Ucnensromiasa Marus [Iluta u BIIPAMBb OnlTa HeBepOﬂTHOfI.

Bcero muims CKOHIIEHTPUPOBABIIKNCH HA MIHOBEHHE, OH ITOJTHOCTBIO U3JIEYNIT TIXKEITEIE PAHbI
IEeBYIIKH.

Korpga 3alleKIIYIOCA KPOBb CTEPJIN, BHEITHOCTh OEBYIIKH CTalld OTYETIIUBO BH[OHA.

[ITMHHEBIE, OO II0sCa, 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH], IINHHEIE PECHHUIIBI 1 TOHKKE DYKH U HOT'H, da TaKXKe
OeslocHeXKHas KoXa U MHUJIOBUOHBIE YEPTHI JIKIIA.

— Bay, Takas XKe KpacuBasi, Kak ApuH.

HYCTL JaXe CpaBHEHHUE IIJIO C MY}K‘{I/IHOfI, TaK HJIM MHaye, 9TO Obl/Ia IIOTpsACaIolasAa KpaCaBuIla.

Haxe CeTHH, MPUBHIKIINY K KpacoTe AprHa U yxke He oOpallaBIIiui BHUMaHUS Ha XKEHIIHNH,
CTJIOTHYJI, UTO y2K TOBOPUTH O APYTUX.

Kak 6b1 TO HU OBLIO, PaHBl 3aKUIH, TTopa OYAUTh.

CeTHH OCTOPOXKHO IOTPSIC OEBYILIKY.

— Ou, nmpocTture?

— MMM...

W3pmaB TUXUH CTOH, AJEBYIIKaA MeJJIEHHO OTKPELIJIA I''Ta3a.

fAcHrle rony0ble TIa3a Ha MTHOBEHUE OTJISIIENMCh, a 3aTeM, IIOJIHbIe CTpaxa, 3agpoKaJu.

— AX, r-roe g...7

— Ycnoxko#Tecs. Brl B 6€30IIaCHOCTH.

CeTHH IOCTapasics YCIOKOUTh €€ KaK MOXKHO 6oJiee ApyKer00H0H YIbIOKOM.

OrnsigeB ApuHa U ero CIIyTHUKOB, JeBYIIKa B3[OXHYyJa U OIIyCTHUJIa TOJIOBY.

— He pymana, 4To B TakOM MecTe KT0-To OynmeT. Criacu6o.



Masneph! y He€ OBIIM LOBOILHO U3bICKaHHLIE, HO FOHE 3TO He TIOHPaBUJIOCh.

Brpouem, HEYIUBUTEIHHO, Belb U3-3a 3TOM IEBYOHKU OHU YyTh HE CTAJIM UMIIEPCKUMU
IIPECTYITHUKAMU.

Ona X0710HO CIIpOCHIIa:

— Ham-To He 3a 4TO Bac OnarogapuTh. He 3Hai0, YTO MPOM3OIIIIO, HO, ITOX0KE, BEI COBEPIINIH
TSXKKOE ImpecTymnenue. He cobupaeTech coaBaThCs?

— Kak T®I pa3roBapuBaelns, FOna?

YupekHyB feByuky, CEeTUH CIIPOCUTI BMECTO HEE:

— Xorernock Obl MPOSICHUTH CUTYalXIO... HeT, cHavana Hy>KHO IIPeACTaBUThCS, 9TO OYIEeT BeXKIUBO. 51
— CetuH u3 poga CapacpeiHOB. A Kak 30BYT Bac, MUJIEU?

HeBy'HIKa IIprBEJIa B IIOPAOOK HCIIAYKAHHYIO OOEXKY, FHY6OKO BOOXHYJIa U MEOJIEHHO 3arOBOpPHUIIA:

— Mesns 30ByT CeneHa. CeneHa AnakauH [lenecteiina Kakunnaug.

PTHI BCcex IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIHUX PACKPBIIIUCE OT YOUBIIEHHU .

Kpome Apun, koneuno. OHa Befib Bceryia Obljia HEBO3MYyTHUMa.

[Tut mpo6opmoTar ¢ mo6IeTHEBIIUM JIUIIOM:

— JI-OIUHHOE UMH...

OmHO 9TO HEBEPOSITHO MIMHHOE UMS He OCTABIISIIO COMHEHHUH B TOM, UTO HEBYIIKa OblJIa HEe U3
IIPOCTHIX.

