V5: I'masa 131 Cuna — VcTUHHBIT 3aKO0H.

ABpPHH C XKagHOCTBIO IOCMOTpeT Ha riei0y HebecHoro MeTaiia, HO OH IaBHO yKe BBIyUUJI YPOK,
CBSI3aHHBIN C aTYHOCTHI0. OH JeliCTBOBaJI CIIOKOMHO U He cTas OpaTh HeGecHBIN MeTas, BEIIYCTUB
Tymannyto JeiMKy. OT €€ Bufa 4eTBepo OOr0B HAIPSATIIOCHh, OHU CTPAHHO Ha HETO MIOCMOTPENH, HO
OBIMKa HallpaBUJIach K Tejly A3pasiid, YKyTaB IeMOHaA.

Tyman obpatun ero B Témuoe Ceparie. Koneuno, ABpuH He cobupasicst ero morioiaTs. Ha camom
mesne, OH y3HaJl, YTO BO3MOXKHO 00paTuTh TEMHBIE Cepalla B JKUBBIX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIMU OHH KOT'/Ia-
TO OBIJIM, HO Celyac OH MOT JIMIIb CO37aTh 6e3Ku3HEeHHHIN Tpy1. Celiyac A3pasns OblT MEPTB, HO
ABpPUH COYYBCTBOBAJI EMY U XOTeN OBl BEPHYTH €T0 JOUepH, KOTOPast, KaK OH 3HaJI, BRIXKHUJIA.

“Kakas cTpaHHas crioco6HOCTD.” JII00OMBITHO MPOTAHY CenTuM. THATOK HAaCTOPOXKEHHO ITOCMOTPET
Ha ABpuHa. “Criocob6HOCTH IHUTMEI?” 3epupoH r1y60KO B3TOXHYJI, IPOCTO IIOMOTAJI TOJI0BOH,
OCTOPOKHO noxaxons K Aspuny. “Het. On HeuTo uHoe.” 3epupoH 60s1csg ABprUHA, TIOCKOIBKY TOT €TO
yyTh He yOui. Ho B ero cTpaxe HAIIOCh MECTO U SIPOCTH II0 OTHOILIEHUIO K 3TOM X0Jiepe, IOCMeBIIen
MIOMHSATHL Ha HETO PYKY.

Onu cMmoTpenu 3a TeM, Kak TéMHoe Cepilie IPHUIIEIIO B PYKY ABPHUHA, IIOCJIE Yero TOT IIPOU3HEC.
“HebecHbizt MeTani... Thl 3HaEIIb, YTO OH MEHSI UHTEpeCyeT... Thl CIIeAuIlb 3a MHOU JOJIbIIE, YeM S
aymas.” ABpUH YCMEXHYJICS, OTJIOXKUB CEePALe B CTOPOHY.

CentuM nocMoTpesn Ha Tuanoka u Mannaky, o0a OHYM HCYe3/IM TYMaHHBIMU BCIHIIKaMU. “HebeCHbIiH
Mertann? O, TH 3Haellb, Kak CO3[4aTh U3 HETO OPyXKUe, HO He ero uMA? 3allOMHU XOPOLIEHbKO, B IATU
MUpax Mbl Ha3bIiBaeM ero boxkecTBeHHOU JcceHnuen.”

ABpuH Haxmypuicsa. “bBoxecTBeHHou Icceniuen?” [1ocne 0H BCIOMHUI CLIeHY, IOKa3aHHYI0 eMy
6orom, 0 3cceHLIUH ABYX OOTOB, CTOIKHYBIINXCSA APYT C IPYTOM BO BpPeMSs CO3[aHUS BCEJIEHHOM.

“HUtak, crmenyi 3a MHOM. YBepeH, Tebe UHTEPECHO ObII0 OBl Y3HATh IPUYHUHY CBOET0 HaX0XKIeHUS
3pech.” CenTHM IMOCMOTPET Ha Pa3bsIpEHHOTO0 IPEeAbAYIIUME felicTBUIMHU 3edupoHa. Centum
B3TJISIAOM T'OBOPHUJI TOMY, YTOOLI OH HE BMEIIMBAJICS MHa4e IMOCIeNCTBUS 3TOTO IJIst HETO OyAyT
y2KaCHBIMU.

3e(UpPOH XMBIKHY ¥ TYMaHHOM BCITHIIIKOM MCYe3. ABPUH, XOTS U OBIJT HACTOPOXKe, TTOHSII, YTO pa3
CenTuM 3HaAET O TOM, YTO OH YMeeT, TO U30aB/IsATLCS OT He I'o He cTaHeT. [l03ToMy OH IOoCenoBat 3a
CenTuMOM I10 ABOPLY.

OHM BBIIIIK U3 XOJI7Ia. ABPUH ITOPA3UJICS BETUKOJIenuio aBopia. OH yBUOET MHOXKECTBO IIBETOB U
yKpaleHu, ysugen Hebeca, MOAOepKUBaOIIMe IBOPEl], a TakXKe COeNUHSBIINE er0 C CafioM, I'ie
POCIU LIBETHL U JEePEBhsl TaKKe Ke CTaphle, Kak ¥ caMa IJlaHeTa. ApXUTEKTypa CTPOeHus Oblna
CTPaHHOM, HEMHOTO HallOMUHasla ApeBHerpedYecKue U pUMCKHe CTPOoeHus. ABPUH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI
HOCTAJIBTHIO.

