OHH yXKe MaBHO IIOKHHYJIH NOPOTY, U 3eMJIs YXOOuIa u3-mof Hor. Ha TpeTuit meHs nyTu u3 bpu oHu
BBIIITK U3 YeTByma (Tak, MO-BUAMMOMY, HAa3bIBaIMCh JIeca BOKPYT Bpu) U BCTYNUIIN Ha OOIIMPHYIO
3eMJII0, IT0 KOTOPOM OBIIIO Topa3mo TPyOHEe OPUEHTUPOBATHCS 663 moporu, Ho AparopH 6e301mb04YHO
BeJI UX BIepeq. 3eMIsl IPUHSIAaCh CTAHOBUTLCS OOJIOTHCTOH ¥ BIIAXKHOM, ¥ BCKOPE OHM JOCTUTJIH
Kpas 60JI0T, METKO Ha3BaHHHIX MumxyoTtep. [lepcu Ha3Baj OBl IBa OHS, KOTOPLIE OHU IIPOBEIIH,
Tomasi 1o 60JI0TaM, IByMs M3 CaMbIX HECUACTHEIX IHEeH B eT0 XKU3HU, HO ITOXO[ Yepe3 afi B
OYKBaJIbLHOM CMEICJIe 9TOT'0 CJIOBA, BO3BPAINAsiCh OMOM, CTABUT 9TO Ha IIEPBOE MECTO.

B mo6oMm cry4ae, 3TO BCe PaBHO ObII0 OTCTOMHO. [IoHaYany OHU IIPOJBUTAIKCE TOBOJIBHO YCIIEIIHO,
HO BCKOpE ITyTh CTajl Me[iJIeHHEee U ONacHee - IIOCTOSHHBIX TPOIIMHOK He OBbIJI0 M3-3a CMeIalouXCs
6o1oT, 1 Jaxxe AparopHy ObIJIO TPYIHO BECTH UX IO HUM. XyKe Bcero Obuty Mmyxu. OHE CITe[JOBaIX 3a
HUMH, KyHa Obl OHYM HU IIIJTA, ¥ BO3AYX OBLT ITOJIOH UMM, ¥ OHU JOCAXK[IaIi yYaCTHUKAM II0X0Oa, Kyaa
OBl OHM HU HAIIPABIISIUCD. [lepcu cumTas, YTO KOMapHI - 3TO IIJI0X0, HO MyXX Ha 60/10Te KaKUM-TO
0o0pa30oM fieiaau uX PyYHBIMHU.

"MeHs chemarT 3aXkuBo!" - 3akpuyan [TunnuH.

"Munxyorep?" Meppu GQHIPKHYI. "30ech KOMapoB 00Jblile, YeM BOIE!"

"Yro 3T0 BoOOIIE 3a "MomKapa"? KTo Ha3kBaeT 3TUX MaJIeHbKUX 3acpaHIleB?" moxamnoBascs Ilepcu.

OHu pa3bunu narepb Ha 3Ty HECUACTHYIO HOYb, HO CIEAYIOMIUY NeHb OblJT HUYYTh He JIy4lle.

Yetripe gHs nyTH oT Bpu. OcTanock BCEro MONTOPH HefeNnu. S CMOTY IOUTH.

K coxanenuio, HOYb ObIJIa TAKOM JKe IIJI0XO0M, KaK ¥ IeHb, U HUKTO HEe MOT YCHYTh. OmHAKO B Hebe
OBLITY BCIIBIIIIKY CBETA, KOTOPEIE OBLICTPO MOSIBISJIMCE U UCYE3aIU. ITO MOXKHO OBIJI0 HabMogaTh
MHOTO Pa3.

"Yt0 310 3a cBeT?" cupocun ®pomo.

"OH CNIUIIKOM fajieko, YToOH pa3obpaTh". OTKIUKHYJICS AparopH.

"MoxkeT ObITh, MOJTHUS?" TIPEANoI0KuiI Ilepcu.

"He mymaro", - OTKIUKHYJICS AparopH, HO 60Jbllle HUYETro He CKa3all.

Ha cnepnyromuii [eHb OHU IOKKUHYTM 00JI0Ta, ¥ 3eMJII CHOBa IIPUHANIACh OgHUMaThCS. Ha BocToke
BU[IHEJIOCh MHOXXECTBO X0JIMOB, CAaMBIY BEICOKHY U3 KOTOPHIX HaXOAUJICS CIIpaBa - camasi I0XKHasl
Bamzg. OHa Obl1a KOHUYECKOU (OPMBI C IPUILIIOCHYTOM BEPIIMHOMN U BO3BHIIIAIACh Ha THICIUY
GyTOB Hafl OKpyKalollel 3eMJyiei.



"Yro 9T0?" cipocun Meppu.

"9T10 BesepTomn, Apyr MOM, - OTKIUKHYJICAI Aparopsd. OHa HaXOOUTCA IIOYTH Ha IOJIIYTHU K
Pusenpenny..."

