'nmaBa 4"IIpuBeT, pebsTa. Brl Bemb He OBIIM OTIMYHUKAMU Ha BHITYCKHOM, ma? Baimm omeHKY OBLIN He
oueHb? MHe KaxKeTCs, OHH OBITM HEJOCTATOYHO XOPOLIX. B oTuYMe 0T MeHs, KOTOPHIX ellle He ObLT
paboM OIIeHOK, BaM ITPUXOOUTCS IOIIU3LIBATLCS K IMpodeccopaM, MpaBuibHO? "HeTBepKa I'TaBHBIX
repoes, BepHee, YeTripe HebecHrix 1lapsi, oTBepruyThIX CeNieHoM, CUieNId HallPOTUB MEHS,
noTtarusas kode.... Ho momoxpute. Heyxkenu ogquH u3 Bac He JOIXKEH CUETh PIAoM co MHOU?Ecnn
BCe YeTBepPO CUIAT TaM, JUHaMUKa CTaHeT HEOUYEeBUOHOM, TYIULEL.OTO He Urpa "deThIpe IIPOTUB
opmHOro0", u g He repouHs.TonbKo motoMy, 4To CeleHa TOBOPUT, UTO B, pPe0sATa, KaK ee MafIIue
OpaThsi, He 3HAUUT, 4TO 3TO cobecemoBanue OynyIel HeBecTKu!"[laBHO He Bumenuch, Kapmn.""Ia,
mpoIIo MHOTo BpeMenu. O, a Kak MHe TeOs Ha3klBaTh, "cTapmuii'?""HeBaxHo. HoMep 3auuncieHus
BaxKHee OLIeHKU.""Pa3Be OLleHKa He BaxXHee?""JTo HOMep 3a4uciieHus, uguot."" " nymaro, 4To
OLleHKa BaxHee.""IT0o HOMep 3a4yucieHus.""..." 9T UANOTEL, [TI0YeMy OHU JOIKHEI CULETh CIIePeny U
IIENTaThCS APYT C ApyroM? M Korga Bce YETBEPO [IeNal0T 3TO, YYBCTBYeIIL cebst Kak Llepoep,
KPUTHKYIOIUMA camoro cebs.A, y Liep6epa Tpu ronossl. [laBaiiTe Ha3oBeM ero ['uapoi Torma."KcTaTy,
Kapn."llynudeH, KOTOPHIM HAaCTOSI Ha TOM, UYTO HOMeP 3a4uCIeHus BaxkHee, cMeHun Temy."He xoou
BOKDYT fia 0K0Ji0. [ToueMy HOMep 3auncieHus BaxHee oneHKH, [llynuden?"Bunbsrensm, KOTOPH BCe
elfe He OblnT yOoexneH aprymentamu lllynmudena.OH npoponxkan 6ontaTs 6€3 YMONKY, fAelas
HEBO3MOXKHBIM ITPOJIOJIKEeHUe pa3roBopa.TemM BpeMeHeM AeKCaH[p, TalHO IMOAAEePKHABAIOIINN
lynudena, TpeanomokKuil, 4To, BO3MOKHO, OIleHKa HOJIXKHa OhITh BakHee.OqHAKO, YTO
uHTepecHo.Jaxe MoaxuM, 0ORIYHO TaKOW OTCTPAHEHHBIH, BMEIaCs.d X049y CIIPOCUTE aBTOPa,
[I0YeMy UMEHHO 3TU IPUAYPKHU CTau IJIaBHEIMU reposiMu poMaHa?... Ax, na. [Ipasumnbso. [ToTomy