ITo mopore oHu roBopunu ¢ CenTuMoM. ABPUH y3HAJ KMeHa BceX 060T0B, XOTS OH 3HAJ UM
3edupoHa, KOTOPOro 4yTh He yOuI. OH TakxXKe 3HaJl, YTO OCTAHOBUIIU ero Tuasok ¢ Mannaky, a
TaKxKe UMs TOro 00ra, C KOTOPEIM OH roBopuI, CenTuMa.

[Tpomina MuHyTa ¥ ABpUH ¢ CeITUMOM BOIIUIN B €T0 JIMUHBIEe TOKOK. KoMHaTa Oblla MyCcTOBaTOH,
BCET0 HECKOJIPKO ITPeaMeToB Mebeu, KPYIHBIN TPOH U MPEeKPACHBIA CTOJI, CUSBIINM, CIIOBHO HE(DPHUT.
Hy, u KoHeuyHO ke, OacceliH, yepe3 KOTOPHIHM OH Habmonasm 3a ABpUHOM.

Centum MaXHYII pYKOﬁ ny 0e0ro CTOJIa MOSIBUINCH CTYIIbA. On HOJIOH.IéJ'I, CéeJl Ha OOUH U3 HUX, U



TIOCMOTpEJ Ha ABpHHA, TIOTOM IIPOCTO IT0JI0KUIT Ha cTosl HebecHsrit MeTtamt. XoTs OT cTONa
MICXO[UJIO BEJIMKOJIEITHOE 6eJI0e CUSTHUE, TI0 CPABHEHNE C TMHUSMYU SHEPrUy Ha TJIEbe MeTasa, CTOJ
Ka3aJICs MyTHBIM U TPS3HBIM.

ABDPUH TIOMOIIEN U CeJl, MoJTya mocMoTpeB Ha HebecHeiit MeTasi, moToM Ha CenTuMa U IPOU3HEC.
“Hy, BOT MBI ¥ 3p€eCh. THl 3Haellb, 4TO 1 X04y b0oKeCTBEHHYI0 JCCEHLUI0, HO S He 3HAI0, YTO HYKHO
Tebe.”

CentuMm yiaeIOHYJICS, CIUIEN IAJIbLIbI, HA MIHOBEHHE 3aKPHII I'Jla3a U Iy00KOo B3TOXHYI. “TH
obnagaelib HaBOAAIIUMHE YKaC OPYKUSIMHU. ITa TBOSI KOCAa ¥ TOT BTOPO¥M ITPeAMeT, KOTOPHIH MOT
IPUKOHYUTH MEHS, eClii OBl ST 3aMellKasics Ha Mur.”

3pauku ABpUHa YMEHBIIUJIUCh, OH HAIPATCs. YCIBIIIaB 3TU cjioBa CenTuMa cpa3y II0CJIe ero
BoIpoca npo boxkecTBeHHYI JCCEeHLNI0, ABPUH MOHSAJ, YTO TOT 3HAET, U3 Yero OHU chenaHbl. Ho oH
OBLT B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE OT TOTO, YTO TOT yIoMsaHYJ JIumoc. OH MrHOBEHHUe TTOAyMasl Haf TEM, YTO
3Hauunu cnoBa CenTuMa IMpo TO, YTO OPYXKHKE MOTJIO €r0 MPUKOHYUTD, HO IIOTOM IIPUIIOMHUII, Kak
BaJKpa OTpearupoBaja Ha KjIeiMo Ha JI0y Xx03suHa. ABPUH JIMITh BEIaBUII YIBIOKY. “Mory ckasaTs,
YTO THI OITKOAEIIbCS, HO BCE-TaKX Ha BOIIPOC MOM THI HE OTBETHUI.”

Centum KuBHYJ. “Temepb Kak pas Mepexoxy K Hemy. 4 man Tebe MOHSTD ,YTO TH 00afaelb He
urpyimkamy, a boxecrserHsIM MeTaioM. Tl 3Haelllb IPUPOLY 3TOI'0 CTPAHHOTO0, KUBOTO MeTasia?”
Koe-uTo ABpuH 3HaJI, HO MIOAYMaJl, YTO 3HAET HEJOCTATOYHO, UTO My He IToMeIaso Okl O0JIbIIIe
cBefleHul. “He MoOTy cKa3aTh, UTO 3Hal0 MHOT0, pa3Be YTO OHO OBIJIO CO3AaHO B pe3yibTaTe 00paTHOM
PeaKIny I0CJie CTOJIKHOBEHHUS ABYX ITPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHEIX TMYHOCTEH 60T0B.”

OH He 3HAaJ, CMeAThCS €My WM IJIaKaTh, IOCKOIBKY OH 3HAaJI, YTO CJI0Ba ABpHUHA — OTPOMHOE
npeyMeHbleHue. “TlapeHs, MOCAyIIai. Y MeHs eCTh IJIaHBl IT0 CBOEMY PAa3BUTHUIO, MOTY Te0s
YBEPUTh, YTO €CJIU Thl MHE TIOMOXKEIIb, TO U Thl OT MEeHS HefalleKo OTCTaHellb. boxXeCcTBeHHas
JcceHIns Ha caMoM fiejie chOpMUPOBaHa CHUIIOH OOTOB.

