OH nopaTBepOUIT HaIlpaBlIeHNE, 3aTeM 3aBEPHYJT OCTABIIYIOCS MOJTOBUHY 6apOeKI0 TUCThSIMU U MTOKPHIT
BHEIIIHIOI CTOPOHY CJI0€M 3eMJIH, YTOOB! TPeIOTBPATUTh PACIIPOCTPAaHEHKE 3alaxa. 3aTeM OH
IIPOMOIKUI IIyTh, HECS Ha ciiuHe 3eMio u Msco.I'maBa 08: Vi3 ropKak o6e3bsiHa, CHHBTA0 JIOBKO
IepemnpuIuBai Yepe3 XaoOTUYHLIE JI03H], JIeXkKalllie Ha Aopore, HO BCEero fBa Imara.— Tcc! — yBupeB
cleHy Hemopasneky, Cuab Tao He CMOT cAepzKaTh B3foxa.Tena Tpex MyK4uH B ofexpaax OproHa
JleKajy B OeCSITH MeTpax BIepedy, ¥ BOKPYT HUX ObIIM pa30pocaHbl HOXMU, TIyKU U CTPENHL. B 3TOT
MOMEHT UX TeJla ellle He CUIbHO Pa3JI0KUJIACh, HO CIeObl YKYCOB U MOTJIOLIEHUS 3TUX TPeX JI0aen
ObUTM OYeHb OYeBHUOHEL. Tea Tpex momel ObUIM HEIOTHEIMU. Y OMHOT0 MYKYMHBI O0IbINas 4acTh
Oenpa u HorM OblJIa ChefieHa, B KUBOTe Oblyla O0IbIast ObIPa, ¥ PA30PBaHHEIE TOJICTHE W TOHKHUE
KHMIIKY OBbUTM pa30pocaHsbl IOBCIONY. Y OpPyroro yejgoBeKa Oblla ChefieHa MTOJI0BHHA T'0JIOBHI, OOUH
r71a3HOM 516JI0KO BCe elrle OBITI0 Ha MecTe, ¥ Ha OJIemHOM 4epele I0J13aId HEKOTOPhIe THUYUHKY.JIUII0
Cunb Tao mobnenHeno, 1 OH 3apepxKan arixaHue.XoTs CuHb Tao yxke B TeUeHUE MOIyMecsiia
TPEHUPOBAJICS KaK AWKOE JKUBOTHOE M [axe IHJI KPOBh TUKOTO KUBOTHOTO, 3TO BCE 2Ke Obllla KPOBb
JKMBOTHOTO, U OHa COBEPIIEHHO OT/JIMYajach OT YBULEHHOU UM Tellephb YeJI0Be4eCKou KpoBu.— OHHU,
MOJKHO OBITH, YMEPJIX OBA-TPU OHS Ha3afd, — CuHb Tao mogaBul HEYOOBOJILCTBYE B CBOEM Ceplle U
BHHMATEJIbHO OCMOTpPEN TpH Tella, — OOHO U3 CMEePTEIbHBIX IIOBPEeXKOEeHUM 9TUX TPEX Jfofen OBII0
13-3a TOTO, UTO UX IIen ObUIM MepPeKyIIeH ], a ABa OPYruX — K3-3a IepejioMa M03BOHOYHUKA, U CYOs
110 paHe, 9T0 ObLIO cAenano TurpoM! ! IIpoBenst TaK MHOTO BpeMEHHU B 9TOM IIePBOOLITHOM JIECY U BCE
ellle TPEHUPYSCh II0 MHCTUHKTY 3Beps, CuHb Tao 4OCTAaTOYHO TOUHO ONpPeesy IOBPeXAeHN ],
HaHeCeHHBIe 3BepsaMu.— [Ioxoxe, Turp Hemaneko! — Hoc Cunb Tao cierka IomeBenuics, U OH
Cpasy IIOYyBCTBOBAJI 3amax TUrpa nobnusoctu, — Ho s MOry ciemoBaTh 0 3alaxy, OCTaBIIeHHOMY
3THMHU OXOTHHUKAMH, YTOOBI HAaUTH WX MECTO KHUTeNIbCTBA. 3Halo, rae Thl!— Pa3 OpuoH cmor
