Korpga s1 cHOBa OTKphUIa I'/1a3a, TO IOHSNA, 4TO O0/bille He B KapeTe. BOKPYT MeHSI paCKUHYJICS
HEe3HaKOMBIH JIec, a 51 onupaach Ha KOPHU TUTAHTCKOT0 IepeBa, KOTOPOe eBa MOTJIu Obl 06XBaTUTh
YeTBepPO-NIATEPO YeJloBeK. ['ycTas nucTBa Haf roJI0BOM CIIJIeTalach B HENIPOHUIIAEMBIN I10JI0T, CKBO3b
KOTOPHIN ITPOOMBAJICS JIUIIL PACCeSTHHBIN CBET, CO3[jaBast Ha 3eMJie IPUYyIuBLIe NATHa TeHH.C
TPYLOOM TIOOHSIBIIKCH, S TPOBEJIa PYKOM II0 TOJIOBE, MBITasICh CTEPETh OCTAaTKHU I'OJIOBHOM 001H, U
TIIOTIRITAJIaCh BCIIOMHUTD, YTO IMIPOU30IIJIO ITepe] IIoTepel co3HaHnus. [Ioxoxe, Hall KapaBaH OBII
aTakoBaH Meny301, 4yJOBUIIEM CO 3MEUHBIM XBOCTOM. OCTaibHbEIEe IIPOTIAJIY, @ MeHs CXBaTUlla I0Hasd
Mepny3a ¢ ©3yMpPYyAHO-3€IEHBIM XBOCTOM. ¢l HE CONPOTUBIIANACH - CKOpee OT CTpaxa, YeM OT
nymeBHbIX cui. OHa, KaxeTcs, Obllla BO MHe pa3fpaxeHa ... YKycusia MeHs. BHe3amHo s BHoxXHya
TIOJIHOM T'PyObI0. PyKa, CKONb3uBIIaAs 10 10y, MHCTUHKTUBHO KOCHYJIAch Iieu. HeyquBUTENbHO - S
ollyTasa ABe HeryboKue paHKU OT YKycoB.ETo 3yOnl amoBuTHL. OmIyIas 0CTaTOUYHYIO C1ab0CTh B
Tesie, s1 OBICTPO MOHSNa 9T0. Kycas ry0y, s ¢ y&KacoM orjisgfesa OpeBHee OepeBo, HO He 00HapyKuila
HU MaJIelIero ciefa 1Hou Meny3sl ¢ U3yMpPyOHO-3€J€HEIM XBOCTOM.Yepe3 MrHOBEHYE U3 MeIIoYKa
Ha MOe} TPy[au OOUH 3a APYTHUM BBIIIOJI3JIU IBa KPOLIEYHHIX YesioBeYKa-rpuba. OHU CyeTUIUCh PSIIOM
CO MHOM, HemrpepriBHO 6opMoya: "TIyd" u "IIyd". d He moHKMMana WX CJIOB, HO 110 TOHY UX I'OJIOCOB
MOTJIa 3aK/IIOUUTh, YTO OHU CYUTAIOT 3TO MECTO OMACHBEIM U XOTAT, YTOOHI 5 yIIJIa KaK MOXKHO
ckopee.Ho okpyxXKatomiuii jiec ObIJI TOX0XK Ha TabupuHT. He ObIJIO HY OOHOM 3aMeTHOM TPONHL. f He
3Hasla, KyJa UATH, u 0osiack OPOAUTH Hayraj, HaTKHYBIINCH Ha YTO-TO elle Ooee
onacHoe."Tly..."OnuH 13 rpubHEIX YeJI0BEUKOB BOPYT IOTSHY 3a IOH0J MOoei 100KH U TOHEHBKOM
PYUYKOH, He TOJIIe MMaJ0YKHy IJIs1 e[Ibl, YKa3all B OIPeNesIeHHYI0 CTOPOHY.JIec ObIT JOMOM IS
rpubHBIX niofeii. OHU POCHIH 3[IeCh C CAMOT0 JeTCTBA, TI03TOMY Y HUX Obljla IIPUPOOHAs
YYBCTBUTEJILHOCTD K OITaCHOCTH ¥ MHCTHUHKT €€ u3beraTb.BHE3amHO 5 TOYYBCTBOBala 61arogapHOCTh