B mpeBHeUIINX TeKCTaX BCEX IISTU BCEJIEHHBIX €CTh HECKOJIBKO YIIOMUHAHUU 0 boXXeCTBeHHOU
9ccennyu. Ha pa3HBIX g3bIKaX, HO BCe OHU CO3TaHEl B OMHO U TO XKe BpeMs. Bo BpeMs co3maHus
KaX[0T0 MHpa CYIIeCcTBaMH BEJIMKOM MOIIY, IIPEACTaBISIONMMY 6alaHC MUPOB, PaHT0B 0T HOBBIX
Boxects o KocMuyeckoro BeITus, MOHCTPOB 3a IIpefiejiaMy IIOHUMaHUA.

B 3THX IpeBHUX TEKCTaxX TOBOPUTCS O TeX, KTO OBIJI POXKIEH BO BpeMsI CO3[aHUs Kaxkaoro Mmupa. OHu
OBLIM CBUAETENSIMUA CTPAHHBIX COOBITHM, HECKOIBKO IPUPOIHLIX CYIIECTB yPOBHEHN KocMuyecKkux
BoroB CTONMKHYHUCH OIPYT C APYroM, OYATO TOTO ¥ XOTeIU. Byaydu B YUCTOM, €CTECTBEHHOM
COCTOSIHMY, OHU CJIMJIMCh APYT C APYrOM, pa3BajIdBIINCh BIIOCIEACTBUU Ha OCKOJIKK TOTO, YTO MBI
Ha3bIBaeM boxkecTBeHHOU JcceHIuen.”

“IIsaTh MupoB... Bananc MupoB?” B 3amemnIaTebcTBe MpoOopMoTan ABPHH, HO MTPOMOIKHUII CIYIIATh.
CenTuM MPOOOIKHUIL. “ITH pparMeHTH 00/1aal0T YaCTUIIAMK CUIEL. KaXKIBIl OCKOJIOK COIEPKUT B
cebe dacTh cuibl KocMuyeckoro BeiTus, KaXKblii 0CKOJIOK OBbIJT CO3MIaH CHJION [IBYX CYIIIECTB YPOBHS
KocMmuueckoro britus.

Thl 3HaEIIb CKOTBKO TaKUX CYIIEeCTB YpoBHS KocMu4eckoro BrITHS TOSABUIOCH C CAMOT'0 COTBOPEHUS
IISITY MUPOB U [0 cero OHs, ABpuH? HeKoTopkle CTOMb 2Ke CTaphl, Kak 3BE3[H B HeOe, UM MUJITMOHE
7eT. MHe BCero JUIIb HECKOIBKO COTEH THICSY JIET U JOCTUT CBOEU CTaguu Onaromaps YIIOPHOU
pabote u pecypcam.”

It ApBUH KaXmasi Kpynulla HHGopMaluy Oblyla Ha Bec 30710Ta. Ero cepaue 6umock 6eicTpo. ByoTo
€ro B3TJIS[ Ha MUP CTaJll CTPEMUTENIBHO pacimpsaThcs. OH 3HAJ, YTO U AyMaTh, HO TOHUMAJI, UTO



CenTuM He MPOCTO TaK eMy 9TO TOBOPHUT, II03TOMY OH MoJT4aj, 6yaTo roBopsi Centumy, 4TOOBI TOT
IPOJOJIKAJ. “ABPHH, €CTh BCEro Tpoe CyuiecTB KocMuueckoro BrITHSI, KOTOPHIE KUBH C COTBOPEHHUS
MUpa.

Bo Bcex msTu Mupax — JuIIb Tpoe. Hu oguH He yMep B CpaXKeHUH, HU OOUH He OblT YyHUYTOXKEeH. OHU
TaK CHJIbHBI, YTO €CJIX 3aXOTSAT MOTYT YIIPABJIATH /11000 BCEJIEHHOW ¥ HUKTO HEe OPOCHUT UM BHI30B. Y
Te0s eCTh OBa OPYKUS, CO3MAHHOTO U3 OCKOJIKOB CYIIECTB TAKOTO YPOBHS. THl IOHUMaeIlb, YTO
CHemaloT MPaBUTEIIH, eCJI Y3HalOT, YTO Thl ClIocoOeH KOBaTh OpyXkue u3 boxkecTBeHHON JcceHIu?”

ABpUH Ha MTHOBEHUeE IIOTPY3UJICS B TOPKECTBeHHOe MondaHue. OH MOT IIpefCcTaBUTh cebe CUIy 3TUX
TaK Ha3blBaeMEBIX IIpaBUTENel, HO eciu OHU ciiabee, ueM KocMuueckoe BriTue, T0 663 COMHEHUN, OHU
BCE PABHO HAXOAATCSI Ha YPOBHE €T0 JeAYIIKH, a MOXKET U CUIbHee. “OT0 MPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU MEHS
crout youBatb? KTo OBl UX He IOIYYUI, CMOXKET UX UCIIOIb30BaTh. f HE MOHUMar0-"

Centum npepsal ABprHA, OH 3aCMesJICs Tak, YTO OT ero X0X0Ta 3aApoxKall Bech ABopel]. “Xaxa,
xaxaxa! [TapeHb, TH XK€ He 3Haelllb, He Tak nu? HeBeposTHo! Hu 3a uTo 6 He moBepun.” Centum
IIoyecas HOC, ¥ PafoCTHO, a BMECTe C TeM U aJl4HO ITIOCMOTPeIl Ha ABPUHA.

