BricokuY 4ei0BeK HaKIOHUII TOJIOBY. — «MMs KaxkKeTCsl 3HaKOMBIM, HO S He yMalo, YTO CMOTY ero
Ha3BaTb». OCTalbHBEIE YeTBEPO 0OMEHUBAIOTCS PACTEPSTHHBIMU B3TJIIIaMH, HO Ilepcu UTHOPUPYET UX.
— «Yro Xk, crnanel. [Tonaraio, 3TOro CjemoBajo 0XkunaTh. MTak, KTO-HUOYAb U3 BaC CIIBIIIAN O
Isupanbde? Mnu... Kak ero eie 30ByT?»OH mpo6opMOoTat mocjaeaHon ¢Gpa3y, cTapasch BCIOMHUTh
Opyroe uMs, KoTtopoe MaHB3 fan eMy. B To BpeMs KaK OH pa3MBIIIISATI, He3HAKOMeI] yXKe Kadal
T0JIOBOM, OTKa3kBasiCh. — «Ham mopa B yTh, HaM NPEACTOUT IIPOUTU MHOTO JIUr. 2KeJlaio BaM yoadu
B BallleM IIyTeIIeCTBUN», — IMPOU3HEC OH U XKECTOM IIPUKa3all YeTHIPEM MaleHbKUM JIIOASM UATH
BIIEpef, XOTS caM ocTasica Mexnay HuMu u [lepcu. BuesanHo [lepcu ycnwiman umsa. — «[logoxpuTe!
Omnopun! Kto-Hubyap u3 Bac Korpga-HuOynb cibiian 06 Onopune?»O4eBUIHO, 3TO UMS YTO-TO
3HAQYUJIO [JI MYyKYMHEI, TaK KakK ero rja3a pacCIIMpuiILCh, a F0JI0Ba BHOBb TOBEpPHYNach K [lepcu. —
«OTKyfa BB 3HaeTe 3T0 uMg?»Ilepcu MOOHSA PyKH B 3HAK OTUYASHUSA, HE 0KHUasl TaKOU peaKuu. —
«JIerko, s mIpoCTO... MOCAYIIauTe, I JeMCTBATENBHO 3alyTaliCsd BO MHOTHX BelllaX, ¥ MHe CKa3alH, YTo
I'supanbd — OmopuH, HEBaXKHO — MOXKET IIOMOYb MHeE, JaTh HH(POpMaIlnio u coBeT». HezHakoMeIy
Me[JIEHHO KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO B3BellllBas B yMe BO3MOXKHEIE BapuaHTH. — «A Aparops? [loueMy Bb
XOTHUTE BCTPETUTHLCS ¢ HUM?»Ilepcu moxan miedamu. — «I1o TOH Ke MpuYuHe; 0OYEBUIHO, OH MOT OBl
MHe IIOMO0Yb». — «I KTO Bejiesl BaM UCKaTh 9TUX JIofei?»— «He qymaro, 4TO BEI IIOBEPUTE MHE, €CIIU
g CKaxy». 9TO He yI0BJIEeTBOPUJIO MyK4YUHY, HO OH He CTaJl HaCTauBaTh Ha Bompoce. BMecTo 3T0Or0
OH 3aMoJT4ajl 4, Ka3aaoCh, 3agyMaincs. YeTBepo OCTaJIbHBIX TOXKE Moidalnu, X0Td [lepcu 3ameTur,
YTO OHU OBITM OYapPOBaHBI TPOUCXOASIIMM. HaKoHel], CIIyCTsI MUHYTY, He3HAKOMEI[ BCTPETHII
B3rnsAgoM Ilepcu, BEIXBATUII €ro Med, HallpaBuUjl Ha OTKPHITYIO 11eto [lepcu u nmpousHec: — «4
AparopH, ceiH ApatopHa. Briso 66 pa3yMHO 00bsICHUTHCS». ['1a3a [lepcu paciupuinuch, Korga oH
IIOCMOTpeEJI Ha JIe3BKe Meda I10f] CBoMM nofadopoakoM. OH He3aMeTHO OTOOBHHYJ OCTpHE
yKa3aTeJIbHBIM IaiblleM, BCMaTpuUBasich B AparopHa. Korga oH 3aroBopuJl, B €ro ria3ax 3acUsi
OTOHB, ¥ OH Ka3aJcs erre 6ojee apCTBEHHBIM. — «f CKaXy 3TO elrle pas: s He JyMalo, YTO BHI
IIOBEPUTE BCEMY, UTO S PacCKaxy. Mos UCTOPHS HEMHOTO Yepecuyp GaHTaCTUYHA, YTOOH
TI0Ka3aThCs peaybHOM OOJBIMHCTRY Ntofei». B rma3ax AparopHa, Ioxoxe, BO3HUK IIPobIieck
IIOHMMAaHUS, HO OLICTPO €ro IOTJIOTUIIO II0JI03PeHe, KOTOPOe 3aTaujIoCh C TeX IOP, KaK OH BIEPBHIE
BCTPETHUJ 3TOTO YeJloBeKa. — « 4 Bupen 0omblle, 4eM JI000M CMEPTHEIN 10 3Ty CTOPOHY TyMaHHEIX
rop, — Ipeaynpenul oH. — ['OBOpUTe MpaBAy, U S CIIPaBed/IMBO pelry Balry cyab0y. CripsiubTe
mpaBpay, u s Oyoy CYMTATh Bac Bparom». — «CTpaiifep», — C I3BUTEIbHOM YIBIOKON Haval OOUH U3
MaJIeHbKUX JTIofied. — « 1 mymalo, 9TO ClIyra ThbMHI BRITJISIAEN OBl CUMITaTUYHEe U YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s
XyKe. Brl cKa3anu, 4To Temeps A He BRITJIAXKY "cipaBeiyiuBo"? TyT XKe IeNIbi AeHb IpoLes. Ai».
