OH y3HaJ OBOUX CTOSIINX Nepel HUM. [IpuHLIecca BuBu, HacnegHuUIla TpoOHA KOpOIeBCcTBa AnabacTa,
U ee KaluTaH KOpOoJIeBCKou reapauu, Mkanem. [lo3HaHNe TOIBKO YCUJIUIIO €T0 U3yMyleHue. "4YTo 3a
boKyc?" - yIuBIEHHO CIIPOCUI D3, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB riia3a."Ho 3To BEITIAAUT COBCEM He Tak!" -
HaxMypuica Hamupaii, risigs Ha IBOUX KOJIEHOIIPEKIIOHEHHBIX ITepell HUMHU, He B CUJIaX JaTh 3TOMY
o0bsicHeHre.OKpyzKalole UX OXOTHUKY 3a I'0JIOBaMHU, CJIOBHO PaCTBOPUBIIKECS B Macce XKUTeJeH,
TOKe IIPOCHYJIUCH B 3TOT MOMEHT."MucTtep 8, HeT, 311, M3p, YTO 3a UyIlIb THl HECEIIb?" - OOUH U3 HUX
obOpatusncs K MkaneMy, BRIKDUKHYB HefloyMeHue. [Ipyrue mocienosanu ero npuMepy. 1o aToro
MOMEHTa OHU BCe CYUTAa/IX, YTO HOBBIM M3p IIPOCTO 3anyTancda.OnHako MkaneM IpOUrHOPUPOBA BCE
BOIIPOCHI ¥ BO3paKEHHUS, UTO 3By4Yalu I103aau Hero. [IogHsaB ronoBy, oH ycTaBuics Ha IlleiiHa u
KOMITQHUIO, CTUCHYJI 3yObl ¥ BOCKJIUKHYJI C PELIUTENIbHOCTHIO: "Bhl, TpOE, MOXKETE CYUTATh MEHS
CyMacIIefluM, HO 5 He COIIesI C yMa. OTa TaK Ha3blBaeMasi BUCKH-TOpa - 3TO BOBCE HE T'OPOf,
PapyIIHO BCTPEYAIOINi MUPATOoB, a...""®y, OphIch OT MeHs!"X0MOHBIN B3PHIB ITPEPBa ero ciosa. U3
TOJIIBL BEICTYIIUJI YeJIOBEK, OEThIM KaK POK-3Be37a. OH U3BJIeK YEPHYI0 TOUKY U3 CBOEU HO3OPH,
IIEJIKHYJI €10 U HamnpaBuil B CTOpoHY llleliHa u ero ciyTHUKOB."Aaa! Oy, KaK OTBpaTUTENIBHO!" -
B3BU3THYJa OT ykKaca Hamu. UHCTHHKTUBHOE OBUXKEHME 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ BHIKMHYTh HOTY, YAapuB I10
BO3[yXy X 0TOPOCHUB J¥i3a, KOTOPHI BCe ellfe IpebhiBajl B OLIETIOMIEHNH, TIPSIMO B JIETSIIYIO
TOUKy.MrHoBeHue crycTs... babax!Pa3gancs ornymuTenbHEN IPOXOT, U IPKOe IIJlaMsl B3METHYJIOChH B
He0o. ['MranTckas BO3OyIIHAas BOJIHA B3phIBA OTOPOCHUIA B CTOPOHEI BCEX OKPYZKAIOIIKX, TaK 4TO
nprya onycres."Aaa, 1 yMUpalo, 1 IouMa oT Hero Hocosou IITU? 310 oTBpaTUTENbHO... "[1BIIb
IIOJHMMAaIach U3 IIeHTPa B3phIBa. D3, KprUa, BalasiIcsa Ha 3eMye.YBUIEB 9TO, OXOTHUKH 3a
roJIOBAMH, XKUBIIINE OBOMHOMN KU3HBIO, 00/IET4Y€HHO B3[MOXHYIIH, @ UX U3YMJIEHHE TOJIBKO YCUJIUIIOCE.
