2KEnTHIN OTOHb CMEPTH B HebGe Hafl rooBoM [I3KOTTO BCIBIXHYJT MTHOBEHHO, U ITepuyaTKu Benranu I Ha
€r0 pyKax TaKXKe 3aropefiich OpaHXKeBhIM IJlTaMeHeM. Korpa miaMs mbliano, ero aypa crana
COBEPIIEHHO MHOMU, YyeM Ipexae! B cnengyromui MOMEHT, 1aMs Hafi pyKaMu [I2KOTTO B30pPBasioCh, U
OH OBICTPO TIOJIeTEN K Tpudany ocTpoBa CelikeH.— O, BB, HETOISIM, OCTAHOBUTE MeHs! — pa3mancs
KPUK Ha 0CTpoBe CeliKeH, roe MOJIOAOX YeJI0BEK BAPYT BBICKOYHUII C MUCTONeTOM. OH CTOST Iepen
nupaTtaMy OecCTpalllHo, YKa3biBas MUCTOJIET Ha MapHs, KOTOPHIM Irpabusl, 1 TPOMKO OCTaHOBHII €r0.—
Xa! Masbii, fyMaellb, 3TOT MUCTONIET MeHS HamyraeT? f He 3Ha0, CKOIbKO MYJIb 5 yXKe IIOIy4usl, HO
3Haelllb, YTO CIIYYUJIOCh C TEMH, KTO OCTaBUJI MHE IIyJIEBble OTBEPCTUSA? — MATUIIETHUMN U TPOE
TOJICTHIM IIMPAT COpBaJl ¢ cebst pydallKy, ¥ Ha ero Tese 010 60Jiee MIOKUHE MyJb: — B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB, Te MapHu Oblyid BeIOpoIIeHH JIao 113y, u ero gBHUKeHUS OBUIM TakK MeJIEHHHB], YTO OH MOT
SICHO CJIBIINIATh MX CTeHAHUS ¥ MOILOBI 0 moIaae! Ho TBost MasieHbKasi TOJI0BKA — 3TO HEMHOI'0
mpo6ieMaTUYHO, Belb €CIIA MTPUI0XKUTh HEMHOTO CHJIbI, OHA OTBAJIMTCS U MTOKATUTCS Iofd HorH JIao
113y, xa-xa-xa!HagMeHHOEe cMeX pa3HecCs BOKPYT, ¥ IUPATHl IPOAOIXKUIIY TalllUTh YKPajeHHbIe BeIu
oOpaTHO Ha KOpabib. YTO KacaeTCs PHIKEBOJIOCOTO IOHOIIN C ITUCTOIETOM...O, T03aUMCTBYH €r0
CMeJIOCTb, OH OCMEJIUTCS BRICTPENIUTH?ITU TPYCH, KOTOPHIE MOT'YT OBITh TOJIBKO 3aIlyTaHbl, He UMEIOT
CMEeToCTH CTPensaTh!— BricTpenu! — JIXKOTTO He 3HaJ, KOTga OH ITOSBUIICS 3a CIIMHOM IOHOIIH, €T0
rja3a CBEPKHYJIM XOJIOOHEIM CBETOM, ¥ OH Me[JIEHHO IIPOU3HeC: — Pa3 yxK TEl OCMeNIUCS BCTaTh,
moyemy Obl Tebe He OCMENUTHCS UCIIOIb30BaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE PYKH, YTOOH! 3alIUTUTEL CBOIO
pomuny? THI y2Ke cOesast MepBhIi Inar, moueMy OBl He TPOXOJIKUTh?FOHOIIIA 3aapoXkKan U MeIJIeHHO
IIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY. B TOT MOMEHT, KOrAa OH yBuAen [[2KOTTO, ero rina3a PacClIuPUINCh, X ero JIUI0
