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ABpHH OBICTPO TIOOHSJ PYKY, U3 KOTOPOM noTekna TymaHHas [IsIMKa, co3maBasi Oapbep. Yaaph
IPOTUBHUKA IIPUIUINCH B 6apbep, Ha KOTOPOM OT KaXKAO0T0 IoNafaHus MOSBISIIOCH BCE OOTIbIIE
TPELLVH.

“Kakasi cTpaHHasl CIOCOOHOCTb... Thl HCTIONIb3yeITh He MaHy? Y Tl He UCIOJb3yellb I, MOXKET Y
Te0s1 ecTb Cuna bananca? Tl uX BTOpPOro yHUBepcyMa?!“ ABPUH B/IMBaJl TEMHYIO MaTEPUIO B LIIUT,
IIPUCTAIbHO II0d Ha 4yynuka, “-[logyeMy OH TOBODUT Tak, CJIOBHO 51 B UYEM-TO BUHOBEH!-"

“Trl cunéH, He3HakoMell. U Tebe cnemyeT 3HaTh, YTO Te, KTO 00/lafjlaeT SHEPIuel 1y XBaTAIOTCS 3a
mo6y10 BO3MOXKHOCTb caMopa3BuTus!” I'opo ycMexasich, I0HeI] OTIIPLITHYNT OT ABpuHa. EMy Toxke
ObLJI0 0 4YEM IOOyMaTh. “-OTOT WIKT He JIOMAeTCs, S BCE elllé CpaXkaloCch He B IIOJHYI0 CUIIY, HO... 3TOT
YyeJioBeK, II0UeMy y MeHS TaKoe YyBCTBO, OyATO S eTo 3Haw?-"

ABpUH IIpUCTANILHO CMOTpPEII Ha NIPoTUBHYKA. OH He MOT KCIIO0JIb30BaTh BCIO CBOIO CHIY U3-3a
HaXOXJeHUd B [1apajljIeJIbHOM MUpe. “Y MeHs HeT BpeMeHU Ha 3TO, 0CTaBb MEHS B IIOKOe.”
Haxwmypuncsa AspuHa. Y Hero ObIJIM BOIIPOCH], HO OTBETHI Ha HUX OH ¥ caM OfHaX[H y3HaeT. OHa
nosieTesl Ha Cenepuio, OKyTaHHYIO aypOX.

[TpoTuBHUK He OTCTaBaa OT Hero. OH MOKPHUI CBOE TEJIO aypoH 1M, YTO II03BOJISIJIO €My JIETETh C TOU
CKOPOCTBIO, KaKO¥ OH x0Tejl. OH MPOU3HEC, 3aMETHUB, YTO ABPHH IMOPaXXEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero. “Kyna
THI HalpaBmsenscs? YTo 3a cremnka? Xo4elrb CKphIThC? OYeBUIHO ThI 3aMBICTHIT Hemobpoe!”

ABpUH He 3HaJ II0YeMy, HO 3TOT YeJIOBEK ero SIBHO pa3apaxai. Koe-uto nmoHsas, ABpuH cupocuin. “Tel
He BU[IUIIL, fa?” MMOCJIe 9TUX CJIOB ITapeHb C JT0O0MBITCTBOM OCMOTPEJICS 10 CTOpoHaM. “He BUKY
yT0? TH UAKOT, 4TO MT? KpoMe mmaHeTH! of HaMHu ¥ 0e3rpaHuYHOr0 KOCMOCa HUYEero O0JIbIle HeT.
W3-3a Tebs s moTepsn [TopueHHIX U eciiu Tebe eCTh YTO MHTEPECHOI'0 paccKa3aTh 00 3TOM MeCTe, TO
Jlyy4iie roso-"

ABpHH TIpepBaJl ero CJI0Ba CMayHBIM YOAapOoM II0 JIUIy. ABpHH CHepXKUBaJICS, HO yoap BCE PaBHO
MIOJIYYUJICS IPUINYHEIM. Ero IpOTUBHYKA yap 3acTajl BpacIljIoX U TOT OTJIETEN B CTOPOHY. “OTBanu
yX&e 0T MeHs!” ABpUH C yCMeLIKoU npulllypusicsa. OH 0TOMCTHUJI, OTBSI3aJICd OT 3TOro 1ryTa. Pa3 oH He
BunuT Ceiepuio, 3HaYUT, 6OT IPUHSIT OOMOIHUTENIbHbIE MEPH! IIPEIOCTOPOXKHOCTH.

“-Kak 3[0p0B0, KaXeTcs, YTO HUKTO, KpoMe MeHs, CeJiepuio He BUOUT. MOT'y TOIBKO IIPEATI0N0KHUTE,
YTO CyIIecTBa ypoBHsI KocMuueckoro BeITHS ToXe He MOTYT yBumeTh Ceneprio. ITO ObIIO ObI
pe3oHHO0. HeBuguMocTs — 60T 370poBO mpupymar!-"

“BAJIAHC!”

