“[IpomaeMcs," - Ipou3Hec KTO-TO, U BCe, CKJIOHUBIIUCE B IIOKJIOHE, TIOKUHYNH 3ai1. Ha ynuie nuiia
mofen cusiny yineiOkaMu. He 3aepKuBasiCh, OHY B3MBIIN BBBICH, TPEBPATHUBIINCH B PAAyTy, U
pacTBopuiuCch B HeOe. TallHast 00UTENb He TEPIUT HeOpexkHOCTH. Kaxkmol ceMbe IPenCcTosiio
BEPHYTLCS, TIIATEILHO MTOATOTOBUTLCS ¥ BEIOPATh MOAXOASAIINX OeTel [ y4acTus B
ucnbiTanuu.Korma Cs YaHMUH yKe coOMpascs YXOOUTh, ero OCTAaHOBUJI 3HAKOMBIN roJioc:"MacTtep
Cs, ocTtanbTeCh, TOXKanykcTa."OH 006epHYyJCcd U yBumen neper coboii F0s YxkoyTAHSA, KOMaHIYOLIETO
MMIIEPATOPCKOM TBapAuen, KOTOPHIM IpuBe ero ciofa."deMm o0s3aH BaM, KoMaHOyoomui K03?" -
crpocun Cst Yaumun. K03 YxkoyTsHb rmy0oKo moknoHuscs:"Ee BenuuecTBo xkemaeT ¢ BaMu
nobecenoBaTs."Csa YaumuH u Cy KOanu nepernsuynuck, u Cy KO3mu, mouyBCTBOBaB HelagHOe,
npousHecna:"'Mmneparpuua xkaeT Bac cHapyxu."Ensa Cy FOanu 3akoHuuma, K03 YxoyTsaab
nobaBun:"Tlonarato, aTa ocoba - umMnepaTpulia feMoHoB?""Ee BennuecTBo TakxKe XKejlaeT BUOETh
Bac, mpomty, cienyurte 3a MHON.""U mensa?" - Cy FOanu Ovina o3agadeHa.[luHacTHs, TpaHUYaias ¢
IeMOHaMH, Bejla HOJTYI0 U KPOBOIPOJIUTHYIO BOMHY, ¥ 0OMOBI HAKAIIMBAIKUCh rofgamMu. Hu o yuem
1ogo6HOM He MOrJo OhITh ¥ peun. [ToueMy uMIepaTop 4eI0BeYeCcKOoro Mupa BeI3bBaeT ee?C
TpeBorou u onackoi B cepaie, Cy FOanu nmocnenosana 3a Csi YaHMUHOM B I'TyO0KHE ITOKOU
uMIepaTopa."Baie BenuuecTBo, s npusen ux," - gomoxun K03 YxKoyTsaHb, ocTaBasich y
nBepeil."BoiiuTe," - pa3gancd U3 KOMHATH IIyOOKUYM U BJIACTHBIN I'0JI0C, HE ITOX0XKUM Ha TOT, YTO
3By4an B 3aje."HeyxXemu 3TOT CTapuK OeMCTBUTEIBLHO 00JIEH UM IPUTBOPSeTCA?" - MelbKHYyNIa y Ca
YaumuHa Mbicib. KOs YKoy TsHE OTBOPUI ABepH, U, Koraa Csa YanMuH 1 Cy O3y Bouu, oH
3axJIOIHYJI UX 3a co00ii U, ep:Ka KOollbe HaroTOBe, 3aHSJI IIOCT V BXOfa. B HOC ymapui pe3kut,
IPOTUBHEBIY 3amax jnekapcTs.Cy K)anu, ocTpo pearupyiomas Ha 3amnaxu, cierka moMopligusia Hoc.
[TomuMoO 3amaxa JIeKapCTB, OHA yJIOBUJIa €[iBa YJIOBUMYIO HOTKY TieHa.Yxkoy TalaHb nexan Ha
OWBaHe, ero JbIxaHue OBbIIO CJ1abbIM, HO POBHBEIM, LIBET JIMIA HEMHOT'O YIYUIIUJICS 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C
TeM, KaK OH BHITIAAeN B 3ane. OH NONYNIPUKPLLI I'a3a u nocMoTpen Ha Ca YanmuHa u Cy
HOsnu.Mornomoit YenoBeK CUfell y U3T0JI0Bbs KPOBATH U 3a00T/IMBO yXaKMUBaJl 3a UMIIEPATOPOM.
