B3nmoxHyB, 0H BO300OHOBUJI CBOM OCTOPOXKHEIM IIyTh B CTOPOHY T'0J10COB X0001TOB. Korma oH 11e71, ero
HOTa HaCTyIUJla He Ha KaMeHb, @ Ha YTO-TO APYroe, U3-I0of HOT pa3fasiCs IPUTTTYLIeHHbIH 3B0H, U OH
IIOHSJI, YTO HACTYIWI Ha YTO-TO MeTajuindyeckoe. OH ONYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU, CTapasiCh He IIOBPEeIUTh
paHy, ¥ IOBTOPHJI NIOTIEITKY HAUTH B TEMHOTE TO, Ha YTO OH HACTyIul. JIyHHOTO cBeTa OBLIO0
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OH CMOT HAWUTHU TO, YTO BHITTIAMEJIO KaK AJIMHHBINM KUHXKAJI, 0OCTpPHe KOTOPOro ObLI0
otnoMaHo. He npupmaB 3ToMy 0C000r0 3HaY€HUS - B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KOIIa-TO 3TO Obla BOOpyKeHHas
CTOpPOKeBas OallHs, - OH IepeMeCTUIICS B OPYroe MOoJIoKeHue, YTOOb MOgHATLCA Ha Horu. Ho Korma
OH 3TO [ieJiajl, ero Iasbllkl CJleTKa KOCHYJIUCh PYKOSITH, U IO €T0 PyKe po0exkas X0I0[O0K.

VHCTUHKTUBHO OH B3[POTHYJI OT 3TOT0 X0JI0fla ¥ CHOBa NOTAHYJICA K KMHXKaly. B3sB ero, oH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI 37100y, IIOX0XKYIO Ha Ty aypy, KOTOPYIO UCIYCKanu GaHTUKH, C KOTOPHIMHU OHU
CpaxaJjuch BCero HeCKOIbKO YacoB Ha3af,.

OTO UX KUHXKAaJI, IIOHSIJ OH. B 9TOM KJIMHKE eCTh 3JI0.

C MpayHBIM JTIO00IBITCTBOM U KejaHueM, 4To0sl CTpaiiiep Toxke 0CMOTPeIT KIMHOK, OH CIIPSITal ero
B HaOeIPEeHHBIN KapMaH | IIOIIEeST AajIbIlle.

Yepe3 MUHYTY OH yBUAEJ X0O0UTOB B TOM Ke JIOLIMHE, B KOTOPOM OHM HaXOOUJIMCh He3aHoJiro 0
TOTO, KakK ux Hamnu YepHule Bcagauku. Ho To, 4TO OH yBUIEN, KOTa MOAOLIEN K HUM, II0Pa3uJIio €ro:
®popo Ol O1efeH Kak Jel, a TPU APYTuX X000uTa CrPyauIuch BOKPYT HEro, BOMHYSCh. [TUIIHH,
MOJKHO OBITH, YCIIBIIIAT eT0 MPUOINKEeHNe, IOTOMY YTO OH ITIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY, U €T0 JIUII0
03apHIoCh, Ha MTHOBeHUE 3a0bIB 0 MpAUYHOW CUTYALUHU.

"ITepcu! Trl mpocHyICS".

He oTtBetus I[unnuny cpa3dy, [lepcu 6pocuncst K dpomo Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOIHKO II03BOJISANIA €T0
6onpHAs rpyab. OMyCTUBIINCH Ha KOJIEHH, OH ITIOBTOPUJI OCMOTP paHHl Ha Tpynu xo00uTa. OCTOPOKHO
CTSIHYB ITOBSI3KY € rpyou Opomo, OH BLIPYTasCs, YBUAEB THOSIIYIOCS paHy Bo3ne ero miaeda. OHa He
BBITJIsIZIeNIa TIIYOOKOM UTH OOJIBIIION, HO YTO-TO B HEM Ka3ajoCh... HEIIPAaBUIILHEIM.

X0o00OUTHI CHBIIIANMY, KaK OH pyTrascs, Isaas Ha paHy, a Com mob6asun: "Y Ctpalifepa noxoxas
peaknus”, - 1 9TO MPO3ByYaso Tak, OyATO OH OBbLJT HEOBOJIEH, 00eCIIOKOeH U B306ellleH OqHOBPEMEHHO.
"OH cKa3zaJ, 4To eMy ropasfo 0onbpHee, Y4eM HOIKHO OBITS."

