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ABpuH OBITT CTIOKOEH, XOTS ¥ He 3HaJl, YTO eMy JIeflaTh B TaKo# cuTyanuu. OH IIPOCTO CTOSIIT
CIIOKOMHO, He cMes 1eBeNnuThcs. OOHO MbIXaHHe 9TOTO CYIIEeCTBa MOTJIO €T0 YOUTE.

“BAXAXAXAXA!!” OpdenuyM Hauasa U3BUBATLCS OT BOCTOPTa, OT €r0 CMexXa IIPOCTPaHCTBO
rcka3unock. OH CIIOKOWHO OBUHYJICS K ABpuHY. Ero CKOpoCTb Oblfla HAMHOTO OBICTPEE, YEM paHbIIIE.
CnoBHO mafaomas 3Be31a, TOIbKO B MUJUIMOHEL pa3 ObicTpee. ABpuH faxe He Bupen Opdenuyma,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TOT ObLI OoJIbIle IIaHeThl. HempusiTHOe 4yBCTBO.

“Yto 970 3a xpeHs!?” IIpokpuyan Tuanok. OH B MOIHON Mepe omyinan cuny Opdenuyma. “Kak MHe
He Be3€T... [110xo....” CenTum BHITISAEN XKaI0CTIUBO, OYATO BHIUTPAT B JIOTEPEIO, HO IIOHSII, YTO
ounet nogaenbHEIA. OH He XOTEJ OTIYCKaTh CUTYAIUI0 U3-TI0J] KOHTPOJIS, XOTS ¥ IIOTHUMAJI, YTO
npubniTie Opdenryma CBsI3aHO C ABPHHOM.

“CenTuM...HaM 3[eCh [ejlaTh Heuero. f 4yBCTBYIO, YTO 3TO CYLIeCTBO HAMHOI'0 cuJibHee faxe Kopomsg
JlecTura. HaM Hy>KHO yXOOUTh U He pa3gpaXkaTh ero CBOMM IpucyrcTsueM.” [IpousHecsa
HanyranHas Hedpus. OHa Oonbllle He X0Tesa 37IeCh OCTaBaThCs.

“d..... XopoI1o.... YBepeH, YTO y HUX XOPOIIKe OTHOLIEHUS... HaM HY2KHO IIPOCTO eIll€ HEMHOT0
ofoxkpaaTh U nocMoTpeTs!” ITpokpuyan Centum. Bee xoTenu npokiiscTs CenTuMa 3a TO, UTO TOT
3acTaBigeT UX OCTaThCs Helopaneky oT Opdennyma.

Yepes HeCKONBbKO ceKyH OpdennyM CBOMM 3MEUHEIM TEJIOM OIyTajl ABpuHa. Bcé moTeMHerno,
COJIHEYHBIH CBET OBl 6JI0KMPOBAH OIPOMHBEIM CYIIIECTBOM, TOJIBKO 3BE3MBI HAJl U ITOM YEPHBEIM TEJIOM
Opdenuyma cnabo BUTHENHCH.

Ot Toro, yto OpdenuyM OKpyKui1 ABprHHAa, IPOCTPAHCTBO UCKA3UIIOCh, ABPUH CXKaJll KyJlaKu U
CTapascs ObIIATh POBHO. EMy He HyXeH OBIJT BO3[YX, HO CHJIa IIPUBBIYKY 3aCTaBJIsA/Ia €ro, TEMHAs
MaTepus B KOCMOCe 3aMeHsJIa eMy BO3M1yX, HallOJIHSIS ero JIETKHUe.

BHe3amHo HEMHOTO IIPOCBeTIENN0. Ho pagoBaThCs UCTOYHUKY CBETa He IPUXOAUIIOCH. ABPUH YBUOET
rna3a Opdenuyma, OBIBIINE PA3MEPOM C JIVHY, OT HUX ¥ UCXONUIIO TAXKEII0e KpacHOe CUsiHUe. ABPUH
BCIIOMHMUJT UCTOPUHY U PACCKa3bl IPO CyOHBIN IeHb U amoKaaumncuc. OH BCerma CYUTaJ, YTO TaKOTro
BO3MOXKHO 130exKaTh, €CJIM BEPHO pa3krpaTh KapThl, HO, Isaas Ha Opdenuyma, ABPHUH MOHSI, KaK
ry6oko 3abmyxkpaancs. ABpUH HUKOTIa B XKU3HU HE YyBCTBOBas ce0si TaKUM 6eCIIOMOLITHEIM.

“ThI, BEPHO, TOT, KTO X04eT cTaTh KocMueuckum brituem?” Cka3an ABPHH TOHOM, KOTOPHIM He OBLI
HU BLICOKOMEPHBIM, HU HeyBaxkuTeIbHEIM. OpdenuyMm Momda pas3risaabsBai ABprHA, OyATO IETASCH
CBOUM B3TJISIIOM IIPOHUKHYTH B €ro ayiry. M y Hero sTo noiay4unock. ABpUH COOPOTHYJICS OT CTpaxa,
HO 39TO €r0 ¥ pa3rHeBasno. EMy coBceM He HpaBUiIoCh OBITh OecrioMoutHbIM. OH OBl XOTENI BEPHYTh
NOJIZKOK 3TOMY CYILECTBY.

