"XBatut, bu!"Paiikare octanoBun Kupabu, Korpa TOT yxke 3aMaxHycs Ha Catopy."IIycTs 9Ta 6uTBa
3aKOHUYUTCA 37ecCh. A Bhmnadyy KoHoxe KOMITeHCcal1oo, KOTOPYIO OHA 3acilyXkuBaeT". Palikare, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, II0oLIeJ Ha KoMIpoMucc. OH noHuMa, 4To CaTopy He KUCIO0JIb30Bajl BCIO CBOIO CUILY,
10 KpalHeX Mepe, He TO yXKacawlllee HUHA3IOIY T'PaBUTAIMU, C KOTOPEIM OH BCTPETHUJICS B IIPOIIIIOM
6o10. M ecnu HeT ciocoba pa3pyLIUTh IIpefesl HacleqCTBeHHOW KPOBU IIPOTHBHUKA, TO JIIOObIE aTaKu
OynmyT 6ecnione3nsl."[IpaBunbHO. Pa3Be He nyutie Ob1I0 OB CHeNaTh 3TO paHbIle, Palikare?"YXMbIKa
pacuBena Ha nune Catopy. Ecnu Obl OH yMesn MeHATh Iulla, To OblT OBl HACTOSIIUM MacTepoM. Tenephb
k CaTopy B [lepeBHe O0/1aKOB OTHOCUJIACH KaK K 60Ty uyMbl. CKOpo GyfeT BhiljlaueHa KOMIIEHCAIHS,
CJIOBHO OHM CIeuIaT u30aBUTHCS OT HET0 IIocKopee. bo¥ MUk yCUIuI ux BHYTPEHHUN CTpax mepeq
Caropy. YBuneB cynb0y Paiikare, oHu 60sbllle He CMeid aTakoBaTh ero."bpar, Csgo0a cka3zai, 4To
3TOT MapeHb 0YeHb OMaceH", - C MpayHHIM BhIpaXkKeHHNeM Julla cka3an Kupabu Palikare mocie Toro,
kak Catopy nokunyn [epesHio O0n1akoB, 3a6paB ¢ co6oi KoMeHcauuo. Kupabu oToIIes oT CBOero
00BIYHOT0 Becesioro oopa3a. BrITh Ha3BaHHBIM OTIACHBIM CYLIECTBOM XBOCTATHIM 3BEPEM - 3TO He
IIPOCTO Tak."{ 3Ha0, YTO y 3TOr0 ITapHS €CTh IIpefell HacleACTBEHHOU KPOBY, KOTOPHIM U30JIUPYET
Bce aTaku. Ecnu HeT crocoba pa3pyIIuTh 3TOT IIPefes, To OH Bcerga Oyner
HenobemuM.""CriocoOHOCTb 6710KMPOBATh BCe aTaku? He 3Ha10, CMOXKeT nu fIMa XBOCTATOTO 3Bepst
IIPOpBaThLCSI CKBO3b Hee", - oTBeTun Paiikare."He 3Hal0, HO THl MOXKeIIb TOMIPOOOBATh B CIIEAYIOMINAN
pas, Korga npefacTaBUTCS mmaHC".Palikare, MOXHO CKa3aTh, HeHaBuAesn CaTtopy 4o IIyOMHBL OyIIN.
