I'maBa 812 — TaM... KTO-TO eCTh!
Koneuno ke bait Csiouanb cpa3dy MOHSJ, 0 YEM OH AyMaer.

«JTOT IapeHb CHOBa 3aMeyYTaJICsl O TOM, KaK ITOBEprHeT MeHs U OyeT nonupaTh HOTaMu...» - bai
CstoyaHb 3aMOprajl OT TOTO, HACKOIBKO 3a6aBHOM OblyIa 9Ta CUTYaLXs, OH CPa3dy MOAyMall O TOM, YTO
ecru Cyn L1093 y3HaeT, KTO JKe OH TaKO! Ha caMmoM fene... KakuM e OyHeT BrIpaxkeHUe ero auia?

OpHako oH TYT XK€ II0O9yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO YK€ 6yneT HaCTOAIIIUM U30EBATEIIECTBOM.

«JlaiHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 51 €T0 OO U Y MEeHS YUCTOoe U JoOpoe cepplle, I03TOMY 51 He CTaHy
pacckas3biBaTh EMY 3Ty XKECTOKYIO IIPaBAy IPSIMO ceiyac», - bait Cso4aHb MPSIMO BOOXYIIEBUIICS OT
TOT'0, KAKOW JKe OH XOpOILINH 4ejoBeK, 0cO6eHHO B oTHOMEHWH CyH LI310HBBaH, €ro BEPHOCTH e
Oblyia HemoKojie01Ma, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB He 3PSl OPEBHSS TOTOBOPKA TJIAaCUT: JIIOOUIIL MeHS, JIo0u 1
MO0 co0aKy.

- JlagHO, OTHBEIHE THI Oy[Iellb XKUTh U YCePIHO TPEHUPOBAThCS 3[ECh, - BCE 00bsicHUB bait CssouaHb
norpocun CyH 1103 ynaguts Bce popManbHOCTH, 4TOOH CyH 1103 ObII Ha3HAYEH OYXOBHBIM CIIYTOM.

CyH 11105 rimy00KO0 B3IOXHYII U MTOCIEIINIT IOYTUTEIbHO IIOKJIOHUTHCS. B myIie oH OBITT O4eHb
B3BOJIHOBaH, iyMasi, YTO ITOKa OH iepkKuTcs 3a balt Xao, o baii CsoyaHe MOXKHO 3a0BITh!

[ToaTOMYy, XOTSI OH BCE €I1l€ YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHU HAXOMSTCS II0 pa3Hble CTOPOHBI OappuKan, OH
ybexman ce0st, YTO JOJIKEH IMONTH Ha 3TOT KOMIIPOMKCC Pagu COOCTBEHHOTO BRIKUBAHMS,
yCIIOKauBas CBOE Ceplle.

Pa3zo6pasmmics ¢ CyH 103, Bait CsiouaHb BHIIIEI BO ABOP U OTJISAENCS. YKe CTOs/Ia IIO3THSS HOYb,
He0o ITOTEMHENO, U BCsl 3anmpeTHast 30Ha Peku 3arpo6Horo Mupa 3aTuxia.

B T'opone Benukoro MMmmepaTopa B 3TO BpeMs HOYHAS XXKU3Hb TOIbBKO HaUMHAIacCh, ¥ Jaxke eClIu B
[TomecTbe MHCIEKIMYU OBLIO THXO, IIIyM BHEIIHETO MUPA BCE PaBHO AOHOCHUIICS TYHa.

Ho 3mech, Kak BHYTPH, TaK U CHapyxu, ObI710 04eHb Tux0, bait Cso4aHI0 faxe CTasio HEMHOTO He 110
cebe, TO3TOMY OH XJIOIIHYJI 110 CyMKe, fOCTaB OallIHIo-AyIleXpaHuInile, OTKyOa cpa3y BeiieTen bai
Xao.

- Macrep, ata 3anpeTtHas 3eminst Peku 3arpo6Horo Mupa Ha MOM B3TTISI YeM-TO II0X0Xka Ha YaWHUK
Ouumenus [Oyul... 3eCb OGHOBPEMEHHO CIIETAIOTCS S9HEPTUU KU3HU U CMEPTHU, UTO OYEHb CTPAHHO,
HO [JIs OyIIY OHU CO3JaloT OYeHb IUTATENIbHYI0 CPeNy, - Cpa3y mocie nossiaeHus bai Xao 3aMeTun
YHUKaJIbHYI0 0COOEHHOCTD 3TOT'0 MeCTa U IIENOTOM nofenuics ek ¢ bait CgoyaHeM.

