— CBou! — 3ao0parn g, mogHUMas PyKU Haf TojIoBou. Ha BCAKUY cily4ail IIpy 3TOM I OTCTYIIUTI

OT OBEPU ¥ BCTan cO0Ky. OOBUHATH STUX JIIOMEH 51 HU B 4YeM He coOuparcs, gaxe eClIu OHU OTKPOIOT
oroHb. TyT PHIIIYT IEMOHEL, ¥ S He COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 3TU TBApU CIIOCOOHHI IPUHUMATH UyKOil 00JIUK,
nomo6Ho MHe caMoMy. — PsmoBoit [leppu, cto ueTBepThil nonk! He cTtpensTts! He cTpensTs, MaTh
Bay!

[ToBucna may3a. OHY IepeuIenThBaIUCh MeXIy co60H, HO C0B ObLJI0 He pa300paTh CKBO3b CTEHY.
Ecnu GObl 51 paHblile goTafancs MPUHATh 007TMK ACTapTec, — U CMEeHUTL 00paTHO Ha rBapfeiiia
CEKYH[IOM 1103XKe, — TO CMOT OBl ITOAICTYIIaTh, HO AJIST 3TOTO yXKe MO3MHO — CTOUT KOMY-TO TJISTHYThb
HapyXKy, 4 MeHs 3aCTaHyT 3a TpaHCpopMaLuuer. A 53TO TyT XKe 3aKJIeUMUT MeHs II0POXKAEeHUEM
Xaoca, mopsyiexamyuM HeMeJIeHHOMY YHUYTOXKEeHHI0. Tak 4To MPUIIIOCh 000UTHCH 6e3 (HOKYCOB.

Haxkosnern gBeps pacraxHyjiach, U HapyXKy IIardyJl 4eJIOBEK, C BULY TOOALINANCT MHE B OTIbI. OOHOU
PYKH y Hero He Ob1s1o, 00pyOOK 3aMOTaH IPsA3HEIMUA OMHTaMHU, YKe HaOPSKIINMU KPOBBIO.

B yuenesuien nagoHu MyKUMHa CKUMAJ J1a3nUCTONIeT. O4eBUAHO, UTO IIE€PBLIM BHIILIE UMEHHO OH,
IIOTOMY YTO IITAHCOB [OXKUTh OO KOHIIA IHS YV HET0 BCE paBHO MeHbIle BcexX. Koxka OnemHas, 4epTh
JFlla U3MOXKeHHbe. Barnan pacpokycupoBaH. Hanuio criemsl yCTanoCTU U U3PSIAHOM KPOBOIIOTEPH.
Mory nu s eMy moMo4b? MHTYUTHBHOE MIOHUMaHUE CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH IOACKAa3bIBaJI0, YTO HABBIK
[CamoTpaHchopMalus] MoKHO OymeT Korma-Hu0yob IPUMEHSTh U K ApyruM. Ho o aToro elile 04eHb
naneko. Cenyac g IOYTH HUYETO He MOTY [JIs HErO CHesaTh.

[ToBepHYBIIXCE K BeTepaHy, 5 IPOAoJXKal AepkKaTh PYKU MOJHATHIMYU, C MeCTa He OBUHYJIICS.
O npumypuics. C yCT ero COYuics sf I0O03PEeHUs:

— Kak Bo umst CBsATOTO MIMIIepaTopa THI BRIKUI, CEIHOK? CTO YETBEPTHIH MOJNK BRIPE3alld IO KOPEHb.
Bcex rappeiilieB TOTo ojIKa KOMaHOBaHNe 3anucano B 6e3B03BpaTHbIE moTepu. Kak
TH BEIKapaOkacs?

