Brimo xonogwo. Llao [Tamy pe3Ko OTKPHII I'Jla3a, HO 00HAPYKHUII, UYTO BCE €T0 TEJI0 3aMepP3J10, a PYKU U
HOTY OHEMEJIX U IOoKakiBaiu. Ho Bedb ceryac Mo3OHAS HOYb PaHHE! 3UMBI, OH IIPOCTO 3agpeMai Ha
nexypctse. [ToueMy BAPYT CTasio TaK X0JIO0AHO, OYATO OH IMPOBAJIUIICS B JeAsSHOM norpe6?
[TomoxnauTe, 4TO 3TO NMepen HUM? [ToueMy MuUp HakJIOHEH? [ToueMy B3rIsig Tak O/IU3KO K 3eMiie?
[ToGnékiras KopuyHeBas TpaBa KaXKeTCs eflBa 3aMETHOM, a HeIlloJaIEKy BUAHEIOTCS OCTAaTKU CHeTa.
Heyxenu 310 cor? Korga Kopugop 00mbHULE cTan TakuM? [{ao [Jany MHCTUHKTHBHO MOMBITAICS
MIOMHSTH TOJIOBY, HO 00HAPYKMII, YTO IIest He OBUTaeTCsA. Ka3amock, Kakasi-To HEMIPEeOoJoIuMas Cuila
IpUKKUMaJja ero Teso. ['omoBa OyATo jexkasna Ha KyCcKe JIbfa, a 1eKa, COMPHUKACABIIAsCS C HUM,
OHeMeJla OT Xoiofa. [IrrxaHue ObII0 TAKUM JIESTHBIM, YTO Ka3anoch, OYATO HOXK BOH3aeTCs B JIETKHUE,
3acTtaBnad Llao [lanu 3apeixatecda. Heyxkenu 3To KommMap? Wiy Ha Hero HaBanuica ayx? Kak
npakTyuKaHT, [lao [lanmu He BepUJ B AyX0B ¥ 60OTOB, TO3TOMY He BEpPHI U B "IyXOBHLIE HaBakKOeHU".
Ho ceityac oH roToB OBII TOBEPUTHL BO YTO yromHo! OH CHOBaA IOMBITAJICS TOIIEBEIUTHCS, HO BCE OBIIO
6ecmone3Ho. Ero oxBaTuiI yxKac. 9TO He COH, 9TO PeaylbHOCTh. B HO3pHU ymapuil pe3Kuil 3amax KPOBH.
W3 yrosnka ria3a OH yBUOEI YTO-TO YEPHOE U XOJIOOHOE, IT0X0XKee Ha KYCOK XKejle3a UM YEPHOTO0
nepeBa. OT 9TOT0 IMpeaMeTa UCXOOUIT 3JI0BEIIHM 3anax. Ha HEM BUOHEIHCh KOPUYHEBBIE IISITHA. 1lao
Ianu MOHSJI, YTO 9TO 3acoxinas KpoBb. YTo 3To 3a mTyKa? YTo BooOIe nporucxogut? OH Oosblle He B
6onpHUIlE. OH B KAKOM-TO CTPAHHOM U ITyTalommeM MecTe. OH He MOXKeT JBUTAThCS, IOTOMY YTO KTO-
TO IpUXKUMaeT ero. M celiyac He HOYb, a AeHb. BHe3anHO pa3pancs ronoc, rIy0oKud U MOIIHEIM, KaK
ropa: - Bo uMs KOpoJisl aH#asioB, pOMHAPOB U MEPBHIX NTiofAei, Baaasiku Cemu KoponeBcTs u
3aIKUTHUKA BCex 3eMenb, PoOepra I u3 moma BapaTteoHnos, s, gnapn Ctapk, nopg Buntepdenna u
Xpauutens CeBepa, Ipurosapusai 1ebst K cmeptu. U emié uto-to! [ToyeMy 3TU Cjl0Ba KaXKyTCs
TakuMHU 3HaKoMbeIMU? "[lecHb JIbga u [Tnamenu"? "HUrpa npectonos"? Ilao Hanu Ovln SpeiM paHaTOM
[I>Kopmxka MapTuHa U IpeJaHHbEM IMOKJIOHHUKOM foMa CTtapkoB. C TpOXOTOM B €r0 CO3HAHUE XJIBIHYII
MOTOK uHGopManuu... B oquo MmruoBenue Llao [Jamu 0co3HAl, YTO OH OEUCTBUTEJILHO IIEPEHECCS B
mup "Ilecuu JIbpa u I[Tnamenu" u ctan YunmoMm, pa3segunkoM HouHoro [o3opa. Yumn - 6pakoHbED,
OTIIpaBJieHHBIM Ha CTEHy 3a OXOTY Ha OJiIeHeu B jiecax JoMa MenuctoB. OH IPUBLIYHEIN BOD,