- OueHb UTATENIBHYIO? - yCIbiaB 3T0 bait Csgoyanb nmpucMoTtpesics K bait Xao 1 00HapyKUJI, YTO €T0
TEJIO OYIIX BHTIAAUT 60Jiee MaTepuaibHBIM, YeM 0OLIYHO, UeMy O4YeHb 06pagoBascs.

Bait Xao, Toxe YOUBIEHHKIN 3TUM, CeJl B 1103y JIOTOCA U TJIyOOKO BOOXHYJ. BHE3amHo, Ipou30IIIIo
IOBUXKEHVEe HEKOU 9Hepruu, Kotopyto bau Csso4yaHb He MOT BULETH, JIUIIb OLIYIIaTh, U OHA Hadasa
BIIMBATHCS B Teyno ban Xao.

Bait Csgouanb, BUOs 9T0, 00pagoBajcs elneé O0JIbIle: OH MOAYMaJl, YTO XOTSI 9TO MECTO U BHITTISAUT
O4YeHb CKYYHHIM, pa3 OHO I10JIe3HO Xa0-3py, TO MOXKHO 3[eCh 3aiepKaThCs U IOHOJIbIIIE.

IToka bai Xao 3aHMMAaCs caMOCOBePIIeHCTBOBaHUEM, bayt Css04aHb BOCIOIb30BAJICSI CBOUM
002KeCTBEeHHEIM YyBCTBOM, HallpaBUB ero B 3anpeTHYyIo 30Hy Peku [TogzemMuoro Mupa. Ha camom



mene 970 Oblyla He 04eHb 0oJibIas 00/1acTh. 3eCh HaX0Ouaach BO3BIIIEHHOCTh, B CaMOU BEICOKOM
TOYKe KOTOPOU U pacliojiarajacs BOEHHBIN Jlarepb. A BHU3Y CKJIOHA, YyTh B OTAAJIEHUHU [IPOJIeTasio
PYCJI0 IIepecoXIIen PeKH.

ViMeHHO TaM, B [TOJIHOYb, U MOSIBIIsIack Peka 3arpo6Horo Mupa. HeMHOT0 0CMOTPEBIINICH BOKPYT,
Bait CsiouaHb OTBEJ CBOM 00KECTBEHHbLIE UYBCTBA, U CEJI, CKDECTUB HOTH, PSAIOM CO CBOUM YUEHUKOM,
OXpaHss ero MoKoi, OMHOBPEMEHHO IIPOTOHSS B CBOEM YMe BCe 3Tallbl OYUIIEeHUS
BOCEMHAAlaTUIIBETHOTO [IJTaMeHH, CTPEMSICh OTTOYHUTH U JIy4Ille OCBOUTH IIPOIECC ero OUUCTKY, Nalkl
IIIAHCH Ha YCIIeX CTaJIM eIlé BHILIE.

BpemMs 11710, 1 OJTHOYH CTAHOBUJIACH BCE Onuxke. YcTpous Bce popmanbHOCcTH ¢ CyH 1109, YxKoy
VicuH TakxkKe 06CynuIl psf BOIIPOCOB O 3aluTe U 6€301aCHOCTH 3TOro MecTa Cc Y [lao. BepHyBImNCE, U
yBumeB, 4To ba# Csiouanb u bait Xao MeIUTUPYIOT, OH TOXKe CeJl HelIOdaIéKy, OXPaHsIsa uxX 000uX.

[TocTenenHo HeGO CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE TEMHEe U TEMHee, ITI0Ka He UCYe3JIU ake HaMEKH Ha
COJIHEYHBIN CBeT. Temneps 3eMJTI0 OCBEIIAY JIUIIh JIyHa U 3BE3[Hl. B 9TOT MOMEHT B BOPOTa, BeOylIue
BO [IBOp OMa, KTO-TO IocTyy4as. bau Csgo4aHb MeieHHO OTKpLUI rita3a. OH yBupgen, uto Yxkoy Ycun
y2Ke HallpaBJIeTCs K BOPOTaM U OTKPHIBAeT UX. B HUX TyT ke Boméen YV [lao ¥ MOUYTUTENIHHO, HAaKPHIB
KyJlaK JIafiloHbIO, IOKJIOHUJICSA ba Cgo4aHo.

- Benmukuit mactep Baii, Peka 3arpo6Horo Mupa ckKopo siBUT ce0si. XOTs [Jis Hac, IPOCTHIX COJI/IAT,
3TO y2Ke CTasio OOBIYHBEIM [I€JIOM, [JIS Bac, BeuKui MacTep bait aTo GymeT Buepshie... [loyaraio Bam
He CTOUT yIyCKaTh 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.