YTO Y HUX KpacUBHIe JUIla, He Tak nu? [a, s moHuMawo. CrpasennuBo.Ho 6b110 OBl Myylie, eciy OB UX
yMBI OBLIM TaKMMU Ke IIPUBJIeKaTeIbHEIMU, KakK uX Julla."Pe0siTa, MoXKeM JI MBI OBICTPO IIEPEUTH K
cytu?"He B cunax Oonblile TepreTh, oaxuM, HaKOHEL, BMEIIAJICS, CIEPXKUBAs OCTAIbHBIX I'0JIOB
['upaphl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO MeyYTal cTaTh cygbe.Cracubo, Moaxum. Th Bce ellle caMas I0oje3Hast
romnosa...!"M3Bunu, Kapn. Mbl HeMHOr0 yBiIekIuch."" ' moHuMat. Tak mouyeMy cTapiunue, KOTOphle Tak
IIEHSIT BpeMs, IepKaT B 3aJI0KHUKaX IIePBOKYPCHUKA, TaKOTro Kak s?"VM morpeboBanoch Bcero 10
MUHYT, YTOOB HAKOHEI paccka3aTh MHe, 3aUueM OHU cxBaTuiu MeHs."Hy, Buguis nu...""[Jeno B
toM...""Hy, Tl 3Haems Ceneny.""310 3axBaTeiBatouie.""..."I BOT OHU CHOBA, KaXKObIil U3 HUX
TapaTopuT 0e3 yMoJKy. Brl mericTButensHO ['uppa?"UYept mobepu, pa3Be MBI HE MOXKEM, YTOOH OOUH
YyeJI0BEeK I'OBOPUII KaK IIPeCTaBUTeNb, He mepebuBas apyr apyra?"'IIpoknsaTee, aTu pedsTa. Kak
TOJIbKO TIOSIBJISIETCS UAes BLIOPATh IIPECTAaBUTENIS, OHYM CPa3y XKe HaYMHAI0T CMOTPEeTh APYT Ha
IpyTa, IEITasiCh mepeurpaTh.boprba 3a rocoACcTBO MEXIY YETHIPbMS I'ojloBaMu, OT 1 10 4, BOT-BOT
HayHeTcs! { momxeH ocTaHOBUTE X! EC/U g 03BOJII0 UM IIPOA0JIKATH, 1 TOYHO 3aCTPSAHY 3[EChH elle
Ha yac!"llynmuden."ql ykassBao Ha T0J0By HOMep oguH. HeT HUKakoU Apyroi npuduHsl. OH IPOCTO
creBa oT MeHs."Tsl TOBOPH. [lepxuck KpaTtko. Kopoue u sicHee.""Hy, Kak ¥ 0KUOAI0Ch OT Y€JIOBEKA,
KOTOPBIY OBUT B apMuH.""3aueM Thl YIIOMUHaelb apMuto... [logoxxau MuHyTy. Kak TH y3Ha, 4TO 5
Obl1 B apmuu?""{ Bumen HHCTPYKTOpa 110 Iopore Ciofia TOJIBKO 4To. B mo6oM ciydae, 04eHb I10-
BoeHHOMY OT Te0si. Kopoue u sicHee. O4eHb XopoiIui HacTpou. Kak mpaBuio, MyKYKUHBI CTPEMSTCS K
MaKCUMaJIbHOU IIPOCTOTE B CII0KHOCTHU...""[locTaTouyHO. Bunsrensm. Tl roBopu. '['010Ba HOMED OOUH,
KOTOpas mpofoikana qo6aBasaTh 00bsICHEHUS, BHIIIUIA. Temeps rojioBa HOMED ABa. TBOst ouepens! Tem