Ho 10, 9TO OHa CcKa3aja moToMm, ObIJI0 emle 6onee YAUBUTEIbHBIM:

— Emé HeckonbKo mHel Ha3ad MeHs Ha3wiBanu CeneHol, KoponeBoi Maruu 10KHOTO UMIIEPCKOTO
OKpyTa.

B oTnuune ot ApuHa, KOTOPHIH Tymo cTosi ctoiooM, nuua FOwe, [Tuta u CeTuHa mobaeqHeny, Kak
TOJIBKO JIeBYIIKA 3aKOHYUJIA TOBOPUTD.
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HWwmnepusda ['alaHec — orpoMHas UMIIepus, IPeBOCXOAsIIas 10 pa3Mepy B HECKOJIBKO pa3 faxe Cor3
[lectu KoponescTs Xeupa.

YnpaBnsiTh BCell 3TOM OIPOMHON TEPPUTOPHEN OIHOMY YeJI0BEKY OBIZIO IPaKTHUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO.

[ToaToMy umnepus Obiia GakKTUUECKU pa3felieHa Ha MSATh TOCYHapCTB, KOTOPHIMU YIIPABIISIIH:
UMIIePATOP ¥ YeTBePO HaMECTHUKOB.

HWMnepckue 3eMiu B LIEeHTPE, KOTOPLIMU IIPaBUJI HEIHEITHKM uMIepatop ['aiianeca Poxunac Kpemnn
lananec.

W nuyHble BnameHus T-I(%TpréX HaMEeCTHHMKOB MMIIEPHH, Ha KOTOPBI€ OEJINJIaCh UMIIEPUA — BOCTOK,
3allaf, I0r U CeBED.

[IpaBuTens BOCTOYHOTO OKpyra, Myapsaiil Koponb 3exup Anakans CepuoHein XaiiageiHar.

[IpaBuTens 3anagHoro okpyra, Kopons-soutens Jlapro AnakauH OpelicHe [IUTeHpPOCTUH.

[TpaBuTenpHULa 102KHOTO OKpyTa, Koponea Maruu Cenena Anakaus [lenecterina Kakunnaif.

[IpaBuTens ceBepHOro okpyra, Kopomnb-xkpe1 bpopeun Anakaus Toyn CekuHaT JIauKpup.

Cormacurech, 3TH JIIOOU KaXKyTCS He COBCeM OOBIYHBIMU, HE TaK JIu?

Wx numeHna HEBEPOATHO OJIMHHEIE, a TUTYJIBI IIEpeq HUMH HE ME€HEee YIUBUTEJIbHEIL.

KoHeuHO, 3T ATUHHBIE HMeHa, 0003HaYaIe UMIIEPHUIO, POJI, UX CIaBy U 005S3aHHOCTH,
MCIT0/Ih30BA/ICh TOJILKO Ha O(UIMATIbHEIX MEPOIIPUSITUSIX U OBIITH COBEPIIEHHO HEM3BECTHEI
mpocToMy Hapomy. [la ¥ He GbIIO IypPaKOB, KOTOPEIe ObI 3aTIOMUHATIN 3TH IIMHHEIE HMEHA.

axe uMIepaTop UMIIEPUHU He MOT UX 3allOMHHKTh. 3aUueM UMIlepaTopy 3a0uBaTh cebe TOJI0By TaKOM
epyHOo#? YV Hero u 6e3 TOro fes MoJIHO!

Mynpsii Koponb, Koponbs-BouTens, KoponeBa Maruu, Koposb-Kpel — BOT U BCE.

Tak uny nHade, 3TU JTIOOU IIPpaBUIIA OCTAaBIIEHCST YaCThIO HNMIIEPHUH, pa3nenéHHoﬁ Ha 9eThIPpe 4aCTu, u
UX T0JI0KeHHe OBII0 PABHBEIM.



To ecTs, ecnu BEPHUTEL CJIOBAM [OEBYIIIKH, CI/IJIHH.IefI nepen ApI/IHOM " ero CIIYTHUKAaMH, OHa OnlTa OI[HOIZ
M3 IIATH CaMbIX BA2KHBIX IIEPCOH B I/IMHepI/II/I!

— C TpynoM BepuUTCs, — C sIBHEIM HefjoBepueM npousHecsna HOHa.

— BB XOTHTE CKA3aTh, YTO OIHA U3 HAMECTHMKOB MMIIEPHH U CUJIbHEHIIIas BONIIeOHUIa HMIIEPHH,
MacTep 8-ro Kpyra, Kpudaa ¥ yMOJIsiIa O IOIiae KaKoro-To IMPoCTOro coimaTa?