Yxoy Tantanp, onupasiCh Ha IOHOTO CIIYTy, IPUIIONHSJICS U IIPUCIIOHUJICA K U3r0JI0BBI0. Ero B3risn
MefeHHo mepemectuiics Ha Cy KOamu, u oH npousHec ¢ ogoOpeHueM:"3Ta 0cob6a, TOMKHO OHITH,
yMIepaTpulia [eMoHoB?""C/bIIaTh - He 3HAa4YUT BUMETh, BUIETh - He 3HAUUT BepUTh. BcTpeyats -
Kyna nyuire."Cy FOanu yousunacs, uto Yxkoy TaliaHb BEIpa3us ei cBoe omoOpeHue. MiMmnepaTop
MaxHYJl pyKOH, npefjaras uM nogout. KOHBIM ciyra HEMHOTO OTOOBUHYICS, U Ca YaHMUH, gepxKa
Cy KOamu 3a pyKy, mogoiesn K KpoBaTu.X0Ts ria3a Yxkoy TaiiaHs ObUIM CTAphIMU, B HUX €11[e
TEIJIUJICA OTOHEK, U OHU He OTPHIBasACh nepeMernanuch Mmexny Ca Yaumuuom u Cy KOanu.YBupes,
KaK OHHU [epzKaTCs 3a PYKH, CIIOBHO Hepas3Ny4Hble JTo0uMele, Yxkoy TailaHb HEBOJIBHO
3acMmesnics."Xa-xa-xa... Kalleab-Kallle/lb-Kallesnb... Xu-xu..."Csa YaumuH u Cy KOsy nepernsHyiucs,
He nmoHUMasA.OH CMessICs Tak, YTO 3aKallsaics. Heyxenu oH ymMupaeT OT cMexa? He cTaHeT i OH
BEYHBIM I'PEIIHUKOM?YOUTEL CTApOT0 UMIIepaTOpa ONHUM CBOUM IOsiBeHneM? " "Baie BenmuuecTso,
YTOMOHUTECH, II0XKAaJIyUCTa..." - ¢ TpeBorou npousHec Csa YanmuH.FOHEIN clyra ToXKe IOIPOCUI C
6ecmokoricTBoM: "[lenyIKa, IepecTaHbTe CMESIThCS U JIATTe, OTHOXHUTE.""BCce B mopsioke, Bce B
TIOpPSIOKe, 5 IPOCTO cYacTiuB," - Yxkoy TaliaHb 0CTaHOBUII OBIJIO XOTEBIIETO TOMOYb €My IOHOIIY,
TIOBEPHYJICS U ¢ o0nerdyenueM yneiOHyncs Cst YauMmuny."He mymarn, 4To JOXKUBY OO TOTO OHS, KOrOa
YBUXKY, KaK YeJIOBEK U JEeMOH XKUBYT B MUpPe U 100BH...""CToUT XKuUTh, cTOUT! Xa-xa-xa!"B aToT
MoMeHT Ykoy TaltaHb CIIOBHO COPOCHIT OKOBBEI UMIIEPATOPCKOI0 CaHa M CMesyICs, KakK moOpHIi
cTtapuk.Ycneimas cinoBa Yxkoy Tanans, Cy FOanu Bcnomumna, uto Csi YaHMUH CHOBa AEPXKUT €€
PYKy.ITOT napeHb HU4Yero He yunutcs!Cy FOanu nmoneiTanack BEIpPBaThCs, HO C YaHMUH yCUIIUTT
3axBaT U He fan el yutu.Yronku ryo Cs YaHMUHa cerka IPUIONHSIINCDH, €70 BEIpaxKeHue ObII0
nostHo ropaoctu.Cy KOa/1u TobKO THEBHO IMTOCMOTPEIa Ha Hero, mepectaB 60poThesi. OHU AepKaluch
3a PYKU ¥ TaKOM COPEBHOBA/IMCh APYT C APYroM.JOTa ClieHa CHOBa 3acTaBuja Yxoy TakaHs
3acMmesdThcs."Ja...""Bpaku Mexmy 4el0BeKOM U JIeMOHOM HUKOTHa He OblK o 3Toro, ""Ecmu Ovl He
3TO TeJIo, s caM IIpuexas Obl K BaM ¥ I03[paBuil Okl Bac o0oux.""Baiie BemruecTBO, MBI PajIbl
YCTIBIIIATE O BallleM XXeJlaHuH, 9T0 yKe focTaTo4yHO."Cst YaHMUH 0TBeTuUII C yibl0OKou. Yxoy TaliaHb
cHOBa nnocMoTpen Ha Cg Yanmuna u Cy HOanu, a 3aTeM IOOHSAJ FOJI0BY U YCTPEMUJ B3TrJIA[ B



moTosIoK. OH CMOTpEI He Ha Y3KYI0 ¥ TEMHYIO KPHIIIY, a Ha CuHee U OeckpaliHee HEDO 3a CTeHaMU
[ioMa, Ha IPOLBETAIOLINN 1 MUPHBIM TAHBAY C MyCTHIMU YIIUIAM ¥ KUISIIUM XKU3HbIO PRIHKOM.BApyr
OH 3aroBOPHJI caM ¢ coboi: "MHOTHe TOBOPST, YTO 51 TPyC. [IeMOHH He pa3 Hamagalyd Ha TPaHUIlLI
HallluX 3eMeJlb, HO 1 He CMeJI OTBETUTh UM C IIOJIHOU CUJION. f TOJIBKO U YMEJI, YTO 3allUIIaTh OT
HamafeHu.""Mo ChIH, CTapIIXAi MPUHII, KOTHA-TO OOBUHUII MEHS B TPYCOCTU U HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTH
Iepen BceMU YNHOBHMKAMU U BOEHHBIMU...""Ha camoM [fiesie, Tak ¥ eCThb. I CTPEeMUIICS TOMBKO K
OJHOMY - 3aIUTUTh Hallly IPeKpPacHyIo 3eMJII0, YTOOH Hapo[ KUl U paboTas B MUpe, ¥ Bcex Oblsla
ela, B HAIIMX KPasxX I[apCTBOBAJI MUP, YTOOHI He ObII0 O0JIbIlle BOWH U PA3I0POB MEXIY JIIOObMHU 1
neMoHaMu...""OgHaxnbl He OymeT O6osbilie 6aphepoB MeXY JTIOObMU U IEMOHAMU, OHU ITPEBPATIT
Bpaxy B ApyxO0y, TOPTOBIIIO U IIpoI[BeTaHue..." "UTO BBl CKaxkeTe, UMIIepaTpulia IeMOHOB? "HxK0y
Tanans criokoitHo nocmoTpen Ha Cy F0anmu.Cy FOanu cTosna nevanbHas, ClI0Ba 3aCTPSIN B TOpIIE.