BpeMeHeM, BumbrenbM, Ka3anoch, XOTesI, YTOOBI er0 BEIBEJIH, fazXKe Kalllisiy, YToOs 0TBIeYsCs."HTax,
MBI IeJlaeM 3TO, IIOTOMY UTO CYuTaeM Tebs 3axBaThIBalOIIKM.""3axBaTeiBalomuM?" "To, 4TO ThI OBIT
oTBepruyT CeJieHOil 1 BCe ellle CIIOKOMHO 00Iaembes ¢ Heil."9To mocneqHee 3aMedaHue
IEeNCTBUTEILHO CUJIBHO yaapuio. He 6b110 661 caM0000POHOM, eciu OBl 51 3aCTPENUTT UX 30eCh? 3aueM
YIIOMUHATh UM 3TOM [EBYIIKYU B TaKoe BpeMs? Brl, mpuaypku!"Mul gaxke He MOMPUBETCTBOBAIU
Ceneny kaxk cienyet.""A?""Eciu oHa yBUOUT HaC U3ajleKa, OHa Cpa3y Xe II0BEPHeTC U
y6exurt.""A?""HecMOTpst Ha TO, UTO IIPOIIIO MTOYTH ABa I'ofla C MOMEHTA 0TKa3a... DTO BLHI3EIBAET
KOILIMapkl TOro BpeMeHu.""YepT.""Ho cerogHs MBI CTy4ailHO YBUOENH, KaK Thl 04eHb KOMGOPTHO
cebs gyBcTByelIb ¢ CeneHou.""BoT moueMy HaM J1060IBITHO. BOT YTO MBI XOTMM CIIPOCUTH. Kak 3TO
BO3MOXKHO?"MHe, KaXeTcs, CTalo MOHATHO, moueMy CesieHa Bce ellle OguHOKa.Tak He JOJIKHO OBII0
OpITh. HeCMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO UX OTBEPTJIM, 9TU ITapHU, KOTOPHIE MOMKHEI OBIIM OepXKaThCsa 3a Hee Kak



3a KJlel, TPSICIUCh KaK MCIyTaHHbIE [IeHKU. HeyauBUTENbHO, YTO, XOTS BHIIIYCKHOU YK€ Ha HOCY,
OHM BefdyT cebs Kak Oe3menbHUKY. I TOHSATHUS He UMeI0, T'Ie, KaK WM II0YeMy BCe TOLII0 He Tak, HO
3TO He Moe fies10. TOIbKO II0OTOMY, UTO 5 HIHYY 3THUX pebsT ¢ rpy00BaTHIMK Pa3roOBOpPaMU, He 3HAYUT,
YTO Moe Oymylilee U3MEHUTCS.OTO He UCTOPHS O BIIafieHUU. ITO UCTOPHUS O peMHKapHauuu. Ecnu g
IEeNCTBUTEILHO KOIHY I'1y0xkKe, s1 §o0aBIio Bellld, KOTOPhe TIOMHIO U3 CBOEH IPOIIIOoN Xu3Huu."MTax,
BOT II0YEMY 3TO 3axBaThkIBalolle. BOoT moueMy HaM JTI000IBITHO, 1 MBI ieJIa€M 3TO
ceruac.""a.""Touyno.""Ja.""MmeHnHO Tak.""Pacckaxu HaM."I'ugpa. Ecnu g nTu4HO yKaxy Ha OOHY
TOJIOBY U CIIPOIIY, MOXKET JIU XOTsI OBl OfTHA M3 BAC OTBETUTL? Y MeHS yKe Toj0Ba OOIHT.
