B rnyOunax MpauyHoro goma B J[lourMa-TayHe, TTie CONHIIe HE HaXOAunIo cebe MecTa, Iapul BEeUHBIN
MpaK, HapyIlaeMbli JIUIIL MepliaHueM OJIeqHBEIX cBedei. ITa aTMocdepa yxkaca U 6e3bICXOMHOCTH
HaBuca Hap Si Jinglu - mpu3paysbiM pebeHKOM, YTO y2Ke IOJrofa fepXKaJjl B CTpaxe BeCh TOPOIOK.
Celtyac OH Urpaj B CTPaHHYIO IaXMaTHYI0 UI'PY C 3aCTHIBIINM OT CTpaXa MaJIbiKOM, Ybe JEeTCKOe
JIUYUKO OBIJIO MCKaXKeHO MaHUKOU. B Kaxk/ol KJIeTKe IIaXMaTHOW JOCKH - 37106a ¥ XOJIOfHAas
JKeCTOKOCTb, HAIlOIHAIOIIast cepalle pebeHKa JTeisTHOM TPEBOT0M. DTOT MaJlbYUK CUOEN nepeq Si
Jinglu, 3arHaHHBIN B YyTOJl CTPAaxoOM, BUS B TJla3ax IpHU3paKa He NeTCKOoe TI0O0MBITCTBO, a
IIPOKOPIMBOe XKelaHue. OH He CMeJl CJIOMaThCs, Befb 3a HAM, B TEMHOM 4yJjlaHe, B [IJIEHY XYTKOU
JIOBYILIKHY, HaXOAWIUCh €T0 POAUTENH. My KUMHa U KeHIIMHA, C2KaThle IPOBOJIOYHBIMHU IIENISIMH,
CTeKallllie KPOBbIO, MUIIEeHHbIE BCAKOM HageX Akl Ha criaceHue. They were the parents of this child,
selected by Si Jinglu, destined to become the next target of his inhuman hunger. "Benukonenso! f
mobenun!" - uameBaTenbCcKu npornenTtan Si Jinglu, ycmexasick mobepe, while his ghostly hand pushed
a chess piece into place. ManbyuK He MOT BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA, €TI0 Tla3a OBLIM TYCKIIB U ITyCTH,
nuIio - 61egHo. [Ipyras meBoYKa, CUAEBINas PSIoM, HaTSHYTO yibibanack: "Kak Bcerma, Mactep Jly,
Be1 Brirpanu c nerkocthio!" [IpuHYKOEHHO XJI0nas B JIaf0LIN, OHA XXECTOM IIpuKa3aja qPyruM
[eTsaM JenaTh TO XKe caMoe. B TUXOM 1 MpayHOM [OMe XPYCTeNu JefeHsAIIne OyLly allJIONUCMEHTHI,
YTO 9XOM HECJIHUCh II0 KOPUIOpPaM OOMOB , OTpaXas riy0oKyio 00Jib U CTpax. "ITa Urpa CIUIIKOM
IIPOCTAa [IJIST MEeHS. - XBaCT/IMBO 3asBui Si Jinglu , pacueckiBasi BbIOMIKMECS BOJIOCH. "THl CHOBa
nobenu..." - 3agpoxar rojoc 6emHOro Majab4uKa - " MoXKeT, Teneph OCTABUIIL HAIIUX POJUTENIEN B
nmokoe?" "OcTaBuTh? - Si Jinglu nomopuuncs. - Eie paHo, CeIrpaeM elre HeCKOIbKO payHaoB!"
Manp4uK B cle3ax ynaj Ha KojieHH, yMonss Si Jinglu o munoctu. "4 urpan MHOTo pa3, ¥ HU pa3y He
cMor 1obenuTs, moxkanyicTa, nomany Hac!" Si Jinglu HeogoOpuTensHO cMopiii Hoc. OH CXBaTHI
MaJbuMKa 3a BOJIOCH U MPHKal ero JIUIO K maxmMaTHOU gocke. "HeT! Twl qomKeH OpomoiXKaTh
urpath! Ecnu TH IpOUTpaelllb, I CbeM TBOUX POOUTENIer. A eCli BHIUTPaelllb, 1 UX OTIYIIY, TOHSI?"