"Ila, moxoxe Ha TO", - TpoOOPMOTAJI OH, IPeXke YeM OTBIIeYhCS OT paHbl OPOMI0 M OCMOTPETH APYTHUX
Xx000UTOB. Bce 0OHU BEIT/ISIENN OTHOCUTENIHHO HEBPEAUMEIMU. BO3MOXKHO, OHU BCe elre Oblu
HEMHOT'0 HallyTaHHl ¥ ITOTPSICEHB APaKoi, HO He mocTpafanu. I1o kpaliHel Mepe, 9T0 ObljIa XOpoIIas
HOBOCTb. "Bl B mopsinke? XoTs 65l husnyecku?"

BEIII0 HECKOITBKO IMMONMYUIYTIIUBLIX KUBKOB, U HECKOJILKO B3IrJIsAIOB Ha Punraiig, KOTOpas TEeIepb
JieXKaJlla Ha 3eMJie pAgoM C TeEM MECTOM, I'le CTOSAII Ha KOJIEHAX HepCI/I.

"Kak TeI 9T0 cmenan?" mpuHanach Meppy, e€ ria3a BCE elne MeTanuch Mexay [lepcu u ero MedoM.



[Tepcu, KOTOpEIH CHOBa oBepHYICS K dpono u ero pane, Haxmypuics. "dto cgenats?”

"Cpaxatbcs ¢ YepHeiMu BcagHukamu", - OTKIUKHYJICA [IMNIIUH rojiocoM, B KOTOPOM BCe elle
3By4YaJio yOUBIIEHUE.

"XopoImo ucmonb3yi cBoi Meu". Meppu OBICTPO mT0OaBUI.

"3acTaBbTe 3eMITI0 gpoxKaTh!" [TUNNKUH MOYTU KPUKHYJI, KaK OYATO TOJIBKO YTO BCIIOMHHI.

Ax, 4epT, 9T0 Bedb OBLN 51, HE TaK JIU?

"¢l He 3HAIO0, 0 YeM THI TOBOPUIIIL", - OBICTPO OTKIIUKHYJICS MeppH, JepHYB 0A00POIKOM B CTOPOHY
[TunnuHa. "YTO KacaeTcs MePBBIX ABYX... HY, 1 TPEHUPOBAJICS C PaHHUX JIeT. MHe IpuXoaumioce..." O
cHernan may3y, 00myMbIBasi, HACKOJIBKO YMECTHBHI er0 cyioBa. OH 3Has, YTO X000UTH He OBIIN IeThMU;
OH 3HaJ, 4YTO BCe OHHU, BEPOSITHO, CTapIle ero, Ho (akT ocTaBascd (aKTOM: OHU BHITJISIHENIHA JOBOJIBHO
IOHBIMH, ¥ 9TO HAaIIOMHUJIO eMy O rony0orax B JIarepe, KOTopsle 60pHCh 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb, OyAy4du
IEeTbMH, ITPOCTO ITOTOMY, YTO UX POAUTENHN ObUIM TaKuMU. "Takue, Kak 5, TaM, OTKy/a 5 pOJIOM... TaM
MHOTI'0 OITaCHOCTEM, MHOT'0 Belllel, KOTOphIe IIpecIenyoT Hac. MHe NMPUIIOCh PaHO YYUTHCA ",

""Takue, Kak THI"". mpouuTupoBaa CaM. "dto Bel umeeTe B Bugy?"

"9T0, MOM [pPYT, UCTOPHUS [AJIS APYTroro gHS. A cerdac, KTo-HUOyab u3 Bac 3HaeT, Kyna gemncs
Aparops? OH no3abotusncs 0sl 0 Ppopo nyydine, yeM 1.

Com kuBHYyI. "OH ylies BCKOpPe [10CJle HalafeHus, KakK TOJIbKO nepeBsa3all Bac u ®popo. OH 4TO-TO
MCKaJl, HO BeJieJI HaM OCTaThCs 3[eCh U npucMaTpuBaTh 3a ®pono u Bamu. OH BRITIA#EN YKaCHO
00€eCIIOKOEHHBIM TI0CTIe TOTO, KaK Brl ymanu".

"OH He BOJIHOBAJICS HACTOJILKO, YTOORI IPUBECTH MEHS K Bam?"

