I'sHpanbd ¥, HalpuMep, aprox... Het, mogoxnaute, 3To ra3. Operon? Operano? Ooo! Aparopu! Bot u
Bce. — Ho Temeps ero 6e€CIoKO#CTBO O TOM, YTO OH OCTaBUI AHHa0EeT ¥ MaTh II03aH, CHOBA
3aKpaJioCh B €ro pa3yM, ¥ BOCIOMUHAHUA O IPOIUILIX TPaBMaXx BCIUIBIIU B TaMATH. OH OKa3ascs B
ouepenHoi CUTYalluH, KOTla, CKOpee BCET0, eMy IPUIETCS CTOIKHYTHCS C 60IbIO ¥ OITaCHOCTHIO.
OTyasiHHOe ¥ pa3pO3HEHHOe BOCIIOMUHAHKE 0 TapTape MPOMEIbKHYJIO B CO3HAHUH, ¥ BOPYT OH
OLIYTHJI, KaK ero KojeHu ocnabesu, Koraa oxBaTuila naHuka. OH OBICTPO MPUXKAaJCs K IepPeBRy U
IIOJIOKUJI PYKY Ha KOJIEHM, CTapasiCh yaepKaThCd Ha HOraX. Ts2KeJso Ablllla, OH BHOBB IIOMBITAJICS
co0OpaThCs C MBICISIME ¥ 00PECTH CIIOKOWCTBHE Ha (OHe IaHWKU, KOTOpas IPO3uiia HaKPHITh €ro,
€CJIY TOJIBKO OH He CMOXKEeT yAepxKaTh pa3yM OT BO3BpallleHus B TOT TeMHBIU nepuof. [1o kpaHen
Mepe, B TapTape y Hero Obla AHHabeT. 3mech ke oH OblT ofuH. — HeT, cimabo Bo3pa3un oH cebe. A
He Oyny OfMH, KOTHa HaUAy 9TUX Jofei. 4 cmory aTo cgenaTh. Ho 3To OB ToXKe cabblii apryMeHT,
¥ OH IMPEKPaCHO 3TO ITOHUMaJ. BHyTpu HETro MPOCHYNIO0Ch OTYasgHUE, yrpoxkKalllee 0J0IeTh eTro, Tak
JKe, Kak Korfa oH Ovin B TapTape. BocrmioMuHaHusT HaXJILIHYIU: YKaCHEIE Apaii, caMa M3HavanbHas
fAwma, cTtogmas Ham HUMY Y [IBepert CMepTH, BCEeIoriolalias ThMa X0JI0JHOT0 IpUCyTCcTBUS HuKC,
rpo3dias YTONUTh ero B HEBUAMMOY YEPHUJIBHOU Macce... BHe3alHo, CJI0BHO My3bIPh, IOTHABIINUCS
13 MOPCKHUX TTTyOMH, OH [IOCTaJl U3 KapMaHa KoJibllo MaHB3 U CHOBA Hafien ero. Kak Tonbko
cepebpsHOe KOJIBII0 0Ka3aJioch Ha ero Iasblie, OH TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro pa3yM IIPOSCHUIICS, a B
Tpyau pa3nunoch Temno. CHayasa OH 3aMep, He Beps B 9TO. 3aTEM M3 €ro YCT BHIPBAJICSI KOPOTKHUM
pamocTHRIM cMeX. Kak OyaTo Bcst 0071b, TPYOHOCTH M TPABMBI, KOTOPHIE OH XPAHUJI U 3amupan B
OyTBEITIKE C MOMEHTAa BO3BpalleHus u3 TapTapa, ObUIM CMBITH B ODHO MTHOBEHUE; CBET IIPOTHAJ ThMY.
OH CHOBa CMesIJICS, IEPEIOTHEHHBIM PAfOCThIO U 00JIeTYeHNEM, ¥ BHE3AITHO €0 IIOMCKY He
II0Ka3aJIuCh eMy TaKuMu Oecrosie3HsIMU. OH OIIyTHJI, YTO MOXKET CHesaTh BCE, YTO YTOOHO, YTO €T0
IIOCJIaHue CIofla OIPaBHaHo, 0 KpalHel Mepe, YTOOBl CMSATYUTD 9TO TPAaBMUPYIOIee OpeMs.
[Tpo6opMoTaB ciioBa 61arogapHOCTH Baap, OH MOMHSI I'OJIOBY U YBHUIEN CBET, MPOOHUBAIOIIUICS
CKBO3b JIEPEBbSI, CBET, KOTOPBIM Ka3aJiCs CUSIOIINM, KaK HUKOTIa IIpexae. B3BOITHOBAHHEIM, OH
no6exas K HeMy (BO3MOXKHO, OH HECKOJILKO Pa3 CIIOTKHYJICS, HO 9TO yKe He UMeJI0 3HaYeHUS).
