"T'me 9T10...?" — Bckpuuan Ban JIu, 4yBCTBYs ce0st Kak OyAaTo mapuT B Bo3ayxe.C ycunueM oH
Me[IJIeHHO MOIHSJ BeKH, HO TIOBCIONY Llapuia OeCKOHeYHas ThMa, YTO 3acTaBuiio cepaie Bax JIu
3a0uThCs B naTKH. OIIeI0MIeHHBIN, OH IIOTyMasl, YTO C €T0 IJla3aMU YTO-TO He TaK, U UCIIyTaJcs
HACTOJIBKO, UTO ITOCIIEIINI IIPOBEPUTH MX, HO H3-3a Ype3MePHOU CUJIbl Ha KOHYMKAaX IalblleB OH
CIy4dalHO MOBPEHUII I'/1a3a, BEI3EIBasl HEIIPOU3BOJIbHEIE CIe3bL."YX... [11a3a 60T, 3HAYUT, OHU B
nopsake. Ho rae g Tenepb? MoXKeT, g CIUIIO B XUKUHE?" — cOUT ¢ TONKy Ban JIu, cierka morep
rna3a. "M moueMy 3mech Tak TeMHO? [Jaxke C OTKPBITHIMU T'Jla3aMM KaxKeTcst, OyATo g ciemnou?" — B
rosioBe y BaH JIu BO3HUKJI0O MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB.JTO OBIJI0O HEM3BECTHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, MTON00HOe
kKocMmocy. CHavasna Ban JIu ouens 6osinics. K cyacThio, OH yXKe MPUBHIK K TeMHOTe. OH BCTal,
KPY2KUJICS B BO3yXe, BHIIIOIHSAI Pa3/InuYHble CII0KHBIE JBUKEHUS U BeCelnuics Kak Mor. HyxkHo
3HaTh, YTO COCTOSTHME HEBECOMOCTH — 3TO HE TO, YTO MOXKHO HCIBITATh TPOCTO Tak.HOBMHKM BCcerma
MMEIOT CMEPTEIbHOE BIIeYeHUeE [T YeJI0BEKa, HO B 9TOM MUPe HeT HUYero BeyHoro. Kakumu 6wl HU
OBLTM HOBHIE BEILl, OHM HE MOTYT CPABHUTHCS C YEJIOBEYECKUM CTPEMJIEHUEM K TIOUCKY. Y CTaBIINH
Ban JIu Havan mymaTh O TOM, KakK BHIOPAThCST OTCIOMA, HO €ro YCUIMS OBITM HallpacHHL. B aTom
CTPAHHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE AaxKe THICSIYU WIel He IPUBOMAIT K ycrexy. Ban JIu Hauan 60saThcs."dTo 3a
YepTOBIIKMHA 9TO MECTO ¥ KaK MHe OTClofla BhIOpaThes?" — cka3an BaH JIu, motupas monbopomoK
JieBOU pyKoiu. Teslo MenyieHHO IbUIO Bepen, "OguH mwar — U TOIbKO OH." [IpuHAaB pemenue, BaH Jlu
6osblilie He gyMas 06 9TOM ¥ IIYCTUJICS B CBOOOMHOE TIJlaBaHKe, TOTPY3UBIINCEH B TpaHC.HensBecTHO,
CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH IIPOIIJI0, HO IPOCTPAHCTBO, Ka3aj0Ch, TPECHYJIO, U OCIIENIUTEIbHBIN CBET
IIPOPBAJICS B 3TO MECTO, OCBelas Tejio Ban JIu, 4To 3acTaBUIIO €ro, JOJIr0 HaXOOUBILIErOCS B
TEMHOTE, HEBOJIbHO 3aKpHITh r'1a3a."ECTh CBET, OTINYHO, JOJIXKEH OBITh BHIXOH." — C 3HTY3HMa3MOM
noTpsic MyiedaMu BaH JIu, 3aKphiB riia3a. OH 0TYasHHO XOTEJI UX OTKPHITh, 005ICh, YTO CBET BHE3AITHO
nucue3HeT. [ToTpeboBanoch BpeMsi, UTOOH! IPUBLIKHYTE K SPKOMY CBETY. Uepe3 HEKOTOPoe BpeMs Bax
JIy momsITaNCA OTKPBITH I'J1a3a, B3TJISHYTh Ha KCTOYHUK CBETa, BAPYT BCKUHYJ PYKHU, U30 BCEX CUJI
TIOTLJTBIT K CBETY U ITOCTETIeHHO MPUOIU3UIICS K KICTOUHUKY. B ero cepalle BCIIBIXHYIIA
Hazexpna.HakoHen, gpoxaiiasg MajieHbKas pyKa BaH JIu KocHynace UCTOYHUKA CBeTa. BHe3amnHo
CBET, Ka3aJloCh, 0KUJ ¥ PE3KO0 3agpozKall. 3aTeM, CIIOBHO B30PBaBIIMICS CHAPSM, Ype3BEIYaliHO