OBLIIO ITOJTHO YOUBIIEHUS U PafioCTh: — bpat [IKoTTo!— Maskl, Xo4yellb BMeIlaThCs B CBOU fiefla? —
TPO€e TOJICTHIM MUPAT TYT kKe 00epHYyJICS. XOTs BHEITHOCTH [I2KOTTO yAUBHIIA €T0, B €ro r'ja3ax Bce
eltle OBIJIO TTPe3PEeHNe, ¥ OH He COOMpPAsiCsl BOCIIPUHUMATh 9TO BCEPhE3.[I2KOTTO KUBHY I0HOIIIE,
3aTeM Cfeal [Ba IIara BIlepeq ¥ BCTall Iepefd NupaToM: — B 3Ty 910Xy BEIMKUX NUPATOB, KOHEYHO,
OymeT MHOTO CHUJIbHBIX JTIOIEH, 3aC/TyKUBAIOIINX BHUMAaHUs, HO Thl CPey HUX He oguH.— KpoMme TorO,
s1 He 11001110 BMEIIMBAThCSI B CBOM MieJla, HO 0CTpoB CelKeH — 3TO MOsI POJMHA, U Jaxe YauTbeapn He
MOXKET I03BOIUTHL cede TyT OecUMHCTBOBaTh!Kak myTelecTBEHHUK, 3TO MECTO, TTle OH MOXKeT
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh YYBCTBO MPUYaACTHOCTH.II09TOMY, HEBaXKHO KTO 3TO, faxe YantOeapy, KOTOPHIA
celyac IpHU3HaH CaMBIM CHUJIBHEIM B MOPE, He JIOJIKEH TYT yCcTpauBaTh 6ecrnopsaku!— Xa-xa-xa! O
yeM THI, uauoT? TrI BCe elre o 6erom 6opone? Cryiait, ©OUOT, Jaxe TOT Pomxkep, s He BOCIPUHUMAIT
BCcepbe3!He TOIBKO 3TOT TpOe TOJICTHIY TUPAT, HO U ApyTrUe NUPATH Tak¥kKe CMEeSAJIUCEH B 3TOT
MoMeHT.[laxke YauTOeaps He MOXKET TyT 0eCUMHCTBOBATh?ECu Obl 3TO OBIT IENHCTBUTEIHHO
YaiitOeapq, s myMaio, OCTPOB OBIT OB YHUUTOXKEH OJHUM yIapoM, He Tak 1 ?BbiaropogHelii I0HOIIa
mepeqn HUM, KaXXeTCsl, UMeeT IpobieMbl B TOJI0Be.3aTeM, B 3TOT MOMEHT, BCE TOILKO YBUIEIH
mocyieo0pas BCIBIXHYBINKM, U JTAMOHL CMEPTEIFHOT0 IJITaMEeHM BHE3AITHO CXBATHIIa TOJIOBY IIUpaTa, u
3areM...— Ccrin!MoInHas cuia, B COYeTaHUY C YIapoOM CMepPTeIbHOT0 IIJIaMeHH, T0JI0Ba TupaTta Oblia
IPsSIMO pa30KTa 0 3eMJTI0, ¥ 3eMJISI TPeCHYJIa U3-3a 3TOT0, U HaxKe OKPYXKalollue JIIOOU MOTJIH
IIOYyBCTBOBaTh BUOpAIIMIO B 3TOT MOMEHT.Bce BOKpYT, MUpaTHl U KUTEIU 0CcTpoBa CelKeH ObIu
IIOpaXkeHbl, OHU He BUOENIN YeTKO OBUKeHUM [[2KOTTO TONMhKO 4T0.HO OHU 0YeHb SICHO TOHUMAIH, 4TO
3TO ONPENENIEHHO He TO, YTO MOXKET CHejlaTh OOLIYHEBIM YesloBeK!— BpaThs, ybeliTe ero!—
OcmenuTech OGPOCUTH BEI30B HaIMM CKeJleTHHIM [TupaTtaM U pa30pBUTE €ro Ha YacTu!XoTs oHU ObITU
