"Yro 910?" JIOHTPEH MEOJIeHHO MOTIaAul 1Iel0 eBYIIKHA ThIIbHOM CTOPOHOU COTHYTHIX ITajIblEB,
BHI3BaB JIETKHUM 3y[. JIallbl APaKOHOB OTIMYAJIACh OT YeJI0BeYeCKux. Bce, Kpome nagoHeu U
TIOMyIlIeYeK MajIbIeB, BKITI0YAs KOCTSIIKY, ObIJIO TIOKPEITO TOHKUM U HEPAaBHOMEPHEIM CJI0eM KPacCHOM
yemyu. HecMOTps Ha TO, 4YTO OH CHOepzKUBaJl CULY, JeBYyIlIKa BCe PaBHO YyBCTBOBasla JIETKYIO
TIOKaJThIBAOIIY10 00JIb, OT KOTOPOM CKMMAaNUCh Ieyun.JIOHTpeH IPUIIYPUIICS, U, U3[aB MATKOe
GbrIpKaHbe, yopan pyKy."3mech 4To-To ecTh?"[[eByllIKa HeIPOKU3BOIbHO MIOAHSTA PYKY, KOCHYIach
TOTO MECTa, I7ie OH TOJIbKO YTO IIPOBEJI PYKOM, HO He 0OHapyXkKHuIla HU4Yero HeoOryHOr0. Ha e€ nuile
SIBCTBEHHO OTPA3uJIach PacTepsiHHOCTh. OHA He 3HaJIa, YTO APAKOHH - 04eHb COOCTBEHHUYECKUW BU]I,
0co0eHHO B3POCIIbie caMIlbl. FIXx cOOCTBEHHMYECTBO PACIIPOCTPAHSIIOCh HA BCE, aXe Ha ClTydalHoe
IIPUKOCHOBEHME ITIOCTOPOHHETO, 0CTaBJIsAs mocye cebs cnabyio aypy, KOTOPYIO APaKOH MOT
BoCcIpuHATh.Ecnu Ovl JIOHTpEH He OB MOTYKPOBHEIM APAKOHOM, @ YACTOKPOBHEIM, OH OBl IaBHO HE
CMOT IIOIaBUTh CBOU CUJIbHBIE MHCTUHKTHI, @ IIOXUTUII ObI €€ ¥ YHEC B CBOE JIOTOBO, C ITOMOIITHIO
IIIUTIOB ¥ KOTTeH. XBOCT ApaKoHa 00BUICS ObI BOKPYT €€ Teja, a 30JI0Thle BePTUKAIbHbIE 3PaYKh
Bcerga Owl HabTIoMamy 3a MOCTOPOHHUMM, He IaBasi HUKOMY MpuOnIu3uThCsa K Hel.Ho maxe y
TIOJIYKPOBHBIX TPAKOHOB, YHACIIEIOBABIIKX ITOJIOBUHY KPOBH OPAKOHOB, COOCTBEHHUYECKUHM MHCTUHKT
ObLT HAMHOTO CHJIbHEe, YeM y IPYTUX pac. [Jaxke cympyra ApakoHOB He MOTJIa BEIHECTH TAKOTO IIOYTH
IIapaHOUAaNbHOTO U U3BPAIeHHOTO XKeJlaHUS JOMUHUPOBAHUS, TO3TOMY OOJIBIIMHCTBO XKEHIIUH,
Haxke ecjid OHU OBITM CaMKaMH OPAaKOHOB, He XOTENIM UMETh [IeJI0 C caMIlaMu. iIMeHHO 3Hasi CBOIO
PacoByi0 0CO6eHHOCTh, JIOHTpeH BCSIKWH pPa3, YBUIEB IEBYIIKY, CIepkKuBaal 6e3yMHbIe KeJlaHusS 1
WHCTUHKTHI, YTOOBI COXPAHUTDh XOTh KaKYI0-TO PAllMOHAIbHOCTh, YTOOR HOPMaJIbHO 00IIAThCS C HEM U
TIOJIaB/ISATh KAXKABIM BOHUKILIUY B €70 T'OJIOBE XOJIOOHBIN YOUMCTBEHHBIH ITOPEIB, YTOOH! TPUOIU3UTHCS
K Hell. [T0aTOMy [ieByllIKa 3aMeydarsia, 4To JIOHTpeH BCe BpeMsl XMYPHUJICS, ero JIAI0 ObIJI0 MpayHo, Ha
HeM OTpazKalaCh TPeBOTa U pa3fpaxKeHWe, U B ero rjla3ax, MOJIHBIX Iedalu ¥ MpakKa, OHa He MOrja
