"Bax!"Kak ¢pyTO0IbHEIN MS4, CUIIBHO YIapeHHbIN HOTOH, purypa Amekcuu MTHOBEHHO BBUIETENa U3-
3a yria, mpoHecjaack MUMO Jlepuu u Bpe3anach B CTeHY no3aau!Ha cTeHe TyT xKe IOSBUIIOCH
yenoBeveckoe yriyonenue! Teo maTaaoch ¥ BEIBAIMIIOCh U3 CTEHBI. ATIEKCUS HaXMYPHUIICS U
IIOCMOTPEII Ha CBOIO SIBHO M3MEHMBIIYIOCS IPaByl0 PYKY. BOIb OT CIIOMaHHBIX KOCTEU U Pa30pBaHHBIX
MBIIII] 3aCTaBUIa ero cxkaTh 3y0rl!"YTo TH MMeellb B BUAY?"Anekcus 3apeidan.OTa OnyCTHI JIEBYIO
PYKY U BHITALIUN iBe O0MbIIve MeUYd U3-3a CIUHHL: "BcTpeda c BpaxkaeOHOU OamMunueil B mog3eMenbe
— pasBe 3TO He AOCTATOYHHIX MOBOJ OJIS OeMCTBUU?""ITO AEeUCTBUTEIBHO YAUBIAET... CaMblid
CUJIbHBIM YeJI0BEK B TOPOZiEe, OKa3bIBAeTCs, JIIOOUT u3meBaThCsa Haf cyiabeiMu." [T0TOKM XOJIOIHOTO
noTa mpobpanuch Ha 100 Oxcuu. "C 3Toi TOYKM 3peHus, CTpykTypa ®amunuu ®pes melcTBUTEIHHO
xkanka.""Kak ckaxeb."OTBeT OThI OBITT 6€C3IMOIMOHANIEH, ¥ OH GPOCHUII OIPOMHBIN Med y HOT MKcuwu:
"Bo3pMmu ero. [ToToMm yoapu MeHs. Onbduiika TaM MOXKET MCII0/Ih30BaTh Maruio Kak X04deT, 1 He Oyny
MetaTh.""...YT0 3T0 3HAUUT?" ['Ma3a AneKkcuu CTanu HEMHOTO X0/10Hee, "X0o4elllb CEIPaTh B
Msarkue?""3to munocepaue."bax!Kasamoch, 4To 4TO-TO BHYTPU MEHS B30PBaIOCh, © MOM MO3T
MTHOBEHHO OnycTes! OKCUS MOJHsANIa Med Y CBOUX HOT M puHYyachk K OTO, CJIOBHO CTpesia U3
nyka!OrpoMHEBEIA Med, KOTOPBEIM OHa Bjiafiesia OOHOU PYKOU, IpoHeccs ¢ nonHou cunon!"Kan!"[IBa
OIMHAKOBBIX KJIMHKA CTOJIKHYIHUCH B Bo3xyxe.l B ToT Ke MomeHT——"Jledus! [Tomnmu! Bepremcs Ha
mOBepXHOCTh!""——!"T'poMKHit KpUK JKCHUU 3acTaBui Jlepuio MTHOBEHHO IIOHSATh, YTO OH UMEIT B
BUJy — OH OCTAHETCS 37IeCh, & OHa BEePHETCS Ha MIOBEPXHOCTh, YTOOBI COOOIIUTEL 00 3TOM UlleHaM
CeMbHU U NIPUBECTH MOAKPENIeHNe.ITO ONTUMalbHOe pelieHne.Cpaxasach ¢ OTO, KOTOPHIUA MOXKET
OTTIyUIUTh ATIEKCHIO OMHUM YIAapOM, OHU, BO3MOXKHO, He CMOTYT ITOOeOUTh ero Jaxe BMecCTe, I03TOMY
3ecCh HYXKHO cfiefiaTh BbIOOp. OnTUMAabHEIM pellleHreM OyIeT 0CTaBUTh JKCHUIO, Y KOTOPOi O0JIbliie
MHOVBUOYalIbHOU 00€BOM MOIIHM, 37[€Ch, UTOOH YOEpKUBATh €T0, B TO BpeMs Kak Jledus
BO3BpalllaeTcs Ha MOBEPXHOCTh.KoHeUHO, cMoXKeT i Jledusi BEPHYTHCS Ha ITOBEPXHOCTD, 3aBUCUT OT
ee cocoOHocTen."Ho--"OcTaBuTh JKCHIO 30eCh ofnHYy?JIedus cpasy ke MOYyBCTBOBAJIA
HellepeHOCHMOe MEICITb B cBoeM ceppaue!"Kan!"CxBaTka MeXOy KIMHKaMU AJIUJIach JIUIIb MTHOBEHHUE.