K 3TUM [IBYM MaJIF0TKaM, OCTaBJI€HHBEIM KaJHBIM HOYHBIM OXOTHUKOM, Be[lb OHU MOTJIU CIIaCTH MHE
x)u3Hb.HecMoTpst Ha c1abocCTh, 51 ¢ TPYOOM BCTasla, OIMpPasiCh Ha KOPHU OepeBa, B3siaa IpUuOHBIX
YyeJI0BEUKOB Ha PYKU U OBICTPO HaIllpaBUJIaCh B yKa3aHHOM MMM HallpaBlieHUU. sl JoJKHa Obla
IIOKMHYTH 3TOT JIeC, Ipexnae yeM Mefy3a, He 3HAIOLIUNU 0 MOEM MCUE3HOBEHUHU, BepHETCs. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OXKHfalolllasi MeHs ydacTh Oblyia ObI cTpalIHee cMepTH.JIec OB IIJIOTHO 3apoc,
TpaBa pociia Bhille MeHs. Ecnu Obl He rpubHOM YeloBeYeK, KOTOPHIY ITOKa3biBajl MHE MY Th, 5 O,
CKOpee BCero, KpyXuJja Ha MecCTe, He 3Has, Kyfa OBUraThCsa.bosICh, YTO y2KACHBIY YeJI0BEK-3Mest
HaCTUTHET MEHs, S He CMeJla OCTaHaBIMBAThLCS, II0Ka MOU HOTH, OY[TO JIUIIIEHHEIE CO3HAHUS, He
IIPEBPATUJINCEH B CBUHIIOBEIE I'PY3EL, @ TOPJIO He 3aXKTJI0 XKrydel 60Jbio. f IpUCIoHUIach K
OnuKauieMy epeBy U 0CTaHOBUIaCh Ha MrHOBeHue."TIyd!" - mBa rpubHLIX Ye0BeYKa, CUIEBIINE Ha
MOUX TIJIeYax, IIOTSHYJIM MeHs 3a BOJIOCH U C BOCTOPTOM yKa3ajIu BIlepen.fl B3TIsSHyIa B
HalpaBJeHUH, KOTOPOE OHU yKa3a/ll, U yBUAeJa HelofaneKy oT ce0sl YUCTHN POOHUK. 3BYK
CTPYySILENCcs BOOH, Tafalolleil Ha TJIagKue KaMHY, Obl1 MEJIOTUYHBIM U IPUSTHEIM. Bugs oty Bomy, 5
II0YYBCTBOBaJIa TaKyl XKaxkMy, 4YTO He CMOIJIa CKPHITh PafoCTu.f mocnelnmna K pONHUKY, [1I0CTaBUa
rpuOHBIX YEJIOBEYKOB Ha TPaBY, OMYCTUJIACh Ha KOJIEHU y 6epera U, 3a4epIIHyB JIaflOHSIMHU BOAY,
J)KagHo Hanuiack.lTpoxnagHas Bofa, IPOXOAs 10 TOPJY B XeJy[AO0K, YHsJa YCTaloCTh.B cremke
ofleKMia IIPOMUTAJIach IIOTOM M HETIPUSITHO JIUIIa K Koxke. Eciiu OBl BpeMsi TO3BOJIATIO, S OB
MCKyIlajach B POIHUKOBOU BOZe.YTONUB XKaxk[y, 51 ycejlach Ha KaMeHb ¥ Oepera, 3afpasa 00Ky,
TI0JI0KMJTa €€ Ha Oenpo, cHsa 00yBb U B3TJISIHYJIA Ha CBOM HOTU. HeyouBUTEIHHO, Ha MOJOLIBAX HOT
¥ TajbllaXx 00pa30BaiiCh MHOTOUUCIIEHHEIE MO30/IU. Tydu ObUIM U3HOLIEHH, & U3 OeJI0CHEXKHBIX
HOCKOB ITPOCTYIIa/IX KallIu SIPKO-KpacHoi KpoBu.[IpeBo3moras Kry4dyio 007ib, S CHsilIa HOCKU U
OIIyCTHJIa HOTH B XOJIOAHYIO Bofmy. OHEeMeBIIHe OT BOIBI CTOIEI OBICTPO TepecTany 601eTh.bosich, 4TO