AparopH HEMHOT'O pacciabuics, XoTs ero Med Bce ellle 0CTaBaJICS HEeJIOBKO O/IM3KO0 K IpeMHOU SIMKe
[Tepcu. — «U Bce XKe», — OTBETUJI OH, 2KeCTOM Mpu3biBasd [lepcu roBOpuTh. — «Bhl CYUTaeTe MEeHS
BparomM?» — crpocuin [lepcu. — «Crnyra TeMbI?»Er0 B3rJI CHOBA yIlajl Ha KOJBIIO Ha €0 PyKe,
nopapenHoe ['maBoi Banap. Yiribka 3aurpasna Ha ero ry6ax, Korja OH CHSIJI KOJIBI[0 U OPOCHIT eTo
AparopHy, KOTOpHIM CHa4asia IOCMOTpPEI Ha Hero B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe, a 3aTEM C YAUBIIEHUEM. —
«ITonpoOy# MeHs». [Iepcu €N 110 TOJISHE, ero Telo 6oyesno u ycrasno. I[lokazaB KOIbIl0 AparopHy,
OH 00BSICHUII, YTO OBLJI ITOCTIAH Ha BOMHY mpoTuB CaypoHa. PeiiHOKep, 04eBUAHO, OblT yOexkKneH
IIPOCTHIM CePeOPSHBIM KOIbI[OM. YeCTHO ToBOPs, ecnu Ovl [Tepcu moka3an KOJIblI0 HE3HAKOMITY, TOT
OBl He ITOBEPHUII B €T0 H0OPOTY UM COI03HUYECTBO, HO AparopH — unu CTpaiiep, Kak Ha3bIBaIk €ro
MaJieHbKHE JIIOIU — SIBHO YBU[IEN UJIX TIOYYBCTBOBAJ B KOJIbIE YTO-TO 0COOeHHOe. TaK MiIu uHave,
AparopH ckasajl eMy, YTO OHU HallpaBJISIOTCS B PUBEH[IENI, ¥ UTO, TIOCKONBKY ['9Hmanbd 6ymeT
XKpaTh ux TaM, [lepcu MoXKeT IPHUCOEIUHUTHCS K HUM B UX IIyTeIeCTBUU. PafOCTHEIN OT TOTO, 4YTO Y
Hero HaKOHEII-TO IOSBUIaCh XOTh KaKasi-TO 3allellKa B ero MOKUCKaX, ¥ YTO OH BCTPETUJI JIIOJeH,
KOTOPEIE He COOMPAKCh ero YOUBaTh, OH C TOTOBHOCTHIO corjlacuiicsi. OH HUKOTHa He MTPU3HAJICS ObI,
YTO XKaJleeT 0 CBOeM PeIleHHH, HO II0CJie BTOPOTO OHS MOAPS XOAbOH! II0 CYPOBOM MECTHOCTH OH
Haydaj IOTYyMBIBATh O TOM, UTOOHI B3SATh JIOIIAAh U OCTABUTh UX M03agu. M Tak OHM IIJIM OYEHB [OJITO,
1 cOOMpauCh UATHU ellle [ONT0 — GaKTUUeCKH, HECKOJIbKO He[esb, Y4eMy OH OBITT He CIIMIIKOM paf.