HEMHOT'0 HaIlyTaHbl CHUJIOH [I3KOTTO, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, uX CKeseTHBIe [IupaThl OBUIM MHOTOYNCTIEHHHI,
1 OHM MOTJIH OBITH 00Jiee CMeJIBIMU. B ux MHeHUH, maxe eciu [I3KOTTO uMesl HEMHOTO CHJIBI, OH He
MOT TIPOTUBOCTOSITh TAKOMY OOJIBIIIOMY KONMYECTBY U3 HUX.BCKOpe, XOTs, OHM y3HAIOT, KaK
omubaroTCs B CBOUX mercTBUSX!B rinasax [IKOTTO 3TU MUpPATH Jaxe He CIIoCco0HH K 0010. B HOBOM
MHpe OHU Haxe He Jo0IeCTHRIE conmaThl. [faxke ecimu ux OyOeT B HECKOJIBKO pa3 0osible, OHU He
MOTYT IPEACTABIIATh OIS HET0 HUKAKOM yrpo3bl. TamanTel CKeneTHHIX [IMpaToB BeIOEKaIU HECKOIBKO
maros, ¥ [[2KOTTO MaxHYJI ITpaBOX PYKOM, KOTOpas IIbljaja IlaMeHeM CMePTH, U IJlaMs aTpudyTa
He0a MTHOBEHHO 3all0JTHUJIO OKPYy2Kalolllee MPOCTPaHCTBO.Bce mupaTh, KOTOPHIE MPUOIU3UIUCE K
HeMy, ObLIM TTOKPHITHL IIJTaMeHeM, ¥ MOXKHO OBIJIO BUIETh TOJIBKO (DUTYPY, TIOCTOSHHO IIPOHOCSIYIOCS
yepes maaMs. Bcero 3a HeCKOIbKO BOOXO0B, IECATKY MUPATOB BCe yIanu Ha 3eMito.Cpasy mocine



atoro, [I3)KOTTO MOOHSI IEBYIO PYKY K TPYyAH, 3a0pas Bce IIaMs CMEPTH, ¥ 3aTEM €ro B3TJISA yIall Ha
Kopabyb TUPAToB Hemodaneky.— BhI Bce elle coOupaeTech MpsTaThCs Ha ogke?T o1oc yman, u
BBICOKHMY MYXKYHHA OKOJIO TPEX METPOB BHIIIEI ¢ KOpabyis IIar 3a IIaroM, oepxa B J1€BOM pyKe
KOCTSTHOM HOXK C 3y04aThIM JIe3BHEM, C XOJIOMHOM yNIbIOKOoM Ha nuile.Ero rina3a ObIM IPUKOBAHEL K
II>KOTTO, ¥ OH He CMOTPeJI Ha CBOUX JIIOZIEH IO IIyTH BHU3, KakK OyOTO eMy OBIJIO BCe PaBHO Ha UX
JKU3HU U CMePTU.— Marblill, TBOS CHJjla XOPOIlla, X04elllb CTaTh MOUM MOTYUHEHHBIM? — BBICOKHUM
MyK4YMHa CTOSINT He 60Jiee OecsTH MEeTPOB OT [I3KOTTO U YXMBIUTBHYIICS.Aypa, UCXOASIIas OT ero Tena,
O0Y€eHb OTJIMYAETCS OT TeX, KTO U3 MEJIKUX MUPATOB. DTOT BEICOKMY MYyXKYKWHA BHITJISOUT KaK YeJI0BEK,
KOTOPHIM MOXKeT cMeraThes. ITupatel B HoBom Mupe.— Bce TBou moguynHEHHBIe OBUTH PacIpPaBIeHE
MHOH. [Ipu TakuxX 00CTOSTENIBCTBAX, THI BCE €Ille MOXKEIh IPHUHATh MeHsa?JInno [1K0TTo OBIIO KpaliHe