IanbHelllee TPOMe/ijieHNe IPUBIIeYET YyIOBUIILE, S IPOCTO OYKUCTUIIa PaHbl Ha IOJOIIBaX HOT U
ObICTPO TIpou3Bena JeyeOHbIM puTyan.Tenno, oHeMeHue U JerKuil 3y OT 3aKUBIIUX PaH 0T
BO3[ENCTBAEM Maruu OBICTPO 3aCTaBWJIX MO30JIM U KpaCHble CUHSIKY Ha HOrax UCYe3HyTh. He
0CTaJIOCh HM Majieiiero ciena, OyaTo ux ¥ BoBce He Ob110.KOHEYHO, MOS CBeT/Ias Marus He Obla
TaKOM MOIIHOM, KaK OHJaWH-UTPa, B KOTOPYIO 5 UTpajia B IPeKHEM MUpE, THe ONHUM 1e4eOHbIM
3aKIMHaHNEM MOXKHO OBIJIO MTHOBEHHO M3/1€4YUTh JTI00yI0 paHy. Ho BUAEeTh 3TO CBOMMMU T'Jla3aMHu, He
noffamlneecs HaAy4YHOMY 00BSICHEHUIO, Marvio, HCXOASIIYI0 U3 MEeHSI CaMOM, — 3TO BCETZa BLI3HIBAJIO



y MeHS CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO.XOTS 5 BCE elle Obljla 04eHb yCTaJIoN, HO PaHbl Ha HOTaX 3aXKujy, U 5
cobupasack HageTh 00YBb ¥ HOCKH, YTOOBI ITPOIOJIXKUTE IIYTh, KAK BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO
OreHas JTa[loHb, BRIHEIPHYBIAS MU3-TI0M BOOBI, CXBaTUIa MEHS 3a JIOOBIXKKY. MTHCTUHKTUBHBIM CTpax U
OPOXKb 3aCTaBUJIM MEHS HEIIPOU3BOJILHO 3aKpUyaTh, I U30 BCeX CUJI IIHYJIa HOrOM IIPOTUBHUKA,
3aCTaBUB €T0 OTIYCTUTh MOIO JTOOLIKKY.OCBOOOOUBIINCE, 51 faxKe He OCMeNINIach OTJISHYThCS, YTOOBI
IIOCMOTPETh, UTO 3TO 3a CYIIEeCTBO CXBATUJIO MeHS. 4 cXBaTHJIa ABYX I'PUOHLIX YEJI0BEYKOB U
Opocunachk Oexath B lec.Ho mpoTuBHUK SBHO OB OBICTPEe MeHs. f mpobexkasa BCero HeCKOIBKO
1aroB, KaK MEHS Pe3KO0 MOOXBATUJII TOJICTHIM, JKUPHBIM 3MEUHBIN XBOCT C KeJITO-3eJI€HbIM
y30pOM."THI... 4eJIOBEK... Marus... ?"XPpUIIILIN, TIYX0H IojIoc, OYATO OT TPEHUS PIKABHIX KEJIE3HBIX
meTaneu, MeqJIeHHO IIPO3By4yas HaJl MOel rojIoBOK.fl ¢ y2KacoM yCcTaBuUiach Ha GUTYPY, TOpUYAIIYIO
HaJl MOUM TeJIoM: 00HaKeHHO€e MOIITHOe MYKCKOe TeJlo, KOPOTKHE KaIllTaHOBLEIE BOJIOCH], YEPTHI JIULIA,
OTJHYHBIE OT U3SAIIHON KPACOTH APYrux Memy3, HO 3aTOYEeHHbBIE 10l My2KECTBEHHOI'0, CypPOBOTO
YeJI0Be4EeCKOr0 BOMHA, OBIJIU TIOJTHE BEIHOCJIMBOCTH U NPUBJIEKATENILHOCTH. MOTYIIEeCTBEHHOE
yynosullle.OH Iypuil KeJITO-3eJIeHble BEepTUKaIbHbIE 3padykKy, IJII0d Ha MEHS, KaK Ha KPOJIMKa,
KOTOPOT'0 TTOMMaJsl XUIIHbIHM BOJIK. TpereTHLIN y2Kac CKOBaJl MHE CIIMHY, TYOhI IpOXKasu, S He Morjia