Bckope oH BhIpBazCcs Ha KpaH Jieca ¥ OKa3acs Ha TPaBIHUCTOM MECTHOCTHU. B HECKOIbKUX MUTISIX
BIIepey BUAHENCS OO0JbIION X0IM, M3-3a KOTOPOT0 ITOMHUMAJICS ABIM. YTPO y2Ke HacTajlo, ¥ PO30BO-
30710TUCTOE HEOO OBICTPO MEPEXOOUIIO B CBETIO-TONy60e. I'Ty00KO BOOXHYB CBEXKHUM YTPEHHUN BO3TYX
U YyBCTBYS ce0s Jierde, 4eM 3a IOC/IeqHNe MecsIlbl, [lepcy HarpaBUIICS Ha BOCTOK K OeIMYy. ITocye
elle OTHOTO Yaca Iellled MPOryJIKY ero XKaajo npusitHoe 3penuiie. OH 00HAPYXKUJ IIOCeIeHre Ha
HeOOJIbIIIOM PAcCCTOSTHUM ¥ YBUOET HOPOTY, BEOYINYI0 K HeMy. [loceieHre COCTOSI0 U3 HECKOIBKUX
IEeCsITKOB KAMEHHEBIX TOMOB, HO CAMBIM CTPAHHBLIM OBIJIO TO, YTO Hajl JOMaMH, Ha CAMOM XOJIME,
CTOSIIM MaJIeHbKKE NOMUKY, BCTPOEHHLIE IIPSIMO B HET'0. BONBIITMHCTBO JOMOB OBLIIN HEBEIUKH U
HAXOOUIKCH He B JTy4IlleM COCTOSTHUHU. BOKpyT ropoaa He OBIIO CTEH, HO paclojaranach rycras
JKWBasi U3ropofb, a mepeq Helt — riybokas mamba ¢ BOPOTAMHM, Pa3AeIsioUMMU YacTH U3TOPOIH.
Iopora, Beaylas U3 MocejieHus, BCKOpe NpeBpaTUiack B TPOIMKUHKY, KOTOpasi, KakK noHsa [lepcu, Bce
3TO BpeMs HaxoAuiach psAmoM ¢ HUM. Hemonaneky K HeMy Ha [Iopore OBUTaiack HeOosbIasg Ipymmna.
My>x4uHa BIepequ Ka3asCs BEICOKMM, Ha HECKOJIBKO [I0MMOB BHIILIE €0 CaMOro, a 3a HAM CJIef0Balu
YeTBEPO OEeTeH, MOCeNHUN U3 KOTOPHIX BeJl MOHU. [Iepcu OBIT HEMHOT'O 03alaueH TeM, 3a4eM
IyTelleCTBeHHUKY MTOHano0unock 6paTh ¢ OO0 YeThIpeX MaJIeHbKUX IeTel, HO OH BuUfen u 6onee
cTpaHHBIe Bemu. Korma oHY MpubIN3UINCh, OH 3aMETHII, YTO [IETH BOBCE He TIOXOOMIN Ha IeTel — y
HUX OBIITM B3POCIIbIE JIHUIA ¥ MTPOIIOPIIKMK, HO POCTOM OHU OBIJTM BCEro 0K0JI0 Tpex ¢pyToB. Ecnu 3mech
€CTb 37Ib(HI ¥ THOMEI, TO IT04eMY OBl ¥ HET — IIYCTh OyAyT 9TH THOMH? Korpa oHU cTanmu 61uxe,
[Tepcu mOmHSA PYKy B 3HAK IPUBETCTBUS M 3aTOBOPUJI C HUMHU TaK, KakK He CTajl Okl TOBOPUTH C
IIPOCTHIMY ITPOXOASAIIAMY MUMO JIIOObMHU. YETBEPO KOPOTHILIEK TOCMOTPENIN APYT Ha APYyra, CI0BHO
00OMEHSITUCh MBICJISIMH, HO BRLICOKUY MyXKYHHA 3JIUJI €70 CYPOBBIM, TTPEAYIPEKAAIOIIAM B3TIISIIOM,
KOTOPHIM OTJIMYHO ITOfOIIIes Okl Ijist yaull MaHxaTTeHa. UTHOPUPYS 3TOT B3rIsf, [lepcu maryyn
BIlepe[, HO HEMHOTO OIIEINJI, YBUEB, YTO BBICOKHY HE3HAKOMEL JePKHUT PYKY Ha PYKOSATH Meda B
HOXHaX. Y 9TOT0 YejioBeKa OBbIJIM TeMHBIe BOJIOCH AJIMHOM [0 IIJied, Cephle rjla3a U aypa
61aroponcTBa, U3-3a KOTopou [lepcu TpymoHO OBIIO CMOTPETH €My B Nuilo. — IIpuBeT, pebsTa, —



IIPOU3HEC OH C TEIIoH YIbIOKOM, KakK eMy Ka3alloChb. — -3, TO eCTh, Pal] Bac BUETh, HE3HAKOMIIbI, —
TIOIIPABUJICS OH, OCO3HaB, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, ClIeflyeT HallOMHUTh, YTO OH He MEeCTHHINU. Bay, oTIn4HOE