MarnbyuK, COaBlIeHHBIM CTPaXxOM, KUBHYJL. [Ipyrue geTu CMOTPEIX Ha HeCYaCTHOTO MajlbYrKa C
JKaJocThio u 6e3bicX0mHOCThI0. OHM 3HaH, 4TO ciioBa Si Jinglu - moxkb. OH HE OTIYCTUT €T0
popuTeney, HA NPU KaKuxX yCaoBUSX. OHU IPOCTO MIPOAOJIKAT MYUUTh Malb4uKa, YyBeIU4uBas ero
CTpafaHus, g0 TeX Imop, moka Si Jinglu He HauHET HacTaXkXAaThCsA UX MyKaMU. OTU JeTH ObLIA
CBUAETENSIMU €T0 XKEeCTOKOCTH, CULIEJIA 3a OOHUM CTOJIOM C y2&KacoM. HeKOTOophle U3 HUX yKe
TIOTEPSIIM PACCyIOK, U, €CITH UM TI0Be3eT, X 3abepyT B Apyrue ceMbu. HOTOA OHU 3aBUIOBAJIU TEM,
KTO COIIIeJI C YMa, Belb OHU 0OJIbIlle He YyBCTBOBANK 00K U cTpaxa. "IIpomonkai, cerpai elle OgHy
naprtui..." - npomentTan Si Jinglu, yneibasick cBoel yKaCHOM YIbIOKOM, TUIIIEHHOM BCIKOTO
YeJI0Be4YeCcKoro Temnia. [leBouka, CufeBIlas PSALOM, IOHUMaJla, YTO MaJIbuMK Ha rpaHu cphiBa. OHa
nomkHa Oblia 4To-HUOYOb cHOenaTh, 0TBNIeYs Si Jinglu. U elme npexpe, 4eM 0H yObET MajiburKa, OHa
OOJIXKHa CIacTu ero otua."Mactep Jly, Bel Tak monro urpaere, OTHOXHUATE HEMHOTO. f IpuBesa croma
Xin Tailang, moxeT, y Bac ects Kk Hemy Bonpochs?" "O, Xin Tailang! - Si Jinglu moBepryncs u ysugen
Ma/b4yMKa, C2KUMaBILIero PyKH B KyJlaku OT cTpaxa. "Macrtep Jly!" - ronoc Xin Tailang gpoxan, o
ynas Ha KOJIeHH, yMoJsis 0 Munoctd. " Xin Taro, 4To T fesaemns? Betade... MBI Ke Apy3bs, He Tak
nau" - Si Jinglu mombiTancsa mpo3By4aTh Kak MOXKHO 6oyiee OpyxKenioO6HO, HO eTo Ijla3a 0CTaBajlkuCh
XOJIOOHEI ¥ MYyCTHL. "[Ipyr npu3paka..." - mpoilenTtaaa JeBOYKa, U BCe AeTCKUe Tojioca MOATBEPAUIIN
ee cyoBa. Si Jinglu mpotsinyn pyky K Xin Taro, B xKecTe OpyxKecKoro npuriamenus. Ho ero ciosa
ObLtM 1oJTHEL 3710081, "Xin Tailang, 9To mpaBaa, YTO TBOM OTeI] TOBOPUJI C HE3HAKOMIIEM CETrOfHS
nHeM?" - cipocun Si Jinglu. "[da, aTo npaBpa..." - ronoc Xin Tailang gpoxan oT cTtpaxa. "U... oH He
CIy4daliHO paccKasall 9ToMy He3HakoMIry o MHe?" "Het, Mactep JIy! A6comntoTHo HeT! A GBI psmoM ¢
OTIIOM, $I CJIBIIIAJ BCE, YTO OHU TOBOPUIIM. ITO OB MMyTEIIECTBEHHUK, OH CIIPOCUJI, MOXKHO JIX
HOYeBaTh B HameM ropoge. OTel] He MOT OTKa3aTh €My B HECKOJIBKHUX CJIOBaX, OH HE TOBOPUII HAYETO
