TaMm, Hap Helt, ObIIM [IBa T'Jla3a, KOTOPHE HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0kITh. OH He OTJISIOBIBAJICS, U OHa Oblla pafa
aTomy. YTO-TO BHYTPHU Hee IIOHUMAJIO, YTO, eC/id OBl OH 9TO CHesall, OHA He CMOTJIa OBl yIepkKaThCs OT
TOTO, YTOOBI HEe CKa3aTh "MPOCTH MeHs" ThICIYY pa3. OHa XKaxX[aja 3TOr0; OHa X0TeJla CKa3aTh eMy,
YTO He UMeJla B BUAY, YTO Obl OHA HU CKa3aJjia TakK faBHO. Eif HyxKHO OBIJI0, YTOOBI OH 3HAJ, YTO
Telepb OHa BCe IIOHMMaeT JIy4lIe.

BeHau sspoCTHO Moprajia, CMaxuBasi HOBBIE CJIe3BI, HO He OTBOMWIIA B3IJIsa OT ero ria3. OHa CHOBa U
CHOBA MCKaJla B HUX YTO-TO, YeMy He MOTJjIa JaTh Ha3BaHUs, U He 3aMeTusa, Kak OHM UCYEe3]IH U3
TI0JIS ee 3peHus, Korna CMU 3aKOHYUJI IPOLIeyPy ¥ IPUHSICSA 00MaThIBaTh MATKUMU II0JIOCKaMHU
TKaHU ee I1elo ¥ nogdoponok. OHa He 3aMeTua, Kak ee OTHeC/IM Ha OOJIbIION AWBAH U YIOXKWUIN, KakK
3aBUHYJIH 3a CIIUHY O0NblINe TOAYIIKY, YTOOH OHA He IIepPeBEpPHYJIAch U He MTOBPeAusIa paHy, Kak
YVKpBITH ee omesimamu. OHa Io-IpeXHeMY BUfella TOJILKO eTo I'/la3a U, Jiexka B IOJIyCHe, IOHUMaJa,
yTO 6€3 ero MOMOIIM HUKOTa He HaugeT To, 4To uieT. Ee Mup mpeBpaTUIICS B HOBYIO KapTHHY,
KOTOPYIO OHa He MOTJIa ITpouecTh. [TuTep ocTaBuI ee cTpapaTh, a Kpiok B3s ee K cebe. OHa He
COMHEBaJIacCh, YTO Y IIEpaTa MOTYT ObITh CKPHITHIE MOTHBHI, HO OH OBIJT JOCTATOYHO HOOP, YTOOH
TIOMOYb e}, KoTHa OHa mompocuia. [Touemy? He3HakoMasi TEPPUTOPUS U OTCYTCTBUE NETCKOU BEPHL B
TO, YTO OH - aOCOJTIIOTHOE 3710, ITyTa/IH, ¥ OHa 60sJIack ero Kak HUKOTa.

U eiie Oosbllie B3BOJIHOBAHA.
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