n3naTh HY 3ByKa.[loKa 51 He CTOJIKHYJIach C 3TUM yAyIIAOIIAM OIyIleHueM pubauKarolecs
CMEepPTH, 1 He MOTJIa [IOHATh, KaK CUJIbHO MEHS IyraeT, KaK OTYasgHHO g X04Y XKUTh B 9TOT
MoMmeHT.Kak OyATo, 3aMeTUB, UTO I MOJIYY OT CTpaxa Iiepefi ero BHEITHOCTHI0, YeJI0BEeK-3Mes
Me[IJIeHHO OIIYCTHJI B3TJISI[I, ¥ €r0 TJla3a YCTaBUIMCh Ha ABYX OPOZKAIIMX I'PUOHBIX YEJIOBEYKOB Y MEHS
Ha pykKax."'3dTo... efa..." - IpoOopMOTas OH, IPOTATHBas PyKy K HUM."——HeT!"{ HakKoHel] coOpaa
OCTaTKH XpabpoCTH, KpemnkKo o0xBaTuIa 'PUOHBIX YEJIOBEYKOB ¥ 3aKphlja UX CBOMM TEJIOM OT
3MenHOM pyKu.llaxe 3Hasi, 4YTO 3TO MOXKET CIIPOBOLIMPOBATh arpeCcCulo, 1 He MOrJjia CIIOKOWHO
CMOTPETH, KaK OH CheflaeT UX. XOTS g IOHUMaJIa, YTO B ero rjia3axX, BO3MOXKHO, Obljla HUKaKO!
PA3HUITE MEXKIY MHOM ¥ 9TUMU ABYMS I'prbaMu - BCEM 3TUM OH MOT ObI 3aKyCHUTh.B 3TOT MOMEHT B
T0JI0B€ IIPOMEJIbKHYIIU pPa3/InYHble MBICJIH, HO B UTOI'€ OHU NIPEBPATUJIACh B APOXKAIIUM IIETOoT.
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO I'yOBI C aIbIMU 3MEUHBIMHU S3bIKaMU TPUOIU3UIIUCh K MOEl XPYIIKOH 11ee, 6ynTo
OBl XOTSIT 3aXBaTUTh MOY BO3yX. CKOpO ero OrixaHue, CTAaHOBUBIIIEECS BCE Goee TSIXKeILIM U
BJIaKHEIM, [I0JIETEJIO 40 MOUX YIIel, BBI3BaB POXKb U OHEMEHUEe B MOell Toj10Be. FIMEHHO B 3TOT
MOMEHT, KOTfla 1 yXKe IIpefcTaBuia, Kak MEHS YKYCUT 3TOT OTPOMHBIA ¥ CUJIbHBIN YeJI0BEK-3Mes],
pasmascs pe3Kui, XPUILIbIH, BpaxkaeOHbIH PEB. 3aTeM S MOHSJIA, YTO MEHS 3aKPBIJI CBOMM MOITHEIM
JKENTO-3eJIEHBIM 3MEMHBIM XBOCTOM YeJIOBEK-3Mest, KOTOPHIH OblsT B Moeit xku3uu.[lepen rimasamu
3akpyxunach 3emnsi. Korpa s ounynack, To 06HapyKuila, 4TO jlexKa Ha TPaBsSHOM IOJISHe, a 3eJIEHas
¢urypa ObICTPO IIPOHECTIACH TIepe] MOUMHU TJla3aMu, Usd Ha 00ii C UyIOBHUIIEM C XKEJITO-3€JIEHBIM
3MeuHbIM XBOCTOM.HO B 9TOT MUT 3eN€Hast purypa yxe Obljia B IPEUMYIIECTBE, OHA TOHKOM PYKOMU
CXBaTUJIa YyOBUILE C KEJITO-3€JIEHBIM XBOCTOM 3a IIIe10, CJIOBHO IIogHUMas ero 6e3 ycunuii. Ha nute
3e1€HOM GUrypsl OBIO XOJIONHOE U yKacalolllee BrIpaxkeHue.YeI0BeK-3Mesi, KOTOPHIN TOTOHSI MEHS
1 OBLT IOHEIM Mely30¥ ¢ U3yMPYOHO-3eJI€HBIM 3MEUHBIM XBOCTOM, HE CMOTPeJI Ha MeHSsI, HO C