Ona xoTena OnpoBepruyTh YKoy TailaHs, HO He MOrJla I0YeMy-TO IIPOU3HECTU HU CHOBa. [IeMOHHI C
MaBHUX BPeMEeH HacJieJoBajid CBOU 3eMJu. VX 3eMIu OOIKUPHEL, HO PeCypcoB Majo. CUITbHbEIE
3axBaTHIBAIOT CJIA0BIX. TOIBKO CHUIbHBIE MOTYT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh BCe B Mupe. ECTeCTBEHHO, YTO
cnabble TTIOABEPralOTCs HallafeHusIM, TIogYuHeHunio 1 pabcTBy. Tak ObI10 Bo Bce BpeMeHa.Ho Te
IIpOoIBeTALIMe KapTUHE, KOTOPHIE OHA BUAENa U CJibllllana B TSHbAY BCE 3TO BpeMs, NEeHCTBUTEILHO
SBJIAICH TEM OYAYIIMM, B KOTOPOE OHA X0TeJla IIPeBpaTUThL AeMOHOB.Ecu Obl IeMOHBI OBIJIA TaK XKe
IIPOIBETAIOIIMMY U MUPHBIMHU, KaK TSIHBOY, V Hee Oblu OBl TaKue XKe MBICIH, KaK § KO0y
Tanans.[1oaTOMy ceiiuac OHa UCIIBITEIBa/Ia CUIbHEIYA KOH(INKT U HE MOTJIa 0TBedaTh: "Bamu crnosa...
4 obpymarto ux."Cy FOanu oTBeTuna cuycts ponroe Bpems.Uxoy Taitanb yneibHyCS c4acThio.CrioBa
Cy HOamnu 6s1nu moctaTouHbl.I'nsigs Ha Ca YauMmuHa u Cy FOamu, cTOSIUX psigoM, OH CJIOBHO YBU[EN
TOT TaPMOHUYHBIN MUD JIIOfiel U IEMOHOB, 0 KOTOPOM MeuTaJ B 6ynyiieM.X0Ts OH He MOT YBUIETh
€ro, OH TBEP[IO BEPUJI, YTO OH KOrAa-HUOyOb HAcTynuT."TIneMssHHUK YaHMUH, 51 OBITT B XOPOIIHNX
OTHOIIIEHUSIX C TBOUM OTIIOM. Mory i s Ha3biBaTh Te0s Tak?'"Yxkoy Tartanbs mocMmoTpen Ha Cs
YaumuHa u crnpocui."Koneuno.""Ho ecnu s 6yny mpomokaTh Ha3blBaTh Bac Baile BenmuyecTBo, 3T0
OymeT HEMHOT'0 HEJIOBKO, TI03TOMY IToYeMy Obl BaM He Ha3bIBaTh MEHS IPOCTO rocrmofut Yxkoy?"Cs
YaHMUH OTBETHUII C yNbIOKOI.OH HCKPEHHE BOCXUINAJICS U LIEHU 3TOT0 H0O6pOro 1 uaeanucTuieckoro
crapuka.Uxkoy TallaHb ToxkKe OBIJT 0UeHb paf YCJIbIATh 3T0.YIbI0Ka He CXOUIIa C ero JIhlla, ¥ OH He
OBLT TaK CYACTIUB y&Ke maBHO."AH HuH, ungu cioma."dxkoy TallaHb MaxXHYI PYKOH IOHOIIIE, CTOSIIEMY
psagoM.FOHoIa MeneHHo nogoien K Yxkoy TaraHwoo. Yxkoy TaraHb B35J1 €r0 3a PYKY ¥ CEPhE3HO
ckaszan Cs Yaumuny:"IIneMasuurK YaHMUH, ¥ MEeHST eCThb eJ0, KOTopoe 5 xo4uy Tebe moBeputTh!"
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