pasrisameTh HU4Yero.M3-3a HaCTYNUBIINX MECSYHHIX, IUTI0C pabodero JHS, MeBYIIKa OeHCTBUTEILHO
YYBCTBOBAJa CUJIbHYIO YCTAIOCTh, IO3TOMY €€ TepIeHne, KOHeYHO, OBITI0 yXYOIuIoce."Y Te0s ele
YTO-TO €CTh?" - IOMHTEPECOBANACh AEBYIIKA, HAXMYPUBIINCH. XOTS 3TO OBIJT TPOCTO BOIIPOC,
Oe3pa3TUYHbIM TOH, 3By4aJl, KaK Oy[ITO OHa el CKy4YHO U OHa X04eT, YTOOH OHa ykKe yiuta.HecMoTps
Ha BCE TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH MCIILITHIBAJ K HEHM, APAaKOH He ocTasics 0e3 COOCTBEHHOTO
OOCTOMHCTBA U NPUHITUIIOB. Y CIIBIIIAB HETEPIIEIUBHIN TOH, HaMeKalOIIi Ha TOPOIIJIUBYIO IIPOCHOY
YVHUTH, OH HeMe[JIeHHO oxJiaguiics."Ilepenait cBoeit cecTpe, YTOOH B CIEOYIOIINHI Pa3 OHa He 3BOHUIIA
MHe T10 TaKuM MejodaM."C 3TuMu cyioBaMu JIOHT'PeH pe3Ko 00epHYJICS U 3aliarai mpoysb. [leByiIka
OTIeInia, COBEPIIEHHO PACTEPSBIINCEH OT BHE3AIIHOMW IIepeMeHEl HAaCTPOEHUS TpaKoHa.BHUMaTenbHO
IIePEOCMEICTIUB TOJIBKO YTO ITPOU3OLIEIINY Pa3roBOp, OHA IIOCTaBuiIa ce0st Ha ero MecTo u
IIOYYBCTBOBAJa, YTO €€ TOH OEeMCTBUTENBbHO 0BT 00UAHBEIM. KTO-TO TakK MO3[OHO MpHUIlleN K HeW, YTOOR
YTO-TO OTMATh, @ OHA OTMAXHYJacCh OT HETO IOCJIe TOro, Kak B3sya momapok. [Tepebop.HecmoTpst Ha
0e3pa3TUYHbIM 1 HAOMEHHBIN BHEIIHUM BU OPaKOHa, B AyIlIe OH OBIJT OUeHb YYBCTBUTENIbHHIM.E€
VHCTHHKT II0[CKa3aJl, YTO, eCJIi OHa He JOTOHHUT €ro U He yJIaAuT HeJopa3dyMeHue, TOraa, BO3MOXHO,
Ha J0JIroe BpeMs B OynyleM OpakoH 0ojiblile He 00paTUT Ha Hee BHUMaHU. "TlogoXK AU MUHYTY,
Jlan!"[loroHss ero, OHa HeIPOU3BOJIbHO 00paTUiIach K HeMy II0 YMEHbIINTEIbHOMY IIPO3BUILLY,
KoTopoe Oviyio uM Onuzxke.OHa 3Hala, YTO €CIIM OHA HAa30BET €ro MOJTHEIM UMEHEeM, OH TOYHO He
OCTAHOBUTCS U He IMOomoxKaeT e€.Kak oHa U Mpefmonarana, yCabaB 3TOT OUeHb 3HAKOMBIH [IJIST HETO
BCKPHK, TPAKOH OCTAHOBUJICS HA MI'HOBEHHeE, HO He TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha HeE, a
IIPOCTO CTOSIJI Ha MeCTe, KOY4H, ITI0Ka OHa NOTOHUT ero."fl He xoTesna Te6s1 OTIPaBISTh IPOUb..."B TO
BpeMs, KaK OHa U3BMHUJIACH U U3jIarajia CBOI0 TOYKY 3PEHUs, OHa OCTOPOXKHO IIOTSHYJIa ero 3a II0O0JI
omexphl. E€ romoc gpoxkarn oT CTeiAa ¥ HEeNOBKOCTH."TIPOCTO... TH [OJIKEH 3HATh, UYTO MHI,
YeJI0BeYECKHe KEeHIITMHBI, HECKOIBKO THeH KaXK[Ibli MecCsI] UCIILITEIBaeM HeymoOcTBa... [ToaTomy