— Bo BPEMs aTdKU CIIOTKHYJICA M yIIdJl, — OTBETHUII 4 POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

[Co3nanue Mrpoka] moMorano coxpaHsiTh HEBO3MYTUMOCTh. PaHblIlle 51 MapIIUBO JITall, Teeph XKe MOoT
HAIlJIECTH YTO YTOOHO U T'JIa30M He MOPTrHYB. KOHEUHO, Ha SI3bIKe 0CTaBaJICS TOPbKUM IMIPUBKYC —
JITaTh TOBAPHIIY II0 OPYXKUI0 MHe He 10 HyTpy. Ho 51 3Han HaBepHsiKa: MPO0OJITalics I XOTh KOMY-TO

0 CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX, TYT K€ YT0XKY Ha [IOTPOC, a TaM H [I0 paccTpesia 3a KOJIIOBCTBO HEJAEKO.

¢ Beplo B [IeNI0 YeJI0BeYeCTBa, HO yMUPATh HE X0Uy.

— Mou 6paThs ¥ CECTPHI afaly BOKPYT, UX TPYIIEI 3aBaJIMIK MEHS C TOJI0BOH. ['pyla MEpTBEIX Tel
CIIacjia MHe XHW3Hb, — IPOJoJKa . — C Tex Iop s CTApasICs JepiKaThCs MMOfaIbiie 0T BPaXkeCKOon
apmuu ¥ mpobupaThes K Kyperrry. Korma ycnbiian poKoT IBUTATENS Balnel «XuMeps», KakK pa3 Obil
B 1rtTade.

BeTrepan npoBopyasn 4To-To cebe mox Hoc. Ha MUT HallM B3T/IsAAb CKPECTUIUCE, 3aTEM OH B3[[OXHYII
¥ OITyCTHJI JTa3MUCTOIIET.

— M=I u3 BoceMbecsiT mecToit OpoHeTaHKOBOM. YOIIIOOKY YCTPOUNIM HaM 3acafy ... CaM BUOMIID,



KaK OHO BBIIIJIO.

4 xuBHyI. [loxoXke, felCTBUTEILHO BEIXKUBILKE [10CJI€ BpaxkKeCKOU 3anagHu. Y, rOTOB CIIOPUTH Ha YTO
YyTO[HO, X KOMaHAup naj B 60f0. OcTaBimuck 6e3 nupepa ¥ MPpUKa30B, OHU IIPOCTO PEIInIIn
OTCTYIIUTH U, KaK U 4, fobpaThcs fo Kypeira, 4ToOb TPUCOEIUHUTLCA K OCHOBHEIM YacTsaM. Kak

U TT0JI02K€HO BEPHHIM I'BapaeiiaM MnepaTtopa. MHave ¢ 4ero OBl UM TALIUTHCS B 3Ty TIIYIIh?

— OcranbpHble BHYTPH, — BETepaH KMBKOM yKa3all Ha ABepb. — [laBai, psApmoBou [leppu, Hedero Ham
TyT TopuaTh. OgHOMY MMIIepaTopy BeAOMO, CKOJIBKO €PETUKOB KUILIUT B OKPYTE.

4 cHoBa KuBHYIIL. ITociie HefjaBHEH CTHIYKH C IEMOHOM MOTY ITOJTBEPAUTH: 3ech Hebe30macHo. Bparu
3aTaMIIMCh 0 BCeM yriiaM. Henb3s TepsiTh OMuTeNbHOCTh HU Ha MUT. KcTaTu, 00 UX paHax.
HobupaTthbcs mo Kypeira memkoM — 3agaya HEBHIIIOJTHUMAS B MX HEIHEIITHEM COCTOSTHUM, 0COOEHHO
10 MECTHOMY JaHAmadTy. [Joporu ecTh, HO OHU TaK U KUIIAT epeTUKaMH, COBATLCS TyHa —
caMoyOHu#CTBO. «XuMepa», KOHEYHO, CIIOCOOHA MPOUTH Te YTOMHO, HO IITyM JBUTATEJIs OTJIaCHUT
Hallle IIPUCYTCTBUE BCeM YOIIIONKaM B paguyce OecsTKa KAJIOMETPOB. A ciyx y ActapTec-ipefaTenei
eme octpee. Het, 4To6®! mOTSAHYTE 10 Kypelma, mpupeTcs Kak cliefyeT MOPACKUHYTh MO3TaMu

U IPUIYyMaTh YTO-TO HETPHUBUAIILHOE.