B oTBeT Ha mMONIHBIE COMHEHUS C10Ba KOHBI AEBYIIIKA OMYCTHIIA T'OJIOBY.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, BLI HE BEPUTE...

B e€ rnazax Havanu HaBOpa4YuBaATbCA CJIE3HL.

— MHe HUKTO He BEPHUIIL. Ilaxe Te, KTO BOCIIUTHIBATI MEHS C METCTBA...

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB [eBYIIKa PacliaKajack.

— XHBIK, XHBIK, XHBIK, yaaa!

CeTHH CMYIIIEHHO IOMHITAJICS YCIIOKOUTD €€.

— IT-mpoctute. FOHa He xoTena Bac 00umeTh. BOT, BO3LMUTE...

CeTHH IOCIENIHO MPOTSAHYIT el IIaToK.

BasB ero, CeneHa Hadala BRITUPATh CIIE3HI.

— C-criacu00, XHBIK, XHHIK...

XM, elllé ¥ HOC BEICMOPKAIa...

HOHa ¢ HegJoyMeHneM Habmogana 3a BeIXogKamMu CeeHHI.

«H 9Ta mnakca — HaMEeCTHHUIA UMIIEPUM ?»

Yewm Gosblile OHA Ha HEE CMOTpPe€JIa, TEM MEHBIIIE e BEPHUIIOCE.

ApuH Xe C UHTePeCcOM pa3TJIsigbiBal [EeBYIIKY.



— Xwm, CeneHna? 4 He ocnbimancsa? Tak mouemy xe Te0s Tak MpecaemoBaIu?

[IuT mopmaKkHyI:

— Bot umenno. Ecnu BEPHUTHh BaM, TO Te€ COJIHAThI OBITIM BAITMMU HOJI‘-II/IHéHHBIMI/I?

— Bul MHe He moBepuTe. f ¥ caMa [0 CUX IIOP HEe BepIO.

[Toxg rpagoM HemOBEPUYMBHIX B3r/IsAm0oB CeleHa, IIMBITasi HOCOM, MeIJIEeHHO 3arOBOPHIIA.

— OTO CJIy4YHUJIOCh Mecdll Ha3af...
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WpenvHH, IBOPLIOBHIM 3aMOK B MienoHe, cTonmule 10KHOT0 oKpyra ['aitanckou ViMnepuu.

B cnanvsHe KOPOJIEBHI, paCHOHO}KeHHOfI Ha CaMOM BEPXHEM 3TazxKe, Ha KPOBATH JIe€XKaJld OeBYIIIKa.

— MMM...

Ilaxe ecnu Maru4eckue CIIOCOOHOCTH InepenarnTCd 110 HAaClleOCTBY, HY2KHO YMETh MU I10JIb30BATLCA.

W3-3a Toro, uto CejleHa BeCh IeHb TPEHUPOBaJach B Maruy, OHa CHOBA Bassiyiack 6e3 CUJI ¥ KPEIKOo
crarna.

— Xwm?

Bre3zamnHo oHa IMOYYBCTBOBaAJla YyXKYIO QHEPTUIO U OTKPLIJIA I'JIa3a.

B yriy CliaJIbHU MENJIEHHO KOHIIEHTPUPOBaAJlaCh HEM3BECTHAsA MaHa.

3T0 OBLI Mar.

[TpyéM Mar HaCTOJIbKO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN, YTO CMOT He3aMEeTHO ITPo6paThCss MUMO OIUTEIbHOM
OXPaHBI KOPOJIEBCKOTO ABOPIIA B CIAIBHIO KOPOJIEBHI!

Ona HAIIPATIIAaCh U CeJla Ha KPOBATH. W BMacTHBEIM TOHOM CIIpOCHIJIa:

— ...KT0 THI?



[Tycts y HEE u He ObI0 60eBOT0 OMBITA, HO OHA ObINla BOIIIEeOHUIIE!, OCBOUBIIEN 8-11 KPYT.

Y myckaii fake ITUYKa B KJIETKE, HO OPEJTT — 9TO OPETL.

[Toka3bIBaTh CBOIO CIa00CTh HATJIOMY HapPYIIUTEI0 OBITI0 OBl He Momo0alolle e€ CTaTycCy.

— Hemennenso Ha3oBu cebs!