..."O0BSICHSST TPUYKHY, IEeBYIIKa CTECHSIACh PACCKA3bIBaTh O CBOMX KEHCKHUX TaltHAX
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOMY TI0JTy. B UTOTE €€ rojioc CTaHOBUIICS BCE THIIE U TUILIE, @ CBEPXY €€ T'OJIOBH KaK
OynTo moiesn OeM."3Ha4YuT, TH CphIBajach Ha MHe?" - SIHOBUTO MpOIIXIes JIOHTPeH U C XOIOQHOM
M3eBaTeIbCKOM YIBIOKOM TPOOOJIKUIIL: - "¢ 3Hat0, UTO Ballld YeJI0BeUeCKHUe KEHIITUHEl STOUCTUYHEI,
XUTPHI ¥ HETIOCTOSTHHHL. [[yMaeTe, 4TO MPOCTO M3BUHUBIIKCH, Cpaldy IMOIy4uTe mpoileHre? Bl ¢ yma



comu?" Eme Owt! [ToueMy OH MCIIOIB3yeT TaKue CTPaHHBIE CJI0BA, YTOOH BEIpa3uTh 00UAY?X0Th OHA
1 ObllTa BUHOBATA, HY2KHO JIX OBIJIO TOBOPUTDH TaK MHOT0? U ellle ¢ TaKO¥ HEHABUCTHIO M HACMEIIKOH
Hap Bcel rpynmnoii!beperucs! Tebs ymapsaT MeIIKOM [pyTrie HeBUHHBEIE MOJIOfble nenu!Pa3bsapenHas
€ro CJI0BaM¥, OHa TOXe paccepauiack."A 4To ThHl X04ellns?"JIOHTpeH MeJIEHHO I0BEPHYJICA U
IIOCMOTpEJT Ha IEeBYILIKY, YbH IIeKH IIOKPACHEH OT 37I0CTHU."Tak OBICTPO pacKphiyia KapTh?" - ¢
YCMEIITKOM ITPOMOJIBUJI OH.OTOT BECh B KyPCe BCET0 MTapeHb CIIUIIKOM CBOOOMIEH B CBOUX
BbICKa3bIBaHUAX! [[eByIlIKa BAPYT T0XKaJjela, YTo mprubexana U3BUHUTHCS epen HUM.TOH gpakoHa
BHEe3aITHO u3MeHuIICS."Eciu g xouy Te0st MPOCTUTh, 3HAYUT, Ipoiia. " [IeByIIKa pa3uHysa poT, eé
MO3T He yCIIeBasl 3a U3MEHSIIUMUCSI MO3TOBEIMU IIPOIleCCaMU ApaKoHa.B cBoell HEMOCTOSTHHOCTH
OHA CYHMTaJa, YTO MEJIKUN U MCTUTEJIbHLIM IIapeHb repef Hel 00JIbIlle IOIXOOUT OIS 9TON
ponu.BHe3amHo IpakKoH IPOTSHY K Hell PYKY, IOJHS MATKKe YepHbIe BOJIOCH OKOJIO €€ yXa, a
IIOTOM HEOXKUOAHHO HAaKJIOHUJICS U YKYCHUII €€ 3a MOYKY yXa, KOrfa oOHa He obpalasa
BHUMaHUs.Cula ero yKyca Obljla He CUJTbHOM, HO OH OCTABUJI SBHO BUAUMEIN 3yOHOM ciiell, Kak OyOoTo
IIOCTaBUJI CBOIO MeTKY.[leByIlIKa B3APOTHYJIa OT BHEe3allHOM aTaK{, OHa HEIIPOU3BOJILHO IIPUKPELIaA
YVKYIIEHHOEe YX0 U OTCTyIuJIa Ha3an.[IomHsB rina3a, OHa BCTPETUIACh C XUTPOM YXMBIUIKOX Ha
KpacuBoM nuile JIourpena.On o6mu3an ryosl, Kak OyoTo eMy ellle He XBaTumno: "9To Tebe B oTBeT"."TH
n3Bepr..."[leBylIKa TOIHYJIa HOTOM OT 3JI0CTH, pelluB 00Jiblile He o0pallaTh Ha HEro BHUMaHHUs, OHa
BEPHYJIaCh JOMOM M C CUJION 3aKphina ABepb.OHa He X0oTena 00Jibllle Pa3roBapuBaTh C APAaKOHOM
