OrHeHHO-KpacHOe 1 6e3yMHOe IIJlaMst BOPYT 3aIl0JTHUIIO BCI0 MaJeHbKYIO BUIITY. 3Ol ¥ KOT'TU OBILITH
oOHaxKeHHI, Kap OBIJT aHOMAJILHEIM, BHEILITHSISI CTEHA CJIOBHO OyMakKHas IacTa, C IIUIISIIAM 3BYKOM
OHa medhopMHUPOBaNach OT OTHS.BHYTPY IPOH3UTE IbHEIE ITPOKIATHS U KPUKYU OBIM OTYASTHHBIMU U
TparuuyeckuMu.— ®au L[gHbXaHb, TH YMpelb—B Mope orus OblT Yel0BeK, CMeIoIuiics 6e3yMHO:
"Xa-xa-xa... HeT, 9T0 THl yMpellb..."OH IpeKpaTuil cBoe 6e3yMHOe cMex 1 Ha0mofas 3a TpeMs
¢urypamu, myTIUBO TONKAIOIIKUMU APYT OPyra B OTHE, XOJIOOHEIMHU I'1a3aMu. XM, Bce OHU XKafHblEe U
Oesoria3bie BOIKY B YeJIOBEYECKOM KOXKE, ¥ KOT[Ia OHU YMUPAIOT, OHU BCE ellle TOJIKAIT APYTHUX,
yTOOBI 3aCJIOHUTH OT'OHb, KOTHa Oefga HaBuCHET. OOBIYHO OHU MTPUTBOPSIOTCS TOOPHIME U
TIOCTYIIHBIMY, YTOOBI 00MaHyTh MUD, ¥ OHU TOXKE XOPOIIue JIIou, fenas 60/bIIoM upK B Mupe.OH
oOpaTus CBOM Ija3a Ha Tojmy, 6eryiyio u3faneka, ¥ yCIbllan pe3kue IPOKIATUSA B CBOUX YIIIaX, €ro
IJ1a3a HalOJIHUIKCH o0erdenueM: "Mama, s 0OTOMCTHUT 3a Te04...""0yM—"B3phIBE B3MBUIU B HE0O, U
MaJieHbKas BHUJIIa Obla MOJTHOCThIO0 pa3pyiieHa! [TpoKIsATHS TpeKpaTUIuch———B POCKOIITHOM 1
atMocdepHOi BUIIIIe, B MaJIeHbKOM 6ecropsimoYyHON KOMHaTe. TOHKOe ofesizio, KOTopoe OBII0
BLICTHPAHO ¥ BBILBEJIO, M MaJleHbKas KPOBaTh C THUIBIMU HOXKKaMu.JIUI0 IeBYIIKHA pa3MepoM C
JIaJOHb OBIJIO 3aJIUTO IIOTOM, €€ YepHBIe BOJIOCH ObLIM O€CIIOPSINOYHO IPUIKIIIIY K JIUITY, €€ PECHHUIIBI
TpereTasy, ¥ OHa BHTJIgeNa TakKou c1aboii, Kak KoTeHOK.Ee OnefqHble ManeHbKHe T'yObl IIeNTany,
OpoBu OBUIM CUIBHO CXKAaThl, OYATO OHa BHUeEJa YTO-TO HEIPUATHOE BO CHE, PECHUIIBI TPeIeTau Bce
oricTpee u ObicTpee—"Hamnyrana—" BHe3ammHO pa3falicsl TUXUM KPUK, U IeByIIKa BAPYT BCTala C
KPOBaTHU.B TeMHEIX I'JlTa3aX MeJIbKHYJIO CBUPEIIoe BrIpaxkeHrue. BMecTo 3Toro oHa GBICTPO ¥ OOUTENIbHO
orJisgferna KOMHATY, CJIOBHO OBICTPHIM M CBUPETIHIH JIe0mapH, TOTOBRIM K IeMCTBUIO, U €CIIK OB
TIOSIBUJICST KAKOM-TO NMpU3HaK Oefibl, OHA MOria Obl GLICTPO BCKOUMThL M HAHECTU CMEPTEJIbHEIN yiap
Bpary.HO—Ilepeq Hell cTapoe aHTHKBapHOE KOMIIBIOTEPHOE YCTPOMCTBO I'y[esI0 U Bpalllajoch, U Ha
9KpaHe Obs10 n300pakeHre YeloBeKa, KOTOPHIM OHa HEHaBUfesa 0 cMepTu—leByIlIKa 3aMepiia Ha