W st TUYHO TOHSTHS HE UMeJI, KaK MOXKHO 9TO IIPOBePHYTh. Hu pa3y B KU3HU He BCTPeYas HU eqUHOM
MaIIWHbL, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OblI0 OB Ha3BaTh OeCIIyMHOM. 3afadka IPEACTOsIIA Ta ellle.

4 mpocnenoBan 3a BeTepaHOM BHYTPh PYUH Ka3apMbl, IIOMYTHO CIIPaIInBas:

— Kak tebs 30ByT-TO?

ToT Ha MUT TIPUTOPMO3UIT ¥ 0O6EePHYJICA:

— 30Bu MeHS Onn.

— Onnu, — g KUuBHYJ. — Paji BUFeTh ellle 0QHOTO BEPHOTo CIyry MMmepaTopa.

BeTepaH nuIllb KUBHYJ B OTBET, HO S HE MOT He 3aMeTUTh CTPAHHOT0 6JIecKa B ero rjasax.

OH nmoMaHuI MeHs 3a co60i. [TepecTynuB MOPOT, S TYT XKe MPUHSICS Pa3T/IsSIbBaTh BEIXKUBIIKX.

Hix OBII0 IATEPO — TPOE MYKUMH U [IBe KEeHIIUHB. M3 MyKUMH OOUH JUIIUIICS HOTH, IBOE OPYTUX —
IPUINYHBIX KyCKOB PYK, IPUYeM y OOHOTO ellle U He xBaTasio ria3a. OHU OBUIM KUBH, HO €[IBa-€1Ba.
BupuMmo, TO, 4TO OTOPBAJIO UM KOHEYHOCTH, 3200HO IIPUKTJIO PaHB — 10Be3/10. OfHa U3 XKeHIUH

He IOoTepsijia PYK ¥ HOT, 3aTO IIOJIOBUHY €€ JIUIla IIPOKTJI0 N0 TAKOW CTEleHH, YTO 00HAKUITUCE 3YOhI
u MbiIIe. He nHaYe Kak 1Mo Bojie MiMmepaTopa oHa cediyac He Kpudaja oT 6oiu. Bropas XeHIIWHa
ocTasnach 0e3 JIeBOM PYKH.

Bce oHU ycTaBUINCh Ha MeHS, IepKa OpykKue HaroToBe — IaJiblkl 3aMePJId B MUJIUMETPE
OT CITycKa. f1 UMb MoJT4ya KUBHYJI 3TUM I'eposM, OTHABIIMM CBOU Tella Ha Ciyxk0e MMmnepuymy.



— Cnymaute Bce, — OJUIM yKa3all Ha MeHd J1a3nucToneToM. — ITo [leppu, BeixkuBmud u3 104-ro.
OH c Hamu.

— 3abaBHO, — QBIPKHYJ 6€3HOTHH, CIIJIEBEIBas KPOBaBYIO CIIIOHY. — fl MyMasi, CTO YeTBEPTHIX BCEX
TIOTOJTOBHO BEIKOCHJIH €IIle 10 TOTO, KaK MBI BHIIBUHYJIUCH U3 1ITada.

— Hy, — Onnu noxan nje4yaMu, IprUCcaXuBasCh Ha AIuK. — EMy noBe3s10. Kak 1 BceM HaM.

4 KuBHYIL.

— Bepno. Ho moBonbHO 06 3TOM. 3HAI0, BE OT[IBIXaeTe, ¥ MOM BOIIPOC IPO3BYYUT OECTAKTHO, HO KakK
BRI IIJTAaHUPYETE CBI3aThCsl C KoMaHgoBaHueM? [1yTh no Kypellla KUIIUT BparaMu, a TPaHCIIOPT,
CIIOCOOHBIY OBUTATHCS HE3aMEeTHO, MHE HEU3BECTEH.