cnenyoumi Mecsi.['my6oKo B3MOXHYB, OHA IIOCTapasiach YCIIOKOUTHCS U OOHAPYKMIIa, 4YTO Y Hee B
IoMe 3aKOHYMIIOCh MACJIO [IJIS TaMITHl. B 9TOT MOMEeHT KOMHaTa Obljla TEMHOM U BHITJISMEeIa CTPAaHHO
U CTpaIIHo. [leBylIKa rpaMOTHO Halja QIsKKy C JaMIagHBIM MacjIOM B YTJIOBOM HEePEBIHHOU
IIKaTyJIKe BOOJIb CTEHEI, 3aTeM HaJlijia MacJjo B JIaMIIy X CHOBA 3aXrja GUTUIb. TYCKJIBIM CBET CHOBA
03apuil KoMHaTy.Ha caMmoM ferne, B 3TOM MUPE He OBIZI0O HEJOCTATKa B Belllax, YTOOBl 3aMEHUTh
MacJIsTHbIe JTaMITkl. HampuMep, pa3nuyHble MarudyeckKre KpUCTaIIndecKre JTaMIThl, n300peTeHHEIe
T'unbouet AMXUMUM, KOTOPBIE CIIONIb3YIOT MaruyecKui ImmaT B Ka4yeCTBe HCTOYHUKA 9HEPTUH, OblIn
oueHb yooOHEL. CBET OT HUX OBINT SPKUM, MSTKUM U He ocyerisii. Heo6xomum ObLT TOIHKO HEOOIBIION
KyCO4YeK MarriecKoro IImara, KOTOPOro XBaTHJIO Okl Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET, HO KaK TOJIHKO [IeJi0
NOXOOUJIO N0 aIXMMUAYEeCKOM MIPOAYKIMY, lleHa HeMeJIeHHO Bo3pacTaja B HECKOJIBKO pa3. Cenyac,
cupmsIas B ry00KUX OONraxX OeBYIIKa, MOTJIa TOJIbKO IIOMeuTaTh 00 3TOM.JX, 0€IHOCTS -
IEeUCTBUTEIbHO KOPEeHb BCero 37a.JleBylliKa IevaabHO B3[0XHYIa, ¥ KaK TOJIBKO OHA OTJISHYJIAach, TO
UCIIyranach OO CMePTH, YBUAEB PUTYPY, YTO CTOSIIa IT03aAX HEE He MMOHSATHO C KaKOT0
MoMmeHTa."...Peii, Jlopg Peno?"Pa3rnsges nuiio 4enoBeka, OHA C TPEBOT'OM BHIIOXHYA."[loueMy ThI
BOPYT..."PEIllaph BHE3AIMHO IPOTSAHYJ PYKY ¥ KOCHYJICSI MOYKH €€ yXa, KOTOpoe YKyCuI fpakoH."OH
KOCHYJICSI Te0st 3mech?"B ronoce PeHo Henb3st ObIJIO YIIOBUTH HU PAfOCTH, HU T'HEBA, HO OH OBIN
HEOOBIYHO XPUILTHIM U CyXuM. [IeBYIIIKa OIeIlnsia, HEMHOTO OTBEPHYBIIKCH OT HETO C HEJOBOILCTBOM,
OTBeTHJIa, u3berast ero MpuKOCHOBeHUM: "MacTep PeHo, pa3 Bhl yKe MMPOCHYHUChH, TO TOXKAYHCTa,
YXO[OUTE KakK MOXKHO CKopee. [][], MBI C BaMU He 3HaKOMEL "[lociie e€ CI0B phIllaph 3aMoiTdall Ha
MT'HOBEHHe, a [IOTOM BHE3aIlHO JIeTKO 3acMestyics."u3BuHU, Mucc M3, 3T0 S BCE CIIUIIKOM
BMEIIXBAIOCS. [][], MHI ... C BAMHU COBCEM He 3HAKOMEL "['0JI0C prILlapsi CTAHOBUJICA BCE THUILE U TUIIE, U
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH CJIOBHO TOBOPHJI caM C co0oii.[IeByIIKa IMogyMala, YTO OH BefeT ce0s CTpaHHO.