CamM mokpacHer, Ho [TunnuH ckasan. "Hert, 9To Obiyia Hala 3aciyra. Ml nepenecnu ®popo ciofa ais
3alUTH], HO MKl He ObITM YBEPEHE!, YTO CMOT/IH OBl epeHecTH Bac, He ycyryOus Baury pany".

"He BonHyHMTeCh. ITO Oblla X0OpoIias uaues - XoTs 6bl mpuBecT Opofo cioma'.

Meppu nopoien K HeMy. "Hackoinbko Taxkena Baria pana?"

[Tepcu moxkai mme4aMu, HO 3aTeM BHOBb 00paTui ero BHUMaHue Ha ®pomo. "He ciumkoM mioxa, HO,
110 KpailiHel Mepe, He CULIKOM ry0oka. Ho s 6ecriokoioch 0 Opofio - ero paHa BHITTISIOUT Iropas3mo
XyXKe, 4eM Mos".



W ¢ 3THMHU CJTOBAMM OH CHOBA CTSIHYJI MOBSI3KY ®pomo, 4TOOL OCMOTPETH PaHy, KaK OH Aejall 3T0
BCET0 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj. Ha 9ToT pas, oHaKo, OH 0OCMOTpes paHy 6oee rioy00Ko, Kak mgesat
3TO B T€ OHH, KOTMla eMy IIPUXOIUIIOCH IIOBTOPUTE IOIMBITKY 3ajlaTaTh paHEHHOTo pefeHKa B Jlarepe
no npubsITUs netel AnomnnoHa. OH He 00j1aian TAKUMU e CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, KaK OHM, HO TOT (DakKT,
YTO OH yMeJI IIoJTy4aTh 060U BO BCeM, YTO OBl OH HU fesajl, 03HayaJll, YTO OH yMEeJI JIeYUTh CaMble
Pa3HBIE MEJIKKe PaHHI.

Ho 06bI9HO ST MOTY MCIIOJIb30BaTh aMOPO3UI0 U HEKTap [Jsg ce0s uiu Opyrux... A ceidac s He MOTY.

OH IPOTSHYJ PYKY, HX K KOMY KOHKPETHO He obparrasce. "Eciau KTo-HUOYOb JacT MHE CBOM COCYT C
BOJIOM, S CMOT'Y ellle HEMHOTO IIPOMBIThH PaHy".

"Ho Crpaiifiep y>Ke 0YHUCTUII ee", - OTKJIIUKHYJICS CaM, CIIOBHO 005iCh, uTO [Tepcu npuunHuT Opomo
e1re 0oJbIle OOJIH.

Ho Begp Aparop He o6yajaeT CUIoi BOfbI, He Tak Jiu?

OH chepKas oyepeqHOU IpUILIEAUINY Ha yM OTBET U CJIerKa Ioxain eMy pyky. "Temneps,
moxanyucra!"

Meppu pelun He CIIpallliBaTh €ro U IPOTSHYI [lepcu ero BogsiHY KOXY. [lepcu B35 ee U, CHSB
IIOBA3KY, BEUIMJI HEMHOT0 Ha pa"y ®popmo. ®pomo 3ambixasics, ero ria3a paclaxHyauCh, HO TYT Xe
3aKpBIIACh, ¥ OH CHOBa IOTPY3WICS B OecCco3HaTeNIbHOE COCTOsIHKE. [10710KUB PYKY Ha paHy, [lepcu
3aCTaBUI BOAY MPOCOYHUTHCSI Yepe3 I0pakKeHHOe MECTO, IIOBTOPUB IOMBITKY UCLEIUTh KaK MOXKHO
OoJbIlle TTOBPEeXKOEHWM, BHI3BAHHKIX YIAPOM.

OpHa U3 TPyAHOCTEN 3aKjo4danachk B TOM, YTO Bofa ucuensna [lepcu mo caMou CBOel IIPUPOE - OHA
He HCIesiia OPyTUX, IOTOMY YTO Y HUX Obljla Opyras Ipupofa, COBCEM He CBsi3aHHAS C BOMIOM, B
OT/IMYHeE OT HETO CaMoro. B mpoiiyioM eMy He yaaBalioCh UCIHENSITh APYTUX C TOMOIIBIO BOMH, HO, TI0
KpailiHel Mepe, OH MOT OBl OYUCTUThL PaHy Tak, KakK He CMOT AparopH.
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