“YBepeH, 4To ecnu OBl S 3HAJT HAMl YeM Thl CMEEIhCs, TO He OBl OBl ceiyac Tak pasgpaxkeH.”
OtBeTun ABpuH, He cOOMPasiCh Pa3fessaTh PagocTh CenTuMa OT 3TOM CUTyaluu. TOT IIOCMOTpPEN Ha
ABpuHa, B3s/1 BoXeCTBEHHYI0 DCCEHINIO, U TPOU3HEC. “BoXKecTBeHHas JCCEeHIUs, CO30aHHas U3
OBYX CTOJIKHYBIIKXCS ¥ CJIMBILIKXCS B €IUHOE CyIIeCTB YPoBHA BoxecTBeHHOTO BHITHA.
EnuncTBeHHas mpobiieMa B TOM, YTO HUKTO He MOXKET e€ HU I 4ero mpucrnocoduts. HUKTO He
MOXKET BIIUTATh €€ CUJTy, HUKTO HE MOXKET IIOTJIOTUTDb €€, BHIKOBATh U3 HEE OpyXKUe. BynTo TH
obagaelib CaMbIM BKYCHBIM (DPYKTOM, CKPHITEIM 3a HEITPpOOKUBaeMBIM CTEKIIOM. He BaxkHO Kak
CHJIBHO THI CTapaellbCsi, Tl HUKOTa He CMOXKEIb KOCHYThCA QPYKTa, a CUAAIINYN IIepefo MHOU
MOXKET CJIoOMaTh Oapbep U coxkpaTh GPYKT. CyIIecTBO, KOTOPOTO S JIETKO MOTY YOUTS.

Bort uTo 51 Tebe ckaxky, ABpuH. Ec/i KTO-TO U3 9TUX IIPpaBUTEJIEN y3HAET O TBOEU CIIOCOOHOCTH KOBATh
13 boXeCcTBeHHOU JCCEHINY OPYXKKe, TO OHU, CKOpee BCero, CaenamT HeuTo u3 cnenywiero. OHu
TIOTIRITAIOTCS TIOAPYKUTHCS C TOOOM, maTh TeOe BCE, YTO THl XOUelllb, TU00 OHU YOBIOT TeOS U3 CTpaxa,
YTO TH MOXKEIh HapyIIUTh OamaHC CHUI, TX00 MONBITAIOTCSA MOHSITh TBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTh, YTPOXKas TEM,
KOT'O THI JTIOOUIIb U CHENal0T BCE, IUIIE OBl IOHSTH IPUPONY TBOETo Hapa. Hy, ¥ HaKOHELl, OHU MOTYT
MaHHUITYILPOBaTh TOOOM KaK MaprOHETKOM, UCIIOJIL3YIOT COOCTBEHHEIE TEXHUKHY B HafleXkK/e Ha TO, UTO
CMOTYT Tak xe.”

ABpuH Haxmypusics. OH 4yBCTBOBasI cebst Tak, OyOTO BeCh MUP CBaNUIICSI Ha Hero. OH BCIIOMHUI
6ora, CyIIecTBO, KOTOpoe ObIJIO CUIbHEE BCEX, 110 CPABHEHHUIO C KOTOPHIM BCE OCTaJIbHBIE ObLIIN
IIeCYMHKaMH, 4TO 00JIbllle He OBILNT BIIEYATIIEH ITPABUTEISIMU.

ABpUH BHAMATEJIBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha CenTtuMa. “Y MeHs OCTaliCd OOWH BOMIPOC — YTO CAejaellb Thi?”
Centum mocMoTpes Ha ABpUHa cephe€3Hee, yIbI0Ka ucye3na ¢ ero nuta. “TlepBeii BapuaHT, KOHEYHO.
Hukorpa 65l He TomyMarl, 4To 3Ta pepMepckas maaHeTa, Ha KOTOPOX 0eraoT JIUIIL KPOIIeYHbIe
SIIEePULBI, POOUT ApaKoHa. TBOM CIOCOOHOCTU KpalHe MoJIe3Hb. YOUTh Te0s U3-3a TBOETO CepAla
On1710 OBI HAIIPACHOM pacTpaToi!”

ABpUH CTpaHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. BHe3amHo BCE mpoucxonusiiee Ha Cenmepuu 00peso 6oblie
cMbiciia. “®PepMepckas mnaHeTa? O 4éM TeI?” ABPUH He OTBETHII Ha IPOChOy o Apyxk0e CenTuma.
Ceiiuac eMy TpeOOBaIUCh OTBETHI.

“Ilymato, myutre 0ymeT Tebe moka3aTh.” 3acMesinicss CenTuM, Mocjie Yero OH BCTAJl U MIETKHYIT
nasbliaMu. [[Be PyHEI ITOf CTYI0M ABpUHA 3aCBETUIIHUCH, Yepe3 MIHOBeHHEe OHU 06a UCYEe3]IH.