Korga ona mpumina B cebsi, Te10 PeHO CHOBa PYXHYJIO Ha HEH, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 y Hero He OBIIO
BpeMeHU, YTOOLI OOHSITH €€ U ImepeBepHyThCA. K cyacThio, 0Ha CBOEBPEMEHHO ITofigepKaja ero 3a
IIJIeYY ¥ He [ajla UM yIacTh BMeCTe Ha I10JI, HO KpucTanndecKas (sixKka, KOTOPYIO OHA IOJI0KUIIa
B KapMaH, BbIlajla U3-3a Pe3KOro ABUXKEHUS C Kpas U yana Ha 0. 2KUOKOCTh BHYTPHU TOXe
BbITMIachk.CaMoe CTpaHHOe OBIJIO TO, UTO MPOo3pavyHast XKUAKOCTb U3 KPUCTANITUYECKON QIISIKKY IIPU
COIPUKOCHOBEHUHM C BO3YXOM MIHOBEHHO ITpPeBpaTUiiach B BOASHOM MTap U PaCTBOPUIIACh B
Bo3myxe.[Tomorast PeHo moGpaThcst 4O KpoBaTH, OHa OBICTPO mobexKasia MOJHUMATh Pa30UTYyIo
KPHUCTaIN4YeCKYIo (PIsKKY, HO BCEX XKUOKOCTH B HEM He CTaso, 0CTanach TOJIBKO IycTas (nsxka.He
IIyTKa JIU 3TO KaKas-T0?Y OeBYIIKU IOSBUINCH YEPHEIE IIOJIOCH Ilepef ria3aMu. CHadasa OHa
Oecmokounach 0 TOM, YTO B KPUCTAJIINYECKOM (iIsgkKKe, KOTOPYIO el flana e€ o0adgTeNbHas U
KOBapHas CeCcTpa, MOXKeT HaXOOUThCS YTO-TO ormacHoe. Ho rocmomud Aneyk TOJIBKO B TOHE OeCCUnus



mpemynpexnan e€, 4ToObl OHa He OTKPBIBala 3Ty QUISKKY, HO He IIPOCUIT e€ BEIOpPoCcUTh e€.Cyms 1Mo
€ro peakluy ¥ XxapaKTepUCTHKaM Mara3ruHa "[lacTyx", oHa MOT/Ia IPUMEPHO MOHSTh, UTO (PIIsiKKa HE
orlacHa. BeposiTHO, 9TO KaKasi-TO MOAHasA IITy4Ka [AJsd KinueHToB "[lacTyxa" u XKeHIIUH?H3-3a CBOETO
CTPAHHOTO JIIO0OMBITCTBA, AEBYIIKA He BLIOPOCHIIa KPUCTAIINYeCcKyI0 GsikKy. OHa XoTesa Imo3xe
U3yUUTh €€, HO Teleph OHa pa3buinack u craja 6ecrnone3non.OHa OBICTPO 0TOPOCHIIA 3TOT BOIIPOC
npoub. [Tocne 1enoro aHs paboTH OHa AEWCTBUTEILHO YyBCTBOBaa ce0s 0YeHb yCTaBIIeH.