noOpaThCs IO 9TOr0 MECTa, TO HefaJleKo OT MecCTa, rae XKuByT mogu! — ITogymas 00 aTom, Cunb Tao
Cpasy Xke IMOJI0XKUI HOXK, JIVK U CTPeJIsl PsmoM ¢ TestoM OproHa cebe Ha TeJO U IOLIeN B
HallpaBJIEHUM 3allaxa, KOTOPHIY 0YyBCcTBOBa.[loce Toro kak CuHb Tao mpolen 0KOJI0 CEMHU-
BOCHMU MUJIb, O67IM37I€XKalIHe Jleca TOCTEIIeHHO PACCTYIUINCh, ¥ TIOONMU30CTH yKe MOKHO OBII0
YBUIETH CIEOH YeJI0BeUeCKOou aesiTenbHoCTU.— XM!? — Cunb Tao BApyr oOpaTHiI CBOM B3I Ha
KYCTHL HelloflaJIeKy ¥ YBUAEJ HeSICHO KOJIBIIIYIIYIOCS TUTPOBYIO MKypy.— XM!? Heyxenu Turp 3mecs,
yTOoOH 3acaguTh MeHs!? Ho Teneps, KOTrfia y MEHS eCTb OpYyXKue, 51 He NOJIXKeH 60ThCs Tebs, —
BhIpaxeHue nuija CuHb Tao CTano cepbe3HbIM, U OH ellle CUJIbHEee CXKajl HOX B pyKe.BHe3anHo CHUHB
Tao HaxMypusICs ¥ HeMHOTO0 pacciaabumncs. "Turp" BeIIIE caM, ¥ 0Ka3aloCh, YTO 3TO OBITT IPOCTO
OXOTHUK B TUTPOBOM mKype.— KTo Tel!? — OproOH BOCKIUKHYJ, yBUAeB CHHB Tao B LIKype
JKMBOTHOTO U JiepKallero Hox B pyke.CuHb Tao crpocuin B 0TBeT: — A ThI KTO? YTO TH 3[€Ch
nenaemb?MyxX4YrHa OTBETUI: — ¢l OXOTHUK 3[eCh. Pa3Be TH He 3Haelb? Hen3BeCTHO C KaKOTo
BPEMEHH, TUT'P BHIIIEN U3 O/M3JIexkKalei rOpPs ¥ KakXIyi0 HOYb BEIXOOUI, YTOOHR HAaBPEOUTh JIIOISIM.
[laxe HaIIM OXOTHUKM IIOTEPSJIA CEMb-BOCEMb YeJI0BEK. MarucTpaT 3TOro yesaa IIOIpPOCHUI Hac
OXOTHUKOB IIOMMAaTh ero. Tak 4To 5 C JeCATKOM UM OKOJIO TOTO Celb4aH XOAUII BBEPX U BHU3 3[ECH,
CTaBUJI JIOBYILIKH, JIyKH, JIeKapCTBa, CTPENHl U T.4. 4 51exan B 3acafie 3[ecCh, HO yBUOET, KaK THl
BhIIIeN U3 Trophl. KTo T Tako#? Jlromu? Tel Bumesn atoro Turpa?Cunb Tao coOupascs OTBETUTh, KOTOa
BOPYT ycnwian oT OpuoHa "Aun", KOTOPHIY, IJIAAS Ha JIyK Ha cnuHe CuHb Tao, Apoxkalle CIIpPOCUI: —
THL... THE THI B3SIJT IYK HAa CBOEM CIMHE? JTO Bl MOEro cTrapiiero 6paTa, mo4eMy oHU y Te0s B
pykax!?— TBo¥ cTrapmuit 6pat Toxke 0XOTHUK!? — CuHb Tao moxJonan ero 1o mneuy, — 4
3a0IyOuiIcs B Topax U jiecax U BHIIIEN TOJBKO Yepes mojiMecsinia. HegaBHO s BUAEN TPH Tena,
KOTOPHIE OBIIM IIOUTH ChefeHbl TUTPaMu B ropax. YxKaH ['OHII3SH U HOXK B €T0 PYKe B3STHL OTTY[a.