[Tox BO3menCTBUEM yKacalollel CUIbl B3PbIBa HUUET0 He MIPOU30IIUIO0, Jii3a JIUILIb BEIBEPHYJIIO
Hau3HaHKY."Uero BH XK7eTe, yOelTe 9TUX [IBYX IIpefaTesiel, T0Ka OHU He CIUIN MHGOPMAIUIo
6occy!" - kpukHY [I3KeM, 0CTaBasiCh BEPHEIM CBOMM 00sI3aHHOCTSIM areHTa Baroque Works, maxe
Oynmy4u mOTPSICEHHBIM cuioN Ji3a.OmHAKO OH faxe He 3afyMbIBasicst 00 9ToM. M3HavambHO, OH
BCEro JIUIIb MIPUIIIe] IOCMOTPETh, HO BHE3AIIHO CTOJIKHYJICS C HEeHOPMaJlbHEIM IToBefeHneM HMKaneMma.
EnvHCTBEHHBIM HEOCTATOK - 9TO IPOUCXOKOEHNE ITUX TPeX NUPaToB. OHU CIUIIKOM CUJIHHEL.
[ToaTomy, Gpocus 3Ty (pa3sy, [IKeM cpa3y ke IIOCMOTPeJl Ha CBOEro HanapHuKa MUKUTY,
Pa3BEPHYJICS U XOTEeJl He3aMeTHO YUTH, YTOOH COOOIKTH O0CCy 0 TOM, 4To npou3ouino.OnHako...."Xa-
xa-xa!" - pasgasncs cmex lleriHa. OH IOOHSAJ TOJIOBY U BOCKJIUKHYI: "XOTA 5 HE 3HAI, 4TO
IIPOMU30IJIO, HO KaXXeTCs, BCe CTAHOBUTCS UHTepeCcHee." 3aTeM OH I0BepHYJICs K Ou3y u Hamu: "Pa3
yK BacC yKe PacKpbUIH, 4ero Bh KaeTe? OcTaBbTe 3TUX NapHei HaMm!"YM!B 3TOT MOMeHT,
Oe3rpaHuYHas, XKeCTOKas CHjla MOPs BEIpBasiach HapyXky. ['1aBa 30: TauHCcTBeHHasa XKeHIIKHa?OHa
IIPOHECTIach, MOKOOHO BeTPY U BOJIHAM, BO3[IEMCTBYS Ha Tejla U YMBI BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX.
MruoBeHue crycTs... OXOTHUKHY 3a TOJI0BAMH, TPUTBOPSIBIIKMECS KUTEJISIMU, T00eIeTd, PyXHY/IH Ha
3eMJII0, U30 PTa Lija IeHa. 3ByK NafileHusl pa3faBaliCad CHOBA U CHOBA. 3a MIHOBEHUE COTHHU JIIOEU
nmexanyu 0e3 CO3HaHUS Ha IMePeroIHeHHOM mpryae. "JTo... 370...!" - oT moka nuio Mkamema
MCKa3usoce. 1o ero ourymeHusiM, OyATO MIPOCTO MOAYJ BETEPOK, a 3TU JIIOOU PYXHYIN Ha 3eMJTIO B
Oecco3HaTenbHOM cocTOsIHUM.KaKas ke 3To yxKacHas cuja!YBumes aT0, npuHIlecca Busy, cTosiBIIas
psmoM, yctaBunack Ha llleliHa, ee ri1a3a ropefid CTPaHHBIM CBETOM."JH, 91, MEP3KUU THII,
OCTaHOBHUCH!" - D3 MOOHSIICSA C 3eM/IU U KPUKHYII [[7KeM, KOTOpHIX Gexkas ciaoMs ronosy."yU
JKEeHIIMHA C 30HTUKOM, CTOM paau Moed MamMoyku!" - HaMu mofHssia CBOU YeNIKU U IPOKpHUYaa, Kak
CTapIlas CecTpa, U, Tomas 10 3eMJie, CHeNalla CBUCTAIINM 3BYK, UCYe3HYB."dpKas BcnbimKa!"Pyka
Oii3a BCIIBIXHYJIa IIJITaMeHeM, U3 eT0 JIaflOHU BHIPBAJICS OTHEHHBIN CTOJI0, ITOIas Iepes AByMs
yOerammymMu, Br3BaB Mope oras. ODTHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM, OH OPOCHUIICS B IIOTOHIO U YAAPUI