ABpUH Ha MTHOBeHUe oKaMeHeJl. OH yOUBUJICS YCIIbIIIAB IPOMKUH T'0OJIOC, TIOCTIE YeT0 OH He MOT
nBuUraThcs. Teso ero gpoxaio, HO Ila3aMé OH MOT OTJIAEeThCS II0 CTOPOHAM. B cTOpoHe OH 3aMeTumn
VICTOYHUK Oyprsmieil sHepruu. TOT caMblii TapeHsb, OT KOTOPOTro, KaK fAyMas ABpUH, OH OTBSI3aJICs.
Bomockr y Hero cTostiu OeI00M, OT HET'O MCXOOUTIA aypa 3eKTpUYecTBa. ABPUH YBUAE HEUTO
3HAKOMOE B €r0 3paykKax, HO He MOT BCITOMHUTH. Ha mpaBoM ria3y [oHIa OB OIyIPo3payvHbIid
CUMBOJI UHB, a Ha JIEBOM — SIHb.

“-OckoJI0K aymmu 6ora? YV 9TOro JIEHTSAS OH eCTh?!-” ABPUH OKaMeHeJl, He 0XUaas BCTPETUTh OTHOT0
u3 [IpeeMHUKOB Tak ckopo. OH ObLT YOUBIEH CUIbHEE, YEM KOTTIa BIIEPBEIE HALIIET YaCTh
BoxecTtBeHHOU JcceHurU. Kak BCE MOTJIO TakK MOBEPHYTHCA? Y Hero ObIJI0 CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO, UTO
BCTpeda 3Ta He CIydalHa, KTO-TO UJIU YTO-TO IPUJIOKHUIIO K 3TOMY DYKY.



“THl YEPTOB... 3aCTaJl MEHS BpacCIIoX...” [I[pOM3HEC I0HEI], BCTaB B CTOMKY, 3aMMCTBOBAaHHYIO U3
OHOTO U3 BOMHCKHUX MCKYCCTB, CliepBa OHa Ka3ajach HEJIelloM, HO, YBUMIEB KPYKalIllyIOCs BOKPYT HETO
SHEePTHIO 1Y, TOyMaelllb IBAXK/IH, IIPeK e YeM BCTyIaTh ¢ HUM B 60#. “IImamenHbmit Kynak Lu!...”
FOnoma gépHyncst u nmobexkan Ha TaKOM HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTH, YTO ABPUH efiBa €T0 BUME.

OH nosiBuics mepen ABPUHOM U KyJIaKOM HaHEC KaXYIIANUCSA HECEPbE3HBIM yaap ABPUHY B KUBOT. 3a
3TUM II0CJIEN0BAJIO0 MOT4YaHue, MOCIIe Iap MOIyIpPo3payHol SHEPTUHY LM BHILIE U3 CIMHE ABPHHA,
ofieXXfa ABpHHA BOKPYT TeX MECT, I'ie B KMBOT Bpe3aJiCs KyJlaK U U3 CIIUHEL BHIIIE] IIap, TopBaiach
B KJI0Ybsl. ABPUH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI APOXKb B CBOUX BHYTPEHHUX OpraHax U II0JIETeNI B KOCMOCe CO
CcKopocThio KoMeThl. Ho mociie mo6oeB Opdenuyma 3Ty 60516 CHECTH OBIIIO HETPYOHO.

“-B...BoT Beqib MeNKW KyCOK fiepbMa...-” ABPUH, HAKOHEI], BOCCTAHOBUJI PaBHOBECHE, CXKUMas CBOI
JKUBOT, IPEBPATUBIIKNCS B CIUIOIIHOM CUHSIK, YYBCTBYS OCTPYIO, Komoulyio 601b. KOHeI] ¢ BocToproM
nocMoTpen Ha ABpuHa. “Ilopa3utensHo... HUKTO MOero ypoBHS B MOEM YHUBEPCYMe HE MOT BEIKUTH
1I0CJIe MIPSAMOTrO MonafaHus... Hy>kHO cMOTpeTh Ha Bemiy mupe. KaxeTcs, TH ClIeuIh, HO s Te0s He
OTIyIy, IIOKa TH He OTBETUILb Ha MOX BOIIPOCH], HAIIPXMeD, KTO THL TaKOU ¥ KaK TEHL CMOT IIOIIacTh B
[Tpuspaunsiii [JomeH? Tebe ke Bpsf 11, Kak MHe, Tomorasno KocMuueckoe BriTue, npasma?”

ABpHH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, 4TO OMKOCS B OLIeHKe IIPOTHBHUKA. “-EMy momoraeT Kocmuueckoe Britue? ¥
HEero eCTh OCKOJIOK, OH IBHO He IPOCTOU napeHs. 4 gyman. UYto KocMmuyeckue BeITusA gepxKyTCcsa caMu
o cebe... KTo ke Takoii 3TOT fierenepar..-”

ABpuH paccnabuics, MOCKONIBKY He 3HaJl, YTO eMy AeflaTh. JIydIIuM BEIXOJOM eMy BUHEJICS
HAMPSYbCS ¥ KaK MOXKHO CKOpPee YHHUTOXKUTh 9TOI'0 YeJI0BeKa C TeM, YTOOB COXPAHUTh KaK MOXKHO
Oonbire sHepruu. “Hy?” HeTepreanuBo CIIPOCUTT I0Hell. ABPUH He OTBETHUJI HA er0 BOIIPOCHI.
“HackombKo ThI CUJIEH, pa3 o0nafaenib 0CKonkoM?” [lapeHb MpUIypuscs, 6yATo CUTyalus
mmepecTaBaia ObITh HHTEPECHOM, CTAHOBSICh B3aMeH omacHou. “Thl 3Haels 06 ockonke...?! HemHorune
3HaT 00 9TOM CIIOCOOHOCTH. f MPUKUABIBAIOCH YEJIOBEKOM CO CITIOCOOHOCTSMU DHUTMHL... HO... THL..
He... TaK... IPOCT... 3a0yab 00 3TOM... f MPOCTO cuilok BEIOBIO U3 TeOsT BCE OTBETHL. YTO OO TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO 5 cuméH... BAJTAHC!!”