Mou cobone3noBanus!Kak To1bk0 CUHbTA0 3aKOHUUJI TOBOPUTH, OPUOH Ha ITPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHON
CTOpPOHE Hayal IJlakaTh: — ¢l JaBHO 3HAJ, YTO C HUM YTO-TO CIIYUYMUTCS, KOTHa OH ITOMAET OXOTUTHCS B
TOPBI, HO KaJjib, YTO OH He IIOCJIyIIajl MOero COBeTa...YBUEB, KaK OH IpyCTHO miadeT, Cuab Tao He
XOTeJ ero 6eCIIOKOUTh. YBUIEB, YTO OH IIOCTEIIEHHO KOHTPOIUPYET CBoe HacTpoeHue, Cuub Tao
cKasan: — {1 3abnynuics B ropax U Tenepb He 3HaIO, I'7Tie S HaX0XkKych.— MEI B ye3ne LluH}aH 31ecs,
— OpuoH BHITED CJIe3Hl U CKa3al, — B CcTo MUISAX Ha ceBep HaXOOUTCS BCEMUPHO W3BECTHBIA TOPHBIN
MaccuB Bynan! KTo Thl TaKO#, YTO THl MOT OCTaThCSd B TOM CTapoOM Jiecy monmMecsna!? [laxe rpymmna



3KCIIEPTOB C rOpHl BymaH He moria 3To coenaTth! Cub Tao yneIOHYIICS U TTepecTall TOBOPUTh. JIyuiile,
yeM Te MOHaX¥ rophl BymaH, pa3Be 9To He 6peq. Tak Ha3siBaeMasi OeqHast KyJIbTypa u 6oraTas
6oeBast MCKYCCTBO, KTO MEUCTBUTEIILHO MTPAKTUKYET 00eBYI0 UCKYCCTBO, KTO He Oorat? Crpocure
OoraThIX IIOWTH B TOPHI KUTh XKU3HBIO AUKAPEeN, 1 HECKOIBKO U3 HUX CMOT'YT BHIKHUTh.ECu He
MCII0/Ih30BaTh OPYyXKKUe, MOKHO CMECTHUTh IIOJIOBUHY Jieca 00eBOii UCKYCCTBa C CUOUPCKUM TUTpoM.ITo
onenke Cunb Tao, B Mupe, nomo6HOoM "Cwordsman", Tex, KTO MOXKeT 1Mo0equTh CUOMPCKOTO TUTPaA
TONTBIMU PYKaMHM, IIOYTH Ha YPOBHE T'JIaBBl CEKTHI; JlaXkKe MHOTHE TJIaBbl HE MOTYT 3TOTO CHenaTh 0e3
opyxusi cubupckuit Turp. B "Tsaubnyn BaOy", cubupckuit Turp Obl1 B IOpsKe mociie nonyyenus 70-
cunpHOTO namsl 1130 ®ana.Ha camom fiene, ecnu Te MacTepa 00€BBIX HCKYCCTB ObIIM B LIEHTPE
IePBOOLITHOTO JIeCa, BCE BU[IHI STOBUTHIX HACEKOMBIX ¥ CBUPEIIBIX 3B€PEH BHIIIIHM ObI KUBEIMH, YTO
ObL10 OBl YOMBUTENIBHO. DKCIEPTH TaKXkKe cuyibHee B cuie. C TOYKM 3pEeHUST HaBLHIKOB BRIKUBAHUS B
OUKOM TPUpPofie, 3TU pebsiTa, BEPOSITHO, HE TaK XOPOIIH, KaK I'PyIINa CIelHa30BIeB Ha 3eMyie B
npenbIpyuen xxusuu.— Ho 3To MecTo melicTBuTenbHO 61113K0 K rope Byman!? — Cunb Tao 6bi1
