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OHu 111H, 60NITast ¥ CMesiCh, IO PYKOBOACTBOM JHIIy, ¥ TOCTEIIEHHO JOOpaIKCh 0 jleca. I'me oH
OCTaHOBHUJICS, ¥ Me#Ko, cliemys ero B3T/IsAOy, YBUOEIa TEMHYIO Meuepy.

Oy, yneibasce, ckalan: "[laBaliTe IOWAEM TyAa, MBI B3SIJIU €y, MOXKeM TaM II0eCTh U mo0oTaTh."

YBuneB Bxof B neliepy, MelKo o4yBCcTBOBaja 0ECIIOKOUCTBO, OHA [TIOHUMaa, YTo 3TO OepJiora.
[ToaToMy cxBaTHIa JUMIy 3a PyKy, IperpafguB eMy IyTh: "OUIlly, 9T0 Ke MegBeXkbs O0epsiora, MbL He
MOXeM Tyfa UATH..."

B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha julle JUIIY MOSBUIACh ero oObIYHas yiaslOKa: "MemBexkbs Oeprora? He moxoxe.
Meiiko, MOXKET, THI ITIOXEIIb U TPOBEPUIIL?"

Meiiko ucnyranach 1 cobupasnachk 0TKa3aThCs, HO OCTaJIbHbIE TOXKe mopaepxKany: "[la, Mbl
IeMCTBUTEILHO XOTUM Ty[a MoNTH. Ecnu 3To He MefiBeXKbsl Oepiiora, TOra MbI YIIyCTUM XOPOLIUH
IIaHC TaM IOOLIBaTE."

"Pa3 yk MelKo 3T0 Penosioxuia, MyCcTh OHa U IIPOBEPHUT."

Oy yneIOHYICS: "MelKo, XOpoIire Opy3bs He HOJIXKHE Pa3049apOBHIBATh AIPYTHUX, S BepIO B Teb4,
IIOMOX ¥ ITIOCMOTPH 4TO TaM, pafu Hac. MBI BCe HafileeMCsl, YTO Tl CMOXKeIllb HaC 3all[UTUTh, He
pa3ovapy# Hac."

"Xopouue apy3bd? [la, MBl XOpOLIKe OPY3bs, I HE MOTY UX pa304apoBarth.” - mogyMana Meuko,
Habpasach PeIMMOCTH U BOIIIa B MefiBeXkbio Oeprory. Ho 3aiifs BHYTpb, OHa yBU[Iela OTPOMHOTO
MefBe[si, 60mbIlle ee 10 pa3Mepy, KOTOPHIM CMOTPE IIPSIMO B €€ Iiia3a.

"MepnBens!! HyKHO CPOYHO IIpeNynpenuTh UX." - B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa BOJIHOBAJIaCh He 3a CBOIO
0e30IacHOCTE, a 3a CBOUX "Ipy3ei" CHapyXKHu.

C3amu pa3mancs péB, ¥ OHa MOCIEIIHO BhIfeXKaa U3 Mellephl, HO Y BX0Oa 3alHyJach O BEPEBKY U
yTana Ha 3eMyi0. Ho 9Toi BepeBKU 3[1eCh He OBINIO...

Ha 3eMre nexkany HeCKOJIBKO OCTPEIX KaMHeH, KOTOpble BIMJIUCH B HOTY MetKo, IpUYuHSAS el
cunbHy!o 0onb. OHa 3akpuyana: "Jumry, 6eru, TaM MefgBens."

Ho B 3T0 BpeMs DIy ¥ HECKOJIbKO APYTUX "Opy3ei” yxe y0exkanu 0TTyAa Ha IPUIKYHOE
paccTostHue. Y0erasi, OHM T'POMKO CMESITTUCh ¥ U3[eBauch: "[IoCMOTPUTE Ha Hee, Xa-Xa, HacMellnuia
mo cnes."

"Ila, ¥ gyMaeT, 4TO MbI OyIeM C Hell IPYKHUTh, Jaxe He IIOHUMaeT, HaCKOJIbKO OHA IoX0Xka Ha
yygoBuire."

"Kak MBI MOXeM [IPYXKUTE C 4YyfoBuieM!"