mumHero!" " TIpaBga? - Si Jinglu paccmesinics, u 9TOT cMex ObLI eltfe 6oee XKYTKUM, YEM €T0
MoJt4yaHue. - Torma moueMy Thl TaK TOPOIUIMBO O0TO3BaJjI OTHa OoT Hero?" "TloTomy 4To 51 60sIICs, YTO
otel] 6y[ieT IPOOOJIZKAaTh PA3rOBOP C 3TUM HE3HAKOMIIEM, U S OTBEJI €T0 B CTOPOHY..." Si Jinglu
cMoTpen Ha Xin Tailang, u B ero ria3ax He ObIJIO M TEHU COYYBCTBUS. Ero uila CTano XOJIOAHBIM, KaK
nepn. " Twl 3HaelIb, KakK ObLI ONET 3TOT MYTEIIEeCTBEHHUK, C KOTOPHIM pa3roBapuBa TBOM OTel? -



cmpocwun Si Jinglu. - OH OBI1 OfEeT B CTpaHHYIO YepHYI0 hopMy, GDH0IeTOBO-UepPHEIE NIEPhS, U MeY Ha
nosice! Celiyac HET HU OHOTO caMypasi, y KOTo eCTh Me4! 3HAaYUT, 3TO MOXKET OBITh TOIBKO MOU
Bpary, OXOTHUKY Ha meMoHoB!" Si Jinglu Ovin B GellleHCTBe, ¥ 3Ta SPOCTh CJIIOBHO BOJIHOM HAKpPHIIA
neTel, yBeOs UX B COCTOsIHME MaHUKHU. Xin Tailang mpozKa, IOKPHITHIM XOIOOHEIM IIOTOM. " 4 XKUBY B
Dongma Town yKe IIOIT0Aa, U 1 CYUTAl, YTO MOS TaliHa XOPOIIO CKpHITa. HO 3TOT OXOTHUK Ha
IEMOHOB BCe Xe fobpascs ciofa... YTo mouino He Tak? - mpoiemnTan Si Jinglu. - Ho He BaxkHO, 4TO
IIPOX3011JI0. TBOM OTel] IOCMeJI TOBOPKUThL C MOUM BparoM, 3TO HapylleHue Moero 3akoHa! A pemmn!
Moii cnenytomuii o6en - TBo# otern!" Xin Tailang GpICTPO oTOIIEN Ha3am, ero nuio nobnenHeno. OH
ymasn Ha KoneHu u 3amnakai: "[lomapu! Mactep Jly! ITomamgu mens!" Ho Si Jinglu ocrancs
HenpucTynHbIM. OH Bce Gosbllle pa3apaxancs. " 9 medcTBUTENbHO He TIOHUMAI0, TI0UeMY ThI TaK
3alUIIaellb CBOUX poauTesnei? f yxe cTo pa3 roBopui Tebe, POOUTENH - CaMble IIJIOXKe JII0OU Ha
cBeTe! OHU 3aCTaBISIOT €CTh €y, KOTOPYIO ThI HE JIIOOUIIE, 3aCTABMISAIOT YUUTHCS, HE [AlOT T'yNIsATh!
Onu mnoxue Bo BceM! Bce pomuTeny B MUPe HOMXKHE ObITh ChefeHbl MHOM!" Si Jinglu mocmesincs
CBOEMY y2KaCHOMY CMeXy, ¥ OH OTIIYCTHUJI HE CYaCTHOI'0O MaJlbuMiKa. JTa UCTOPUS II0JIHa yXKaca, HO
OHa pacCKa3bBaeT HaM O I'TyOuHe YeJloBeUeCKOoU OYIIH, CIIOCOOHOM Ha 11000Bb, BEPHOCTD U
camoroxepTBoBaHue. OHa TakxXkKe IMOKa3hbiBaeT HaM yKac 3J1a, KOTOPOTO MbI BCE [NOJIKHBI 60SATHCS.
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