“He 6oumbcs? KaxeTcsi, Thl 3HaellIb IoueMy s 3mech. OueBrugHO, 0H Tebe ckazan.” T'onoc
Opdenmnyma He OB CUIBHEIM, CJIOBHO Iepen ABPHHOM CTOSIJI OOBIYHBIM YesoBeK. KOHTPONb 9TOT0
OTPOMHOT0O CYyIIIeCTBa CBOMX I'OJIOCOBBIX CBSI30K MoOpakai. HaBepHO, OH Ky4y BpeMeHU MOTPaTuil Ha
TO, YTOOBI 3TOMY HAY4YUTHCS.

“Ila, 9To TaK. Ho 51 3HAI0 TaK¥XKe, YTO Thl, CKOPEE BCETO, HE OCTABUIIIb MEHS B XKUBHIX, KOTIa
IIOJTYYHIIb TO, 4YTO Tebe Hamo. ¢ 3HaI0, YTO OCKOJIOK, KOTOPBIM S BIafel0, CIIUIIIKOM IIPUBIIeKaeT Tebs
KaK BO3MOXKHOCTh UCIIOJIb30BATh €TI0 B KAUeCTBe COesKu.”

Opdenuym crnerka nputnypusics. OH ObIT YIUBIIEH TOMY KaK MHOTO 3HaeT ABpuH. CentuM Ha JIyHe



BHUMATEIbHO CMOTpeN 3a HuMu. OH BUIET TOIBKO OrpoMHOe Teso OpdenryMa, He 3Hasi, Kakas
cynbOa mocturia ABpuHa. OH IPEIoJIOKUII, UTO, pa3 CYIIeCTBO He IBUTAETCs, TO OHHU, CKOpee
BCET0, Pa3rOBapUBAIOT.

“YBepeH, OHU MTPOCTO 3HAKOMEHI IPYT C APYroM...” CemnTuM IBITAJICS YCIOKOUThL OCTAIbHEIX. Bce oHM
cMOTpenu B 6acCeH, MBITAINCh BOCCTAHOBUTE B cebe X0Ts Obl 4acTh Hafexkael. OHU 3HAJH, YTO B
pykax ABpuHa ecTh 6UIeT K X 60TaTCTBY, KAK MOTJIM OHU He OBITh KagHBIMHU.

“¢l He gyMaro, YTO 9TO TaK... 3aueM BooOIlle TaKoe CUIbHOE CYLIECTBO 3[€Ch MOSIBUIOCH?”
Comporaynack JleHata. [Ipou3solreniiee IpuBIeKI0 BHUMaHNUe BcexX GOTOB.

Opdenuym Hadan OBUTATLCS, KOTOA OHU 9TO IOHSIM, TO Ha MTHOBEHUE WX CepAlla epecTanu OUThCS.
OrpomHasi, 3MenHas rojoBa Opdenuyma nocMoTpesia Ha HUX. Ero romoc BHe3amHo 3X0M pa3HEccs 10
OKpeCTHOCTSAM. “BBI, cTao, MoXeTe npoBanuBaTh.” OH BEHIIOXHYJ, HO OT €ro BEIA0Xa IPOCTPAHCTBO
ncKasunock. CII0BHO OTPOMHEIN yparaH mpoHeccs. OH Bpe3asics B TOBEPXHOCTD JIYHHI, OTYEr0 Ta
3ampoxana ¥ pacKoJioiach Ha YacTH.

Hamyrauseii CenTuM IPUITYPHICS, C OTPOMHOI HEOXO0TO# OH IpoKpHuyas. “HMencusa XploTun
Tpuityna!” ITocie TpEx GLICTPHIX CJIOB BECh JBOPEL] TOKPLIICA OeTbIM cusHueM. ['paByHa u JleHaita
KpUYanu OT CTpaxa, o IekaM JleHanu TeKnu cne3nl. [lepeq rnma3amMu Tuanoka u Mannaky
IIPOCKOYMIIA BCSA UX XKU3Hb. OHU YyBCTBOBAJIXA, YTO HE MOI'YT COIIPOTUBIIATLECS TAKOMY [ABJIEHUIO U
YTO B 110001 MOMEHT UX MOXKET Pa30pPBaTh.

Hedpus u 3edpupon ¢ Umrano#t gyBcTBOBaNu cedst 6€CIIOMOIIHBIMY, HO Korga CenTuM 3aKOHYHUIT
3aKJIMHaHMe U CBET OKyTaJl IBOPElLl, UM CTaj0 HeMHOTO jierde. [Io4T MrHOBEHHO BECh OBOpeI] UCYe3
BO BCIHIIIKe cBeTa. OHU UCIOJIb30BAJIK OOPOTYIO PYHY BO3BpaTa, CO3aTh KOTOPYIO MOTJIU TOJIHKO

I peBHue boxkecTBa U BHIIIIE.

ABpuH cbliian cnabble 3ByKM IpoxoTa. OH npeanonoxkui, 4yto Ophenuym 3akoHYUI ¢ CEITUMOM U
ocTanbHBEIM. OH He MOT IIPOBEPUTH CBOUM boxKeCTBeHHBIM YyBCTBOM, CIIUIIKOM AajieKo, HO
IIOACO3HATEJIbHO PafoBasiCs, IIOCKOJIbKY 3TO BEIUEPKHYJIO HECKOJIBKO CTPOK U3 ero cnucka gen. On
nopa3suncs cune Opdenuyma. OgHUM ITPOCTHIM BHIIOXOM OH YHUYTOXKUII JIVHY U CMOT YOUTH Briciiee
BoxkecTtBo, Kakas MoIllb ba3oBoro beiTus.