W3 TeMHOTH CHaJILHY IOCIBIIIANICSI 3BOHKUM T'OJIOC:

— TrI 3mech 3a r1aBHY0?

Cenena pacTepsiiace.

Tonoc npuHaamexan gepymke. Cyas 1o BceMy, oHa OblJla HEHAaMHOT'0 MJIQfille e€.

‘-Iepe3 MT'HOBEHHE U3 TEMHOTEI MEJJIEHHO BEIIIJId AEBYIIIKA.

HeBYU.IKa C KOPOTKHMH, KaK BOPOHOBO KPEIJIO, 6J'IeCTHH.[I/IMI/I I-IéprIMI/I BOJIOCaMHU W MHUJIBIM JIMITOM.

I'nspst Ha CeNleHy, OHa YXMBITBHYIACh.

— Yto Takoe? [lenaelrs BUf, YTO pa3roBapuBaelllb, a cCaMa TaKOM Marui0 TOTOBUIIIL?

— ...Trl 3aMeTuna? Buxky, TE HOBOJIBHO yMeTias.

CeneHa 130 BCeX CUJI CTapajach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO. Ho el He y[iaBanoCch CKPHITh APOXKE B TOJIOCE.

HGBYHIKa C KOPOTKHMH BOJIOCAMHU IIPOOOJI2KAaJIa C KHTEePECOM HabTIomaTh 3a eé BCTPEBOZXKEHHBIM
BHUIOM.

He BEITEPKAB, CeneHa PE3KO ITOBEICHIIA I'OJIOC:

— Crpaxa!

— Becnionesno. 4 YZ&Ke IMO0CTaBuJid BOKPYT 3BYKOHOTHOL[IBIOIHI/Iﬁ 6apbep.

JIuno Cenentl mobnenHeno. OHa pacTepsiyiachk, BeOb PaHbllle C Hel TaKOTO HUKOTAA He CIIy4asioch.



YToOHI CKPHITH CBOM CTPaX, OHA eIIé rpoMyYe 3aKpuyara:

— Kax T cMeellls! OrHeHHOE KOIbE!

Bcs canpHs 03apuiiaCh KPaCHBIM CBETOM, 1 B BO3[OyXe 06pa30BaJ'[OCB OTHEHHOE KOIThE.

Emé mo Toro, Kak KOIIb€ YCIIEJIO BEUIETETh, YEPHOBOJIOCAS [E€BYILIKA pacCMesisiach ¥ B3MaxHyJa
PYKOH.

— AOcooTHAd mevaTs Maruu!

—A!

Or JEBYIIKN C KOPOTKMMU BOJIOCAaMHU MCXOOHWJIa OT'POMHaAsA Marn4decKasa SHEepPrusd. OraeHHOE KOIIbE
MI'HOBEHHO PacCCedAasIoCh, U MOITHAadA MarundeckKasi Chjia HaKphbljla CeneHy.

He B cuyiax mpoOTUBOCTOSTH 3TOM MOIIY, OHA B y2Kace BEICBOOOMIIA BCIO CBOIO CHITY.

— HNunaaal

Maruueckas cuna CejeHbl IIpuHagaeXajla He TOJIBKO el.

KonudyecTBo MaHbl, HAKOIUIEHHOE 3a MOKOJIEHUS, OBIJI0O HEMOCTUKUMO MJIsT 0ORIYHOI0 YeJloBeKa!

Ho... 65110 YZXKe CJIIMIIKOM IIO30HO...

— Aaaa!

YépHas Marudeckas sHeprus okyrana CejieHy U Hayasa MOJHUMATLCS BBEpX. OHa 6ECCUIIBHO yraa
C KPOBaTH Ha IOJ.

B mpyroii cutyaiuu oHa Obl He ITpoUTpania.

[Tyckait maxe TeOpeTUYECKH, HO OHA Oblyla CUIbHENIIeH BoneOHuIel uMmnepun. He MoxeT OBITS,
yTOOBI OHA TaK JIETKO IIpoUrparia.

HpOCTO OHa He MOI'JIa ¥ IIOAYMAaTh, YTO B UMIIEPHUHU €CTh eH.Ié KTO-TO, KpOM€E Hee, KTO BJIafieeT BRICIIIEH
Marueu 8-ro KpPyra, 1 II03TOMY HEOCO3HAHHO OTPEearnpoBajia HEIIPABUJIbHO.



W mocnencTBusa 3T0TO OBIIH YZXKaCHBEI.