"Tonmbko "mouTu" Ha monmyTu?" Bop4asn [lepcu, HO AparopH MpomoKal, Kak OyOTo He CIIBIIIAI ero.

"MBI OTIIpaBUMCS TyZa 3aBTPa, 100 HaM HYKHO IIOTacTh TyMa KaK MOXKHO ckopee. KTo 3HaeT, 4TO MEI
TaM Haupgem?"

"Kak Brl mymaete, HauigeM i Mel TaM [9Hpansda?" cipocun ®popo.

"B03MOKHO, HO MBI HE CMOXKEeM [0JIT0 XOaTh ero TaM; YepHble BcagHUKK, BEPOSTHO, TOXKE
OTIIPABSTCS TYOa, TOCKOJIBKY 3TO JIyYIllas TOYKa 0630pa B OKPECTHOCTSIX".

"Tlouemy I'supmanbd momnxkeH ObTh Ha Besepromne?" cripocun [lepcu.

AparopH OTKIUKHYJCS: "MBEI IOJTy4Yn/IK OT HETO MUCHEMO U3 Bpu; moxoxe, eMy rpo3uT O0JIbInast
oracHOCTh. Ecniu GBI OH BEPHYJICS B 9TH Kpasi, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS C HAMU, OH TIOIBITAJICS ObI
TIOI0XKOAaTh B Y33epToIe, HO 51 60I0Ch, UTO OH y2Ke IIPUIeN U yien".

Ha cnepytomuit ieHb OHU ITPUOBITN B Y33€PTOI U MPUHSIUCH TPOOUPATHCS BBEPX 110 CKIIOHY.
AparopH 1oBeJl UX 10 TPOTIMHKE Ha CEBEPHOM Kpalo - TPOIIMHKE, KOTopas [AeiCTBUTEIHHO Obla
BUIHA.

"Ou! Bot u TponuHKa! Tenmeps MBI JeUCTBUTENIBHO MOXKEM BUAETH, Kyna ugeM. Mul 3mech
OEeVCTBUTEIbHO n30anoBaHbl", - 3aMeTu Ilepcu, 3aKkaTuB rjias3a.

AparopH yneiOHyCca. "Torga gaBaiite He OymeM fenaTh U3 9TOTO MIPUBHIYKY", - OTBETHUII OH, IIPEXKE
YyeM IIPONOJIXKUTE HECKOJIBKO TPYAHBIM [T0XO0M BBEPX II0 CKJIOHY, BOOJIb YIIaBIINX KaMHEH U 10 Y3KUM
ycTynaM. Bce mocienoBany 3a AparopHOM BBEPX II0 CKJIOHY I10 Y3KOU TPOIKUHKE.

Ha BEIPOBHEHHOM BEPIIMHE X0JIMa HaXOJUI0Ch KOJIbIIO KaMHeH, Pa30MTEIX U BHIXKKEHHEIX,
BHITJISIAEBINIEE O0jiee 37I0Belle, YeM X0Tenoch On Ilepcu.

"Yro 3mech npousonuio?" - cupocun CaMm.

"9T0 BCe, 4TO ocTasnock oT OamrHu AMoHa Cyrna. Korma-To faBHO oHa Obljla 3aHsATA JIIOABMHU ApHOpa.
Ha Hee Hamasnu ¥ pa3pymuIy Cuiibl AHTMapa", - OTKJIIMKHYJICS AparopH, npogoiikas 6ecrpephbIBHEIN
P Belllel, KOTophle abCOMIOTHO HAYEro He 3Ha4Yumu Ijis [lepcH, HO OH yKe [aBHO IepecTal
CIIPOCHUTH O TOTPOOHOCTSX.



C aTUMU CII0BAaMU OHU Pa3fejUIiCh, YTOOB TOBTOPUTE ITOMBITKY Pa3m00BITh MPUIIACH! IS
oOycTporicTBa nareps. Iloka AparopH uckasn OpoBa, X000HUTH OTOOXHYIH OT paboThl, KOTOPYIO OHU HE
menanu, 4ToObl 0CMOTPETHCS. B Kakoi-To MoMeHT I[lepcu yBumen ®pomo, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT Ha Kparo
X0JIMa ¥ CMOTpPEeJ Ha OKpyKalolue Muu 6ecrmogHol 3emnu. OH momoien ¥ Bctan psigoM ¢ Opofo.

"Ha 4TO TH CMOTpHULIL?"

OueBupHo, [Tepcu nogoien K xo00UTy ropa3fo THUIIE, YeM OH AyMaJl, IoToMy 4To ®pomo pes3ko
o0epHYJICS, YIUBIIEHHBIN eTo mosiBneHueM. "Hugero".

"Uiems YepHbix BcagHUKOB?"

Ero rnasa cnerka pacmupunuck. "Uto? Thl 4TO-HUOYOL O HUX 3HAEIh?"