MTHOBEHME, OCTPO OCO3HaB, UTO-TO He TaK. Pa3Be OHa He B30pBajia TO OTBPATUTEIbHOE CEMENCTBO U
He rorubsa B orHe cama?Ho Temneps, 4To nmpoucxonuT?Ee ria3a mpocKaHUPOBAIN OKPYXKEHUeE,
MpayHas, TeMHas 1 00BeTIasasi MaJleHbKass KOMHAaTa Obljla II0JIHA Pa30PBaHHBIX KHUT ¥ XJIaMa, a
TaKXe aHTMKBAPHOT'0 KOMIThIOTEePa, KOTOPHIM OHa 3apaboTasa Ha padoTe.Bce 3HaKOMO, HO Tak
CTpPaHHO, Pa3Be 3TO He ee MaJleHbKas KOMHaTa [0 KOHIIa CBeTa?MrHOBeHUe MOMOPIIUBIIKACE, OHA
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOM PYKH, KOTOPHIE BCe elrle Obliu OeTBIMU C HECKOJBKUMU MO30JIIMHU, JaleKUMU OT
PYK, IOKPBHITEIX MO3aWYHEIMU TPEIIMHAMU B ee MaMsATh.BHe3amHoe 3aTpyNHEHNE ObIXaHUS, OHA B
TIaHWKe ITPUKOCHYIACh K CBOEMY JIHUIY PyKaMH, OHO OBIIIO TTIagKUM M MATKHUM, 0e3 KakKux-mu0o
mpamoB...9To—Kak OyaTo 0oHa 4TO-TO BCIIOMHUIIA, OHa COPOCHUJIA OfiesiyIoO U MOJIHOCThI0 HTHOPUPOBAa
xonopn 60CEIMK HOTaMH, 3afiefla HECKOJIbKO CTOTIOK KHUT I10 ITyTH, CIIOTKHYJIaCh ¥ CXBaTujla 3epKaJio
Ha pa30UTOM CTOJIe, YTOOH B3T/ISAHYTh."ITO 51, HemepopMupoBaHHas s1? Kak 3T0 MoxkeT OBITh, KaK 3TO
MoxkeT ObITh..." ['71a3a craboii JeBYIIKY B 3epKasie ObLIM IIOJIHH 1II0Ka ¥ pacTepsHHOCTH."Heyxenu
3TO BO3BpallleHre U3 MepTBLIX?" Byny4yu 4es0BeKOM, KOTOPHIM B AETCTBE UMeJl IeJI0 TOJIBKO C
KHUTAMH, OHA, eCTECTBEHHO, YKTajla 3T (PaHTaCTHYECKHEe KHUTH, KOTOPBIE BEI3EIBAIOT JTIOOOMBEITCTBO
U IIOTPYyKaloT Teso ¥ pa3yM. OHa cYuTana 3TO 0YeHb 3a0aBHBIM, HO TETEPh el MPUIITIOCh TIOBEPUTH B
3T0.B ee rnazax MeIbKHYJIO HaclaxaeHue, U OHa Opocuiiach K KOMIIBIOTEPY, UYTOOH IIPOBEPUTH ATy
Ha HeM."15 ¢eBpans 2040 roga, mecsaThb JIeT Ha3al, 3a IMOJIMECSIa 0 KOHIa CBeTa, Xa-Xa-Xa... Xa-Xa-
Xa... 1 BEPHYJIach, BEPHYACk..."Uepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMst U3HavyalbHas yIbli0Ka BOPYT MCYEe37Ia, U B ee
rJla3ax BCIBIXHYJIO X0nopHoe cusgHue: "®an Jlul, JIto duyxu, ®an [{luaxXaHb, Ha 3TOT pa3 g CHesai
Ballly XKM3Hb XyXKe CMePTH 10 KoHIla cBeTa— "Ha ee 6negHoM u ciiabom nuiie 66110 6€3:Kal0CTHOE
BhIpazkeHune. XM, B cepaile mpobexkano 03H00.ToIbKOo Torma OHa 0CO3Hasa, YTo ceryac 3UMa, B ee
TEMHBIX TJIa3aX MeJIbKHYJIO pa3fpaXkeHue, OHa IToTepya PyKY U MpHITHY/Ia 00paTHO Ha KPOBaTh.