KynakoMm.babax!Bbax-0ax-0ax!Bcero 3a 10 cekynm.Hamu u O#3 BepHYIHUCH, 10 OMHOMY TallUIIN
6ermnenoB, 6pocuB ux npsiMo K HoraMm Illefina. "YepT, He 0THaBall IpUKa3kl HAIIPaBO U HAJIEBO B
cnenyoummi pa3!" - HaKoHell, J#3 mpuilen B ce6s1 ¥ HemoBOIbHO poOypuannt Illeiny."ITH OBOE -
KpyThie pebsita. He oxupman, 4To Ha caMoM cTapTe BoJIbIIoro myTy BCTpedy TakKWX CUJIBHBIX," - C
BOCXUIIleHEeM cKa3ajia Hamu.[lxkKeMm 1 MuKuTa, yTpaTUBIINE CIIOCOOHOCTb COITPOTUBIISTHCS,
HEBOJIbHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIM YHUXKEHME, YCHBIIaB 9TU ClIoBa. Ho, BCIIOMHUB, 4TO Ilepel HUMU



cUNbHeNIIre nupaTel BocTouHoro CUHEro Mopsi, OHU YCIIOKOUIUCH."{ 3HAI0 BaC, CUIbHEUIINX
nupaToB BocTounoro CuHEro Mopsi, eXkefHEeBHO YUTal O BaC HOBOCTU!" - B 9TOT MOMEHT [IKeM
IIOAHSJI TOJIOBY M ITocMoTpen Ha llleliHa, IPOrOBOPUB CMUPEHHBIM TOHOM: "MEI BOBCE HE XOTUM
CcpaxkaThCsl C BaMH, MBI IIPOCTO XOTHM pa300paThCs C 3TUMHU ABYMS IpemaTensaMu."T'oBOps 9T0, OH
SIPOCTHO ycTaBuJics Ha Mkanema."Trl mocMen mpefgaTh 60cca, Thl He TOJIBKO MOTyOuIlb cebsi, HO U
Hac!" "Hapmerocs, Tpu BeJIMKHUX BCe ITOAYMAIOT XOPOIIIO, JIy4llle He JIe3bTe B HAlllh BHyTPEeHHUeE fenal!" -
nobaBumia sipkas OIOHAMHKA B IUisAmne.[lefio B TOM, UTO C CaMOr0 Hayajla OHU HUYEero He UMeJd
npotuB IlleliHa ¥ ero JI0fel, OHK MTPOCTO XOTeNIX pa3o0dpaThCs ¢ mpegaTensamMu, MkaneMoM u
BuBu.X0Ts OHM He 3HAIOT, IOYEMY OHM IIpefay, HO IIOCKOJIbKY OHM XOTEeNIM PaCKPHITh HH(POPMAIUIO
0 6occe.[locTaTouHO Mg Ka3sHU!"A Kak HacueT Bac? XOTUTE YTO-TO CKa3aTh?" - B 3TOT MOMeHT llleiiH
YyTh NPULIYPHUIICS, TTISIAA Ha KOJIEHONIPEKIOHEHHBIX BBy 1 MikaneMa, CIIPOCUIT CIIOKOWHBIM TOHOM:
"Ecnu He OymeT HOCTaTOYHOM IPUBJIEKaTEIbHOCTH, TOTAa MHL He OymeM OeCIpUYMHHO BMEIINBaTLCS B
Ballly opraHu3anuio.""Y emne, BcTaHbTe, He 3aCTaBIsANTE MEeHSI CMOTPETh Ha Bac CBBICOKA."'Kak TOIbKO
3TH CJI0Ba MPO3ByYan#, [IxkeM u MukuTa HeoObsICHUMO youBuauch.JIuia Mkanema u BuBu pesko
TIOMEHSIIUCE, X I'1a3a ObIIM HaloJIHeHB He0ObSICHUMEBIM Y2KacoM, ¥ ¥ HUX OBIJTA B3TJIS[IH,
TOBOpSIIKE 0 HepeluTeIbHOCTH. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MkaneM noaTsiHyn Busu, 4ToOH OHa
mogHsmack."TTocMoTpuTte MHe B rna3a!" - npopomxkun [lleiH.I'onoc He TPOMKUYM, HO C HEOTPaA3UMbBIM
TOHOM."He myraite MalieHbKYI0 JEBOUYKY!" - He cMoria He 3aMeTuTh Hamu.313 Mosua