"Siiy, oTIMYHO cpaboTaHo, TH CHITPa Kak IJIaBHBEIM repoil 13 POMaHTHYeCKOr0 poOMaHa, Xa-Xa-Xa,
IIPOCTO HEBEPOSATHO, 3TO YYOBUILE ITOBEPUIIO!"

"W emi€ 3Ta 4yIib PO TO, YTO KaXKILIM YelI0BeK YHUKaJeH, Xa-Xa."



"Korma e€ ChecT MenBeMb, Mbl OOJIbIlIe He VBUAUM €€ B IIKOJIE..." - 9TH CJIOBA, IOJIHEIE 37T00H,
3By4asid KaK CMeX JIeMOHOB, TPOH3ast cepmaie Meiko.

B aTOT MOMEHT OHa BC€ moHsia. OHa 3afgbxanach, e€ cepaue 60J1eso0, HO 3aTeM HACTYIIUIIO
crokoicTBre. Kak MoxXeT yeyoBeyecKas AyIla OBITh TAKOU 37I0M? ITU HACMEIUKH OBIITH CIIOBHO
yHaphl, yOuBaloliye e€ ayIry.

"Jii1ry, BBl IOOPYKUIIUCH CO MHOM, YTOOHL B UTOT'e MEHS yOUII MeBeph?"

"Ho moyemy? f Xe HUYero BaM He cfenana. {1 Bcerfga Moda Tepliena, ¥ He COIIPOTUBIIASICH
u3neBaTenbCTBaM. Heyxkenu, HeyXesu BEl TaK CUJIBHO XOTUTE MOEU cMepTu?"

"¢l mPOCTO BHITTISIKY HEMHOT'O MHA4e, YeM BBI, ¥ 3TO He MOU BeIOOD. ITpoCTO 13-3a BHEIITHOCTH, B
BalllMX Ijla3ax {1 He UMel0 IpaBa Ha XKU3HB?"

TpMa, KOTOpas ellle HeJaBHO Obl/la pacCcesiHHA COJTHEYHHIM CBETOM, BHOBB B3sijla BePX Hap Metiko. 1
BHYTPU He€ 3apofuioch yynoBuie. OHa GOJbIe CTPEMUTHCS K CBETY, U TEIEPh e# 3TO He HYZKHO.

"¢ He mONKHA XKeJaTh JII00BU U TeIlsIa, 3TO CJ1aboCTh, a c1aboCTh IPHUHOCUT TOJILKO 00JIb." -
OTPOMHBIY Me[IBelb BRICKOYMII U3 TIeIllePHl ¥ C PACKPBITOM IAacThio HaOpocusics Ha MerKo.

JIunio Meiiko ObIJIO CIOKOMHEIM, U OHa CXKaJla KyJnak. E€ Kynak, pa3MepoM C TOJI0BY B3POCIIOTO
yesioBeKa, o6agasn orpoMHO#M cuitoit. Y oqHUM CBOMM yoapoM OHa OTJIyIINJIa Me[Be[s, BHI3BaB Y
TOTO CUJIbHYIO 0OJIb.

MenBenb Obln ommenoMyeH. JTa foObda oKa3anach OacHOM, OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPaX U MOCIIEIIHO
BEPHYJICA B IIElepy.

He obpamasi BHUMaHUS Ha KPOBb, CTEKAOIIYIO C €€ HOTH, MeWKo BCTasa ¥ IorHaiach 3a
yOeratomumu "npy3psiMu”. OHU yOeranu MenjieHHO, 60n1Tas U CMesiCh, HO YBUfeB MelKo, KoTopas
BRITJIsAZIeNIa elfé Oojiee ycTpallaloleli, 4eM MefiBelb, UCIIYTalliCh.

Benp 06pa3 Meiiko Bcerfia ObIJT TIOKOPHBIM, ¥ OHU IIPUBBLIKJIM K 3TOMYy. HO OHU He 3Haiu, 4To MelKo
nepecrarsa ObITh TOM c1aboii eBoYKOM. M Tenmephb 0Ha X0Tela yOUTh UX...

"910 uynmoBuiie! Jaxe MenBenb e€ OOUTCS, OHA JEeMCTBUTENILHO MOHCTD." - OHU IepecTanu yoerarh.
Korpga onu yBupmenu MefBens, TO 3HaNM, 4TO Hafo Oexarth. Ho mepen Meliko, criocoOHOM T00eOuTh
Me[IBeIsI, OHU JIUIIh yIbi0anuch. [IpUBEIKHYB K €€ ITOKOPHOCTH, ¥ He TOJ03PeBasi, YTO OHA MOXKET
[aTh OTIIOP.