OenbIi CBET PACIPOCTPAHUIICS C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCThi0.BaH JIu moyyBcTBOBaN ce0st Kak OyATO
IIOpakKeHHBIM CBETOLIYMOBOM I'paHaTOM U IOTEPS/I CO3HAHUE, e[JBa YCIIeB CpearupoBaTh.---BoCTOUHO-
Kuraiickoe mope, nepeBHst Cubeir."d#, Mansim Cubu, CHOBa COOMPAEIIhCS APAThCS C MOPCKUMU
KOPOJISIMU Ha TLJISIKe, Xa-Xa." — MOJIIyTUII B3POCTIBIN ASiAs C TYCTOM O0pOmoi, Tnsifs Ha pebeHKa
poctoMm MeHee 1,4 meTpa."[Jana KyHke, g y2Ke B3POCIIBIY, IepeCTaHb Ha3bIBaTh MeHs MaJbllom
Cubu, Temepd THI [OKEH 3BaTh MeHsI MucTtep Cubu." — cepbe3no oTtBeTun Cubu, ITUI0 KOTOPOTO He
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €ro Bo3pacty."Jlaguo, msigs omubcs. [laBai, Muctep Cubu, 4TOOB U3BUHUTHCS,
TI03BOJIb MHE [IaTh Te0e HEMHOT'0 CaXapHOTI'0 TPOCTHHKA." — YIBIOHYJICS U3BUHUBIINNCST KyHKe,
mocTtaBasi u3 6aHKM HECKOJIbKO 3e(pUpPOK U moMaxuBas UMM nepen Mansimom Cubu. "T'otoBo." —
6pocun KyHKe caXapHBIM TPOCTHHK, U OH, CJIOBHO yIIPaBJIsI€MbIM HEBUIUMOM PYKOM, TOYHO yIasl B
pyky Maneiury Cubu."Bay, cnacu6o, gans KyHke." — pagocTh 3aMeHUIa CEpbe3HOCTh Ha JIUIE
Mansima Cubu.YBunes o1y cueHy, KyHKe ynapui O0JIbIION JTafOHbIO [T0 IPUJIABKY U TPOMKO
paccMmesincs: "Xa-xa, Muctep Cubu, moOUTeNb CaXapHOT0 TPOCTHHKA, XOUellb elle?" — MpenIoxXuil
KyHKe, efBa He pa3phIAaBIIUCh OT cMeXa. Ero cmex He TONbKO orrenoMusl CuOu, HO ¥ HEHAPOKOM
MCIyTaJ IIeHKa, BHIIEAero norynsate.Cubu, omenoMIeH BN, CHaYala He cpearuposat: "Ax!
Heropsii, s He X04y CaXapHOTO... 3X." — pa3THEeBaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, TOTOBBIHM BEHIOPOCUTD CaXapHbIi
TPOCTHUK U3 PYK, HO HE MOT PEIIUThCS, HaXOAsICh B IPOTHUBOPeunn. TyT BHE3aHO pa3falics rojioc
tetu Cunu: "JlagHo, CTaphX YyOak, ONSTh U3[eBaelIbcs Hafl MasbioM Cubu." — ornsoeBIINCh, OHa
yBH[Ie/Ia TOJICTYIO TETIO C JIeBOM PYKOH Ha Oempe, MpaBoi PYKOM YKa3hIBAIOIIYIO Ha KyHKe, HOYIIYIO K
IponyKToBOMY Mara3uHy.Cmex KyHke BHe3anHo npekpaTuscs. CTOJIKHYBIIUCH C TUTPULIEX TOMa,
KyHKe He MOT MPOSIBUTH XapaKTeP U BRITJISAMEN IIOKOPHBIM, KaK 00uXKeHHas HeBecTa. "Xe-xe... Kak
Mor o6ugeTh Marbiiia Cubu, s fal0 eMy caXapHBIM TPOCTHUK, TH He MPOTUB, Cubu?" — mocreIHo
nogMurHyn Kyake Mansiity Cubu."Xmd." — xMeikHy1 Maseiin Cubu, 0OTBEpHYBIINUCH U UTHOPUPYS
nonmuruBanus KyHke.KyHKe B maHUKe, BUM ¥ HETO OCTaBasICA IPEXKHUM, KOTa OH yBuAen, uto Cubu



€r0 UTHOPUPYET, OH MOT TOJILKO CHEJIaTh CTPATEeTUYeCKUM 0TXOM U OBICTPO U3BUHUTLCS TEpPe[l TeTel
Cumnu, yneibasice: "2KeHa, xe-xe, Kak s MOTy o0umets Culwu, 51 gaxke He MOTy ero ooumets."Tets Cunu
C HeJloBepHeM mocMoTpesna Ha Cubu u cupocuia: "Mansim Cubu, 3TOT CTaphlit uynak odumen Te0s?