[Toxanyiicta, YeTsipe HebecHrix Llapsi. He MoxeTe i Bb moguuHUTLCS? " JlagHo. Xopoito. A
pacckaxy Tebe. [0TOBbCS 3amuckiBaTh."JIF000IHITHO? 3axBaThiBaoile? Xo0TuTe 3HaTh? A? Brl Tak
XOTHUTE 3HaTh, YTO MOXKETe COUTHU ¢ ymMa?Torma 51 pacckaxy Tebe. Ecnu rinaBHble Tepou JTI00O0MBITHE,
KaKas CHJa y JOIOJIHUTEIHLHOTO IepCoHaxa, a?"3anumuck B apmuio.""... A?"YepT nobepu, atu
pebsiTa. CIIOBHO Y HMX ¥ BCeX OJUHAKOBAS peakIys Ha Bce."3anulmch B apMuio. Pa3 yx TH Bce
PaBHO coOUpaelbCs 3TO CAeNaTh, Iy4dllle 3aKucaThCsl, Kak U 5. ECNu T CKaxelllb: "4 X0uy CIyXKUThb
BMeCTe C TPY[IO0/TI00MBLHIME COJIaTaMu BO cllaBy MMmepuu!", oHU C paioCThI0 3anuiIyT Te0s
oduriepom. Tebe He 0 yeM 6ecrtOKOUThCA.""YMM..." " 3anumuce..." " 31o..."d oxumasn, 4To OHU
3aMaHuKyIT U CKaxyT: "O HeT, HU 3a 4To, He 4! ['me g Mory Kynuth HapKoTuKu?"Ho, BUOs, Kak OHU
CepPhE3HO PA3MBIIITISIOT, TOX0XKE, IIIOK OT 0TKa3a O IOBOILHO 3HAYUTENbHEIM.C 3TOM TOYKHU
3pPEeHusi, MOXKeT OBbITh, TOHSITHO, TOYEMY 5 3aIKCAJICS B apMUIO B ImpotoM... Het, momoxaute. Kak
OBl THL HX CMOTPEJT Ha 9TO, 3TO IIPOCTO He MOXKET ObITh MPaBAoM. Briyio OB HETPaBUIILHO, €CJTU OBl 3TO
ovl10 Tak."q pacckasan Tebe TO, UTO ThI XOTEJ 3HaTh. Mory nu s Teneps yutu?""... Kapn."Cpegu
BCe00I1Iero OILIeIOMIEHHOTO MOJTYaHuUs, TOJI0Ba HOMED TPH, AlleKcaHOp, OOHSI ronoBy.Heyxemnu oH
BHIIIIENT U3 COCTOSTHUS IIEPBOTO, KTO IIPU3HAJCS B JTI00BU? "OTO IEeNCTBUTENIHLHO 3aCTaBIsIeT Te0s
yyBCTBOBaTh ce0s1 nmyure?""Ilo KpaiiHel Mepe, 3TO TOMOrJIo MHe."He3aBucumMo oT TOTOo, OBIIIO U 3TO
13-3a 3alIMCH B apMUIO, IIPEOMIOIEHUS TPYOHOCTEN UITH, MOXKET ObITh, U3-3a BOCTIOMUHAHUM O
IIPOLJION KU3HU U YYBCTBaA Pa3MBITOCTHU U3-3a 3Toro.Huyero He sicCHO.YeCTHO roBops, {1 Jaxe He
3Ha10.0nHOo gcHO:TONIBbKO 3amucaThCs B apMUI0 OBIIO CITUIIIKOM HeCIIpaBe[InBo.f mopydaio BaM BCeM
00s13aHHOCTD 3alluIaTh Haluw... Moute! CtanbTe maTpuotamu!"Hapmetoch, He Bcepbe3."B To BpeMs s
aToro He 3HaJ, HO YeTwipe HebecHuix Llapsi, BeposiTHO, Oy OoJiee palliOHaNbHEL, YeM 5. [Ipoiio
yxe 0oJlee IBYX JIET, UM, [T0 KpaliHei Mepe, Oojee MOyrofa, C TeX MOP KaK MX OTBEPIJIH, TaK YTO
OHM [IOJTXKHBI OBIJIM K 9TOMY BPpEMeHU ONPaBUTLCS.EC/y TOJIBKO OHU He COBCEM CyMacIlIefilline, OHU He
CHemnalT HUYero momoO6HOr0 TOMY, UTO cAesan 1.+ "Bl cibliany HOBOCTU? BHe3am b yX0/
Mlynudena.""T'oBopat, Bunbrensm Toxke oTcyTcTBYeT?""Anekcanap u Moaxum toxe!""Vx He BUmenu
B aKaJleMHu C BuepalHero gHs!"... Heyxkenu aTu 6e3yMIlEl Ha caMOM fiejie COOMPAalOTCs 3alucaThCs B
apmu?***[Cenena?]"Bbpat."[UTo cyuniocs, BHe3amHO 3BOHUINE, KaK HU B 4eM He ObIBaso.]"Y MeHs
IIOSIBUJICS BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIA MeHS UHTepecyeT."Brlji0 HeMHOI0 HE0KUAAHHO IIOAHUMATh BOIIPOCH!