M3BECTHBIM CBOEM CIIOCOOHOCTHIO MIPSTATHCS U BHICTIEKUBATD, U YK€ He MOJIO, TpUOIuKasch K
cpegHeMy Bo3pacTy. HeCcKonbKO gHeW Ha3ap NaTpyib U3 TPEX YeNIoBeK - YU, ['apu ¥ uX KOMaHAUD
Beiimap Poiic - otmipaBursics B yiec 3a CteHoii. OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C UCUE3HYBIIUMU BOCEMb THICAY JIET
Ha3apg MusiMu. Befimap Poiic moru6, a Yumm, oxBaueHHBIN yKacoM, Oexkal Ha ior. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO
OHelu ero norMaina KaBanepus Ctapkos. CormacHo 3akoHaM Houroro Jlo3opa u CeBepa, Yumn
IOJIKEeH ObITh Ka3HEH. M 9T0 mpoucxomuT nmpsmo cerdac. 1lao Jamu, Tparndecku IepeHECIINics B
3TOT MUP, CTaJl 3TUM HeCYaCTHEIM YHUIIIOM... MeTannu4yecKuii 3BOH pa3HEccs B Bo3ayxe. KTo-To
BHITAIIIUJT MeY HaJl ero TOJI0BOM, ¥ AhIXaHKWe CMePTH 0OpYIIMIOChH Ha HErO CBEPXY... B MOMeHT, Korga
JKM3Hb BUCeJa Ha Bonocke, 1Tao [Tamu, BoOpaBiuii B ce6s1 BOCIOMUHAHUS YHUIIIA, OTYASHHO
3akpuyat: - Jlopn Somaph, mogoxaute! Y MeHsT eCTh BeCTh OT IpeBHUX 60ToB! JIemsiHOM BO3IyX
ymapun 1o 1mee [{ao [Tanu, ¥ OH, CXKaBUIXUCh OT yKaca, Mpoxpumes: - 3umMa 051u3Ko, nopn damapn! ¥
MeHS eCTh IIPOPOYECTBO APEBHUX OOTO0B... 3HaMeHUTHIN Med "JIEN" 3aMep B BO3yXe, IEMOHCTPUPYS
MacTepcTBo Jnmapra Ctapka B oOpalileHun ¢ opyxueM. [IpopodecTBo gpeBHUX 60roB? [loM CTapKoB
BEPUT TOJIBKO B IpeBHUX O0roB. - [TogHUMUTE ero! - Tpo3By4as rimy00KUM 1 BIaCTHHIM I'0OJIOC, CIIOBHO
HABUCIIKY HaJ HUM, KaK ropa. JleaBue Meda BCE elre Kacanoch ueu Llao [lanu, He gaBas eMy
TIOBEPHYTH T'OJI0BY. Ero pe3ko mogHsIu Ha HOTH. [lepeq HUM CTOSIT YeJI0BEK, CUIbHBIN, KaK ObIK,
BBICOKMH, ¢ 60POM0ii, T0X0XkKeH Ha CTalbHbIe UTJIEL. ET0 uIlo OBIJI0 KOPUYHEBHIM OT MOPO3a, I'la3a -
CepO-KOPHUYHEBLIMHU, XOJIOOHEIMU U 0€32KaTOCTHEIMU. B €ro OrpoMHBIX pyKax OBIJT OTPOMHBIN MedY,
OJIMHa KOTOPOTO MOYTH pPaBHAIACh POCTY YHUIlsla. Med Me[qIeHHO OIyCTUIICS Ha 3eMJII0, eT0 JIe3BUe
cBepKaso cepebpucThiM cBeToM. Llao [Tamu MeIbKOM B3TJISHYIT Ha 671€CK JIe3BUS U MOHSJI, YTO Med
HEBEPOSITHO OCTPHIM, KaK MPUBHIYHLIN eMy CKaJlblle/lb U3 HepkaBemwiei ctanu.[Tocne nobera us
MHpa MepTBEIX ceppatie Llao [Janu GelreHo KOJIOTHUIIOCE, @ eT0 B3I METHYJICS B CTOPOHY. Ha
HeOOJIbIIIOM X0JIMe CJieBa HECKOJILKO ITOIPOCTKOB exasny Ha oHu. ONUH U3 HUX, MaJIbulK JIET CEMH,
obnagan KpaCUBHIMU YepTaMu nuiia. Eciu ciokeT He U3MeHuscCs, 3To O bpaH. Tpoe opyrux
IIOIPOCTKOB, OKPY2KaBIIKUX €0, BEITTISAENH CIIOKOMHEIMU U YBEPEHHBIMHU, C TITYOOKUMU B3TJIIAaMHU.