Caropy He TonbKO 3abpasn komneHcanuio KoHOXY, HO ¥ 3aCTaBUII €T0 MOTEPSATH JIUIO Mepey] HUHA3S
13 CBOEeY mepeBHH."X0poIIo, KOTfa MpeicTaBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTS, 51 00513aTEIbHO ITOAapI0 eMy
TUTAHTCKYI0 fAmmMy xBocTaToro 3Beps."CaTopy He 3Ha, 4To OpaT Palikare Haleauauch Ha
Hero."[TounuTe KOro-HuOyab, 4TOOH BEICTABUJIM Harpajy 3a Hero Ha YyepHoM phiHKe. Crenalite ee 50
MUJITMOHOB PANOB", - mpuka3an Patikare."[la, Palikare-cama."Hunna3s us [lepeBau O061aKkoB
HeMe[JIEHHO 3acyeTuuch.OHU TaKKe pPaclpoCTPaHUIM CITyX 0 TOM, 4YTo CaTopy mepeBo3UT ¢ Co0oi
OTPOMHO€ KOJIMYeCTBO IpunacoB. OHU HYU 3a 4YTO He II03BOJIAT €My TaK JIETKO JOCTaBUTh UX B
Konoxy.CaTopy He n1ofo3peBall, UYTO 3a Hero Ha3HauyuJjId Harpagy Ha yepHoM peiHKe.He crelna,
CaTopy HecnelHO HalpaBuJjCsd B fepeBHIO. Ha gecsaTwiil meHs oH poctur Ctpansl TaH."CTpaHa TaH,
3[eCh THl MOXKEIIb XOPOLIEHbKO OTAOXHYTH", - cKa3an Catopy.OH yxke faBHO npoxuBai B CTpaHe
TaH, HO Tak ¥ He HallleJ BO3MOXKHOCTH ONP060BaTh MECTHYIO Ky/IbTYPY FOPSIYUX UCTOYHUKOB.
Teneps OH HU 3a 4YTO He YIYCTUT 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.Halifsg KpynHenmui uCTOYHUK, CaTtopy 3alesn
BHYTPb. YyBCTBYSI, KaK ropsidasi BOfa OMBIBAET €T0 TeJI0, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HeObIBAIIBIN
KoMdopT."Xopoio..."CaTopy NPUCIOHUICI K KaMHIO, Hac/laXaasiCh 9TUM PeIKUM MIHOBeHHEM."YX
THI, Kakas oHa Oomblinas!Bay, kakas oHa Genas!Bay, kakas oHa Kpyrias!"BHe3anHo pasgancs
HETIPUCTOMHEBIN I010C.CaTopy CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAJICA U YBUAET Ha BePIIXHE CKaJIbl IOLIIOT0 MyKUUHY
¢ GesbIMM BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPBIN MPUKKUMAJ K T7la3aM IIOA30PHYI0 TPyOy U cMOTpen Baank.CaTopy
cpasy y3Has ero. HUKTO, KpoMe 3TOr0 U3BpalleHlla, He CMOT OB COTBOPUTH Oof00HOoe.IToToM y Hero
BO3HMKJIa 3a0aBHa MBICIIb, ¥ Ha rybax mosiBUiiach yiaeiOka. 'Ha ckane B MyxKCKoii 6aHe eCTh
u3BpatieHely!"CaTopy ©U3MEeHUJI CBOU I'0JIOC, 3aKpUYaB IIPOH3UTEIbHEIM KEHCKHUM I'0JI0COM. ITO
Cpa3y IIPUBJIEKJIO0 BHUMaHVe BCeX [JeBYIIEK Ha APYro¥ CTOPOHE CKasbl.W BIpaBay, OHU YBULEIU
MYXK4UHY C OeJIbLIMU BOJIOCAMHU, U3 HOCa KOTOPOTO TeKJjla KPOBb, KOTOPHIM CMOTPEIT Ha HUX B
TI0J30PHYI0 TPYOy.MTHOBEHHO C APYTOM CTOPOHHI IIOJIETEN BCE, YTO MOTJIO CITyXKUTh OPYKUEM:
MELJIO, TIOJIOTEHIIa, BaHHAs, a CaTopy Jaxe yBUOEN JIeTALINM KaMeHb."He MoXKeT ObITh, HEYXKeu
NEBYLIKY HAIPOTUB IIPOCTOIIOOUHKU?"CaToOPy SICHO BUMETI, UTO Y 9TUX JEBYIIEK HET HU KallJIl YaKpPEI
(9TO 1M1 He TOACKA3Ka?), HO OHU YMYAPSJIUCh ABUTaTh KaMHU. VX CUJla IBHO HE CTOUT
HeqooIleHnBaTh.Cpa3y xKe U3 MyKCKOM OaHU MOCIIBIIIANNCh CBUHSIYbY BU3TU. MHOXKECTBO HEBUHHEBIX
miomed mocTpanasno.CaTopy perw 60Jble He KynaThes."Ji, MapeHekK, 9T0 Thl Kpuyain?" [Ixxupais
OSIBUJICS pAfoM ¢ CaTopy, IBHO pa3rHeBaHHEIN. "[IoueMy s CIIBIILY TO, YTO TOBOPUT [IKUpaus-
cama?""Tsl MeHs 3Haemb? O, s BcnoMmHuI. Thl 6paT Kakammy. XBaTUT I0IUTh. ITO TH. Kakalm yxe
pacckasaj HaM 0 TBOEM CKBepPHOM xapakTepe. KTo ke, kpoMe Tebs1, Mor OBl coenaTh Takoe?""A 'y
[xkupans-caMa eCThb foKa3aTenbcTBa?""[JokasaTenscTBa? 4, [Ixxupaiis, Mynpen JIaryiuex,
HYXK[al0Ch B JOKa3aTebCTBaX, YTOOH y3HaATh TeOg? KcTaTu, 4TO TH fefaelrs 3uech, B CTpane Tau?