HEMHOT'0 03afaueH, — 4 OBIT B JIecy, IIJIM BCe BPeMs Ha CeBep U IIUIM IIOJIMecsIa, Ipexae 4yeM
BBIATH. TaK 4TO 1epPBOOLITHEIM Jiec, B KOTOPOM s ObLT paHbllle, 3TO JlereHaapHbd [II9HbHYHII3S
s!TlogymaB 00 aToMm, Cunb Tao cpa3dy ke mobonTan ¢ OpuoHoM, a 3aTeM OpuoH cobpast OOJIBIIYI0
TPYyINy nofe, 4To0s HeMenieHHO coOpaTh Tenla Tex OpuoHoB.[Tocnie TOTo KaK UHIUAEHT
3aKoHYHUIICSA, UCUHXKEeHDb TaKXKe BEPHYJICA B ye3[. B To xKe BpeMsi CuHb Tao TakXkKe peln OTaaTh BCe
cBoM Bemy 3ToMy OpuoHy, u 9T0T OpHUOH Hajl eMy HeCKOJIbKO KOMITJIEKTOB OOBIYHOM OOeXK /bl 1
HeMHOro fgesHer. OgHako, TOCKOIbKY CuHb Tao ABIsETCSA Y4epPHOU CEMbEN, KOTOpas IepeceKia BpeMs
Y He UMEeeT PETUCTPAIIMH B MOMOX03S1CTBE, 9Ta CEMbS OXOTHUKOB He PellaeTCs JepKaTh ero Ha
Houb.lI Cunb Tao coBceM He Bo3pazKajl IPOTUB 3TOT0. B m060M ciTydyae, HECKOJIBKO IIKYP KUBOTHBIX,
IIPUHECEHHHIX U3 TOPHI, 0BT 0OMEHEHH Ha HEMHOTO JIEHET, TaK YTO OH MOT HalTH T'OCTUHUIY B
ye3mHOM ropopke, YTo0Bl ocTaThcs.IToce eqrl ¥ MUThS B TOCTUHUIIE, TPUHSITHS BAaHHBEI 1 CMEHBI
opmexnanl, CuHb Tao yexars JIeHUBO Ha KPOBaTH, OTKPHIJ I'Jla3a ¥ ITIOCMOTPEIT Ha SPKYIO JIYHY 3a
okHOM: — 4 xkun B [IIaHbHYHI3S O0Jiee MoIyMecsiiia, ¥ Telleph BHE3AITHO XKUTh TaKO# IpeBHEN
JKU3HBIO IeNCTBUTENbHO HeynoOHo!— OnHaKo, 1 He 3Halo, Korfa ceiyac. Hayanach u ClokeTHas
nuuug "Cwordsman"? HeBaxHO, 3aBTpa cpa3y moiay B BynaH, 4ToOH cTaTh yueHUKOM. be3 Kpusuca
BhIKMBaHUS, CuHb Tao TakXkKe Havyaa AyMaTh AUKAMU MBICNISIMU, — Bonee momymecsiia B
[I9HBHYHII3S, CTOJIKHYJICS C 0€CYMCIIEHHBIMY KPU3KUCAaMH, ¥ OYKO YOAauu JOCTHUIJIO 15 0YKOB, 4TO Ha
50% BbIllIe, YeM Y OOBIYHBIX JIFOMIeH, TaK YTO MPO6JIEM C IIOCTYIJIEHNEM B YY€HUKHU He NOIKHO
obITh!!...'maBa 09Cunb Tao OTHOXHYNI B TOCTHHUIIE B Topoake LIuH(3H U paHO YTPOM OTIIPABUIICS Ha
ropy Byman.OH He Toponuics Ha 3TOM IIyTH, TaK Kak elre Oblyio 60iee cTa MUJIb MEXKAY TOPOIKOM
HundsH u ropo#t Bynan. OH TONMbKO moOparscs oo MOJHOXKMS TOphl BynaH B TOT [IeHb, a 3aTeEM