Cyns o BceMy, PuBeHzens, 0 KOTOPOM eMy pacCKa3blBail, HaXOOUJICS IPUMEPHO B ABYX HELEISAX
IIyTU OTCIONA, XOTSI MOTJIO ObITH ¥ OOJIbIIle, B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT IIOTOMABI ¥ HAUYUS HETIPeABUOEHHBIX



omacHocTei. KoTophix, Haflo IpHU3HaTh, OyeT IpefocTaTOYHOo. Kak roBOpPUTCS, S 30ECh, @ Ha CYACThe
y MeHs anneprus. [Iporynka Ovlzia He COBCEM y2KaCHOM, B OCHOBHOM ykacHoH. K miocamM MoKHO
OTHECTH TO, YTO OH IIO3HAKOMMJIICS C YETHIPbMS MaJIeHbKUMHM CYIIIeCTBaMU — X000UTaMu, KaK UX, I10-
BHOMMOMY, Ha3hIBaJIi — U PA3TOBOPHI C HUMHU XOTsI ObI HEMHOTO CKpaIiuBaju BpeMsi. beim ®pomo
Barruxc, KOTOphIH O0JBIIYI0 YacTh BpEMEeHH Ka3aJiCsl JOBOJILHO CEPhe3HBIM, HO MHOTTIA IIyTHII C
npyrumu xo06uTtamu. 3ateM O0b1 CamBaii3 ['ampaxy, unu CaM, KOTOPHIM IIOJTHOCTRIO ITpefjaH CBOEMY
x03guHy ®pomo. Ilepcu BcE elre OBIT HEMHOT'O 03alaueH UX CBA3BIO U TEM, ITI0YEMY CagoOBHUK Ppomo
TaK IIpeflaH eMy, HO OH PEeIXJI, YTO 3TO, HOJIKHO OBITh, ITPOCTO 0COOEHHOCTL X000uTOB. Takxke ObITU
Mepuanok bpennubak, KOTOpEIi Ha3kiBal ce0st Meppu, u [leperput TyK, KOTOPEIN MTPeANOYUTal
ObITh [Tunnu. OHu ObITM OBYMSI CaMBIMU 3a0aBHBIMU CYIIIECTBaMU, KOTOPHIX OH KOTfla-mub0 BCTpeyar,
¥ HalloOMKHAIU eMy o0 cTonbax. HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO XOOUTH OBIJIO OOJIBHO, ¥ TaK OYAET B TeUeHHe
CIIeIVIOIINX HECKOJIbKUX Hefleb, a BO3MOXKHO, ¥ [OJIbIle, OH 00HAPYKHUII, YTO OHU YMEIOT IIOIHUMATh
HacTpoeHue. [ToHayay mporyska He Obljla HEIIPUSITHOMN: CBETHIIO COJIHIIE, ¥ He OBITIO CITUIIKOM
JKapko. IToka oHM UM, AParopH X0Tesl, YTOOLI BCe Beu ce0si HEMHOTO THUIle, YTOOB UX He
IIOAIC/IyIIANIA, HO CaM OH JOBOJIbHO MHOTO pa3roBapuBai ¢ [Tepcu. U3 storo pasrosopa [lepcu moHsm,
yTo ®POf0 MOKEH HECTH YTO-TO 0YeHb BaKHOE, U UTO UM CJiefyeT nobpaThcs 0 PuBeHenIa Kak
MOXKHO OBICTpee U Oe3omacHee. PuBeHzesn Obis1 6€30IaCHBIM MECTOM, KaK eMy CKa3alld, THe KU
anb( 1Mo uMeHn INPoH[ XandenBeH — OOUH U3 CaMBIX MYAPHIX CYIIeCTB B Cpefu3eMbe. ITO OBIIO
TakKXKe OOHO M3 HEMHOTUX OCTaBIINXCS 3NMbPUUCKUX KUJINII, TOe PaAdyLIHO BCTpedyanu Bcex. Pa3rosop
TaKXKe KocHyJcs Ilepcu u ero neneit B Cpegru3eMbe. AparopH Temepb 3HaJ, YTO OH ObIT ITOCIaH
Banap Ha 3anap, unu, o KpaliHel Mepe, TaK OH CKa3aJl, XOTS Ha HEero BCe elle CMOTPENH C
COMHeHHeM.— JTO BIIOJIHE CIIpaBelinBo, — nogyMa Ilepcu, Tak Kak OH COMHEBaJICs, YTO KTO-TO
IIOBEPUT BCEMY, UTO OH paccKa3sall ocTaiabHbIM. OgHAKO, 110 KpaitHel Mepe, OH He YIIyOsiics B
Ooree 3aragoyHbIe aCIEKThl CBOET0 IPUCYTCTBUS 3ech. Kax bl pa3, Korma ero CIpaliBaly,
OTKYy[Ia OH ITOSIBUJICSI, OH ITPOCTO OTBEYAJI, UTO 3TO "MJIMHHAS UCTOPUS", U OTKA3LIBAJICS 00BSICHATHCS
fanblie.
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