“Temeph OCTANUCh NUIIL MBI BOBOEM.” Tuxo nmpousnec Opdenuym, mocMoTpeB Ha ABpuHa. “ThH
3Haelb yero g xouy. OTHait MHe TEMHOe cepale.” ABpUH clierka YOuUBUJICS ToMy, 4YTo Opdenuym
3HaeT 0 TEMHBIX cepalax. “Tebe He HYKHO oOpalraoiiee cepaie?”

ABpHH X0TeJ yoocToBepuThCs. OH He XOTeJl IpeAnoaraTh, YT0 CMOXKET IOOPYKUTHCS C
OpdenuymoM, HeCMOTPS Ha ero rHeB. Ecniu ObI OH MOT ero 00paTUTh, faxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TOT
Ob11 Ba3oBbIM BeiTHEM, OH OBl CMOT C HUM CIIPABUTHLCS, Be[b OH ke [IpaponuTenb Kak-HUKAK.

“Obparmatoiiee cepaue? [Iymaelb, s ©uguoT? Xojiepa MenKas. {1 XKUBY CO BDeMEH POXKIEHUS 3TOTO
yHUBepcyMa. f mposieTen yepes Tpu yHUBepcyMa ciofa!! f 3Hato 06 Ockonkax bora u 06 ux
IIPOIIIBIX BIafesIbllaX. f YBepeH, 4To 3Hal0 HaMHoro 0osbie Tebs! Thl Xouelb MeHs 00paTUTh, a
IIOTOM CIIPABUTBLCS CO MHOM C ITOMOIIBIO ceppiia 6ora? Trl 6e3yMHBIM KyCcOK Msica... Ho MHe HpaBUTCS
TBOE KOBApPCTBO. A BOOOIIE MOE TepPIIeHWE UCCSIKAeT, TaK UTO Iepefaii MHe TEMHOE Cephlle U MPUMHU
CBOIO CMepTh.”

ABpuH BraBuI yabIOKy. Hy, x0Ts OB OH y3Ha 4To-TO 00 Opdenuyme. Takas MOILIb HE MOXKET
YIOOBITETBOPUTHCS JIUIIIb OOHUM YHHUBepCcyMoM. OH 3Has, 4To Opdhenuym He MOXKET €T0 IIOTTIOTUTE,
XOTSI ¥ HE MTOHUMaJ IIPUYUHY 3TOTO.



“YBepeH, TH He Tak yXK 4 Toponuuiscsa. KpoMe Toro, y MeHs Kak pa3 HaCTpoeHue 1jisd urp.” Boctopr
ABpuHa Hayan pactu. OH MTHOBEHHO BhHITAIIUI ACTapoTa M3 XPaHUJIUINA, B3I er0 00euMU PYKU U
ycMmexHyncs. OpdenuyM nocMoTpen Ha AcTapoT. X0Ts OpyzKKe eMy He HPaBUJIOCh, OT HETO UCXOfuIa
yCTpauIawIas aypa. BynaTo oHO OBIO YaCThI0 TOTO, YTO OBI0O HAMHOTO CHJIbHEE HETO.

“3to opyxue... CTpanHo... Kak cymen Thl ero moosiTh?” Crpocun OpdennyM, ABpUH CTPAHHO
ynbIOHyICcs. OH HAHEC HECKOJIBKO YOAapOB KOCOM, UCII0JIb30BaB 00Jiee COBEPIIEHHYIO BEPCUI0
Crurutickoro Ygapa. Ataka gBurasnach ObIcTpo, HoO OpdenuyM 6obille BOCXUTHIICS, HEXKeNn
MCITyTasCs.

“Thl coOMpaelbcs co MHOM cpaxaThesa?” Cropocun ckoHGyxkeHHBINH Opdenuym. BomnHa aTaku
BpEe3aJIoCh BO BCe YaCTH demryidaToro tena OpdennyMa, HO, KaKk ABPUH HU CMOTPEJI, OH He MOT
HaWTH HU IJapaluHbl Ha Tene 60xkecTBa. ABpUH B3HOXHYN. “Ecnu s BCEé paBHO yMpY, TO IouyeMy Obl He
IIOCMOTPETH Ha CBOIO CUY B 6010 MpoTUB Tebs. ITO Bedb YeCTHO, Pa3Be HeT? [IpoCTO CTOM CIIOKOMHO
u 6ynb Moeit 60KCEPCKOM IpyIel, xaxa!”

[Ipoprryan ABpuH. OH NOAHSN ACTapoTa, HAIIPAT MBILILE], U3 €r0 Tejla BhlpBajach CUIbHAA aypa
TEMHOU MaTepUH, OTYET0 YaCTHULLI (PHMOIETOBOTO U YEPHOI'O IIBETOB HaYa/Iu MOSBIATHECSI BOKPYT
ne3Bus ActaporTa.