Ckaxu, u 51 moMory Tebe IpOy4YuTh 3TOTO CTAPOro Yymaaka.'YBumeB 3T0, Manbiir Cubu XUTpo
YIBIOHYJICSI, ATHOPUPYS B3TJISOH 3@ MIOMOIIIBI0 OT KyHKe, ¥ MOTSHYJI 3a TOJICTYI0 pyKy TeTu Cummy,
KOKEeTJIMBO CKa3aB: "TeTss Cunu, MeHs obupen aaas KyHke, TH DoJKHa TOMOYb MHe."CJIbiIna
KOKeTnuBHIM royioc Marsbiia Cubu, Cunu BHE3aIlHO yIEIOHYIach, €€ IpaBasi pyKa BEICKOYHUTIA K
MSATKOMY XKUBOTY KyHKe C MOTHUEHOCHOM CKOPOCTHIO U CHeslaja MOJIHbIM 060poT Ha 360
rpagycoB.Bapyr Hap crokoitHou nepeBHer Cubeit pa3mancst KpUK. 3BYK ObIT TAKUM T'POMKHUM, YTO
IITUIIEL B JIECY B3JIETENIH, & CTAPUK-CTApPOCTa YyTh He yIa C me3yioHra. OKpyxkKariolue XKUTeH,
ycnuliaB Kpuk KyHKe, Bce OHANM, 4TO npoucxoaut."Uauot KyHke, onsats nonyqus ot Cenu, xa-
xa.""OH cHoBa gpa3Hui Marnsia Cubu. Bee 3HatoT, uto Cemnu mobut Marsiina Cubu.""TouHO, OH 9TO
3acnyXuJ, xe-xe."Pa3roBopsl pa3gaBaiuch o Bced nepeBHe. B 9To Bpems Cubu ey caxapHHBIN
TPOCTHUK U HEC YIOUKY, AJIMHA KOTOPOM Hecopa3MepHa ero co6CTBeHHOMY pocTy. [1o ero MHeHHUIO,
yeM [JIMHHEee yIouKa, TeM jierde rnoruMaTh priOy.'ony6oe He6o 6e3 0671aK0B, IO COTHIIEM PS[I
MaJieHbKUX CJIe[0B yKa3kiBal Ha 6eper Mops.Poputenu Cubu nmorubnu, Korfa NupaThl Hanaayd Ha
nepeBHI0. Manenbkuit Cubu BUOEN BCe CBOMMHU I'Ta3aMu. Ecnu ObI He XKepTBa MaTepH, OH Obl He ObI
30ech, ¥ MaTh YMepia u3-3a 3Toro. Ero oTel, HECMOTPS Ha CBOU [IBa KyJlakKa ¥ YEThIPE PYKH, YOUB
HECKOJIBKUX ITHUPATOB, ObIJT B KOHITE KOHIIOB 3apy0/ieH CTy4alHbIM YOapoM. B To BpeMs mepeBHS
Cubett moHEC OOJIBIIME TOTEPHU. XOTS IUPATH OBITA OTOUTHI, BRIKUBIIKE KUTEIN HE MOTIIN
pagmoBaThcsi. MHOTME POLICTBEHHUKY HaBCETa YIIIK B 3TOM KaTacTpode, 1 BCsA iepeBHS Oblla
HaloJiHeHa nedainkio.K cuacTrio, 11on 3a00To# U omekod xurtened Cubeit, Cubeli BHILIE U3 TEHU
CMEPTH CBOUX POIOUTENIEH U He X0TeJl OeCIIaTHO MOIy4aTh efy oT xkutenel. [Toatomy Cubent
KaXX[IbIH TeHb XOOU Ha PEIOAIKY Y MOPS ¥ XOTeJ M03ab0TUTHCS 0 peife, KOTOPYIO OH moiMan. Ero
cocey ITPOCTO He MOTJIM IMOWMAaTh PHIOY KaxK[blit meHb, HO Cubelt He cuaBascs. [Jaxke eCciyu OH HE MOT
noimath pri0y, Crubelt Bce paBHO XOIUJI Ha IJISIZK KaxXAbK neHb. HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4To y Cubu ecThb
MeuTa B CBOEM Cepfille, YTOOBI CTaTh MOPSKOM U IIPHBECTHU BCEX IIMPATOB B MUpPE K IIPaBOCYAUIO.
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