Ckopee Bcero, 3to 6smu [IkoH CHOY, Po606 Ctapk u Teon I'peiimxkoii. HemHOr0 mmoomans 3a
TIOIPOCTKAMHU B CBOOOIHOM CTPOIO exaiu 6ojee JecsiTka BCAGHUKOB C KOIbSIMU. VX muila ObUTH
OeccTpacCTHEI, a TJIa3a XOJIOOHH ¥ KeCTOKH, CJIOBHO OHM CMOTPEJIH Ha XKaJIkoe HacekoMmoe. Brnepenu
exasl BCaJHUK, IepKaBIluii B pykax Oosbinoe 3HaMs. Ha ¢are, pa3BeBaloieMcs Ha X0JI0JHOM
BeTpy, OblsT ©300pakeH OrPOMHBIN BONTUMii JTIOTOTUIl — repb moMa Ctapkos, JlegsHou Bonk.[lo cBoero
nmonaganus B 9ToT Mup Llao [lanu Obi1 60IbIIMM IOKJIOHHUKOM foMa CtapkoB. Ho celiuac B ero
Cep[ilie He OCTaJIOCh U Cliefla OT IIPeXKHEro BOCXUIlleHusi. ETMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OH JyMaJl, — 3TO
BBIKUTH. OUueBUAHO, €ro 3uMa HacTynuia.CipaBa OT 3ha CTOSJIA HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK. BONIBIIMHCTBO
13 HUX JepzKajyu IepyaTKu B pyKax. ATO, CKopee Bcero, ObIIM KanuTaH reapauu [Ixopu Kaccer,
XMYpPBIM CTapyK, IPUCTAIbHO CMOTpeBIIuy Ha Llao [lanu, — BepOSTHO, CMOTPUTENb KOHIOIIEH XYJIIVH,
CeOB/IaChlil MyKUMHa C KOPOTKOM O0POMI0M — 3aMKOBBIM yIIPaBAIOMmKY [IeCMOHA, U IBOE MOJIOILIX
napHeit. Cyns 1o 3HaKOMOMY CIOXKETY, OOUH U3 HUX OBbLJI CTPaXKHUKOM, a IPyTroil — CHIHOM XYIIyHa,
XanBuHOM.XOTS BCE 9TO 3aHSJIO IUIIIh MTHOBEHME, B rila3ax Llao [lamy Ka3anoch, YTO MPOIIIa Iienas
BEYHOCTh. By[ib 9TO COH UM PeanbHOCTh, TTIaBHOE — CIIACTH CBOIO XMU3Hb. Ha caMoMm fiesie, OH Bce
elre oIyIast riay0oKy pacTepsHHOCTh.- Jlopa 97, s He me3epTup co CTeHHl. 4 Mony4Yus 3HaK OT
6oros npenkoB. CornacHO UX yKa3aHUSIM, g IPHILIeN K BaM, YTOOHI ITepefaTh IpopodecTBo. [Tocne
3TOTO 5 BepHYCh Ha CTeHy U IPOJOJIKY CITyKUTh KaK YepHBIHM OpaT, BHITIONIHSS CBOM JOMIT OO
IIOCTIeIHEro0 B3moxa, - mpousHec Llao [Tamu.CeMbst CTapKOB Bepuia B 00TOB IIPEOKOB, IPEBHUX OOTOB.