“¢, TBos GoKCcEpCKas rpyma? Ax T, Menkui....” He 3akoH4un OpdenuyM, CHOBa BOCTOPT UM
OBJIafies, KOTTla OH CMOTpPEJ Ha YaCTUIILI TEMHOM MaTepuu, GopMUPYIOIIKUeCcs BOKPYT JI€3BUS
Acrapora. “-3T0... TéMHasg MaTepus... MHe HyxKHa 3Ta 3Heprusa!-” Opdenuym cobnazuumncs. “Kak
HacuéT Cturuiickoro Ymapa!” Yem Gosbiile Maxal KOCoit ABpUH, TeM pagocTHee cTaHOBuiICS. OH
MCII0/Ib30BaJl B Ka4eCTBEe Mepuila TEKYIIYI0 CUITy ACTapoTa, XOTh U HE MOT €€ IOJIHOCThI0
KOHTpoNupoBaTh. OrpoMHas 4YEpHO-(HUOIEeTOBas BOIHA 9Heprus nojetena Ha Opdenuyma. Tot
BOCTOPKEHHO OTKPHIT POT, OyATO cOOUpasiCh IMOTJIOTUTH YAap, HO OH He MOHKUMal, 4YTo CTUTUNCKUN
Ymap CTaHOBUTCSA CUJIbHEE, NIOTJIoIas MaHy OKPYXKEeHU.

YépHo-dproneToBast BOJTHA SHEPTHY Bpe3anach B OTKPHITEIE poT Opdenuyma. ABpUH IPUCTAIBHO 3a
HUM Habmoman. Tak OH MOT UCITPO6GOBATh HOBYIO TEXHUKY 00sI, KOTOpAsi IIPUTOOUTHCS eMy B
OynmyieM. Bombiiie oH He 4yBCcTBOBas ceOst OecromornubiM. OH Bcerga OyaeT cTapaThCsl HAUTH CIIOCO0
Pa3BUBATHCS.

“91o MOE!” OpdenuyM 3akphll POT, KOTHa B HETO BJeTella BOJIHA SHEPTHH, B Te4eHUH MTHOBEHHUS OH
Obl1 cuacTiuB. Ho ero Mopma cCKpuBUiIach. ABPHH OBICTPO ITOBEJIeN SHEPTHUH PACCESIThCS, YTOORI
OpdenuyM He CMOT UCIIONIb30BaTh €€ B KAYECTBE MOOIUTKH.

“-CTpaHHOe CyIecTBO. TéMHas MaTepus NIPOTUB Hero HeapdeKTrBHA? YBEPEH, OHO ONHO Takoe..-”
ABpUH BepHYJICS Ha3af K pealbHOCTH, YBUAEB pa3bapeHHOro Opdenuyma. “Tvl, MeIKOe IePbMO...
HACMEXAEIIIBCH HAIO MHOH!!!” Opdenuy™m BhITyCcTUI CBOIO MaHy. CJIOBHO ITPOU3OIIEN B3PHIB
CYTIepHOBOM, BLICBOOOJUBIIIEY OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO CBeTa U 3Hepruu. Ho Opdennym
KOHTPOJINPOBas cebsi, ero MaHa IIPOCTO 0TOpocuia ABpHHA B CTOPOHY, COXPAHUB €T0 B JKUBHIX.

ABpuH OB MpayeH, OH YyBCTBOBAJI 6eCKOHEYHEIe Yoapkl CO BCEX CTOPOH II0 ero Teny. Ero Kkoctu
JIOMaJIuCh, BHyTPEHHKE OpraHbl TPSACAuch. OH ObUT BCETO JIUIIL UTPYIIKOM, KOTOPYIO JIETKO IIOPBET Ha
yacTu ogHa MaHa Opdenuyma. “-Capkanyc!-” ABpuH ObICTPO 1OBeJieNl OpOHE TOSIBUTHCS Ha HEM, YTO
OHa yepe3 MTHOBeHUe U chenana. Ho HecMOTps Ha 3TO CUjla aTaKU BCE PaBHO Oblyla 3HAYUTEILHOMU.
ABpUH 130 BCEX CUJI CTapaJsiCs He IOTepATh CO3HAHUE, 0CTaBaThCs CHoKycupoBaHHEIM. OH pacceuBan
KaX[yI0 KarTo roiny0oi KpoBU, TeKylel u3 ero pad, 4To0s OpdenuyMm He MOT €€ UCII0Ih30BaTh.

“XBaTUT UTPaTh, OTOAX MHe TEMHYIO MaTepuio!! [lyMmaerb, Kakasi-To XpeHoBa OpOHS Tebst



amutuT!?!” HemoBombHOMy Opdenuycy ObIIO CKYyYHO, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT ABPHUH YCMEXHYJICS.

“Kak HacuéT atoro...” [Ipexne, Korga ABpUH 3aK0HYHUIT oOpalath Ceepuio, OH IOBETIEN
ocTtaBmuMcs BeTBIM CapKaHyca IOSIBUTHCS Korma mpunietuT Opdenuym, CylecTBO, COCTOSIIEE U3
MaHHI, He MOTJIO 00HAPYKHUTh TEMHYI0 MaTepHi0. BeTBU Bpe3anuch B ero YelryivyaToe Tejio U 4yepes
MTHOBEHUE CJIOBHO WUTJIB IPOHUKIIU BHYTPb Tena Opdenuyma.