Korpga sipkuii cBeT ucdes, CenTuM MIpOCTO OTTISIAENICS BOKPYT, HO ABPUH CMOTpen B yxkace. “YTo.....
'll

3TO 3a MecTo?...!!” OH, MPUBHIYHEIM K CIOPIPU3aM MOCIEOHUX THEH, CMOTpe C yXKacoM. [laxe B
CBOEM ITPOIIJIOM MUPE OH TAKOT0 HE BUJEJL.

B Ol"pOMHOfI KOMHATe, I'Te OHM HaXOOMIKCh, Ha KaXk[I0#i CTEHE Oblna HeOobIIas BBIEMKA, B KOTOpOfI
HaXO0OuJICA ITY3BIPE C CYIIECTBOM BHYTPH, BHYTPH OBLTO CyI1IecTBO Kaxpaoun Ppackhl, BKIIK04YasaA JPaKOHOB.
EOVHCTBEHHBIM OTIMYUEM OT IIPUBBIYHOI'O BUOa OBLITO TO, 4YTO y HUX HE OBITI0O KOHEYHOCTEH U B rpynou
3UdJIa JbIpa, a TaKXKe BCe OHU OBLITH MEPTBHI.

“3mech MBI coOOMpaeM U BCKphIBaeM Hallly CKOTUHY s Cepael QHUTMBL” ABPUH BUIE] MHOTO KPOBU
3a cBOI0 XKu3Hb. OH He 3HAJ KaK eMy pearupoBaTth Ha Takoe. OH C OTBpallleHueM CIJIOTHYII U
ocMmoTpersics. OH yBUAEN CTEHY C IMAThIO JIFOObMY, YeTBEPHIX OH He 3HaJl, HO MATYI0 ONHAXKABL BULEI.
Hous I'percona, Bnapenen Ha6mogatens Mansl, Jlapucca!

“CkotuHa? Ceppana dHurMe?” HakoHel] oH BCE MOHSI. CMBICIT B TIOSIBIIEHUM TAKOT'0 MHUPa CTall eMy
siceH. [Touemy erré 6oru OBl TPATUIIM CBOE BpeMsI 3[1eCh, KOT{Ia OHM MOTJIX OBl OTIIPABUTHCS B IPYTHE
MeCTa ¥ pa3BUBaThCS.

“BepHo. { npepncrasnsio ppakuuio Koponsa JlecTrHa, O0HOTO U3 YETBEPHIX IpaBUTENEeN 104 HadyaaoM
HwmnepaTtopa AgpuHUYCa, OOHOTO U3 YeTBEPHIX MOHAPXOB, YIIPaBIAIIIEr0 3TUM MUPOM, 3aK0OH 3[eCh
— 370 cuna. CuepBa Mbl C BOCEMBIO OCTAJIbHEIMU 60raMy IOTePSIHHO OPONUIIM BOKPYT, ITOKa He
Hamu Kopons JlectuHa.

ABpHH, MOXKET, 9Ta BCeJIeHHAsl ¥ caMasi MOJIOfasi, HO HeJIb3sI CKa3aTh, YTO HAIH POXKIEHHEIE
eCTeCTBeHHBEIM criocobom 6oru cnabsl! Koponb JlecTun OB Ha rpaHulle Mexknay Bricimum BoxkecTBoM
u CrapumuM BoxkecTBoM. Be3 coMHeHUH, Termepb OH HAMHOT'O CUJIbHee, M3-3a 9TOM CHJIKI MBI U HCKaJIH
ero 3alIuTH, B 00MEH Ha KOTOPYIO OH faJl HaM 3amganue. immepaTop Agpunuyc man Kopomo JlecTuny
Cemena 2Ku3Hu, KOTOPHIE OH IOJTYYMII U3 HEU3BECTHHEIX UCTOYHUKOB.

M3-3a 9TUX CeMsH, faHHBIX HaM KoponéM JIeCTHHOM C 3aJaHueM HaXOdUTh CYLIECTB CO
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM DHHUT'MBI ¥ IPUHOCUTE UX €My KaXK[ble IPUMEPHO THICSIYY JIeT, ¥ HAac He OBII0
BEIOOPA. MBI IIPOBEIN HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIET B IMOKMCKAX IMOOXOMASINEH IIIaHeTH, KOPOIb HaM HEMHOTO
nomorars. Mul o0Hapyxkunu dyanamMeHnTanbuyio [Inanetry Cenmepuun, KoTopas He Obljia TaKoi
IIpeKpacHoOM, KaK KpacuBa OHa ceirdac. C momomipio 3Tux CeMsiH 2KM3HU MBI CMOTJIM CO3[aTh PaCHI,
KOTOpPHIE TH 3Haelllb.

ABpPUH COYYBCTBOBAJI BCEM pacaM U XKUBHIM cyiiecTBaM Cenepuu. Mx cyiiecTBoBaHMe He OBLITO
6e3001auyHbIM. MIX cO37anu, BEIPACTUIIM U3 KAKUX-TO CTPAHHBIX CEMSTH, OHU OBIITH CKOTUHOM IS
TIOSIBJIEHUS JTIOJIeH CO CITOCOOHOCTSIMHU DHUTMBI, KOTOPHIX OTIABaJIM KAKOMY-TO KOPOJTIO.