Heyxenu 1o ToXKe cobrpaelrs MaTepuansl?" [[Kupaiis cipocun ¢ mobonsiTcTBoM."HeT, s mpocTo
IIPOe3[0M, 3aBePIINJI MUCCHUIO U OKa3acs 37ech. M TyT g ciy4auiHO BCTpeTun [xkupaisi-caMa. Ho He
OXKuMaj, 9YTO OH OymeT 3aHUMAThCS TAKUMHU TIOIUIHIMYU [eJlaMU, Kak MoArsgabrBanue." Kak MoxKHO
Ha3BaTh 3TO IMOATIISIALIBAaHUEM? DTO Ha3bIBaeTCs cOOp MaTtepranoB. YToOH cO3MaTh IeaeBp CBOEH
MEUTHI, 3TO He00X0mUMBIH Imar." [[;Kupais cKa3all C HEKMM BOOAYIIEeBJIeHNEM, OYATO IeaeT YTo-TO
BeJINKOe U HeBeposiTHOe.[IoToM B ero pyke KakuM-To 06pa3oM mosiBuiIach KHura, 1 CaTopy cpasy xe
y3HaJl cioBa Ha o0moxKe: "MHTUMHas m060Bb B pato. YacTts 1"."Hy Kak, xouels monto60BaThCS
MouM IrremeBpoM?" [IKupaiis moMaxasl KHUTo nepeq nuiioM CaTtopy, OyoTo XOTs yBiIeYb ero."3abyms,
s He UHTepecyloch Nogo0HbIME KHUTaMu.""Hy u nagHo."Boogyiiesnenue [IxKupaiu MIrHOBEHHO
yracno."Tsl mpocTo HeBexkpa. Tebe Obl 3HATH, YTO TBOM OpaT OUEeHB JTIOOUT MOM KHUTH. A
orpaHMYeHHOe W3[aHue, HalMCcaHHOe JINYHO MHOM, TBOM OpaT KyINJI 110 BEICOKOH IieHe.""Kakaru
celyac yuTaeT BOT Takue KHUTK?"CaTopy Obin B moke. OH He oXufasi, 4To Kakamm Tak
oTopBasicsd."Kak MOXKXHO Ha3BaTh TakKhe KHUTU? Thl MapeHb HeJOraf/IMBbII. DTO Ha3bIBAETCS
UCKyCCTBO."[I2KKUpaiisi cKa3asl B3BOJTHOBAHHO, OyATO cioBa CaTOpPy OCKBEPHUIIH €TI0
TBOPUeCTBO."JIagHo, TafiHO, 3TO UCKycCcTBO. Ecmu On LlyHane-cama y3Hana, 4To [Kupais-cama
UCIIO/Ibh3YeT TaKue MaTepHrabl, eMy Obl IPUIIIOCh 06CyKaaTh UCKycCTBO ¢ borom CMepTu.""ThI
peanbHO HepoTemna. f xoTen Tebe 4TO-TO MOACKa3aTh, HO BUAUMO, 3a0yny."CkasaB 3To, [IKupaiis
OTBEPHYJICS, HO KpaeM ria3a cMoTpen Ha CaTtopy.OH 3HaJI, KAKOBO 3TO - KOrfa Te0s mepebuBamT Ha
II0JTyCJIOBE, II03TOMY 4yBCTBOBaJI, 4T0 CaTOpPy B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YCTYIUT U AACT €My JOTOBOPHUTE.
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