Ho, KaK HU yOUBUTEJILHO, CYIIECTBO OBIIO ITPOYHBIM, MTJIHI CMOTJIU JIUIIb MTOI[apanaTh Yelryi, KPOBH
He XBaTUJIO Obl ¥ MUSIBKK Ha 3aBTpakK. XoTss OpdennyM OTIUYHO KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CBOE Teno, 60/Ib OH
BCE XKe ITI0YYBCTBOBa M pedreKTOpHO CKpuBUics. “Xyx?!” boxecTtBeHHEIM YyBCTBOM OH 3aMETHUI
BETBH, Ilaparlalollne ero HemoMepHoe Teso. “Tsl cMor MeHs1 paHuTh? Hy BC€E, Temeps Tebe KoHet...”

Teno Opdenuyma 3acusino 6ebIM CBETOM, IIOCIIe Yer0 YMEHBIIUIIOCh 10 pa3Mepa CpefHero
4yesi0Be4ecKoro Tefsia. OHO ObIJIO MOKPHITO 3MENHOU Yelllyell, ero OINHHEIM, KECTKUe 3eJIEHbIe BOJIOCH
CIIyCKaJIUCh 10 CIUHEL. PyKu ero ObIIM KakK KOI'TH, HUKHSS [I0JIOBUHA Tejla Oblla IOTHOCTHI0
3MeunHOH. JIuno OBUI0 IPUBJIEKaTeIbHEIM, XOTS K30 10a POC OIPOMHBIM POT, HeNlb3s ObLIO He
3aMeTHUTh yXKacawllyo aypy Opdennyma, ACXOALIYIO OT 3TOT0 CO3[aHuUs.

ABpuH GBICTPO ITOBEJIET BETBSIM BEPHYTHCS, MPHUIIYPUBIINCE, OH cMOTpel Ha Opdenuyma. “[lymaio, B
TAKOM OTPOMHOM TeJie Obl10 OBl HeYIOOHO... Y 3TOr0 CyIecTBa MHOTO YIOBOK.” ABPUH BBITED KallJId
KPACHOM KPOBH, KOTOPEIE ObITK TOCTATOYHO CUIIBHEI [IJIST TOT'0, YTOOH HE 3aMEP3HYThH B
6e3BO3OyIIHOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE KOCMOCA.

ABpuH ¢ CapkaHycoM u ACTapoToM Obls Tofo0eH aHTely CMePTH, HO IT0 CPAaBHEHUIO C Y2KacCaloluM
naBnenne Opdennyma, Obis1 HUUEeM. “TBosI ouepens.” BHe3amHo 3ar0BOpPUI ABPHH, IIOCIE YEeTo
MOPTHYJI, HO KOTia OTKpPHLI rna3a, Opdennyma yxKe He OBIIO Ha IPEKHEM MeCTeE.

ABpuH 6bICTPO 00EPHYJICS U yCIIeJl YBUAETh YXMBIIKY cyuiecTBa. OHO B3MaXHYJIO XBOCTOM, YIapUB
TPOTUBHUKA B 60K. OT CUJIBI yIapa ero BHYTPEHHOCTH 3aTpelianu. ABPUH ITOTEPST CO3HAHKE, HO
yepes3 CeKYHOY OYHYJICS. YoapHas BojiHa HanageHus Opdennyma oTopocuiia 6eCrioMoIIHOTO ABpHHa.

OH nteTen yepe3 ThMY KOCMOCA C TaKO# CKOPOCTHIO, UTO €r0 KOXkKa Havalla TpeckaThcsi. Heckombko
MHUHYT IPOIIUIO, TPeXJIe YeM OH CMOT BOCCTAHOBUTHCS PaBHOBeCHE. ABPUH OB CEPhE3HO PAHEH, ero
pBasio KpoBbio. ETo xKenymok OblT pa30pBaH, JIETKHe PaHeHHBI, HECKOJIbKO pebep crnoMaHo. Emy Ovio
HEBEPOSITHO GOJIbHO, HO, K CYACTHIO, €ro TeJo OBIIO IPOYHEIM U TEMHAS MaTepus eMy momorana. Kak
OBl TO HU OBITIO, PaHHI OBLIN CEPLE3HBIMU, KPOBb, KOTOPOM €ro pBajo, Obllla CHHETO I[BETA U3-3a
IPUMECH TEMHOM MaTepHH.

OpdenuyM, cTOSABIINI B METPE OT HETO, C JIFOOOIIBITCTBOM CMOTPEJ Ha royiy0yio KpoBs. Ilociie oH
yBU[EJ, KaK Ta IPSIMO Ha ero rjasax cTajia KpacHoi. “d ke rosopus tebe, MHe HYKHO TEMHOE
cepaua... Mnu sHeprus, paBHas WU IpeBOCXOpsias e€... Eciu He gais MHE TOTO, YTO MHE HYXKHO,
s Oyny nmeiTaTh TeOs, MOKa He oTHamb! !”