9To mpaBAa, S HUKOTMA pPaHbIlle He BUAEI 3TOr0. TOBAPHII IO Hao Y, HE XOTUTE OCTAThCS U
TIOCMOTPETH Ha 9TO BMECTe CO MHOM? - ¢ ynbiOKoit Baii CstouaHb mpeasoxkuin Y J1ao COCTaBUTh €My
KoMIaHuo0. TOT GBI paj CILIIATh 3TO, Cey psimoM ¢ Bait CssoyaHeM, HayaB Pa3roOBOP.

- Korga s Buepsrie yBupen Peky 3arpo6Horo Mupa, To OB IeMCTBUTEIBHO IIOTPSICEH, - Ka3all OH, U
6J1eCK TIOSIBUJICS B €T0 ri1a3ax, - Kak 6yTo MHOM MUP OTKPBUICS IepPel MOUMHU Tila3aMu. ITO OBIIO
IeNCTBUTEILHO MoTpsicaomle. OH yKe X0Tes H00aBUTh YTO-TO eIll€, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT I'POX0YYIIre
3BYKH IIPO3BYyYau ¢ Hebec.

9TOT 3BYK IIPO3BYy4a I0oJ00HO TPOMY, pa3HOCICh BOKPYT. bait Csiouans u Yxkoy MicuH HEBOJIBHO
TIOJTHSIIU TOJIOBHL K HeOecaM. UM nuie YV [lao ocTancs HEBO3MYTUM, IIPOAOJIKUB Pa3roBop.

- Ve mouTtu monHo4b ¥ Peka 3arpo0HOro Mupa BOT-BOT IOSIBUTCS!

Kax TO/bKO OH 3TO HpOI/IBHéC, TéMHBIe Hebeca CHOBA 3arpoxoTajin. OHHOBpeMeHHO C 3TUM I'DOXOTOM,
yacTh HeOa, Ka3aa0Ch, Hadasla HCKaxkaThCsa. M 0051acTh 9TOT0 HCKaKEeHUS IIPOTAHYJIAChk Ha ONEeCATKH
TBICAY METPOB, 3allOJIHAA YYTh JIX HE IOJTIOBUHY HeOba.

Byns, 6ynb, Oyb...

Pa3pmanmock 4TO-TO CX03Ke CO 3BYyKOM TEKYILeH BOMH, ¥ 3BYK 3TOT CTAHOBUJICS BCE YETYE U siCHee. B To
JKe BpeMs TyMaH HayaJl 3alojHATh 3anpeTHyio 30Hy Peku 3arpo6Horo Mupa... ITOT TyMaH ObLI
HaIlOJIHEH XO0JI00M CMEePTH, TaKUM, YTO CIIOCOOEH 3aMOPO3UTh BCE, YTO YTOTHO BOKPYT.

Ha camom fenie GBICTPO CTasIO TaK XOJIOOHO, UTO BEILOXM Ha JIETY CTaJlK IIpeBpaIiaThCs B Oebli map,
mapsImyi 10 BO3OYXY...

Bait Csgo4aHb cpa3y MOT CKa3aTh, YTO aypa CMEPTH, HAIOJHIomast 06/1acTh, Oblla HEBEPOSITHO
CUJIbHOM. B m060M ApyroM MecTe 37eCh IMOBCIOAY BCE yKe OBII0 OBl 3aM0THEHO MCTATEIbHEIMU



OylIaMu.
Ho moka uto ba# Xao ocTtaBasncsi eIMHCTBEHHBIM BUAMMBIM IPHU3PaKOM 3[ECh.

[Toka Ba#t CsiouaHb C MI0OOMBITCTBOM OCMATPHUBAJICS, 3BYKY BOIBI CTAHOBUIIUCEH BCE IPOMYE, a
HCKaXXeHus B HeOe BCE CHUITbHEE, Ka3aJIoCh TaM Pa3phIBAETCS CaMO IMMPOCTPAHCTBO U BPEMS.
HWckaxeHUs HOCTUTIIM BLICOXIIIETO PyCJia ¥ BHE3aIHO Lieflast peKa BopBaJiach Tyfa U3 HUOTKY[a...

[Tox HeomucyeMbIl IPOXOT Iiejlasl BeIMYeCTBEHHAs peKa 3allojIHIIIa BhICoXIIee pyciio. Bypns u
3aKpy4HuBasiCh IIOTOK ITOHECCS BAAJb.