[Tonry6or mokavas roloBOM, ero rjiasa Takxke CKaHUPOBaIH ei3ax. "CoBceM HUUYEro. & mpocTo
3Hal0, YTO OHM - IIJIOXHE HOBOCTHU U UTO OHU JaBHO OXOTATCS 3a Bamu. 4 cnrelnarn, kak Bel BueTBepoM
¢ AparopHoMm pa3roBapuBanu".

®popo onycTun B3rad. "Ila, OHU IIpecienylT Hac C TeX Mop, Kak Ml okuHynu lup. [laxe mo Toro,
Kak Mbl NOKUHYyNU Iup. OHU IOYTH OOTHAIM HaC B HOYb Iepeq TeM, KaK MBI BCTpeTUIu Bac Bo3e
Bpu. Ecnu 651 He CTpaiifep, MHL... HY, Th OBl ceiidac co MHOI He pa3roBapuBat’.

[Tepcu mocMoTpen Ha ®pomo. XoOOUT BHITTISIAEN COBCEM MOJIOMBIM, MOXKET OBITh, HEMHOTO CTapIlle
€ro, XOTsI OH He MOT XOPOIIIO OIIPeneuTh BO3PacT, Belb 9T0 ObLI IPYTOM MUP C 31bGaMy ¥ THOMaMHu U
yepToBeIMU TeMHBIMM Bractenuuamu. Hackonbko oH 3Han, ®pomgo Morio OBITh U CTO JieT. HecMoTpst
Ha 3TO, OH BHUJEJI B €T0 rjla3ax B3IJISA[ YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPEIM 3HAET, YTO HaXOAUTCS B OIIACHOCTH, HO He
chaeTcsl B OTYaSTHUM. ODTO OB CHUIBHBIN B3TJISAM, KOTOPHIM TPOU3BETT Ha HETO BIleYaTlieHue.

"MHe 3HAKOMO 3TO YyBCTBO. £ He MOT'y CKa3aTb BaM, CKOJIbKO pa3 5 JOMKeH OBIJT yMepeTh, HO 110
KaKOH-TO IpAUMHE 5 BCe ellle 30eChb. M1 Brl MPOCTO [OJXKHE IPOAOJIXKATE UATH, IOTOMY UYTO
OCTaHOBKa U CTOSIHME Ha MeCTe MOT'yT O3HadyaTb CMEPTh".

OrnsHyBIINCEH Ha3af, I1epcu MOHSI, YTO TO, YTO OH CKa3ajl, COBCeM He YTEIIHIIO ero, KaKok Obl
IIPaBIOM 3TO HU OBIIO.

Teneps ®popno noBepHycs K [lepcu. "Tel CTpaHHO FOBOPHUILIL, CTPAHHO OLET, - OTBETUJI OH, I'JIAAA Ha
BBILIBETIINE MXKUHCH [lepcu u rpsi3Hyio GyT00KY Jlareps MOIyKPOBOK, - U Thl TOBOPUILb KaK BOUH,
KOTOPBIY y4acTBOBAJI BO MHOTMX OMTBAX, HO BHITJIAAUIIE T MOIo#0. KTo Bel? OTKyma ThI?"

[Iepcu B3MOXHYJI; OH HE MOT [OJITO CKpPHIBATh IpasAy. "4 mpuilen usganeka. f mpuiesn croaa, IoToMy
yTo Bam HyxkHa Oblna moMOIIs".

®popo cTpaHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. "Kakyo IOMOIb Tl MOXKEIb OKa3aTh?"



9T0 OBIIT HE COBCEM TAaKTUYHHIN BOIIPOC, UJIK BOIIPOC, KOTOprfI I10 GOHBH.II/IHCTBY CTaHOAPTOB
CUMTAJICS OB BEXKIJIUBEIM, HO 3TO OBLTT YeCTHHIN BOIIPOC, U HepCI/I IIPUBLIK €T0 CJIBIIIATh.

[Tepcu paccMmesinics. "HepT BO3bMH, [a TH MPSIMOJIMHENHBIN CTPEJIOK, He Tak nu? Ho, 4TOOBI OTBETUTH
Ha Bam Bompoc, s MOTy coxpaHUTh BaMm XKu3HS, U, Tonarato, Bel He OyzmeTe npotus. Y s Mory nomoub
IOOCTaBUTh TO, YTO Bl HeceTe, YTO Tak BaXHO, B PuBenmenn".

Xo66uT, Ka3asnoch, 3amuminancs. "Yto Bel 3Haere o..."

OHn nopHsn pyku. "CoBceM HUYETO0. ITO HE MOe [ieso. f 30ech, YTOOH BHITOJHITH CBOIO paboTy, a Bl
- CBOIO. Y MeHSI CBOM ITOMCKH, ¥ Bac - CBoM, HO MIOCKOJIbKY B TAHHBIM MOMEHT 00a HaIlIUX ITOUCKA,
II0X0Ke, BeyT B PUBEH[IEII, BO3MOXKHO, MBI CMOXKEM ITOMOYb APYT APYTY B 3TOM".
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