Opdenuy™m mpaBoii pyKo# HaHEC yaap ABPUHY B I'pydb. ToT 6bICTPO oTCTymuI. OT CUIBI yaapa OH
OKa3aJjics 0TOPOIIEeH, HO CYIIIeCTBO B OCHOBHOM OBIIIO COOKYCHPOBAHO HA MPOH3AHUM ¥ PACCEUEHUH.
Korga ABpuH OTOIIEN, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 06JIeTYeHNE OT TOTO, UTO €T0 JIETKKe ellé Ha MecTe. Ho
KOTZla OH IIOCMOTpPEN Ha OPOHIO, OH YBUMEJl TPX MaJleHbKue llapanuHbl Ha CapkaHyce.

Y ABpuHa He OvLI0 CJI0B. HUKOTma paHbIle OH He BUEeII, YTOOBI MOXKHO ORIJIO IIOBPENUTh IIPEIMET,
CO37aHHbIY U3 BoXKeCTBEHHON ICCEeHIMH, HO ¢ y4eToM cunkl Opdennyma, 3T0 OBIJIO BO3IMOXKHO.
ABpUH ITIOHMMaJI, 4TO eclid OBl y Hero OBLIM Bce OCKOJIKM CapkKaHyca, To KakK Ob1 Opdenuym HI
CTapaJicsl, PaHUTh WM Haxe IollapanaTh ABpuHa oH Okl He Mor. OT 3TOM MBICIM ABPHHY IT0JIETYaso.



“OtnuyHas y Tebs 6poHs. [lymaro, CTally s €€ C TBOero TpyIa, Koraa Bce OymeT KOHYEHO U CTaHy
MCIIOJIb30BaTh €€ caM. Takoi CUIbHBIA MEeTallJl He MOXKET ObITh MPOCTHIM... XMMM... IO0XKAK-Ka...”

OpdenuyM cHOBa MCYE3, TOSIBUBIIUCE IPSIMO mmepen ABpruHoM. OH CXBaTHUJI IPOTUBHUKA 3a TOPJIO,
CJIOBHO TOT ObIJT 0€CITOMOIIIHOM KYyPHIlEH, ITOCIe BHUMATENILHO IIOCMOTPeIT Ha OPOHIO ¥ B3APOTHYI.
“B... boxxecTtBenHas Jccenus!!! Takoe xke ormyiieHue... Tl HUKAK He MOT CO37aTh OPOHIO U3
BoxkecTBeHHON JDCCEHIINY, U3 He€ HUYero Hejlb3s BLIKOBATH!!”

ABpuH 0bl1 pa3031€H. OH cxkan 3y0wl, BRIpaXkKeHue JIKIa V Hero ObII0 ogo0HO 6epCepKy.
“Oka3splBaeTcs, Thl 3Haelllb He TaK MHOI'0, Kak IoJiaraeis, BepHo?” OH noBesen JINMOCY ITOIBUTLCA B
ero pyKe U 4epe3 MTHOBeHME HaHEC ymap npsiMo B Mopay Opdenryma, BOCIOIb30BaBIIKCH €T0
YOUBIEHUEM.

Opdenuym HaKOHEI] BEPHYJICS K PEaTbHOCTH U YBUME TJIa3 Ha OPYXKUHU, JIETSIIUM IIPSMO Ha HETO.
OpdenuyM ucmyracs, IOCKOJIBKY B BO3AYX€e BHE3AITHO MOSIBUTUCE TYObI, KOTOPHIE Pajibl OBLIH
BCcTpeTuTh Opdenuyma. BHe3anHo ry6sl OTKpLITUCE M MaHa OpdennyMa Hayaia UCCAKATh OBICTPHIMU
TEMIIaMHU.

“THL..... UTO 3a XpeHOBa IITyKa, oTBanu!!” OpdenuyM mpaBoi pykou ymapun B JIumoc. OT CUIIH yaapa
IIPOCTPAHCTBO MCKA3UIIOCh, JINMOC M31as XKalo0HBIM BCKPHK U II0JIEeTE]I BO ThMY KOCMOca. ABpUH
TIOBeJIEl MY BEPHYThCS, TI0KA TOT He yJIeTell CIUIIKOM Aajieko, CTapasich MpeBo3MOYb 60/Ib B CBOEM
Tene.

[Tocrne Bo3BpalneHus JIuMoca OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ YOUBUTENIbHOE KOJIMUECTBO S3HEPTUH, KoTopas Oblia
HudyeM [ OpdennyMa, HO MOTJIa COCITyKHUTD 1T0/Ih3y ABpuHY. JIuMOC 00paTHIICS B 9HEPTHUIO,
KOTOpast BepHy1ach 06paTHO B rjaa3 ABpPHUHA.

Opdenmym O6v1n1 opaxkéeén. OH BHe3allHO CXBaTU/I ABpPHUHA 3a JINIO ¥ ABYMS KOTTHCTHIMH IaJbllaMu
pa3noBuHYN BeKO ABprHa. “MHTepecHO... OueHb MHTEPECHO... ITO cuna Cepaina bora?... BeikoBaTh
npenMeT u3 boxkecTBeHHOM IcceHIIUU? MOXKeT, 1 CMOTY 3allyCTUTh LIUKII caM... HO MOXKeT 51 MpoCcTo
BBIPBY Te0e ra3a u momnpobyio HauTH CIIoco6 BOCIIOIb30BATHCSI TBOUM OPYKHUEM...”