CHoBa mpopsidai oH. ITosBUIIOCH TO e caMoe YyBCTBO, ABPUH He MOT ABUTAThCsA. Ha Ha 3TOT pa3 OH
yXke Obl1 K ToMY roToB. OH BU[IEJI, YTO IOHEI] BCTAET B Ty XKe CTOUKY, OynTO OB yBEPEH, YTO ABPUH
cbexatb He MoxkeT. OH KcYe3 U CHOBa coOpasics OBUIO Bpe3aTh B KUBOT ABpHHA, KaK IIPOU30IILIIO
HEeUTOo [JIs Hero HeoxupgaHHoe. Ero Teno 3aMeniunoch, CIOBHO Ha HETO YTO-TO ABHUJIO.

“Yro?!..” OH yBUIEeJl MOTEMHEBIIYIO MaCKy ABpUHAa U CBepKaloLye I'/la3a 3a Hell, CJIensl Tonyboi
KPOBY U3 IIPOPE3U Ha PTYy MaCKy, ¥ TYMaHHYIO aypy, HCXOOAIIYI0 OT CTPaHHBIX 3pa4K0B ABpPHHA.

“Uckaxatotmuit [Tynbc,” Tuxo mpoMonBun ABpuH. [ HETO CIIOCOOHOCTD Oblla HOBOM, OH
MCII0/Ih30Bas cBoi [Ipu3paunsiit [Iynbc U CBOE TEKYIlee COCTOSIHUE, YTOOBI COTHYTh TKaHb
IIPOCTPAHCTBA U OIyTaTh €10 IPOTUBHUKA, OTUEr0 TOMY CTAHOBUTCS HEBEPOSITHO CJI0XKHO [IBUTAThCH,
€CJIU TOJIbKO TOT He HaMHOI'0 CUJTbHee ABpHHA.

“Tel...YTO THI meaelib...!” BHe3amHo U3 Teja ABpUHA BRIPBAJICS ITOTOK TEMHOM MaTEPUHU, TIOJTHOCTHIO
OKYyTaBIINH €ro, OH CyMeJ CJIOMaTh 3aMOK OajlaHCa CTPaHHOTO ¢parMeHTa, KOTOPEIM 06Jiafas I0Hel.
ABpUH yCTPEMUIICS BIIEPEN, CXKMMas IIPOCTPAHCTBO BCETO B IOJIYMETPe OT IPYAU MMPOTUBHHUKA.

ABpPHH OTTSHYJ TKaHb IPOCTPAHCTBA, OTYETO TO KCKA3WIOCh. Korga ABPHH OTIYCTHUII TKAHb, €T0
IIPOTHUBHUK IIOHSIJI, YTO OT TAKOT'O yOapa ero OyIIy IOPBET B KJIOYbs ¥ HUYEM XOPOIIKUM IJIST HETO 9TOT
00l He 3aKOHYUTCH.

“CBAJIAHCUPOBAHHGBIM IIIAT!!” Korfa mapeHs IPOKPHYal 3TH CI0Ba, ABDHH CHOBa TOYYBCTBOBAJI,



YTO €ro Teyio 3a6JI0KMPOBAHO U OH HE MOXKET ABUTATHLCS, 3TO OBITIO HECITPABEO/INBO, CJIOBHO EMY He
many cuenath cBOM xof. OH yBUOEN, UTO MMapeHb OTIPHITHY IpuMepHO Ha 20 MeTpOB Ha3af,
ocBoOomuBIIHCE 0T Mckaxaromlero ITynbca ABprHa, HO OH BEPHYJICS 00paTHO U ITOCMOTPENT Ha
ABpHHa, ero cepfiie COOPOTHYJIOCE.

Ero Teno npuTsHyn0oCch 00paTHO, CJIOBHO IIPOCTPAHCTBO, KOTOPOE HATSHYI ABPUH KOAJI0 €ro
0cB0oOOKIeHus, OyATO CIefoBaso APYTUM 3aKoOHaM MUpo3faaHus. “BoT mepsmo!!” [Ipokpuyan woHel.
ABpHH 3acMesijiCs, OTITYCTUB HATSHYTOE IPOCTPAHCTBO. “IlyMalo, TH 320k 00 9TOM!”
[TpocTpaHCTBO C HEBEPOSITHOM CUJION BEPHYJIOCH HA MECTO, 3aCKpeKeTaB CJIOBHO OaHBIIX 1 yHapHas
BOJIHA KaK M3 POraTK{ yCTPEMHUIIach Ha MPOTUBHKKA. CHJla Bpe3asach B I0HIA, OPOHS ero TpecHyIa,
TIapeHb, OTJIeTEB, CJIOBHO (pprcOHU, Ha HECKOJIbKO KUJIOMETPOB, MPOKAIIUISIICS CUSIOIIeH
IIOJIyTIIPO3PaYyHOY KPOBBIO.