Ha4vano, MoH apyrT. I1o KpaliHeit Mepe, MOMIBITAlCs BeCTU cebs1 XOTh HEMHOT'0 HOpMasnbHO. Korga
MyXK4uHa He OTBeTHUJ, [lepcu mouHTepecoBascs: — ¢ xoTel OBl TOIPOCUTH BaC — S UMEI0 B BUIy Bac
— CKa3aTh MHe, I'Tle 1 Hax0Xych. Kakoi ropop pacnoioxeH Ha 5ToM xonMe? Thl B 4y2KOM MUDE, a He
B IIIEKCIIMPOBCKOM AHTINY, UAUOT, — Pyrasl oH ce0s BHyTpeHHE. Y cHOBa He3HAKOMeEI] IIPOCTO
yCTaBUJICS Ha Hero. YecTHO roBops, eciu OBl KTO-TO 3ar0BOPUI C [Tepcu Tak, KaK OH TOJIbKO YTO
3aroBOPHUII C HUM, OH, BEPOSITHO, TOXKe He 3Hasl OB, KaK pearupoBaTh. Ho MOTOM OH MOHSI, YTO,
IIOCKOJIbKY OH HaXOOUTCS B COBEPIIEHHO APYrOM MUPeE, OPYTUe, BEPOATHO, JaXKe He TOBOPST Ha ero
sa3eiKe. CamMoe BpeMs YCTaHOBUTH CBS3b. OH *KaIUISHYI U BHOBb 00paTH/I Ha HUX CBOE BHUMaHUE. —
Bei, aM, monuMaeTe MeHs? He3HakKOMell MPOJ0IXKal CMOTPETh Ha HETO CBOMMHU ITPOH3UTEIbHBIMU
CepBIMU T'7la3aMU, HO, HaKOHeIl, 3aroBopuil. — M Kak XkKe Tak IOIy4usI0Ch, He3HAaKOMELl, YTO ThI HE
3Haelllb, I'ie Haxoaulnbca? Ha MHOTHE MUNIA BOKPYT, KpoMe Bpu, eCTh Ul HECKOIbKO TaKUX
TIOCEeJIEHUH, — 3aKOHYUII OH, MOTHYB I'0JIOBOM B CTOPOHY TOTO, YTO, HOJIZKHO OBITE, ¥ €CTh bpwu.
Cuauana [Iepcu moyyBCTBOBAJ 06JIeTYeHNE OT TOTO, UTO YEJIOBEK €ro IOHSJ. 3aTeM OH OIIyTHI ellle
Oonbiiee o6eryeHue, KOrga 0CO3HalI, YTO TOBOPUT BIIOJIHE HOpPMasbHO. Hy, BO BCSIKOM cly4ae,
ropasfo nyuine, yeM Banap. Y HakoHell, OH IIOHAJ, YTO HET CMBIC/Ia CIIpallliBaTh Ha3BaHUE TOpoaa,
IIOCKOJIbKY Ha3BaHue "bpu" s Hero OyKBalbHO HUYEro He 3Hauuno0. Ho, 1omMasi roloBy B IMOKMCKaX
OTBETAa Ha BOIIPOC HE3HAKOMIIA, OH PEIIXII TPOCTO MPUAYMATh YTO-HUOYOb U HaNEesIThCS Ha JTydllee.—
¢ HeKoTOpOE BpeMs GPOMUII IT0 ITUM JiecaM, — HaydaJl OH, yKa3bBasl OOJIBIINM IasblleM Ha3afl, B
CTOPOHY Jieca, U3 KOTOPOTO TOJILKO YTO BHIIIEN. — 1 3a0mynumncs u He OB YBepeH, C KaKOW CTOPOHHBI
BhIes1. Ho 9To Bpu. 9T0... 3aMevarenbHo! Kak pa3 To MecTo, Kyfa g XOTell onacTh. Kak Bac
30BYT?BrICOKMY YenoBeK OPOCUIT Ha HETO MOO03PUTENIbHEIN B3TJISIM, U €T0 Tjla3a ClIerkKa Cy3UIUCh. —
B 9T0ii yacTu MUpa UMeHa He Jal0TCs TakK IPOCTO. f U3BECTEH MO MHOTUMU MMEHaMHU, ¥ BCe€ OHU
BBI3HIBAIOT CTPAX ¥ TeX, KTO OXOTUTCS Ha MeHs, U ele OOJIbIINE — Y TeX, Ha KOT'0 0X04YCh . ITOT
300POBSK B MTHOBEHUE OKa U3 IIyralollero npeBpaTuiics B yxacatouero. [lepcu morporan
nepeHocuny. — [locnmymanTte, IPpOCTUTE, T HOBUYOK B 3TOM fiefie. f MBITaloCh HAUTHU JIIOfEHN U
IIOHSITUS He UMeI0, TIe OHM ¥ KTO OHM B0ooO11e. [Joaro paccka3siBaTh, HE CIIPOCUTE. BEI crlydaliHO He
3HaeTe, KTO TaKoul AparopH, ChiH ApaTopHa?
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