B cTrapuHHOM, 3apocIieM ITONIOM 30aHUH, YbK CTEHH XPaHUJIU TalHH BeKOB, POOMH HEBOIBHO
3abecnokounack. OHa B3TJISIHY/A HA MBaHa, KOTOPHIM LIETT PSIOM, U IpolienTana:- Jlopg MBaH, aTu
3MaHUS... OHU BBITJISOSAT OUeHb IPEBHUMU. MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO pyHHBEI?X TOIBKO YTO MPOIYCTHII
CTpax, ¥ OHU OKal3aluch BHyTpU. Mucc Ilaiipnu, KoTopas gojikHa Oblna OBIT C HUMU, O0CTalach
CHapyXH, pa3rHeBaHHasd TeM, YTO OXpaHa He nycTusa ee. Kak xe Tak? Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXKHO, 4TO
9Ta MalieHbKas OeBYOHKa MOXKET IIPOMTH, a OHa, UX KOHTAKTHOe K10, - HeT? HeBeposaTHoe geno! Ho
Tavipnu Jlus 6vina 6eccunbHa. CTpaXkHUKY, TocaaHHble [19Thi0 CTapeimuHaMy, OB HeYMOJIUMEL
U He NIPU3HaBa/IM HUKOT0, KpoMe cBouXx. He pas crmydanochk, uto HeGecHrle [IpaKOHHI ITBITANTACH
IIPOPBATHLCS CIOMlA, HO UX OTYUTHIBAJIM, U OHU, O0MKeHHBIe, OexKaju KanoBaThCs [1AThI0
CrapeiimuHaMi, KOTOPBEIE TOIBKO NO0aBIISIIN Macjia B OTOHb. Ilocye 9Toro HUKTO 60Jbllle He TTOCME]
HapylaTh TPAHUIY 9TOr0 MecTa. JT0 OblyIo u3BecTHO BceM HebGecHbIM [[pakoHaM, HO, TOMUMO [1saTu
CrapeiimvH 1 ViBaHa, HUKTO He pelllajics HapyllaTh 3TH MpaBuiia. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OHH,
BO3MOZKHO, 3JTUIUCD U3-3a 9TOr0, OHU OBy OeccumnmbHbl. Ho ceftyac ¢ HuMu Obinia PoOuH, 4TO
no0aBJIsiyio ete 0OJIbIle BOIIPOCOB. - £ 3Mech JOBOILHO JABHO, HO He 3HA0. 30eCh XKUBET MOS
KpecTHas. - KpectHas? Math Jlopna iBana? - PoOuH Oblta youBineHa. OHa 3Hasa, YTO OH OBII
eIUHCTBEHHLIM pebeHKOM B ceMbe MBaHa, HO ¥ Hero Oblyla KpecTHasi, U, Cy[s II0 BCEMY, OHa Oblsia
OYeHb BIUSATENIbHOM MEPCOHOM. Y, MOKET OBITh, 3TO... IBaH He CTal MPoaonIXKaTh 00bSICHATE. OH
TOJIBKO KUBHYJI U MIPOOOJIXKUJ UATH, €ro JIUI0 OBIJI0O CEPhe3HBIM. 3aUueM KpecTHast 3Bajia Pooun?
Xouet ¥ OHa ee youts? Het, 3T0 OBI7I0 ManmoBeposiTHO. Eciiu OB OHa XOTesIa cueaTh e YTO-TO
I710X0€, OHa OBl He MPOCHUJIA ee OCTaThCS. A MOXKeT OBITh, € Hy:KHa ITOMOIIsL PoOUH B ITepeBofie Yero-
T0? Ho 3T0 OBIIIO OHI e111e 6onee cTpaHHEIM. KpecTHast, ckopee Bcero, xkuita 6omee 800 net Hasap,.
3auyeM el IOMOILB B TEpeBOe 3TOM AeBoYke? Ho, He3aBUCUMO OT OTBeTa, FBaH 4yBCTBOBAJ TPEBOTY.