OpdenuyM amyHO YCMEXHYJIICS, OTIYCTUB I'7la3 ABpUH. TOT IPOTSAHYJ PYKY II0 HAllpPaBlIEHUIO K JIUIY
Opdenmyma u mpousnéc. “CHavasa s mpeBpallly TBOU I'Ta3a B KPOBaBYIO Kally, yomonok...” Ox
cHenasn XBaTaTelbHOe IBUXKEHME, OTTSHYB TKaHb NpocTpaHcTBa. OpdenuyM moyyBCTBOBAJ YIPoO3y.
OH OBICTPO OTIYCTUJI APBUHA U OTIPBITHYII.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ApPBUH OTIIYCTHUJ TKaHb, BEPHYBIIYIOCS HAa MECTO, CUJIbHAS yapHas BOJIHA II0JIeTesia B
HanpasneHun OpdenryMa, TOT IOJHAT PYKYy, BCTpedas ygap. Opdenuym nCKpUBUIICS, IOYYBCTBOBAB
OHEeMeHMe B pyKe. ABpUH CXBATUJICS 3a TOPJIO, IOPaXKEHHBEIN TeM, YTO €T0 aTaKy Tak JIeTKO
HEUTPOJIU30BaJIU.

“T®l IOJIOH CIOPIIPU30B... [laBail Torga eme nourpaeM!” OpdenuyM yiaelOHYICS BO BECh POT, TIOKa3aB
CBOU KuHKaononoOusle 3yOsl. OH 3aroBopui. “By #iyxuc Buctu’cuto MbIOHT'UTPUH,” 3@ 9TUMU
CII0BaMU IIOCJIefoBala Cepus BCOHIIEK U Hap OpdhennyMoM NOSBUNKCH PYHE], GOPMUPOBaBIIKE IIap,
TIOKPHITHIN IJIaCTUHAMY I'0JTy00ro CBeTa, BOKPYT KOTOPHIX KPYKUJIOCH CTaTUYECKOE SJIEKTPUIECTBO.

Bckope nmacTUHBL 3aKPYKUJIKUCH, BEICTPENIUB BO BCe CTOPOHEI. OHU 3aKPyKUIUCH BOKPYT ABpHHA
CJIOBHO @HT€JIbl, TOJIbKO 3TU IIOChUIANIU B ABpUHA yAapsl MOJIHUU. “TaHIyi, IapeHs, TaHuyu!!
Xaxaxaxa!” Opdenuym urpan ¢ ABpuHOM, He BOCIIPUHUMASs ero Bcephel. ABpUH u3beras CTOIbKO
MOJIHUH, CKOIBKO MoT. OH 3HaJI, YTO OHHU OB Cujoi ¢ Briciiee BoxkecTBO B IydIeM ciydae.
Kaxppii pas, Korga oHu Bpe3anuch B CapKaHyC, ABPHH IOIy4Yall YyBCTBUTENIbHBIM yAap, 4YTO He
yIy4Ilazo COCTOSIHUE ero u 6e3 TOro paHeHoro Tejia. Ho OH BCE paBHO MOT YKJIOHSITBCSI OT MOJTHUH.



OH xoTen noBeneTs JINMOCY TOSIBUTHCS, HO HE CMOT, JIU00 TOT OTKa3kIBaJICS, TU00 OBLI TOBPEXKAEH.
OH He MOT BUHUTbH OpyXkue. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH IIOJIYYH yaap OT TOmMOBOro ba3oBoro BuiTus. Y Hero
He ObII0 BEIOOPA, TONMBKO MojlaraThCs Ha CapKaHyca ¥ ACTapoTOM pa3pe3aTh KaK MOXKHO O0JIbIile
MoJHUHA. ET0 CKOPOCTh MmopazKasa, HO y Hero He OBII0O HaBLIKOB YKJIOHEHUS UJTH KaKHUX-TO CBSI3aHHBIX
C 9TUM TeXHUK. EMy ObLIO HHTEPECHO, 06/1afaeT M TAKKUMU ero OTell, pa3 OH POIUIICS B MUPE ITH, TO,
HaBEPHO, Y HUX JOJIKHEI OBITH HAaBRIKKA 60EBOT0 MCKYCCTBA, CBSI3aHHEIE C JIOBKOCTHIO YKIIOHEHHUS.

OpdenuyM BHE3aIIHO IOAHSI JIEBYIO PYKY. B Hel nmosgBunocs ne3sue, OpdennyM 3anpeirHyI B KPYT K
ABpHHY, IOCKOJIBKY He MOT COIIPOTUBNATLCS UCKyIneHuto “He 3a0riBail u 11po MeHs!” [Ipokpudan oH
SIPOCTHO, HAHOCH yhap B HalpaBlleHUU ABpUHA.

ABpuH OBITT HA MAKCUMyMe CBOMX BO3MOKHOCTel. OH ACTapoTOM BCTpedan Hanageunus Opdenuyma,
a TakXe CTapaJcsl YKIIOHSITLCSA OT YOApoB MONHUU. [TpOCTPaHCTBO 3aTPSICIIOCh U UCKA3UI0Ch, ABPUH
IIPOPHIYANT ¥ CTaJjl IBUraThCs OBICTPeEE.