OTa peka He BHITJISIAENa YUCTOM, HA0060POT, OHA OblTa yrpoxKarwule-4épHo. C MOsIBIEHUEM 3TOT0
IIOTOKA 3allpeTHast 30Ha HAIOJIHUIIACE emé 0ojiee MOLIHOM aypol CMepPTH, a TYMaH CTaJl eIé
noTHee. BoenHast 6a3a Ha BO3BLIIIIEHHOCTH He OblJIa 3aTPOHYTA, U IIPU 3TOM €€ TI0JI0KEeHHe
1103B0oJIsL10 Bat Cgouanio HabIIogaTh BCe IeTaId COOLITUS.

[TocTenmeHHO CTAI0 IOHSATHO, YTO OIr'POMHO€ KOJIM4YECTBO MCTUTEJIBHEIX OYIIT HAIIOJITHAET BOOY. Kakne-
TO KpH4Yallk, KaKue-TO CIIaJid, HEKOTOPEIE€ OTHYAaAHHO IIBEITAJINCh BbI6paTbC5{, HEKOTOpPEIE CMESIIUCE.
OpHaKO BCexX UX MOTOK PeKu HeyMOJIMMO YHOCHII JaJIbIlle, II0Ka OHU HE UCYEe3aJId BOAJIH.

Bait Cso4danb OblT TOTPSICEH, Haxe bait Xao pacmaxHy rja3a OT yIUBIeHUS.

Yxkoy McuH ToXKe pe3ko axHyl1. OmHako Y [ao, SBHO yKe IPUBLIK K 9TOMY 3PEJIHUIIY, YIbIOHYBIIUCS,
OH IPOU3HEC: «MHl OTCIIeUIIH PEKY 10 e€ KOHIA, B HECKOJIBKMX JeCITKaX KMJIOMETPOB 0TCIofa. Tam
CTOUT caMasi 0ObIYHAS rOpa, B KOTOPOH peKa IIPOCTo ucye3aeT. [lomoOHOe MPOUCXOOUT KaXk Iyl HOYb
¥ [IJTUTCS IO CaMOT'0 paccBeTa...»

CocpenoTouuB BCE BHUMaHNE Ha peke, 6aii CsoyaHb MOOHANCS Ha HOTHA. EMy OBIJT 0UeHb TI000TIEITEH
atoT Bompoc. OH MHOT0 Yero y3Han o Peke 3arpo6Horo Mupa ¢ Tex mop, Kak oKa3ajcs B JUKUX
3eMJISIX, HO O ITOIOOHKIX IeTasIsIX CIIBIIIAI BIIEPBHIE.

- CornacHo nerespam, - npobopmotan Yxkoy Mcus, - HacTosamui KoHel Pexu 3arpo6uoro Mupa... Bo
IBopue MMnepaTopa 3arpo6Horo Mupa, TMYHOCTH KOTOPO# MOKJIOHSIOTCS BCe B [JUKUX 3eMIISX...
VimmepaTopa 3arpo6Horo Mwupa!

Baii Csgo4yaHb TakxXKe CIBIIIAN HeMaJo jeresy o6 VimnepaTtope 3arpo6Horo Mupa, 1 HEBOJIBHO
BHUMAaTeJIbHee BIJISfIeNICSl CKBO3b TyMaH B Pexy 3arpo6Horo Mupa.

Crouno eMy 3TO CHeNlaTh, KaK APOXKb IPOIIIA II0 ero Tely, a ero Ila3a MOTPSICEHHO PaClaXHYJUCh.
Yka3biBasl Ha peKy OH, axHyB, IPOU3HEC: «TaM... KTO-TO €CTh!»

Yxkoy Mcun u ¥V [Tao o0a ObUTH IIOKMPOBAHEI ¥ TOXKE Hadald BCMAaTPUBAThCS B Gepera peku. OgHaKO
HU OJIMH U3 HUX HUYEro TaM He yBUOET.

- {1 HUKOT0 He BUXY... - CKa3asl Yxkoy HMcus.

- Bet ero He BupmuTe? CMoTpuTe, psiMo BoH TaM! Ctapuk... OH 00eT C Y4EPHYIO0 MAHTHUIO... ¥ IIPOCTO
cunouT Ha Oepery... - ba# CsiouHab JaXke 3aKPhUI rjla3a HEHAMOJIT0, a IIOTOM CHOBA ITOCMOTPEN TyAa.
OmpenenénHoO, Ha Oepery peku Cupies CTapyuK B YEPHOM MaHTHUM, CIMHOM K HUM. BHIIO ITOX0XKe, YTO
OH... ppIOayuT!
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