CIIOKOWHEIM, ¥ €T0 TOH OBbIJT HOpMasbHEIM, HO B I/IyOKHe ero ria3 Obula He3aMeTHasd... upoHud!— I'y-
xa-xa! 9To MPOCTO Ky4ya Mycopa, KOTOPYIO0 MOXKHO BEIOPOCHUTH B JTI000€ BPEMS, YETO TYT
6ecrmokouThCs? TOMBKO MYKYKMHEI C TOCTATOYHOMN CHUJION MOTYT JeMCTBUTEIILHO IIJIaBaTh 110 MOPIO,
TaK 4TO... TBOS IIEHHOCTD II0 CPAaBHEHUIO C MycOpoM Ha 3emiie. O0a BHICOKY, KOHEYHO, S MOTY
IIPUHSATH CUIIBHOTO YeJlIoBeKa Bpofie Te0s. Bhicokui MyK4KHa [aXke He 3aJyMbIBasiCs 00 3TOM, OH
IIPOCTO 00€CIIeHUIT CBOMX IOJYMHEHHBIX 0 HUYT0.Korfia OH yCbIlIan 3TH CloBa, [KO0TTO HEBOIHHO
HaxXMypUJICs, OH HeHaBUeJI TaKUX apHel.— XeX, eCTh Mycop moBcroony? Ilogymaii 0 TOM, 4TO ThI
CKasaJl, YTo fefaeT Te0s AyMarolluM, YTO Thl HE IPUHAIEeKHUIIb K Mycopy?[IJIsl 9TOT0 BBICOKOTO
MYKYUHBI, IMPAThl Ha 3eMJIe — 3TO Mycop. A ans [IXKOTTO, mapeHb nepen HUM, KOTOPBIM CUUTaeT
CBOMX TOBapHIIEN MyCOpPOM, XyKe, 4eM Mycop!— Masii, ny4iie ObITh 00Jiee YBaKUTEIbHEIM, KOTHA
THI pa3roBapuBaeib co MHOU! I — rnaBa CkeneTHuIX [TupaToB, JIopa [IuMo, KOCTSHON HOXK C
Harpanoi B 57 MUIIKMOHOB! A TOT MyCOpP, KOTOPHIH TH TOJIBKO YTO COMJI, TI0 CyTH, COBEPIIEHHO
apyrou! [IMMo TPOMKO KPUKHYJI, ¥ €r0 BeCh YeJIOBEK BHIIIE] CUIBHO, JepKa KOCTIHOM HOX U
B3MaxHYyJ B [I2K0TT0.YEIOKA Ha €ro JInile Tak:ke cTajla Bce 0ojiee BeI3bIBaoIed. Takoi 60 3aCTaBUIl
€ro Ype3BbIYaliHO BO30YKIEHHEIM, a 3aTEM B €ro 0XKHUIAaHUM, KpOBaBas KPOBb, KOTOpas OymeT
pa30pLI3ruBaThHCS 1OBCIOAY, OblNa elle 6oyiee Bo30yxKaaiei.B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia ero KOCTSHOM
HOX yTIaJ, mocyeo6pa3 [JKOTTO ocTaics Ha MecTe OB IIPSIMO pa3pe3aH.BepHo, ToNMbKO mocneobpas
Obl1 pa3pe3an!— Harpaga B 57 MunnnoHoB? KaxeTcs, 3Ta Harpaga He UMeeT Hu4ero o0Iero ¢
TBOeu cumnou!l'omoc mpuien c3agu [IuMo, 4 B Ty CeKYHAY, [I2KOTTO ABUTAJICS C BBICOKOUW CKOPOCTHIO C
BBIOPOCOM IIJTAMEHU CMEPTH U IOSIBUJICS MPSMO 1Mo3aay Hero.Clenyolui MOMEHT, eT0 IIpaBast pyka
cXKanach B KyJlaK, ¥ 3aTeM OHa OBICTPO CTajla YepPHBIM, U 3HEPTUs MJIaMeHU CMEPTH TaKxXKe CTajia