Ho ABpuH fonro HaclnaXxpaaThCst He MOT. OH YCTPEMUIICS BIIEPEN B TOT MOMEHT, KOT]a €0 IIPOTUBHUK
IIOJIYYUJI YOap, ero criocoOHOCTh 0oIbIlle Ha ABpUHA He [eiicTBOBaja, ABpHH ITOHKUMaJI, YTO €CJIA TaK
IIPOJOJIXKUTCS, TO IPUAETCS UCIIOIL30BaTh opyKue HebecHoro MerTara, MOCKOJIbKY TEMHOM
MaTepuu ObIIIO MajioBaTo.

ABpuH cxKaj 3y0bl, PELIUB BOCIIONIb30BaThCS cuTyauuei. OH 3HaJ, 4YTO He CMOXKeT Jo0paThCs 0o
Cenepuu ¥ 0TBSI3aThCS OT I0HIIA, KOTOPHIM B 9TOT MOMEHT BOCCTAHABIMBAJICS MMociie ynapa. OH
B3[OXHYJI, ITPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HETO MEIJIEHHO MCKPUBHUIOCH. BOKPYT ABpHHA MOSIBUIIUCH PA3PHIBLI
B IIPOCTPAHCTBE, KOT'Mla TOT MMPEeBPATUIICS B CHUSIOIIYIO IIBIIb, KOTOPast BOPOHKOM ITPOHECIIACh BOKPYT,
npuHEMas GopMy ero Tejla B I'ITaBHOM YHUBEPCYMe, Telleph ABpUH CMOTpeI B IycToe Hebo, rae He
ov110 HE Ceiepuy, HU ero IMPOTHBHUKA.

“Kakoy HapjoennuBhLIY ITapeHb. Ho Teneps s 3Hato rge Haxooutcs Cenepusi. BoCCTaHOBIIOCH U BO3BMY
c coboit AnnupuoHa ¢ TapauddomM, yBepeH, OHU XOTST YBUETh HaIll Pof.” ABpHH BEpHYJICS B
IIOI3€MHYI0 KOMHATY.

Ero npoTHUBHUK, KOTOPHIM HaKOHEI] CyMeJl BOCCTAaHOBUThH PaBHOBECHE, C XKAaJHOCThIO XBaTall BO3OYX,
XOTSI €ro TeJly OH U He ObUI Hy2KeH. OTO IBJISANIOCh T0Ka3aTeeM MoK aTaku ABpuHa. OH ObLI
pasrHeBaH u omapaiineH. OH BUAeN, Kak ABpUH IPEBPATUIICS B MBI, KOTOPas IOTOM HCYe3JIa.
[TapeHb NPOKALIIAJICS CTPAHHOU MOJTYIPO3PaYHOM KPOBEIO. “U... UCKpUBJIEHUE IPOCTPAHCTBA... ITOT
yOII0MOK aXke criocobeH MCKaxKaTh MpocTpaHcTBO?!! OH OOUH U3 TeX, 0 KOTOPBIX TOBOPHUIT
HacraBuuk?... HeBeposiTHO... Pa3Be oHM He Bce morubmu?...”

OH BCIIOMHWJI 0XBaTUBIIIEE €r0 YyBCTBO BO BpeMs HanafgeHusl ABpuHa. poCTHOE, HABOASILIEe yKac.
HamHoro 6ojiee pa3pyuuTenbHoe, 4eM 11000€e U3 ero HamafieHui, Ho 4eM 00JIbIlle OH JyMal, TeM
OonbIlle CHOBa XOTEJ CXJIECTHYThCS C ABpUHOM B cxBaTKe. “TIpOoCTO MOAOXKAN, CyKUH CHIH... d Oymy
CIEeOuTh 3a 9TUM MEeCTOM, II0Ka TH He MOSIBUIILCS... Kak mocMen Tel paHuTh YeTBépTOoro HacnegHoro
[Tpunua [Ounactuu [lpa'3ap, A ¢ To60# 3a 3TO MOKBUTAIOCH!!”

ABpUH IOYYBCTBOBaJI aypy, OKyThIBaBIly Ceneputo. OH 0CMOTpesics 10 TCOpoHaM. [IpocTpaHCTBO
3[lech Ka3anoch CTaOUIbHBIM, CJIOBHO He GbII0 yacThio [Ipu3payHnoro [lomeHa, HO ABpUH He cTa 06
3TOM pa3oyMBIBaTh, IOCKOJIbKY 3HAJI, YTO OH He CMOXKET IOHATH crioco0a, KOTOPHIM UCIOJIb30Bast 0or.
Ceituac ABpuH Obl1 pa3apaxkeH. OH CHSIJT MacKy C JIHIla, CHSJI ¥ KAIIIOIIOH U BHITEP paHee roiy0yio
KPOBb, KOTOpas Teleph CTajla KpacHOM, MTOCKOJIBKY YaCTHUILl TEMHOW MaTEePUU BO3Bpallla/IuCh B €r0
TeJo.

[To Bo3BpameHuy ABprHa IIPOYUCTHII PAHBl ¥ HayaJl IIOTJIOUIATh MaHy i nedeHus. Ceiiuac BCE
CHUJIBHO OTNTUYasoch oT 605 ¢ OpdhenuymoM. BocCTaHOBUTHCS GBITIO GBI TPOCTO [T HETO TETepk.
Bckope OH BBIIIEN M3 KOMHATHL ¥ CITYCTHJICS B XOJIJI, TOYYBCTBOBAB MMPUCYTCTBHE HECKOIIBKUX



necsiTkoB IIpu3payHEIX MypaBhEB B KOMHATE, ITIe OH BCTPETHUIICS C AUTMPHUOHOM U €TI0 YeTBEPKOH
pHILlape. ABPUH YCIIBIIIAJ Ha 3TOT pa3 UHbIE CJIOBA.