HakopMuB PeHo, y KOTOPOTO BCe el1l€ Oblzia TeMIlepaTypa, IPOTUBOBOCIIAIUTENILHEIM IIPEIIapaToM,
OHa mmo6exasa B CIaJIbHIO CeCTPHI, YTOOH! CrtaTh.[TPOCHYBIIKMCEH YTPOM, OHA BAPYT MOHSIA, YTO YTO-TO
He Tak.Kax[blit pa3, Korja y He€ ObUIM MeCcsYHble, OHa CUILHO He MOorJjia ce0si YyBCTBOBATh B ITEPBLIE
nBa OoHs. E€ KUBOT OB TSKeJIBIM, KaK KaMeHb. Bo BpeMs [IBUKEHUSI OHa YyBCTBOBAJa, 4YTO €€
KHIIKY BCe TIEePEeINyTaluch MeXay co00l, y Hee CBOOUINCHL KOHEUHOCTH, U OHA YyBCTBOBasa ceds
yCTaBIlle!, KakK YeJI0OBEK, JTUIIEHHBIHM Bcex cuil. .Ho Ha 3Ty MecsiuHble OHa He YyBCTBOBaJsla TaKou
mckoMpopT. Hao60poT, OHa CYMTaa, YTO CeMYac OHA JOCTATOYHO CUIbHA, YTOOH YOUTH KOPOBY
roneIMu pyKamu. OHa B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH IPUIIOAHANIACh, ¥ BAPYT MIOHSIA, YTO CHOBA JIEXKHUT B
cBoel KoMHaTe. [lomoxkauTe, Beob OHa Gexkalla CIlaTh B KOMHATY CceCTphl? HeyxKemnu oHa ycCIblana
CBOM COH, ¥ U3-3a COMHaMOyJii3Ma BEpHYJIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY ITocepefrHe HOUn? Bapyr oHa
BCIIOMHHJIA YTO-TO ¥ OCMOTpeJia KOMHaTy, Ho He Hauwla PeHo. KaxeTcs, oH yxe yuien. OHa He Morjia
yIepKaThCs OT ITy00KOr0 B3[0xXa YCIIOKOEHUS U 10 IIPUBBIYKeE T0oXJIomnana ceds no rpynu. Coenas
[Ba XJIOTMIKa, OHa omemuia. [TomoxauTe, moyeMy 3TO Tak CTPaHHO KacaeTcs? U rae eé rpyms,
KoTopas He 0oJIblllas, HO [0 KpaliHel Mepe pa3MepoM C MajleHbKY0 0ymouky? OHa 6e3BOJIBHO
OTIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY, TJIAAS Ha CBOIO IPYAb U Ha 0YEBHUIHO MyXKCKoe Oelibe, M 3aMepila KakK IolajeHHas.
3a OBEpbhIO CHIBIMIANIKUCE TUXHeE aru. OHa HeIIPOU3BOJIbHO OAHAA rojioBy. OHa yBUzAesna
YePHOBOJIOCYIO IEBYIIKY JIET IIeCTHAMIATU-CEMHA/IIATH, CTOSIIYIO B IBEPHOM IIpoeMe, OeqHyI0, Kak
HexHas cectpa JIuH. Ee cTpoitHas ¢purypa Kasaaach TOTOBOM yIIacTh OT TF060T0 ophiBa BeTpa. OHa
cnerka yneOHynach, ee YepHble 3aBUTHIE PECHUIIB HEXKHO APOXKAJH, ee TeMHBIe U ITPO3PaYyHbIe T1a3a
OBLIM CllerKa BlaKHBIMU. B HUX OBIII0 KaKOe-TO HEJIOBKOCTh U PacTepssHHOCTh. OHA U JeBYyIIKa MoJT4a
CMOTpEeNH APYT Ha Apyra HeKoTopoe BpeMs. "... Mucc Mau?" "... Mactep Peno?" ITocne ogHOTrO
(dpa3el OHK CHOBa 3aMom4ainu. KaxeTcs, 1o KaKo#-To MPUYKMHE OHU 0OMEHSITIUCH TeJlaMU B TEUEHUEe
Houu. [Ipexe 4yeM oHa cMoryia 06paboTaTh TOT OILIENTOMIISIONINY (PaKT, OHA yCblana, 4To PeHo,
OPOKAIIKUM TOJI0COM, CIIPOCHII OT ee UMeHu: "Mucc Ma#, s 4yBCTBYIO, YTO IOA TOOOH.... KaxkeTcd...."
"... He roBopu, ma# MHe mOOHITH MOTYa".
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