OKCUMHOU aTaKe He YOaJoCh IPOTUBOCTOSITh OMHOCTOPOHHEN cujie OTEHI, U IIOCJIeAYoIIUI yaap CHOBa
otOpocun ero!OgHaKo, B MOMEHT OTJieTa, JKCHS U3MEeHMIa CBOIO TIO3UIINIO TaK, YTOOH! OBITH
HaMepeHHO OTOPOIIeHHOU B CTOpPoHY Jleduu, u 3ateM——"bax!"be3xkanoctao nuyn Jleduio B 3ax!
[Tryn ee npsamo B nec!"Okcus!""BepHuch Ha TOBepXHOCTh! "Aslekcus CHOBa 3akpuuai.lnaas Ha
3nbGUUKY, CKPBIBLIYIOCS B JIECY, ¥ Ha MapHS, JepKallero Med OgHOM PYKOM, YTOOL OCTAHOBUTH €TI0,
Orta He 3HaJ, XBaJIUJI OH UJIKX B3[bIXasl: "Xopomui BEIOOP, YTOOHR CAMOCTOSITEILHO pa3pe3aTth Bpara.
Ho HampacHO, Tkl AyMaelllb, 4TO g I03B0JII0 Tebe ymacTh." , ¥ TOT{la CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH moTpedyeTcs,
yTOOBI JOTHATHL ee?""Ho 9TO U eCTh TO, YTO TH XOUelllb, BepHO?"AJIeKCHs YyBCTBOBAJI 3TO, OT I'J1a3
OTrl — ero B3rIsia OBINT Ha Hel ¢ caMoro Havana.OH mpuiien ciofa 3a co6oii.He ObII0 HU CMSTEHUS,
HU MMITPOBU3AlIMM, OH IIeNI IPSIMO K HEX C IBHOU 11eJ1bi0.X0TSI OH He 3HaJl, I0YEMY OH 9TO [ejlaeT,
3TO0 OBIJIO TPABUIILHO. [T0Ka OH GJIOKMPOBATT €T0 3[IeCh, HUYEro He CIyuuTcs c Jledueit, u, mo
KpaliHel Mepe, OHU MOTJIX u30exKaTh MafieHus BMecTe. U cam s ipecnenyeMbiit. .. (I
MaKCHUMaJbHOTO COXpaHeHUsI COOCTBEHHOI'O CYIIeCTBOBaHMUS, ITI0Ka He paccMaTpuBal mobeny Hap
IIPOTUBHUKOM, ¥ CTOM Ha 3alllUTe BCEMU CUJIaMU, 03KU[as BO3MOKHOCTH K OETCTBY.)IKCUS CIIOKOWHO
PelInI Ha Clledylouui miaH 6051.B To ke BpeMs--(O4eHb CIIOKOMHBIN, KaK Oy[TO I'HEB, ITOKa3aHHbIN
MOUM IIPOBOKAIIUSIM U YHUKEHHEM, ObUT iTo3ueli... HeT, ckopee, 4eM JTHYHBIE YYBCTBA, THl OTHAEIID
IIPUOPUTET BLIXKMBAHUIO CBOUX TOBapHinel? OTIHYHOE CykKOeHNe, TPOHULIATEIbHOCTL M CIIOCOOHOCTh
BLITIOJIHEHU S, XOPOIIINEe Ka4yeCTBa, He NTOX0XKe Ha IeCTHaAlaTUIeTHETo apHd.)OTa TakXke TUXO0
Ha0ioman 3a I0HOIIeH nepep coboi.Ecnu mogyMaTts, ecnu Obl HE 3TH Ka4eCTBa, OH He CMOT OB
OCTaBaThCsI HETIOKONEeOUMEIM Iepen cOOCTBeHHBIM fmaBineHueM.Torma OTa mogHsn cBoi Meyd."Torma
maBal HauHeM KpeilreHue.""TTokaxu 3ToM 60THMHE TBOIO PEIIMMOCTH [3amuinaTs]."44. Pemenue
KacnmaHbOTO He COpeBHOBATENIbHOE MEIIIIIeHKEe. [IpoCcTO HEMHOTO JTI000NEITHO. OTHOCUTENIBHO CaMOT0
cunpHOTO OpJIapuo, 0 KOTOPOM OHA CJIBIIIaia TOJIBKO 110 UMeHU, DKCUS JeHCTBUTENbHO Oblla
HEMHOT0 JTI000TbITHA.JII060NBITHO, HACKOIBKO OH CHUJIEH, TI00OMBITHO, KaK OH CPAaBHUBAETCS C ee
yuuTeseM, JTI00OMBITHO, KAK OH CPaBHUBAETCS C ee NeTCKOM TI000BbhIO... TIOOOMBITHO, KaK OH
CpaBHUBaETCS C C000i.OTO MeHCTBUTENBHO ITPOCTO CaMOe YHUCTOE JII00O0MBITCTBO. M Tenepr——[]9T0