“Jlopr AUNIHUPUOH... f He cMelo CyguTh 0 InaHax Bemukoro... Ho Tak onpenenéHHo nydiie BCETO...
Pab6oyux MOXKHO 3aMEeHUTh... Pa3Be MBI MOXKeM noTecHUThCS?” TIpousHéc ogun u3 Crapimx Prittapei
yBaXKUTENbHO, HO U ¢ COMHeHueM. OH OB OMHUM U3 TeX, KTO He CJIBIIIa CJIOB ABpHHA U OT 9TOTO
MelIlKaJl.

Ho Korga TOT 3aKOHYMJI, OOUH U3 MypPaBLEB, KOTOPEIM ABpHHA, B OTJIMYKUK OT cobpaTa, CHBIIIAN, axk
3apgpozxkai oT 3n0cTu. “EpeTuk! Th BCE eleé COMHEeBaelIbCs B CI0BaxX Bennkoro?” Mypageq,
OYMaBIIN{, UYTO CMOXKET 3aC/IyKUTh PaCIOoKeHne ABpUHa C AUTUPHUOHOM, ITOAHS CBOM OJIMHHBIN
3a3yOpeHHBIM MeY, BHIKOBaHHBIN 11 Hero TapauddoM 1 0CTambHBIMU U COOMPAJICS CHECTU UM
T'0JIOBY CBOET0 IMOPaxKEHHOTr0 coOpara.

“Crou!” [Ipukasan AinupuoH. OH OBIJIO CIUIIKOM 1TO30HO. OpyKKe YCTPEMUI0Ch Ha TOJIOBY
MYypaBbsi, KOTOPHEIY COMHeBascsi B ABpuHe. TOT Toxe X0TeJ ObII0 MOJHATh OPYyKUe, HO OI03Mall.
“XBaTuT...” ABpHH IIOABUJICA KakK pa3 BoBpeMsd, ero I[Ipuspaunsiii [TybC OKyTan MypaBbsi, 3aCTaBUB
€ro 3aMepeTh Ha MeCTe, TOT He MOT COBUHYTHCS HU Ha CAHTUMETD. ABPUH IIET MUMO IOPaXKEHHEBIX
€ero IOsIBJIEHUEeM MypaBbLEB, lepxkKa MacKy B IIpaBOi PyKe.

“B...Benukuii!... 4... d npocro....” OkaMeHeBIINI MypaBeld MOT, OIHAKO, TOBOPUTD, U IOMBITAICS
3THUM BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS [IJIST TOT'0, YTOOBI OIIpaBAaTh ce0st, XOTsI IOHMUMaJI, YTO ObIT HETpas.. “Y Hero
€CTb IIPaBO TOBOPUTH... OH HUYETO He cAefasl [JIsl TOro, YTOOH MpefgaBaTh ero cMepTH... OcobeHHO
CBOMMH 3Ke TOBapuIllaMu... He Tporait HUKOTO U3 CBOUX TOBApHUIIeH... Eciiu oH yOBET KOT'0-TO U3
HAIIIUX, TO TOJIBKO S MOTY BEIHECTH €My IIPUTOBOP... Bcé ocTanmbHOe OymeT pelnaTh ARTUPUOH, UITH ,
ecnu Oyny psmom.”

ABpuH otnyctun cBoii [Ipuspaunsiit [Iynsc 1 MypaBel yran Ha KojleHH, 6eCIIpeCTaHHO KJIaHSSICh
ABpuHy. Bce MypaBbu GLICTPO ITOCIENOBAIM €r0 IpUMepPy. “Benukuil... Baiia MeguTalus Oblia TakKoH
KOPOTKOM, HO, BEPHO, BCE IpoIIo ycrnelnHo? Kak u oxXumganocs.”

ABpUVH BBEITTISHYJ B OKHO, IIPOfieJIAaHHOE B CTeHax KoMHaTH. OH II0OKa He CTaJl 0TBEYaTh Ha BOIIPOC
AvinmuproHa. “XopoIo, UMeHHO TO, 4ero s 1 XoTesl. Ecnu Bce oHu 6ynyT paboTaTh BMecTe 6e3 cTpaxa
HaKa3aHUS, TO OHU MMONUMYT, YTO CMOTYT JOCTUTHYTH OOMBIIETO, Al TOJIBKO BPEMs. ITO MOU JIIOOU U
TBOM JIIOMIM, ITOKA HAC CTOJIBKO U HYKHO OepKaThCs BMecTe. OTHOCHCH K UX XKU3HSIM, KaK K
coOcTBeHHOM. §1 yOuBa IUIIb OOHAXK/ILL OMHOTO U3 HAaC ¥ TOJIHKO TOTOMY, YTO OH IIPOfasl Halll POf B
oOMeH Ha cumy. [IyCTh 3TO MOCITYyKUT YPOKOM TOTO, KaK 5 X04y, 4YTOOH! BCE Y HaC ObLi0.”