IIOCJIe TAaKOT0 JONroro mepepsiBa.OgHako CefleHa Tak CHeIlnsIa, YTO e HUYero He 0CTaBalloch, Kak
IIPOJOJIKUTE pa3roBop."bpar. Tl 3Haelns, Obiyia BoiiHa ¢ JIy3epHoM. Tkl ToXKe OB TaM, BEpHO?"|...
Ha.]"Tsl MOXKelIb paccKa3aTh MHe NonofpobHee 06 3TOM, IIOTOMY 4TO, 3-3, ONWH U3 MOUX
OJIHOKJIACCHUKOB, KOTOPHIM BEPHYJICS B 3TOT Pa3, MOX0XK Ha TeOs, U 51 myMalo, MHe HYKHO HEMHOTO
y3HATh 0 HEM, YTOOHI TOTOBOPUTE C HUM."MTrHOBeHHUE KOJIeOaHuM C APYroi CTOPOHE MAaruyeckoro
yCTPOMCTBa CBSI3u.Bo3BpalaThCs K HEIPUATHEIM, HexKellaTeIbHbIM KOIlIMapaM Bcerpa 60mbH0.Kak
pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Korga CesneHa coOupaach cka3aTh: "Te0e He 06s13aTEIbHO pacCKa3kiBaTh, €CIIU
THI He Xo4elllb."[{ He 3HaI0 HUYEro APYyroro, HO 3Ty UCTOPHUIO g pacckaxy Tebe, CeneHa. B pa3rap
BOMHEI Halll OTPSL ObLI MPaKTUYECKU OKPYXkKEeH U CTONKHYJICA ¢ Tubenbio. [Toutu 300 conpmaT
Vmnepun enBa He moru0iy, maxe He BCTYIUB B HacTosmi 60i.]"..."[Ho ObIu 1 Te, KTO MpopBasics
yepe3 OKpyKeHue. BT Apyroit oTPsi, MOX0XKUHM Ha HAIll, KOTOPBINA OBIJT OKPYXKEH, U OIUH YeJI0BeK
OB TI0JIOH pemKMOCTH cracTy ux.]"HeBepositHo!"[Korma Mep3asifsl u3 JIly3epHa IOHSIH, YTO UX
IIPOPBaJIM, OHU TOHSJIM, YTO IPSAeT KPyIIHOe KOHTPHACTYIIJIeHNe, U ORICTPO MpopBanuch. COTHU
TOBapwuiney ObITK criacedhl. Y guButenbHo. OcoOeHHO, KOTa CIIBIIIHIINE 9TO HETIOCPENCTBEHHO OT
YeJI0BeKa, y4aCTBOBABIIETO B 3TUX COOBITUSAX, 3TO HEBEPOSTHO. ITO Uymo."TH ClIy4allHO 3Ha€lllb, KTO



3TOT YenoBek?"[4 He 3Hal0. [lake ero UMeHM, HU Jaxe ero BHEIIHOCTHU. Bce OBINTY MOKPHITH I'PS3EIO,
yTOOBI y3HATH KOT0-1100.]CIT0BHO BCTIOMUHAS TOT MOMEHT, TJla3a BLIXKUBIIETO CIIeTKa
3aTyMaHWIKCK.[... A. BepHo. 4 3Hato ogHy Bellb. OH ObT comaToOM. I'epoii, KOTOPHIi CIIac COTHH,
OBLIT IPOCTO PSIOOBHIM coNigaToM.]IlogyMaTh TOJIBKO, UTO COJIAAT CIlaC TaK MHOTO JIIOHEH.
IelicTBUTEIHFHO HEOORKHOBEHHIHM YeoBeK.C yuyeToM aToro, CeneHa peluia CIpoCUTh 00 3TOM
Kapra no3sxe. I3 4yBcTBa 003aHHOCTU CONMU3UTLCS C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIM 3allKicaCs B apMHUIO U3-
3a Hee.
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