“Bot Tak, ABpuH, mocje 00bsICHeHHUS IPUYHH IOTEHIIMAIBHOT0 HHTepeca APyrux 60roB K Tele, 5
IyMalo, YTO €CJIX Thl TPUCOEIUHUINILCS K (GPaKIuu, TO 3TO OyAeT BHITOMHO He TOJIbKO MHe, HO U Tebe!
3abynpb 00 aTOM KpoleyHoU mnaHeTe. OmHaXK OB Tl CMOXKEIb My TelIeCTBOBAaTh Ky/la 3aXx04ellrb, 60Tu
He OynyT To60M KOMaHIOBATh.

ABpuH Mon4a pasMbIisi. [Ipennoxenue CentuMa ObIJIO HEIIJIOXUM, HO OH ¥ €T0 KOPOJIb OBLIH
OTBPaTUTENbHE ABpPUHY. TOT ¥ caM He OB CBATHIM, HO ecu Obl MOT IIOMOYb TeM, KTO B 6efie u
HUYEM IIPU 9TOM He KepPTBOBATh, TO IoueMy Obl He ToM04Yb? TOTBKO caMble 3Jibie ¥ OeccepaeyHble
CyIIlecTBa He IIOMOTYT B TAaKOM CJIy4ae.

ABpI/IH COGI/IpaHCSI OTBeTHUTh. Ilocse oH IIOCMOTPEII BOaJlb U €TI0 Cepaie CxKaJloCk. On YBUIEII I/IH.IaHy,
JEPXKAIIYI0 PYKY HA[ GGCHYBCTBGHHLIM TEeJIOM MaJlbYMKa, He CIIUIIKOM OTJINYaBIIerocs ot Kasmsd.
ABpI/IH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha €ro TEeJIO, HaIIPATCA U TeJIEIIOPTHUPOBAJICA C IIOMOIIIBIO CBOET0 BoxecTBeHHOTO



YysctBa. OT 3Toro CenTuM CHOBa 3alaHUKOBaJ, mobexkas K ABpUHY, OSIBUBIIEMYCS TT03aau MInaHs,
HO OCTAHOBWJICS, YBUMEB, YTO 3aAyMasl ABPUH.

WimaHa, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBABIIASCS Ha TOM, YTOOHI BEITAIIIUTL HEOOJIBIION IIap CBETa U3 PYKHU IOHOIIIH,
BHE3aITHO OTJIeTesla, Bpe3aBIIuCh B cTeHy. OHa IPOoKaIIsiack KPOBbIO, Ha JiKile ObII0 HATMCAHO
pasouapoBanue. OHa X0Tejla 00pyraTh TOTO, KTO Ha Heé Hamasl, KeM OBl OH HU OblJI, HO KOT'[la YBUIEela
ABpHHa, CMOTpEBIIIET0 Ha Heé C XKaxol yOuBaTh, TO IOHSNA, TouyeMy 3epupoH HUYETo He chesal
IIoCjIe ero HamageHus. 3eUpoH OB He U3 TeX, KTO Bo3{epKascs Okl OT IPOBOKAIUY ITOCTIEe TOTO,
KaK Ha Hero Hamaju, 4To Okl eMy HYU Iprka3an CentuM. Ho Teneps, riagas Ha ABpuHa, UinaHa
TIOHSIJTa, YTO He ABPHUH IOTHOHET, €CJIM OHA CPA3UTCS C HUM.

“Y... Yrto Trl menaemb!?” [Tpokpuyasna XKeHIMHa. ABpHH He oOpallias Ha He€ BHUMaHUS ITIOCMOTPEI
Ha MaJibYyuKa, YBUAEB, KaK IIap CBETA BEPHYJICS 00paTHO B €r0 PyKy. ABPHUH y3Has ero. 3To 6bl1 OpaT
Asme, npaBHyK [llumapy. AMuac, KOTOphIY OOKeH OBUI HallPaBUTLCS B akKafeMuio ['en, HO BMecTe
3TOTO OKa3aJcs 3[ech. ABPHHOM OBJIafesio riy6okoe coxanenre. OH HUKOTTA XOPOIIO K 3TOMY
Ma/IbYUKy He OTHOCHUJICS, XOTS TOT U NBITAJICSA IOAPYKUTHCS C ABpUHOM. ABPHH NOgyMaJl, 4To AMuac
MoT OBI CTaQT BeJTUKUM [Ipu3paydHbIM.

ABpuH nopHsAn pykKy, TymMaHHada [IbIMKa yCTpeMUIach K mapy JIapuccel, y3slpb 0OTOPBAJICSA OT CTEHEL
1 noyieTes K ABpuHy. “Ec/ii CHOBa KOCHEIIBCS 3THX ABYX, KTO ObI TaM HU HaXOJHUJICS, 5 IIPOCTIEXKY,
4yTOOBI yOUTH KaK MOXKHO 00JIbIlle OOTOB IIpeXK[e, YeM BH yCIIeeTe MEHS OCTQHOBUTE....”

CenTuM BOCIIPUHSAI 3Ty YIPo3y Bcepbe3. OH He 3HaJ, HACKOJIbKO CUIEH OBl ABPUH, HO ITOHSJI, YTO
OpyKue, C KOTOPHIM OH BCTPETHJICA ITapy JIeT Ha3af, ObUI0 CII0COOHO MOTJIomaTh ero MaHy Ha
HEBEPOSITHOM cKOpoCTU. OH He TOJIbKO MOHSJ, YTO ABPUH MOXKET YOUTh HECKOIbKUX U3 HUX, HO faxke
IIPEATION0XKHUII, YTO TOT MOXKET YOUTh UX BCEX.