Ox ucmnonb3oBan Illar ITycToTsl, uToO n36exkath yaapa Opdenunyma, IOSBUICS PSIOM C
Marv4ecKuM KpyroM, HaHOCS 10 HeMY yAapkl Kocod. OH IOBTOPSI UX CHOBA U CHOBA. “TEl, 4€pTOB...”
Opdenuym ssBHO ObinT B sspocT. OH BHE3aIMTHO Hadajl HAUYUTHIBATh HOBOE 3aKuHaHue. Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY, B TEUeHUU KOTOPHIX ABPUH YHUYTOXUI Marudeckuiut kpyr, Opdpenuym
3aKOHYMJI 3aKJIMHAHUeE.

ABpUH OCMOTpPEJ Ha SPKUM OPaHKEBHIM CBET, CBETUBIINM Ha HETro, ero 3payku CKalucb. MeTeop,
OKyTaHHBIM TOIYOBIM CBETOM U 3€JIEHBIM TYMaHOM, JIeTeNl Ha HeTo.

Cepaie ApBuHa 3a0unoch OBICTPee, TEMHAs MaTepus OKyTasa ero. Ero Teno Haduano MeHSAThCS.
CapkaHyc He MOT Tak OBICTPO IMpucnocobuThcsi. OH UCUe3 U CHOBA MOSIBUJICS B XpPaHUIIUIIE ABPUHA.
ABpHH MTOCIEIIHO YCUIUBAII BCE TeJI0. Bomb Obl/la TOYTH HEBLIHOCHMOM, HO TeIeph eTro TeJo
BRITJISIAENO elé Gonee nmyraommM, yeM y Opdenuyma. Pora npouspacTany o BCEMY €ro Tejy, ero
KOa OBIZla yroJIbHO-YEPHOM, CBETUBINASCS (HHUOTETOBEIM CUSHUEM, YaCTHUIEl TEMHOM MaTEPHH
KPYKHUJIKCh BOKPYT HETO.

AcTapoT Kas3ascs KPOIIeYHEIM B €T0 OTPOMHOM MYCKYJIHCTOM Tejie. Ero riasa cusinu GuoeTOBHIM U
roiyOBIM IIBETAMU, OT HUX UCXOOWJIA ObIMYaTasl Y€pHas aypa. ABPHH CxKayl ACTapoT, er0 PYKH
HaIpSTINCh, BEHH 3aMyIbCUPOBaiu. ApBUH He 3Hal, 4To OymeT 6onbiiee — 60Ib OT OBICTPOTO
YCUTIEHUS UM €CJIU MeTeop IONafeT B HETO.

ACTBpOT 3aBOIINII, 3aKpBITbeI I'Jla3 Ha €Tr0 JIE3BUM BHE3aITHO OTKPHIJICA, IBUB KpaCHbIﬂ, II04YTHU
60pI[0BBII;I 3PAY0K, I'lla3 Ka3aJICsd Pa3TrHEBAHHBIM. Jle3Bue 3aPBIYaJi0 1 KOCa YBEJINYUJIaCh Ha
HECKOJIBKO METPOB.

Opdenuym nmopax€eHHO Haboman 3a IPOTUBHUKOM. “X0OPOIIO, YTO S He CTajl [OJr0 TIHYTh... Ecnu
OBl y 9TOTO TOLIETO AypayKa OblsI0 60JIbIlle BpeMEeHH Ha Pa3BUTHE, TO BCE CTaso Obl CJI0XKHEE. ITO
3akyMHaHue ypoBHSA [IpeBHero boxkecTBa, OH 4TO, Ha CaMOM feJie monaraert...” OpdenuyMm 3aMoOJIK,
3aMeTUB U3MeHeHue ACTapoTa, B 9TOT MOMEHT ABPUH B3MaxHYJI KOCOM. JIe3Bue KOCH CJIOBHO OBl
IIPOH34aJIO TKaHb ITPOCTPAHCTBA U Ha MIT'HOBEHME OCTAaHOBHUIIOCH. OT 3TOT0 IIOSIBHJIHCH TPEIUHEI 1
OTPOMHBIY TEMHBIYA BaKyyM.

“NON!"” ApocTHO, IeMOHUYECKY ITPOKpUYa ABPUH, IPUJIOKUB CBOIO CUJLY [JIS 3aBEPIIEHUS yaapa.
AcTapoT pagoCTHO 3aCKpexkKeTas U IIpope3al OBpPY B IPOCTpaHCTBe. [IbIpa cTana 60blile, BaKyyM
pa3poccs [0 HeIOMePHBIX pa3MepoB. OHa NOTIOTHIIA 3€JIEHBIM TyMaH, a 3a HUM U CaM MeTeop Ucue3
B 9TOY ABIpe. XOTsI MeTeop Okl 60JIbllle, HO BaKyyM pPa3HEC ero Ha YacTH.

ABpUH OYyBCTBOBAJ 60JIb B TEJe, KOXKa Ha HEM pBajlach, YaCTh €€ OTBAJIUIACh U €€ MOTJIOTUIIA 9Ta



Oe3monHast geipa. OH YCMEXHYJICS, TOTOBHIHM MCII0NIb30BaTh boxkecTBeHHOe UyBCTBO, KOTma
noTpebyeTcs, HO BHE3AITHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TI0 KTO-TO HEPKUT 3a OOUH M3 MIMHHBIX IITUIIOB Ha
CIIMHE.
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