OpHakOo TOHKOE Ofiesiyio BCE PaBHO He MOTJIO MOKPHITh CUJIbHBIN X0104.Cuad 1o OfesijioM, 4yepes
HEKOTOPOe BpeMS paHee JTUXOpafoyHas MBICIIb IIOCTEIIEHHO YCIIOKOUIIach, ¥ OHa Havyaja AyMaTh O
Tekyuei cutyanuu.OHa, ®an LissHbXaHb, NOJXKHa OBITH BoceMHapaTH neT. C cymnep BrIcOKuM IQ, oHa
CaMOCTOSITEJIbHO 3aBepIlniia YHUBEPCUTETCKUE KYPCH U YCIEIUIHO II0Iy4Yusia AUIIOM (aKyIbTeTa
KOMITbIOTEPHBIX HayK. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa TaK¥Ke SBISETCS OOHUM K3 JIYUIINX XaKepoB B
HuTtepHeTe. KOHEYHO, HUKTO B CeEMbe 00 3TOM He 3HaJl, MHa4e OHa Obl He MMPOoXKuJja Tak gonro.n



IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOM OHAa XKUBET B 3TOM POCKOIITHOM BUJIJIe B MaleHbKOM 0OBETIIANION TOACOOHOM
KOMHaTe, 04eHb mpocTa. Otell I'y Cio9 He M06HTT ee, HO Madyexa IIPOCTO u3feBaiack Hax Hew. Ecnu s
X04y 00BSICHUTD 3TOT BOIpoc Oojiee mogpoOHO, MoK OTel] — Oesloria3biii BOJIK.B ee SpKUX 4ePHBIX
r7a3ax MeJbKHYJIO XOJIOMHOe CUsiHMe. PaHblile, CeMbsi MOe# MaMbl Oblsia 60/bIIuM hepMepoM B
nepeBHe. C IIOMOIIBIO JeMyIIKN OHU apeHoBayu 60jee THICIYM aKPOB 3eMJIU U CTaId CaMbIM
foraThIM 4JIeHOM fiepeBHU.A Mama Orvlna OaoBaHHOM U TI00MMOM AEeAYIIKOM C IeTCTBa U CTajla
IIBETKOM [IepeBHU. XOTSI OHa He UMeJla BLICOKOT0 00pa30oBaHus, OHa Oblfla YHUCTOU U M0OpOM, Kak
nmenvKaTHas JaMa B boudoir B mpeBHME BpeMeHa.OgHaxKabl, KOTa OH BhIIIEN IIOBECETIUTHCS, OH
CIy4alHO cIac TOPOMACKOro MapHs C BEICOKUM YPOBHEM 00pa30BaHUsI, CEMbsS KOTOPOTO
00aHKpOTHIACh, ¥ €T0 IIPecyiefloBaiyd NOJTH, TO eCcTh Oeorna3siit Bojak ®an JIun.[Jeayiika CMOTpeN
Ha HEero Kak Ha HeXHOr'0, KpaCHBOTr0 ¥ 00pa30BaHHOT0, ¥ MaMa ITOCTEIIEHHO BIII0OKIIach B HET'O IIOCIIEe
TOTO, KakK ee 00MaHYJId ero peubio, ¥ IBoe BMecTe.[leyIiKa momMor noracuth gonru ®ax JIuHa u
mepenasn eMy Bce CEMEMHOe UMYIIECTBO, U OH yIIesl B TeYEHHE OBYX JIET. A 3TO TaKXKe Havalo
cTpamaHui MaMbl——®aH JIMH, H3HAYaIbHO MMOJaBIeHHEIM O0TATHIM BTOPOM IOKOJIEHHE, Hadal