“ABpUH, IoXkKasnyiicra, ycrnokoics. [JaBall He 6yieM MOBTOPSATH TO, UTO yKe Oblio. Miana He 3HaIa,
YTO 3TH [BO€ OLIIM TBOMMHK 3HAKOMBIMH. ECu Ieso B 3TOM, TO MOXKeIrb 3a0paTh ux ¢ co0oi.”

ABpuH nnocMoTpen Ha Hirany, KoTopas X0Ts U 60s71ach ero, cxaja 3y0sl, XMypo OTPSIXHYJIAach U
KpUKHYyJa. “[lyMaens, 1 9Toro xouy?! Kak nHaue s MOTy BEIKUTH? f MOJIKHA [ejlaTh MO0 YacTh
paboTri!” PaccTpoeHHasi 60ruHS ypoBHS TomoBoro HoBoro boxkecTBa BHE3aIMHO BHIIYCTHIIA CBOIO
MaHy, KOMHaTa 3afipozkaJia, II0cjie 4Yero oHa XMBIKHYJIa ¥ MCcUe3jia BO BCIIHIIIKE Oe0To CBeTa.

“3T10 TBOE mpemmoxenue... OHO 3aMaHYMBOE, 3TO IIPaBAa, HO TaKWe CIIOCOOBI, KAKMMH BEI
ylnaxkuBaeTe [eJI0, MHe He HpaBATCA. Ho 9 He IPUBHIK IPUHUMATh PEIIeHNs HAaCleX, I03TOMY g X094y
Tebst cupocuTh, CentuM. TH He YYBCTBYeIllb HU CThIla, HU TPYCTH M3-3a TOT'O, YTO Aejaelllb C STUMHU
mogbMu?”’

CemnTuM IOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO PA3TOBOP MIAET HE B Ty CTOPOHY, B KaKyi0 eMy OBl X0TeoCh. “Kak u
cKas3asa MimaHa, MH leflaeM TO, YTO He0OXOIKMMO MIJIs BRIXKUBaHUA. EcTh MHOT0 B0XeCTB, MOg00OHEIX
HaM, MBI He SIBJISIEMCSI OCOOEHHEIMH, BCET0 JIUIIb PAOOTHHKY Ha OGHOPa30BoH depme. [TpaBEl MBI HIIH
HET, K 9TOH ¥ BCe OCTAIbHBEIM MHpPaM OTHOCHTCS IIPABUIIO «eIllb UK OyObh CheNeHHEIM». IIpaBaa B
TOM, 4YTO €CTh CHUJIBHBIE U €CThb CJ'Ia6]:>Ie, CUIIbHBIE YCTAHABJIMBAIOT IIPABUIJIA, CH&6BI€, TaKHue KaK MEHI,
UM TIOOYMHSIOTCS.” ABPHH He MOT 3TOr0 OTpuliaTh. CenTUM ORI IIPaB, HO €0 CJI0BA OCTABUIIH BO PTY
ABpuHa ropbKuii MpuBKyC. OH BCIIOMHMIT [IpU3pavyHEIX, MX MPUYKUHLL, KAK OHU TOBOPUIIH, YTO OOTH
OCTABHJIM UX, XOTS Ha caMoM fejie 6oru BooObie He 0eCIIOKOUIHCh 0 Bcel Cenepun.

ABpUH MOHAJ, YTO TaKKe, Kak Te MOHapxu 1 Koposb JIeCTUH MO3BONSAIOT TaKKE BEld, KaK
pas3BefeHre cnabbIX IOJIb30BaTeIed DHUTMHEI He MTPOCTO TakK. C TaKMMU JTIOIbMU OPYXKHUTH OH HE
xoTesl. Takue JTIOU Cpa3y Ke IBIPHYT ero HOXKOM B CIIMHY U U30aBsITCSI OT HETO KaK TOJILKO OH UM He



OymeT HyxkeH. K TOMy ke HYKHO TapaHTUPOBATh U HETPUKOCHOBEHHOCTh CBOMX JIIOAEHN. DTO 3HAYUIIO,
YTO YEeM MEHbIIIE OH O HUX 3HAeT — TEM JIy4lIle.

“3TOT MUp [ONKeH ObITh OTPOMHBIM. MoXkeTe CKa3aTh, HACKOJILKO XOPOIIIO CIIPsiTaHa 9Ta IjaHeTa?”
OcTopoxHO cupocusl ABpyH. CenTM MrHOBeHUe nogyMaii. “Eciy TpeBOXKUIILCS O T€ CUIBHBIX
CylecTBaX, To He Hafo. C Tex IIop Kak 3Ta IjlaHeTa cTana ¢pepmoir, MoHapx AfIpUHHUYC U3[all yKa3 0
HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH 3TOM YaCTH BCEJIEHHOW, YTO 3HAUUT, YTO TOT, KTO HANafET Ha MJIaHeTy,
pa3BsaXKeT BOMHY C HUM. K TOMy ke MBI He TakK yXK [ajieK0 OT CaMoro Kpas BCEJIEHHOU.