“Ila, koHeuHO!” CoryacHO 3aKuBali MHOTMe MypaBbU. HoBele Prillapy, KOTOpEIE IIpeXkae ABpUHa He
BUzenu, OBUIM B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe, HO pafbl. YeTBepo U3 TeX, KTO ero BUIENI, PacCKa3alu OCTaJIbHbIM
00 ABpHHe U 0 TOM, KaK OHU ero BcTpeTuu. Ceiidyac y HuX ObIJI0 MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, BCE HAMePEBaIHCh
3aCITyXKUTh 01arOCKJIOHHOCTh ABpPHHA.

“AunupuoH, Kak gesna y Tapoudda?” Tuxo cnpocun ABpuHa, IPUCIIOHSACh K KAMEHHOU CTEHE U
CLIeTIMB PYKM Ha rpyau. “M XBaTUT CTOSATH Ha KOJIEHSX, 3aHUMaWTeCh CBOMMU fenaMu.” [locme aTux
CJI0B ABpHMHa MHOTHE PHIIIapy BCTalIM ¥ HAlPaBUIUCh 110 CBOUM [iejlaM. XOTS UM ObLJIO JIFOOOIBITHO U
XOTEJIOCh OCTAThCS, OHU He XOTeJIU Pa303/IuTh ABpPHHA, OH ObIT BCeM AJis HuX. MypaBby MOJT4a
BEPHYJIUCH K CBOMM JeJlaM, OHHU YIIIJIM U3 KOMHATHl IIPOBEPUTH KaK fefla Y OCTalIbHbIX. AUTHPUOH
MeJIJIEHHO IIOJHSJICS Ha HOTH U OTBETHII.

“Benukuil, 3TOT OTPOMHBIN JIEHTSY IIepecTall co3faBaTbh CUTUIIEL IOCJIE TOTO, KakK A CKa3aj eMy, 4To
BBI TPUIIUIM IIPoBefaTh Hac. OH moTpe6oBast, 4ToObl BE MPUIIUIA U K HeMY... [IOCKOJIBKY OH



YIIOPCTBOBAJI, T€, KTO OBIIM Y HETO B IOMUMHEHUH, OHU... HY, IEPEHSININ €T0 OTHOILIEHHE. .. S MaJIo YTO
MOTY cAenaTh.... OHM O4YEeHb er0 MOYMUTAaloT... [Ipolly, HaKaXXuUTe 9TOT0 UANOTA...” AUTUPUOH YMOISN
ABpuHa, cnoBHO 3T0 eMy Tapaudd moctarun Kyuy mpobneM. KoHeuyHo, AUIMPHOH BCETO JIUIIH XOTET
OBITH TIEPBLIM CPENM IociiefoBaTenelt ABprHa. Tapaudda oH BOCIpUHAMA Kak KOHKYPEHTa B
6opnbe 3a 3Ty MO3HULHIO.

“d ynaxy ato meno. Ceromgus Mel ¢ To6ol u TapauddoM HampaBUMCS B OGHO MECTO, TaK YTO IIOKa
WOV HaWou 3aMEeCTUTElIs Ha 3TO BpeMs.” ABpHH TeJeloPTUPOBAJICS B IIPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY C
HECKOJIbKUMU CKaMbSIMU U C POCKOIIHBIM IUBAHOM B YTJIy, Ha KOTOPOM CHAEJ, CKPECTHUB HOTH,
Tapoudd, HaOuBas cebe Oprox0 APKUMY KPUCTAIaMU U MSICOM, KOTOPO€e MMPUHOCUIIA €My MypPaBbH.
Onu TOXKe ey ¥ HaClaXOaluch XKU3HbIO.

“Emé G6onbie Msca u dpkux Kpucrasnos!!! BpaThs u cecTprl, ME 6y[ieM eCTh 0 TeX Iop, ToKa
HU4Yero OoJbllle ocTaHeTCs, Xaxaxaxaxa!” Tapaudd, HaKOHEI, CMOT CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOMM
3aMKaHUEeM, BOCTOPToM ObIJIM HAIlOJIHEHH! TJla3a ero ¥ MypaBbéB, 0071au€HHBIX B Pa3HYIO OfeXKAy.

ABpWH, KOTOPOTO €IIl€ He 3aMeTHJIM, CMOTPEJI Ha CTpaHHoe 3penuine. [Toka oH He cTaa oOpamaTh Ha
HUX BHAMAaHUS, IOOOUAS K MaJIeHbKOMY, aKKypaTHOMY SIIUKY, ToaHOMY CuruinoB. OH B35/ OOUH U
IpuCTanbHO paccMmoTpen. “Hemnoxo,” [TpousHEC OH, OCMOTPEJICS II0 CTOPOHAM U YBU[IEN IIPUMEPHO
30 ammkoB ¢ 200 Curunos B KaxkaoM. B KaxmoM giuke opyxue OO0 pa3HbIM. B nsatu
pacmonaranuch OIUHHBEIE MEYH, €€ B MSATH OBLIU I'agUyChl, ObLIM U AJIMHHBIE 00EBbIE MOJIOTHI,
JYKH, IMUTHL , ajlebapasl 1 OCTATbHOE OpYKHUe.