MunocepaueJATo 6s110 TO, uTo OTa CKalall, 4YTo CHaydaja Pa303auiIo JKCuio.XoTs OHa 0OOBIYHO Befla
ce0st OUeHb BEKIJIMBO, IO BIUSHUEM enuckona OTTO OHA OTHOCHUIACh KO BceMy 6oJiee palroHalIbHO
1 CIIOKOMHO, HO B TOT MOMEHT JKCHS OEeHCTBUTEIbHO PA303NIUIachk. ECTECTBEHHEIN ITHEB, HCXOMSAITNN
OT YHUXKEHUS U NIPe3PeHusi, — 3TO COBEPIIEHHO HOPMaJIbHbIY THEB [JId IIeCTHAOaTUIETHETO
napHs.Torga.[Kak gonro TH myMaelllb, YTO MHe ITOHAH0OUTCS, YTOOH COUTH TeOs U 3aTeM [OrHaTh
ee? [J9To OBIJIO BTOPOE MPEMIoKEHNE, KOTOPOe pa303iauio Anekcuio. HeT, ckopee, OHO BEI3BajI0 THEB
B €T0 Cepplle, KOTOPHIM OH MOfaByIsia pa3yMoM.YToOw 06ecrieuuTh BelKMBaHue ce0s u Jlepuu, oH He
[OJI2KEH MO3BOJIUTh THEBY B34Th BepX. C 9TUM pa3yMOM JKCHUS IPUHSI pPelleHre pa3pe3aTh
CUTYyalMIO ¥ T03BONIUTH Jleduu yitu nepBor.bonee Toro, 0H 04eHb XOPOIIO 3HAJ, YTO CaMOe
Oonbiee, omuH U3 HUX U Jlepus mormnu yitu.llens OTh — oH. [JaXke eciid OH 3aX04eT y6exkaTh,
CTOJIKHYBIIKCH C HUM Ha YPOBHEe 7, DKCHS He JyMaeT, UTO OH [JOCTATOYHO OBICTD, UTOOH yOexKaThb OT
Hero. Xotst OTa, KaxkeTcst, He 00€ell, XOPOIII0 BiIafeloii CKOPOCThIO, B OCHOBHOM 3HaYeHUE
crmoco0HOCTH oToOpaxKaeTcs TaM.JII0OO0MBITCTBO O Pa3HUIle MEXKIY CO00M U UM, TeKYyIas CUTYallus,
13 KOTOPOY HEeBO3MOXKHO y0exKaTh, CaM IIpeciiefyeMblii, TOKYIIKa BpeMeHu [ys Jlebuu, rHeB,
KOTOPHIN BBI3HIBAETCS B €T'0 Cepfille, HEOIBITHAS MOJIOAOCTh... COYeTaHUe PA3IUYHBEIX 00CTOSITENbCTB,
Okcus nopHsna cBox Med."bax————!"0ra moien Bliepen 1 caenan KpaiHe TSxKemnwd mar. Ukecus
JIETKO CMOTJla B3MaxHyTh OTPOMHEIM Me40M, KOTOPEIM OHa C TPyAOM Briafesna. Korga oHa B3MaxHyJla
uM, Oyps-mogoOHEIN yHap puHyicd K Mkecuu nepepn ynapoM. Bect Asusi!HeT HUKaKUX yI0BOK.OTO
camas yuctas Gpopma cuibl.(Med--)BEIIONHSS CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM 000POHUTEIBHEIN JTaH, DKCUS
Cpasy Xke IMPUTroTOBUIACh UCII0Ib30BaTh TaMKI0 CloKM, 4YTOOB HEWTpanu30BaTh yaap.Ho--"bax------
I"TIpexme ueM Oblyta chopMupoBaHa BricTpas ®opma, TOTBPKO MOMEHT CTOJIKHOBEHHS KJTMHKOB,
HKkcus moyyBCTBOBajla yaap, KOTOPHIM 3aTPOHYJI ee Bce Tesno! PeakTuBHas cuja, KOTOpas 3aTeM
BEpHYyJach, Ha CaMOM [ieJie ITOATONKHYyIa AJeKCHI0 Ha MeCTe, ¥ KJIMHOK U €€ pyKa OTCKOYUIIU
BMecTe! CUIbHBIY yOap IIOYTH 3acTaBUI ANIEKCHUIO He yoep&KaTh PYKOATh Meda, U ee JieBas PykKa,
Ka3aJIoCch, OblyTa BEIBUXHYTA U ciioMaHa! (UYTo——He Mory pa3peuuTs?!)TapaH neicTByeT Kak
KOJIECHHIIa! DTO, BEPOSTHO, CaMOe MOAXOOsdIlee OnrcaHue B 9TO BpeMa.OTa
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