Ype3BbIUalHO CKOHIIEHTPHPOBaHHOU.— CMepTenbHOe Boopyxkenue? Kocts Criomana!CoueTanue
IJlaMeHu CMepTH U [106IeCTH BOOPYKEHHOTO I[BEeTa, CKJjla, KOTopasi B30pBajach, Obljia JOBOJIBHO
yxkacHol. Korma o 6vi1 Ha Kopabie Pomkepa, cloMaHHBIE KOCTH, CO3[MaHHBIE IIYTEM COYETAHUS IBYX
cuy, ObUIM Hay4eHBl eMy CTapiuuM Ha Kopabie...Cosetsl oT [lyrinaca bappertal!l'naBa 4 CeMbs
[lenrenellyrnac bappett, u3BecTHbI Kak [IoTomMok [IbsaB01a.Y ogHa U3 IpUYUH, I0YEMY Y HEr0 eCTh
3TOT TUTYJI, 3aKJII0YaeTCsS B TOM, UTO OH 00beIUHUII CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO S9HEPTHUIO IIpU3pakKa C
no06IIecThIO ayphl, ¥ €T0 CKOPOCTh U CHUJIa 3HAUUTEIHHO YIYYIININCh, KaK ObSBOJI U3
ama.OCHOBBEIBAsICh Ha 3TOM COYETAHUU IIpuU3pakKa U mo0IeCcTy HaBLIKOB, KOTHa OH OBLT Ha KopalOie, OH
Hayuun [IKOTTO 00beUHSTh 9HEPTHI0 CMEPTH C NOOIECTHIO SHEPTUH, YTOOLI CO30aTh OPYKUE
sHepruu cMepTu.— YTo!IIpOH3UTEeNbHBIM KPUK UCXOOUII U3 pTa [IMMO, U KPUK IJIAJICA MEeHee ABYX
CEKYH]I. 3aTHIJIOK er0 T'OJIOBbI OBIJT CUJIBHO YIApPEeH Ky/akoM [[KOTTO, ¥ OH OB IPSIMO pa3mpobJieH.
HeMmas rima3a MOTYT SICHO BUfIETh, UTO €T0 T0jI0Ba OblIa 3HAUUTEHHO Ae@opMupoBaHa.Teo 0KoJo
TPeX MEeTPOB yIaJio IPSIMO BIleper, U y&Ke OjegHbIe T7la3a BCe elle BhipaXkKanu HeBepue. Tkl MOXKeIllb
CUMUTATHCS TUPATOM, KOTOPHIY OBLIT B MOPE HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, HO OH OBLI JIETKO COUT MOJIOIBIM
yesroBeKoM?Bce mpou30I11o Tak OBICTPO, YTO JazxKe OKPYKalollue He YCIenu oTpearupoBath.Iloce
TOr0, KaK KOCTSIHOM HOXK [[MMO ymas, BCe BOKpPYT B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aalljofgupoBaniu.— [JKOTTO, TH
YOUBUTEIbHBIA ManbuuK!— Thl BepHYICcS BoBpeMs, [[xkoTTo!Cpenu HuX OBUIM HEKOTOPHIE JIIOIH,
KOTOpBIe 3HaU [I2KOTTO paHbliile. B KoHIle KOHIOB, [I2KOTTO BEIPOC Ha 0cTpoBe CelKeH, TO eCTh U3-3a
npubsiTusa [IupaToB Popkepa HECKOIBKO JIeT Ha3al, OH MOKMHYJI CBOIO POOMHY U KU1 Ha Mope.Tak
YTO OH He ye3KaJl HaJo/Iro, U JIIogu Ha ocTpoBe CeliKeH, KOHEYHO, He 3a0blyii ero. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,