ABpHH BU[IeJI, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha JieHb Tapaudda, oH ObUT 3aHAT ¥ BKJIaAbBAI B CUTHIIBL BCIO TYIIY.
“9u!! Tel KTO TakoH, 4épT Tebs mepu! IIpoBanuBai 0TCIOfA, KaK TH cMeelnb!!” OnuH U3 TPUALATH
Tpane3HUYalIIuX U CMEIOIIUXCS MyPaBhEB YBUIeI ABpUHa U THEBHO ITpopHyan. [Ipexme oH OBl
KoIlaTeJieM, HO CMOT ciefiaTh Tak, 4To Tapaudad ero BeiOpan cebe B MOMOIIHUKH. [Tocie 3TOTO ero
CTaTyC BO3POC HEBEPOSITHO. ABPUH, He oOpaillasi Ha HETo, IIPOAOJIKUII paccMaTpuBaTh CHUTHUIIHL.
OcTanbbiHe OPYKKKA MypaBbs 3aMETHUIHN, YTO ABPUH He coOupaeTcs yxonuTh. OHU Havanu
IIPOKJIMHATH €70, BCTaBasd Ha HOTH U YCTPEMUBIIUCH K HEMY.

“Yro 3a mym?” Tapaudd, moKupaBIIKYA OCTAHKU CYIIeCTBa, KOTOPOTo rpynmna [Ipu3payHbx
MYpaBbEB yOUIIa apy JHEW Ha3aJl, 0CMOTPEJICS [0 CTOPOHAM, 3aMETHB, UTO ero MOJYNHEHHEIE
IIPOKJIMHAIOT TOT'0, KTO pacCMaTpuBaeT ux Curumsl. “-4To 3a yO0/I0m0K Tporaet Mok pabo--” OH
MOJI4a pacCMaTpUBaJll FOCTS U MOHAJ, YTO 3T0 ABpuH. [lociie mpuMeTusI, 4To MypaBby €ro
npokuHaioT. [To6nenHesmui Tapaudd moyyBCTBOBaN, KaK BHYTPH HapacTaeT I'HEB.

OH BBIIUTIOHYJI KyCOK M$ICa, TOTYAC K€ MOAIPLITHYJI U IPU3EMIIUIICS POBHO MeXAYy APBUHOM U
paccepxkeHHbEIMU MypaBbsiMu. “3AAAAATKHUMHUUUTEEEECDH!” ITpopsryan Tapoudd Tax, 4to gaxe
CTEHHI C TIOTOJIKOM 3aTPSICIIUCh. ABPUH BCE Tak XkKe He o0pallan BHUMaHUS Ha MypaBbEB, HO
TOTHSJICS ¥ B3TIsAHYN Ha Tapaudda. “Tel mpogenan oTIuYHYI0 paboTy, HO TeOe HeNlb3s TeHUThCS U
OTIBIXaTh, KOTHA X0Uellb. Y Teb6s ecTh 4 yaca Ha TO, YTOOLI OIPEHENTUTh TOT0, KTO B TBOE OTCYTCTBHUE
3aiMETCs mpou3BoacTBOM CurunoB. Mul ¢ ToOOM U AUTHPHUOHOM TIPOryJsgeMcs.” ABPUH CHOBa
TeJIeNOPTHUPOBAJICS.

Tapoudd okamernen. OH IOCMOTPEN Ha TOPaXKEHHBIX MypPaBbEB, KOTOPHIE B 3aMelllaTe/IbCTBE
cMoTpenu Ha Hero. “Mactep Tapaudd, uTo... uTo Takoe? KTo 910 O6b11?” MypaBbU U MOHATUS HE
uMenu. Tapaudd c cumoii BEIIYCTUI BO3AYX U3 HO3ApeH. “Thl, Kak Te6s 30ByT? YxX, JItoTO, BepHO? THI
3a IJIaBHOTO NOKa g He BepHYCh. Tak, Bce Bhl, TeHuBwle yomonku, HA3AIL 3A PABOTY!!” Tapoudd
no0exKaJl UCKaTb ABPHUHA, OT KaXKIOT'0 U3 ero MOCIEIIHbIX IIar0oB 3eMJIg IpoxKara.

OcTonbeHeBIINE MYPABbU XPAaHUJIK MOJIYaHKE, IIOTOM JII0TO B 3aMellIaTeNbCTBE OCMOTPEJICA II0



CTOPOHAM, ITPOKAIIISJICS U CKa3a Tak, CJIOBHO [0 TOT'O ObLT CIUIIKOM MSTOK. “OKel, Tak, BCe,
BBITIOJTHSTH TO, YTO CKa3asl MacTep, Ha3ap K pabore!! BricTpo!”

ABpuH OGpPOONIT HETIOMANIEKY, HE CKPhIBasi CBOE JHII0 oA MacKou. OT cBouX ApBUHY CKPHIBATh OBLIIO
HEeYero, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MypaBbU CTPAHHO Ha Hero cMoTpenu. OHU 10 ero ofexkpe
YyBCTBOBAJIH, UYTO ABPUH OBUT OMHUM U3 HUX. Y MypaBheB He ObLJI0 KOHIIETITa BHEUTHOCTH, OHU He
3HAJIM, YTO KPAcCUBO, a YTO HET. ABPUH AyMaJl, UYTO UM CTOUT HAy4YUTLCS CaMH, BeOb KpacoTa B I'/la3ax
cMoTpsiero. CaM OH HMKOTTIa He 3alyMBLIBAJICS, UTO €My HPaBUTCS B XKEHII[MHAX, OH He TO, YTOOH
coOUpascss COCTaPUThCS U YMePEeTh, Kak 0ORYHEIN YeroBeK. OH MMOogyMalt, 4To XKeHIIWHA, OT KOTOPOH
ero cepaie 3aTpemneniet, 6yaeT BIIOHE YIOBIETBOPSThH €r0 CTAaHOAPTaM KPaCOTHI.