A xeHa Jpma, Kelitunus, mokioHsyiack CeMepsiM, HOBBIM OoraM. YCibIaB 0 60rax MpegKoB, JIUI0
Spa crarno erie cypoBee. OH He 0c060 BepuJl B 3HAaMEHUSI, HO Bepa B IpeBHUX 60roB Oblya riy6oKo
yKOpeHeHa B ceMbe CTapkoB.HuKTO He oTBeTU I Ha cioBa Llao [Janu. Bce Moyiua cMOTpenu Ha HETo,
atMmocdepa Oblyla X0JIOOHOM, KaK 3UMHUN WHEMW, XOTS Ha OBOPE CTOSI KOHEI JlIeTa, ¥ 3UMa elre He
HacTtynumna.On Ctapk cMoTpen Ha [lao Janu, B ero pyKe CBepKall XOJOIHBIA CBET OTPOMHOTO Meyda.-
3uma O651M3KO, JTIopH 4. Y MeHs eCcTh TaliHOe 3HaMeHHue, KOTOPOe ST MOT'y COOOIIHUTh TOJIBKO BaM.
[TpopouecTBO ApeBHUX OOT0OB IPEOKOB He JOIXKHO OBITh U3BECTHO APYTUM. Eciii BbI 00HAPYXKUTE, YTO
s ITy U3 CTpaxa CMePTH, s TOTOB MIPUHSTE M1060e HaKa3aHue. [axke eclu MeHS Pa30pPBYT Ha THICSIYY
KYCKOB, 51 caM Oyqy BUHOBAT, - mpopoikan Llao [Janu.OTBeTa CHOBa He mociefoBasno. d1 CTapk
IIPOMOJIKAJl CMOTPETh Ha Hero, He ABuUrasch. llao [Janu ynomsanyn gesu3 noma CtapkoB — "3uMa
O67113K0", 4TO YKa3kIBalIO Ha TO, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK He OblJT 0OBIYHEIM I'IYIIIIOM B YepHOM.HakoHel, O
ellBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYJI. CUIbHBIE MyKUYMHEI, TaKN€e KaK KallUTaH TBapOUX U 3aMKOBHIM YIIPaBISIOLUINHT,
crosBire psagoM ¢ Lao Hanu, HemenneHHo oTcTynunu. Octanuck TonbKo Llao Nanu u 9f, cTogBLINe
nutoM K uiry.llao [Tamy mOHM3MUI TOJI0C, ¥ €T0 CJI0Ba CerKa OpoxKamu:- 3uMa 61113Ko, J10pa 1.
OpHo u3 3HaMeHul 60T0B IIPEeKOB TOBOPUT MHE, UTO ¥ BaC €CTh BHEOpaYHBIN CHIH 110 UMEHH [[2KOH
CHoy. HacTrosmuii gpakoH U JIeisTHEIE BOJIKK 3alUINAIOT BCE, YTO CBSI3aHO C HUM. Bo ThMe 3UMEHI S
BumeN, Kak [I:koH CHOY ITpeBpaTHUIICS B OTPOMHYIO KOJIOHHY, ITOAaepKuBaiyo Hebo. Jlopa 31,
HACTOSIINY IPAKOH, JIedsTHbEIe BOJIKY ¥ KOJIOHHA, IIoAiepKuBaloIias He0o... { He MOHUMAI0 3HAUYEHHUS
3TOT0 3HAMEHUS. f JUIITh MOJIIOCh, YTOORI JIOP M CMOT MOIYYUTD ITPOCBETIIEHNE OT GOTO0B...3payKu
Opa CTapKa BHE3aIlHO Cy3UJIKCh, €er0 TeJI0 APOTHYJIO, a Ha pyKax, CKUMALUUX PYKOSITh Meua,
BBICTYIIUJIA CHHUE BEHHL...
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