Besnoruii cHOBa (GBIpKHYN. Ha 3TOT pa3 CIUIIOHYB Ha IOJI, OH BIUWICS B MEHS B3T/IOOM. B ero rmasax
KJIyOMIach ThMa — SIPOCTh, UTO LIPAMOM OTMeETHIa caMy myury. Ero Xpumnmnsiil ronoc Obl1 He MeHee
37106€eH:

— C yero THI B351J1, YTO MBI BEPHEMCH?

q MODPTHYIJI, HE COBCEM ITOHHUMasd. Ero crnoBa He CKIagbBalucCh B CMBICJIOBYIO KOHCTPYKIHIO.

— IIpoury mpoieHus, He MOTTIH OB BHL... MOSICHUTH? CTaBKa KOMaHmoBaHus — B Kypemre. Kyma xe
ellleé BaM UOTU?

— 4 otman UMnepuyMy BCE, ¥ 4TO B3aMeH noayuusn?! Hac nmpocto Opocunu TaM mopbxath! MAMOTH
B BepxaxX CKOMaHAoBanu (GPOHTAIbHYIO aTaKy, ¥ 4ero oHa HaM cTouna? Bcero! — Ero riasa
JIMXOPAf0YHO 3aCBEpPKaH, a CJI0Ba I'PAHUYMUIIM C epechio. BipoyeM, s TOTOB OB CITUCATh 3TO

Ha CTPecC U UCTOLIeHNe, 3aTyMaHUBIIINe PacCynoK. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, ML OpaThs 110 OPYXKUIO.
KoreuHno ke, o" Beput B UMnepatopa u MMnepuywMm, Kak u 4.

— 4 Bupen, Kak BCe, KOTO s 3HAJT U JIIOOWII, CIOX/IM M3-3a KAKOT0-TO KPEeTHHA, BO32KeJIaBIIIEr0
repon4ecKoy aTaku o0oi meHoi! faxke Korja cTaio SICHO — MH He TOTOBBI! HeT yXk, xep s IOomo3y
o0paTHO, KaK moOuTas IaBKa!l

— Huxkomnac, — rpy6o psiBkHYT OIM TOHOM OBIBANIOT0 CEpXKaHTa, PACleKalollero MoqYMHEHHbIX.
— J10BOJIBHO.

3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS KO MHE:

— 9710 HeBaxHo, [Teppu. Ham Bcé paBHO He mobpaThes g0 Kypema. EpeTuky u npefaTesnu B3sIU €T0
B KOJIbLIO Ocapgrl. [Jaxe eciu y Hac OymeT BO3MOXKHOCTb IBUTAThCS TUXO U 0€3011acHO, CEMepPhIM



HE 1'[p06I/ITbC$I qepes ux YKpeIljIeHnd.

4 nonumarwie KuBHYN. Y BcE ke, IMnepaTop Ha Halllel CTOpoHe. Bepio, maHC IpegCcTaBUTCH.
Ho goBopsl Onnu g oco3HaBasl, npuHUMa. [loaTomMy mpepamnodesn He oOpalllaTh BHUMaHUS

Ha epeTHyeckue peun Hukonaca, Oygro ux u He Ob1710 BoBCce. COCPEIOTOYHBIINCE Ha HACYIIHOM,
CIIPOCHII:

— Taxk KakoB Balll IIJIaH?

— MecTb, — NefsiHBEIM TOHOM IIPOM3HECTIA XKeHIIWHA ¢ 000KKEeHHBIM JTUIOM. B e€ royoce 3BeHesna
HeCOKpyMas yOexKIeHHOCTh, ¥ 51 He MOT He YIHIOHYThCS. BOT OHa, ucTuHHas cinyra Mmmneparopa.

— 4 B memne, — 3asABUII 4.
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