Korma Metiko mpubIu3uiach, OOUH U3 PeOST MOMHSII TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Heé, CHUCXOTUTEILHO
CKa3aB: "Ji, YyHNOBHUIIe, S MOIKEH IPU3HATh, TH BIEYATINIA, faXke MeaBe/s CMOIJia IIPOrHaTh."

Ha 3T0T pa3 MeiKo BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOHI CTEPIIETh, CIIOKOWHO OIyCTHIIA TOJIOBY: "IDTO MOJIKHO OBIIO
CIYYUTHCS JaBHO. { ObIyIa c1aboy CIUIIKOM [OTo..."

C sTuMHM CJIOBaMH, Ha I'jla3ax SfILHy 1 OCTAJIBHBIX, OHA YOadpPHuJjia 3TOT'0 IIaPHA II0 I'OJIOBE.
*Kpp* - 6e3 COIIPOTUBIIEHHUS, TE€JIO IIaPHA yIIaJIO, a I'OJI0OBa Oblna BMsITa B €T0 IIEIO.

Ianee, Bcero 3a HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEeHU, He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha XKayoOHbe MOIb0Ob, Melko yousa
BCEX, OCTABUB JUIIb JUIIY.

Ona Mom4a CMOTpeTia Ha HEro.



"Kak... Kak CTpalHo..." - co jiba JUIITy CKaTHIBAJICS XOJIOOHBIN TIOT.

OH c TpymoM yIEIOHYIICS, CTApasich CHelaTh 3HaKOMY MelKo ynblOKy, HO OT II€PETOIHABIIET0 ero
CTpaxa, y/bl0Ka BHITJIsAfeNla IePEeKOIIeHHON U YPOAIKUBOM: "MelKo, ML XKe... XOPOIINe APY3bs, 51
IIPOCTO IOTAJI [IOf UX BIUSIHUE, 3TO He clielranbHo. [ToxanyicTa, nomany MeHs."

Meliko oKay4asna ronoBou: "f ocTtaBuia Te0s He M3-3a CTAPHIX YYBCTB. 4 MPOCTO X04y Tebs
IIOMYYHUTE."

Ouiy ucnyrancs: "4-4To? MeuKo, THL... TH XKe He TakKas, IPOoIly, IoIaau MeHs."

"Ila, paHbllie 5 He Oblyla TAKOM, HO BHI U3MEHUJIM MEHS, IPeBPaTUB B Ty, KEM 4 cTana..." - MelKo
CXBaTHWlIa DIy 3a ropyio u Opocusa ero Ha 3eMIIO.

3aTeM HECKOJIbKUMHU yflapaMy OHa CjoMala eMy o0e HOTH U IoTaluia 3a co004 K MeBexXbel
6eprore. CTpax 3arayumi 601k OT CJIOMaHHBIX HOT, U JHIy, peigas, ymosst: "Het, moxanyicra, He
Hano, 1 ¥ [IpaBaa BUHOBAT..."

Meiiko oTBeTuna: "B uém XKe TE BUHOBAT?"

Oy 3amep: "4 BUHOBAT... { BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO IIOANAJICS Ha YTOBOPHL ¥ U3[EBAJICS Haf TOOOH,
MIPOCTU MEHS, Molagy MeHs."

"Trl maxke He TTOHMMAEIIh, B YEM TBOS BHHA, X BCE PAaBHO YMOJISEIb O Ioilaze. Thl BUHOBAT B TOM,
YTO CTEP EOUHCTBEHHYIO UCKPY HageXkOkl B MOEM cepate."

"CaMoe CTpallHoe OTYassHHe — KOTIla KTO-TO BEITACKUBAeT Te0S U3 ThbMEI, Thl BUOUIIb CBET U
YYBCTBYeIllb TEIIJIO, a 3aTEM 3TOT 3Ke YeJIOBEK ToJIKaeT Te0st 00paTHO B elé 6omee rioy0oKy0 ThMY.
Ecnu OB 1 HUKOT DA He BUAela CBeTa, s OBl He 00s1/1ach TEMHOTHL..."
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