OH cmac Pobus, crermanbHo ocTaBuB Colla mo3aau, 4ToORl OHa He MOTJIa IpefaTs ero. Y BOT Temneps,
€CJIX YTO-TO CIIy4uTcs ¢ PobuH, 9To OymeT Gombioi motepei. - BaH, - pa3masicst TUXHUH TOJI0C,
UCXOMSIINHI OT TPOHA, PACIIOI0KEHHOT0 BIEpear. 3BYK OBLI efiBa CJIBILIIEH, HO B 3TOM THIIWHE OH
Kazasics 0ojlee YeTKUM U Jaxke HeMHOTO MUCTHYECKHM, ITI09ToMy PoOuH HepBHMYasa. Ho Korma oHa
yBH[IeNa mepen cobol mpeKpacHoe, MUCTAYECKOe CYIIeCTBO, OHa Oblsia mopaxeHa. [IoToMy 4TO OHa
BRITJISAfIe/Ia TOpa3fo MoJioXkKe, UeM OHa oxupaasna. PoOuH mymara, 4To 3TO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe,
JKeHIIIMHA CPeHUX JIEeT, COPOKa JIET, HO, II0 €€ BHEITHEMY BU[Y, €[Ba JIM MOXKHO OBIJIO IaTh el
OosbIlle IBAALATH IMSTU WU OBAOIATH 1eCTH. Ecu Ol He 3pesible YepTHl JIWIla, OHa MOTJjia OBl
Ka3aThCs elrle Mojioxke. ITo "KpecTHas" Jlopma MiBaHa? - KpecTHas, 4To Tebe OT MEHST HyKHO? - KaK
U Bcerfa, MiBaH mpuBeTCTBOBaJ VIMM C ynbIOKO# U mofdolnes K Hed. PoOuH 11a 3a HUM. UMM
BRITJIsIfIe/Ia TOUHO TakK e, Kak paHbine. OHa gaxe Oblla ofleTa B Ty XKe caMylo ofiexny. ViBaH Bumen
ee Oojlee mecsiTH JIET, HO ee ofiexk/a Bcerna Oblyla yucTor u Oe3ynpeuyHoi. OHa cusiia HEXKHBIM
671eCKOM U M3JTy4asa TOHKHMHM apoMaT, KOTOPBIM YCIIOKAWBaJ ero. - OTO He Th, a OHa, Huko PobuH, -
VMM He cTaja mpefaBaThCsl BOCIIOMUHAHUSAM, KaK 00BIYHO, a cpa3y ke obpaTunach K PobuH,
3aCTaBUB UX 000MX B3IPOTHYTh. ITO OBIIO MpeficKa3yemo. Eciu 661 UMM X0TeNna yBUETh TOJIBKO
MBaHa, TO 0Ha OBl IPOCTO TOMPOCHIIA €TI0 MPUNTH. 3a4eM 3BaTh elre u Pobun?- [IpocTUTe, 9YTO BaM OT
MeHs Hy&KHO0? - PoOuH, ofeTas B IylaThe TOPHUYHOM, He BhIpakaja HUKaKUX sMouuii. Ee cioBa Oblu
YBaXKHUTEIbHBIMY, HO TOH OB HeXapaKTEePHO CIIOKOMHBIM. ECliu OHa JoragblBaeTCs MPABUIBHO, TO...-
[Tpukas pa3pywuts Oxapy oTgana ... KOHeYHO, 9TO OHa OTHajla NIPHUKa3.JTu 3[aHus, KaK U CTPOTUU
TIOPSINOK, YCTAHOBJIEHHBIHM CHAPYXKH, YK€ T'OBOPSAT 0 HEOOBIYHOCTH 3TOTO MeCTa.A TO, UTO OHA CUOUT
Ha TaKOM OT'POMHOM TPOHE, I0Ka3kIBAEeT, YTO €€ CTaTyC HECOMHEHHO HeoOHYeH.- ... 4 3Hal0, Tak
II04YeMy Ke ThI He IIOTIPOCHTIa MeHs IPUNTHU ceiidac?IIpocTo xouelns MeHs yOouTh? Uimu, 4To elme
Jydlile, IpegynpenuTs MeHsa?B o0mieM, Ha yM IPUXOOAT TOJIBKO 9TU [Ba BapHaHTa...- Thl X04Yelllb
y3HaTh ImpaBay o mupe?- 3? x2Ho Te, 4To ckalana MMM crenyromuM, 3acTaBuio PoOuH u MiBaHa 110
CTOpPOHAM C HefoyMeHMeM 3acThiTh! OHA cobupaeTcs eit pacckasaTh 3T0? Takoe?!
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