MpayHBIM BhIpaXk€HHEM yYCTABUIICS Ha XKEJITO-3e€JIEHOT0 3MEMHOT0 TOBApHIIa, CKpyurBas CBOU
IIpeKpacCHbIe YEPTHI INIa B KECTOKYIO U 3BEPUHYI0 MacKy. OCTphIe KJIBIKY BBHITJISABIBAIN U3 €T0 PTa,
mesnast ero yxacalolluM U CTpallHbIM. "TaMo, KTo man Tebe mpaBo TPOraTh MO HEBECTKY!" - XOIOTHO
cupocui Mepny3sa.YenmoBeK-3Mesl C KallITAHOBLIMU BOJIOCAMHU U XKEJITO-3€JIEHEIM XBOCTOM,
aTaKOBaHHBIN IOHKIM Me[y30¥ ¢ U3yMPYOHO-3eJIEHBIM XBOCTOM, He OPOCHIICS B HACTYIIJIEHUE U He
BHICTYIINII B 3a1uTy. OH MeJIEHHO NOJHSAJICA U, IOKJIOHUBIIXUCE FOHOMY Meny3e ¢ U3yMpynHo-
3€JIEHBIM XBOCTOM, KOTOPHIH OBIJT HAMHOTO TOHBIIIE U U3SIIHEE er0, Ype3BhYaHO YBaKUTEIHHO
oTrBeTuN: "X03s5uH KcudaH, g IpoCTo yuysl OT 3TOM 4eI0BeYeCKOM Marudky Oyx Xo3suku Mypuyc u
He XOTeJ e€ o0upmeTs"."XM, TH 3HaEIllb, YTO OHA OTMeYeHa MHOM KaK HEBECTa, Tak II0YeMY THl IIPOCTO
TakK [0Ka3aJsl e’ cBou KiIbIKU?"HOHEI Mefy3a UDOHUYHO U XOJIONHO CMOTPEJ Ha KaIlITaHOBO-PHIZKET0
YeJI0BeKa-3Mel0, KOTOPBIN CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY U He O0TBedasl.Pa3roBop OABYX 3MEeeXBOCTHIX MOHCTPOB,
KOTOPHIE BHITJISIAENN IT0X0XKe, HO B peajlbHOCTHU ObUIM OYeHb Pa3HBIMU, Ka3ajicsd MHe Kak Oecefia IBYX
CTpaHHBIX IIpUIIENbIeB C Mapca Ha MapCUaHCKOM s3bIKe. 4 He MOHKUMasla Hu cioBa.Ho 3To He
Melllaj0 MHE CYOUTh 00 MX OTHOIIEHHUSX 110 UX BEIpaXKeHUSIM U oBemgeHuto. KOHBIN Menysa ¢



M3yMPYLHO-3€JIEHBIM XBOCTOM, [T0-BUAXMOMY, 3aHUMAJ O60jiee BEICOKOE II0JI0KEHNE, YeM KENTO-
3eJIEHBIM 3MEEXBOCTHIHM I0HEll, B JaHHEI! MOMEHT OH ObIJT OUYeHb 30J1 U yIpeKas Moyioforo Meny3y.B
MOUX r'1a3ax 06a OHM OBIIM Y2KaCHEIMU MOHCTpPaMH. sl HEIIPOU3BOJILHO BLIJOXHYIIA, TBITANach TUXO
yUTH, IOKa OHU cpaxawTcsa.Ho g He oxupana, 4TO 328 MOMMU HOTaMU CIPATANach Cyxas Cydbs.
CrenaB MepsBuIY AT, S YCIBIIIAIa XPyCT CY4KOB 1104 HoraMu.Bo3ayx BOpyr NOTPy3uICs B
HeoObIYHYI0 TULINHY. ! 3agepkana grixanue.Ho [Ba 4enoBeKa-3Mer OIHOBPEMEHHO ITIOBEPHY N
TOJIOBHI, ¥ [IB€ MAphl XOJIOOHBIX BEPTUKAJIBHEIX 3pa4YKOB, II0X0XKUX Ha I'Jla3a X0JI0THOKPOBHAIX
PEeNTUIn, yCTaBUJIUCH Ha MEHH.
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