Korga oH OblT Ha ocTpoBe CelikeH, [I:KOTTO ObIT 0OUeHb 3aMeTHBIM. He TOTBKO ero 30JI0TUCTO-
OpaHXKEeBBIE BOJIOCH], HO ¥ €T0 CIIOKOWCTBHE C IETCTBA, ¥ €T0 YIIOPCTBO IPOU3BENY BIIeUaT/IeHHE Ha
XKuTenen octpoBa CeiikeH.MoxkeT ObITh, MHOTHE JIIOOK He 3HAIOT ero uMs — JI2KOTTO, HO KOTa peyb
UMET O PhIB caMble IEpPBLIE IHU CYIIIECTBOBAHUS CeMbH [IeHTTIH, OHM ObIIM CaMOOPTaHU30BaHHOM
IIOJIUIIMEHN, 3aluIalollell MeCTHRIX KuTejei. [1oaToMy, Korga [IKOTTO Kymuil O0JIbIION 0COOHSK, OH
nonpocuin Kpoynu cobpath Tiofel, KelalouX B3AThCS 3a OpPyKHUe U 3alUTUTh IOPSIAO0K B 3TUX
XaO0TUYHHIX BpeMeHax. OT0 ObLIM MOJIOAbIE TIOAU C OCTPOBa K9H.YBUOEB 3TUX MOJIOABIX JIIOTEH,
[I2KOTTO MeJIEeHHO BCTaJ U OrJisifgen Bcex.— [lymaro, o myTy ciofa Kpoynu pacckasain BaM, YTO MBI
cobupaeMcs fenaTh BMecTe. Bce 3HAIOT, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH ITpexkae, HO HUKTO He BCTall TOrfa. Ecimu Tak
IIPOMOJIKUTCS, B 9TH OHU OCTPOB CelKeH MOXKET CTaTh JINIIbh IPUCTAHbIO I PYCaJlokK, U 5 He X04y,
YTOOBI TaKO€ CITy4YUnI0Ch.— M 4TOOB IPENOTBPATUTh 3TO, €CTh TOJIBKO OOWH IyTh: MBI IOJKHHI CTaTh
OOCTAaTOYHO CUNIbHBIMU!OOUH U3 MOJIOABIX JIIOJel yCTaBUICS Ha [IKOTTO U BAPYT CIPOCUI:— 3HAYMUT,
OpaT [:K0TTO, MBI CTAaHOBUMCS IMPATAMHU, KOTfla coOupaemcs BMecte?Mope nubo ais ¢pioTta, mubo
OIS TUPATOB.Y CIIBIIIAB 3TOT BOMPOC, [I2KOTTO MOKaval r0JI0OBOM U OTBeTHI:— HeT, MBI COBEPIIIEHHO
He MO0X0XKH Ha NMUPaToB. Ec/iu HaM HYXKHO YTO-TO Ha3BaTh, TO, HABEPHOE, MBI JOJIXKHEI OBITH
paciieHeHH Kak ocobast Madusi. ECiu Bb TOTOBH MPUCOETUHUTHLCS, TO OCTaBaWTeCh 3ech. Huuero
CTPAIIHOTO, eCJIA He XOTUTE, ITPOCTO IIOBEPHUTECH U yXonuTe.[1o MpoIiecTBUYA HEKOTOPOT0 BpeMeHU
HU OOWH M3 MOJIOOBIX JIIofeH, BKIo4Yast Kpoynu, He yIen, u OHU, BO3MOXKHO, BCIIOMHMIM O IIupaTtax-
Ckenerax, U UX B3I CTal Bce 00jiee PeIIMTeIbHEIM. YBUIEB TAaKYI0 KapTHUHY, U0 [IKOTTO TaKke
03apuIoCh yIoBieTBopeHreM.— OueHb XOPOIIO, TOTHA C 9TOT0 MOMeHTa ceMbs IleHresne OymeT
OCHOBaHa!
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