“He tak. Ecnu BH OyfeTe XaneTb TyMaHHYIO [JBIMKY, TO KOJIOHHBI CTAHYT XPYNIKUMHU. 30€Ch ITOTHO
MaHHI, He 0eCIIOKONTeCh 0 Hell.” ABpHH JaBajl YKa3aHUsS MYpPaBbsIM, KOTOpPhIe CTpouu cebe MJOMUKHU
WY TIOMOTAJTA OCTAJIbHEIM. Te CTPAHHO Ha HEro CMOTPEIH U MePeInenThHBaIuCh Mexay coboi. “Kto
9T0 Takou?” CIIPOCHUI OOWH U3 HUX, €T0 TOBAPHUII] OTBETHU. “MOXKeT, KaKOW-TO HOBBIM [Ipu3payHbiin?”
OHu 3HajIM, YTO CaM{ OHU OOpaIleHbl ¥ YTO OCTAJIbHAIX CYIIIECTB TOXKE MOXKHO 00paTUTh, II09TOMY
OTHOCHJIACh K HEMY HOPMaJbHO.

ABpUH TIPOONKHUI UATH, CTI0KUB PYKU 3a ciuHou. OH CMOTpeJI 3a TeM, KakK BCe OHU TPYASATCS U
CTPOSAT 3maHusi. HeKoTophlie OBITH XIIUIIKUMU, OH XMYPHJICS, XOTSI OBLI CUACT/IMB BUAETh U Takue. [Is
HEero, Bce OHU OBUIM CJIOBHO feTH. Bcé elé MypaBbHd, HO IOCJIe o0pallleHrne OHU BCe CTAld eT0
BHYKaMmu. Korga ABpHMH CMOTpeIT Ha TaKue KPUBLIE COOPYKEHHUS , TO CEep/lle ero HaIoJHIJIA TeIIoTa.

OH pely, HaKOHEI, TOKa3aTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, YXMBITIKA MOSBUIIACh HA €ro julle. ABPHUH BHITIISHEN
030PHBIM, 3@ €ro YCMEIIKO! BIIePBEIe He CKPhIBAach 3100a. [JoMa, TOCTPOEHHbIe MYPaBbsIMHU, OBIITH
YTO TBOPEHUS TPOTJIONUTOB, TAKKE JKe MPUMUTHUBHLIE, KAK UX IPEXKHNE XWIUINA. ABPUH IOIHSIT
IIPaBYIO PYKY U yKa3aTeNIbHBIM IajiblieM TKHYJ B HallpaBJIeHUU yYacTKa 3eMJIH, 3aBaJIeHHOT0
OynBIKHUKaMU, yOpaTh KOTOPHIE TOTpeboBano Ok MHOTO BpEMEHH U CUJI, U IT0Ka [Ipu3payHbie
MypaBb¥ OCTABUJIN BalyHH], IEPEKIIOYHBIINCE Ha 00/Iee ITPOCThIe 3aHATUS. ABPpHUH chOPMUPOBAI Ky0
CO CBETSIIMMUCS TOYKAMHU TEMHON MaTepuu BHYTPH. Heckonbko IIpu3pavyHbIX 3aMETUITH €T0
neucTBus. “4YTo oH menaetr?” Crpocuiia XeHIUHa-MypaBeu, KPYIIHBIYM, MYCKYJIUCTH COPOIUAY
OTBETHII eif co cMexoM. “YTo Obl OH TAM HU [iefiajl, fyMalo, YTO-TO IMPOCTOe. Xaxa, OH, BEPHO,
IIBEITAETCS CO3ATh YUTO-TO HOBoe... Ecnu Ok Bcé OBLIO Tak JIerko, MEI ObLIM OBl HAMHOTO CUJIbHEe.”

OHM HavaJI¥ IePEemIENTHBATLECSI 0 TOM, YTO ABPHH KaKOW-TO CTpaHHBIM. OH Ha CaMOM [iejie BRITTISAen
HeOoOBIYHO [IJI BCEX MypaBbEeB. MoJiofol MypaBel, 04eBHUIHO, eIll€ ITOAPOCTOK, MTOMOIIEN K ABPHHY.
“¥xx, MucTtep, BBl HEMHOTO CTpaHHHIH. Bac BepHO oOpatunu? Yto B fenaete?” MypaBell CMOTpen
Ha ABpMHA KaK Ha Icuxa. ABPHUH TOJIBKO XMBIKHYJI, ITOCJIE Yero KyO ¢ TEMHOM MaTepuel BHYTPH CTall
IIOJTyIIPO3pavyHbEIM. ByHTpH OBINa mMpocTasi CTPYKTypPa, KOTOPYIO OH IIOMHMUJI eI1lé 110 rope Ha Cenepuu.
Ky0 mosneTen K MyCTOMY y4aCTKYy 3eMJIM, BPe3aBIIKUCh B BalyH, OH HE OTCKOYHUJI. BanyH cierka
3apoKaJl, CJIOBHO eTo BTATHUBAJ B ce0Os Ky0, UCIIOIL3Ys eTr0o B KauyeCTBe HCTOYHKKA. Ha TOT camoM
IIYCTOM y49aCTKe 3eMJTU TIOTHSJICS BUXPb.
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