IIPOSIBNIATHCS, ¥ OH BHIXOJMJI 3aMy2K 3a MaMy, Korfia oHa Oblyia 6epeMeHHa OpaToM. KoHeuHo, OHa He
pofuiach TOrfa, ¥ OHa y3Hana 00 3ToM no3xe.Cpefu ero XKeHIIKWH Oblsla ero Madexa, JIio duxu. ITta
JKeHIHa Oblza IPeBOCXOOHOU U YCIENTHO TePEeNphITHYIa Yepe3 MHOTUX XKEeHIIUH, YTOOL 3aBOEBaTh
cepnue ®an JIluna. [To3:ke, BO BTOPOM I'ofy, KOria €ro MaMa POfuiia ero TOJIBKO ITOIToga Ha3af, OHa
OTKPBITO M3HACHUIIOBAJIA. IpUBeJia 00paTHO.Mi3HaYaIbHO YYBCTBUTEIIbHAS U IeIMKATHAS MaMa Obla
cnaboit u 06MaHYKUBOM. [Tociie TOTEpH 3alUTH AeOYIIKKA OHa OblJla He YeM MHBIM, KaK MaJIeHbKON
neBoukou.[Tox n3meBaTeIbCTBOM TOM IMapkl CoOAK U MYKYMH, OHa CTAHOBUJIACh BCE Oojiee u Gonee
M3MOXK[IEHHO! MeHb 3a THEM, U, HaKOHEII, IToCcJie TIOXUIeHus: OpaTa, OHa CTajla OelPeCCUBHON U
ymepia!B To BpeMs oHa Obljla BCETO JIUIIb TPEX JIeT. [Ipyrue gyMalu, YTO OHa HUYEro He TIOMHUT, U
OHa BCe eIrle OblJTa IEBOYKOM, II09TOMY Mauyexa He IPeOIpHHsia HUKakux Mep.Ho oHa SICHO TTOMHUT,
YTO OHa OBINIa MMPOCBEIeHHOW PaHo, ¥ OHA yXKe CMYTHO IIOMHMIIA JTI0fied, Korfa ey ObIIo IBa rofa, C
MaMUHEIM HEeKHEIM U T00g1uM o0batueM; ®an JIud 6enoria3slii BOIK 37100HEIE CI0Ba; IUHU3M.B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9T0O OBIIIO HOBOCTh O TOM, UTO CTapuIui 6paT Obl1 00MaHyT 37101 KEeHIIUHON U CTall
IOCJIeHE! COJIOMUHKOM, KOTOpas cioMasa MaMy. OHa HeHaBUfe/la, HEHaBUela TeX TPeX KafHbIX
Oesoria3bix BOJIKOB B UeJI0BeUECKOM KoxKe——HO0 B To BpeMs oHa Oblfla MOJIOAA, U laXKe OMEKYHCTBO
Hay co6o¥ BCe ellle HAXOMUIIOCh B PyKax 6eJioriia3oro Bojka. [109ToMy OHM MOTJIM TOJIBKO MIPUHSTH
3TO, HO, K CYaCThi0, €6 MAMUHLIN C1abblii TUK He OB yTpo30¥ B X ria3ax.O0kYHO OHA Oblla KOpOBa
¥ KOHb Ha UX CIyxk0e, HO HUKTO He 3aMeydall ee HelPaBUIbHOCTh.3a UCKIIIoUeHueM Toro, uto ®aun
lluuxaHb 3aBU0OBAJI €€ KPaCHBOMY JIUIy U YaCTO CO3[aBa MPoOieMEl, ee KU3Hb OblJla HEMHOTO
TPYZHOU, HO HEIIJIOXOM.
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