“UneanbHo.” ABpUH XUTpPO yNbIOHYICA. “CenTuM, fecaTh neT. [Jall MHe JecsTh JIeT IMOAyMaTh Haf
TBOMM IIPENJIOKEHNEM U TI0clie 5 JaM o0TBeT.” CelTUM HaxXMypHUJICcs. XOTS Y HETO ¥ OCTaJIbHBEIX OBITIO
elllé BPeMSI 10 BCTPeYH C mpencTtaButenssMu Kopons JlecTuHa, gaxe [Jst Hero, Briciiero BeiTus,
BpeMs 3TO ObLJI0 MPUIUYHEIM. “[lecaTs eT... [lonroBato, ApBuH.”

Y ABprHa, KOHEYHO, OBIN MTaH. XOTSI eMy HYXKHO OBIJIO BpEMS IJISAT OTO, YTOOHI yIIaAUTh CBOU [Iela,
ceiidac y Hero He GbIJIO BEIOOPA, TOIBKO TPEHUPOBATHCS U TPEHUPOBATHLCS, TIOKA OH HE CTaHeT
HACTOJIbKO CHUJIEH, UTO He OymeT 605Thcst 9TUX 60r0B. OH OBIT YBEPEH, UTO Yepe3 JeCSATh JIET CMOXKET
IIPOUTH BCe ypoBHU TéMHOU CTafguu U JOCTUTHYTh yPOBHS CenTuMa, a TaM OH CIIPaBUTCS CO BCEMH
HUMH Kak crpaBuics ¢ Hocutensamu Curunia.

ABpuH He cobupascs ocTaBaThCsl Ha Cenepun mosbline HeobxoguMmoro. Ha caMoM ferne oH xoTen
yIaKoBaTh BeIllX ¥ OTBECTH CBOUX JIIOJle! KaK MOXKHO faJblle, Ty[a, I'le HeT HUKOTO. TOIbKO TaM y
€ero JIfofeil MoIBUTCS 6e301MacCHOCTh, @ y HEr0 — HEMHOTO CIIOKOMCTBHUS.

“IlaTh neT, HO TOTfa 5 X04y U boxkecTBeHHYI0 JcceHnno.” YemexHyncsa ABpuH. CenTUM HaxMypUIICsS
1 3agyMarcs. OH 3HaJl, 4TO CIOCOOHOCTH ABpPHHA TOTO CTOSIT, HO He OBl yBepeH. OH BUEI TEMIIHI
pa3BuTUs ABpPUHAE, €ro IPUPOCT B CUJIe BCEr0 3a HECKOJIBKO JIeT IIyrajl, HO OH 3HaJl, YTO He CTOUT
CTaHOBUTHCS €r0 BParoM.

“ABpHH MTOMMH MOIO TIO3UIIKIO. §1 ITPOCTO IBITAIOCh BRIXKKUTH. Befb 3TO He rpex, He Tak jau? Tpu roma u
s maM Tebe a1y rbIby. OT He€ OgHOM MOHAPXU COLIIU OBl C YMa OT XXKagHOCTU. MeHs Obl HaKa3alu
cpa3y, KakK TOIbKO OBl y3HAmu. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO MOJIB3LI OT HETO HET Celvac, 3TOT METAJII
cuuTaeTcs: OeCIeHHEIM COKPOBHUIIIEM, KOTOPEIM 00/IalaTh MOTYT TOJIbKO T€ CUIBHEHINNE CYIIeCTBa.
MHe 10Be3710, YTO HUKTO He 00HapyXKuJ, 4To g o01agai OfHOM I'Is00M.”

ABpuH nopymar. “-Korga BepHych, faMm Témuble Cepatia nomensbine Kaamo ¢ Acypoit. OHU CMOTYT
cTaTh MupryeckKoro ypoBHs, Ioka 5 Oyay 3aHuMaThcs Jlapuccoir u AMracoMm, a Takxke A3pasiieM.
Hapetocs, Illumapy u Jlunus B nopsigke. Kaxxnas cekyspna Ha cuety. C atuMm HebecHriM MeTanmom,
cepauem Opouu ¥ TpeMs romaMu, s 6yay Ha MO3mHeN Uiy TornoBoi TéMmHou Ctaguu. A Korga 3ToO
CIIYYUTCS, KaK 3TU TaK Ha3blBaeMhble 00T MeHS OCTAaHOBST?-"

CenTuM npucTaabHO CMOTpeN Ha ABpuHa. OH HEMHOTO HepBHUYal. HUKOra, Jaxe B CaMbIX CMEJIBIX
MedTax, He MOT OH IIOAyMaTh, UTO B PYKH €My IIOIaflETCS TaKOU 30JI0TOM I'yCh, HO CJI0Ba ABpHHA
IIpepBajd ero Pa3MbIIIIeHus.

“¢ cornacen.” BeimaBun ynelOKy ABpuH, mocMoTpeB Ha Centuma. He Ha Hero, Ho Ha HeGecHbli
MerTarn B ero pyKe, OH elll€ He 3HaJl, YTO IOJTyYUThCA U3 3TOr0 cnuTKa. Ecnu Actapot u JIuMoc Obin
JIUIIL OCKOJIKaMu KocMuueckoro BHITHS, TO KaKUMU K€ MOILIHBIMU OyIyT OPYXKUS, KOTHa OH COOEPET
BCE OCKOJIKU?
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