ocTajcs B O1u3exalei TOCTUHUIIe Ha OJHY HOYb, BLIMBIJIICS BCETO Tejla U B MePBBIM pa3 paHO yTPOM
OTIIPABHUJICS IIPSMO Ha ropy Byman.CUHBTA0 MOOHSIICS B TOPY II0 OPOre, ¥ KOTHOa OH ObLT MOYTH Ha
BEPIIVHE, OH YCJIbIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO KpUuKHYI: — OTKyAa TH Upells, npuilel Ha Bygan? OH gBiseTcsa
y4ueHuKoM cekThl Bynan.Korga Cunb Tao yBumen AByX JII0fiel, OH Cpa3y e CJIOXWI PYKHU U
IIOKJIOHUJICS, TOBOPsA: — CuHb Tao, g BOCXUINAKCh YHUKAIbHEIM 3HaHNEeM BynaHa U Npuilen coga,
YTOOBI YUUTHLCS Y YUYUTENS Helaneko.Tal13sl He yOUBUICS, BygaH u3BecTeH BO BCEM MUPE, ITOYTH
KaX[Iblil IeHb eCTh JIIOM, KOTOPhIe IPUXOMST YUUThCS V¥ MacTepa. OmgHaKo OOIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX —
IeTH B BO3pacCTe [I0 [IeCsATH JIeT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KOTa ITPAKTHUKYeIllb 00eBYI0 HCKYCCTBO, YeM
MOJI0XKe, TeM JIy4Ile, ¥ gy Bo3pacta Cunb Tao Bce ele penku.OguH U3 Tall3kl Cpa3y CIPOCUIT: —
Cunb Tao, ckonmbKko Tebe net cervac? M uTo ¢ TBOUMHU BojiocamMu? Thl MOHAX, KOTOPHINA TOJIBKO
HelaBHO BEPHYJICS B MUPCKYI0 XKU3Hb?CHHB Tao BCe ellle UMeeT KOPOTKHE BOJIOCH B JaHHBIA MOMEHT,
U B IpeBHeM 00IIecTBe, KpoMe IPeCTYIHUKOB, COBEPUIUBIINX IPECTYIITIEHUS, TOTBKO MOHAXH,
KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJIUCH U3 MUPCKOM XXKM3HM, HOCUJIU TaKKe BOJIOCH.— MHEe TOJIBKO YTO
ucnonHunock 21 rog! — Cunb Tao ckas3anm npsiMo, — A HacdeT MOHuX Bojoc...CuHb Tao cKa3an
Oe3Hame:kHO: — BBIT MoKap paHbIe, ¥ MOU BOJIOCH TaM cropenu.— [Toxkap? — TaHl3kl mpoIenTarl,
Ka3aJ0Ch, COMHeBasiCh.— [IBafuaTs ofuH rog!? — Tauiael KUBHYJ, a 3aTeM ocMoTpen Cusb Tao ¢
TONIOBH 10 HOT. CTyIeHBbKH, Ha KOTOPHIX CTOsINT CuHb Tao, OBINIM Ha OBe CTYIEHU HUXKE WX, JIOTUYECKHU



roBopsi, Obiy1a pa3uuila moyuty B 30 caHTUMETPOB, HO CHHB Tao MOYTH MOT CMOTPETh Ha HUX Ha
PaBHBIX, YTO ITOKA3aJI0 €Tr0 POCT.B 3T0 BpeMs Apyroi TauIssl ckasan: — Cuab Tao, BepHO? Th
BBITJIIIUIIE TaK. Y TeOS KPEmKo
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