HaOmonan.IToToMy 4TO 10 CUX IIOP OH He IIOHUMaJI, YTO MPOU301LI0."MOM TOCIIOOUH, TO, YTO S X0UY
CKas3aThb, 51 X04y, 4TOOBI 0 HeM 3HaJIu TOJIbKO MHI!" - MKaneM riny6oKo BOOXHY, O6pOCUB GeTIbli
B3ryaA Ha [lxxeMa, mpomenTan:"Ygemre co MHOMU, 1 cCHadasa Haupy npunachl!"[Ipexne yeMm llleitn
yCIeql OTBETUTh, D13 yKe yTamui [[xKeMa U ero HarmapHuKa.OH He UHTEPECyeTCs 9TOU CI0KHOU
nctopuei."Msl npunuu u3 Anabacta ¥ CKpEIBaJIMCh B 3TOM TpyIIe, YTOOH CIacTU HAILy
cTpaHy.""Buepa 1M03BOHMJIa TAaUHCTBEHHAd XeHIIWHAa. ECIIM MBI BCTPETUM BacC, 3TO MOXKET CTaTh
IIIAHCOM [IJ1 HaC CIIaCTU CTpaHy..." - ¢ 9TuMu cnoBaMu Mkanema.llleitn u HamMu HakoHeI ITOTy4YUIn
o0I1iee MpeficTaBIeHNE O TOM, YTO IIPOU30III0.ITO Ta XKe UCTOPHUYEeCKasi 3aKOHHOCTh, KOTOpas
n3BecTHa llletiny.Cutubykait Kpokopmaiin npubsit B AnnabacTy ¥ TaltHO XOTeJl 3aXBaTUTh
ctpany.lToaToMy npuHIlecca KOPOJIEBCTBa, UTOOH! CIIACTH CBOIO CTPaHY, IIOf BUIOM areHTa IIPOHMUKIIA
B Baroque Works, uToO5 00HapyKuUTh JOKa3aTelbCTBa TOT0, KaK KpoKogaiil XoTeNl 3aXBaTUTh
ctpany.YToOH 3ammTuTh BuBH, MKaneM Toxe MOKJIAICS ClenoBaTh 3a Heit.OHu Boe 6e3 nmpobieM
CJIUJINCH C OpraHu3allvel, HO Hayali C CaMOro Hu3a. Yepes Mecsl UX HaKOHel] IIepeBeid Ha 3Ty
BHCKHU-TOPY HECKOJIbKO [Hel Ha3and.OHU ayMaiu, 4To IoTpebyeTcsi MHOTO BpeMEHH, YTOOH
cOnmu3uThest ¢ 6occom.Ho BUepa BeuepoM IO3BOHUIIA TAMHCTBEHHAs XeHIuHa. "Eciu 9Tu Tpoe
IPOUAYT Yepe3 3TO MECTO, U MBI XOTUM CIIACTU CBOXO CTPAHy, MBI MOXKeM IIOIIPOCUTH UX O
nomotnu!""XoTs g He 3Hato, noueMy!""Ho ITOCKOIbKY OHU AEUCTBUTEJILHO IPOIJIA CKBO3b BOIbIION
IIyTh OTCIOMA, S CYUTAI0, UTO 3TO cyabba. Hameroch, OHM CMOTYT CIIACTH HAIIy CTPaHy!" - B KOHIIE
VikaneM MPOJIHII Clie3kl, er0 TOH OB Ype3BhYaiHO CMUPEHHBIM. "CKOJIbKO HU OTPeOyeTCs, eCiu 5
CMOTY CIIaCTH CBOIO CTPaHy, KakK IpHHIlecca AmabacThl, S MOTy 1oo0emaTh BaM BCe, UYTO B MOUX
cunax!" - yeTEIpHAALIATUNIETHSAS NIpUHIlecca Busu yctaBunace Ha llletina u Hamuy, nada u
ymornsis."Y meiCTBUTENBHO JIN 3TO CTOUT Yero-Hubyan?" - HamMu moBepHYyJack, U B ee rila3ax
TIOSIBUJICH CUMBOJIBL 6€JITu. "9M... 5 cHealo Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB! UCIIOJIHUTDL BCE TPU
ycnoBus...""Torga munnuapn 6enmu!""......... "JIuta 1 Busu, u MKanema no3eeHeu.
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