— He moxeT ObITh... Kak TH MCIIOIb30Bajia BHICIIYIO Maruio. ..

YyBCTBYyS, KakK BCcsI €€ MaHa Onokupyetcs, CeneHa MpHIia B yxKac.

IeBylllka ¢ KOPOTKUMHU BOJIOCAMU PaccMesiyiach.

— Ilyctsiku. [IpocTO TBOE MECTO [TOKA3aJIoCh MHE UHTEPECHEIM. [Iourpa HEMHOTO, a eCJIH
HACKy4HIITh — BEPHY 006paTHO.

— Y-4TO THI TaKO€ TOBOPHUIIIH?

— Tebe He HYKHO 9TOT0 3HATh. A Temeph NPUTOTOBLCS. XM, CHIION, HAHHON MHE OT POXKMIEeHUs, 5,
HapylIas 3aKOHHL...

Hruopupys CeneHy, YepHOBOJIOCAs AEBYIIKA ITPOMOIKIUIA YUTATh 3aKIMHAHUE.

3pauku CejeHBl Cy3UIUCH OT yXKaca.

«He moxeT OBITB!»

KopoTkue 4yépHbie BOJIOCH OEBYIIKKM Hadaau OBICTPO PACTH U MPHOOpPeTaTh 30JI0TUCTHIA OTTEHOK. Eé
YEpHBIE T'J1a3a TOXKe CTald SPKO-TOIyObIMHU.

[ToMHMO 3TOT0, MEHSIIMCh U OPYTHe YePTH JINIIA, Ja U BCE TeJI0 JeBYIIKH IIOCTEIeHHO
mpeobpaxKasocs.

Cenena CpPa3y IOHsJIa, B KOT'O IIPpEBPAIIae€TCA HE3SHAKOMKA.

Yepes MrHOBeHHE HE3HAKOMas JeBYIIKa IpeBpaTuaach B camy CelleHy U YXMBIISIIACh.

— A THI Uy, pa3Belica. Temepb 3TO MOE MECTO.

E€ co6CcTBEeHHOE MUI0 CMOTPEIIO Ha HEE€ C UTPUBLIM BHIPAKEHUEM.

— A... Aaa...

I'naps Ha OHEMEBNIYIO OT CTPaXa CeneHy, AdEBYIIIKa TUXO IIPOIIEIITalla 3aKJIMHaHKeE:



— IIpoH3u ¥ MepenpHTHA, YHUUTOXKE PACCTOSTHUE MeXIy MecTaMu, BpaTa, oTBOpUTECH!
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— Ona Opocuma MeHsI B TPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN MTOPTAJ, U 5 IIOTePsijia CO3HAHUE.

3amkasach, CeyeHa MpOOoOIKuIIa paccKas.

— Korga s mpuina B ce0s1, TO 0OKa3ajiach B KAKOM-TO JIeCcy Ha OKpauHe MmenoHa. Bcs Most Marust
Oblyia 3a6JI0KMPOBaHa, 51 HEe MOTJIa MCIIONTb30BaATh laXke 3aKIuHaHus 1-To Kpyra. [ToaTomy MHe
IIPUIIIOCH C TPYAOM... { ere moOpasach O KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPIIA... XHEIK, XHBEIK, XHBIK.

YeMm 6ombire CeneHa BCIIOMHHANA, TEM ropiae e}l CTAaHOBUJIOCh, X OHA CHOBA HadaJjla BCXJIMIILIBATE.

HOHa npuiypumnacs.

«OnsaTh nnaget? Ti».

A BoT CeTuH u [IUT OBISIM ITOJTHEI COUYBCTBUS K XPYIIKOM [IeBYIIIKE, KOTOPAs, BCXIUIILIBAS,
pacckas3biBana O CBOUX 3I0KIIIOYEHHUSX.

A ApuHn? A ApuH, KaK 0ObIYHO, HA O UEM HE AyMall.

[MIMeiras HocoM, CeneHa MPOAOIKUIIA:

— W BOT, KOTfla 51 HAKOHEI-TO Ho0pajach M0 ABOPIIA... MEHS IPUHSIIK 3a IIMUOHKY U OPOCUITH B
TIOpbMY... Torma cap Pedukcuc nomor MHe 6exKaTh, HO... XHBIK, MEHSI ITPeCIeqoBaIH 10 CAMON 3TOMN
TJIYIIN, ¥ B UTOTe faxe cap Pedukcuc morud... Yaaaa!

— Kakoii xommap, Kak xe 3T0 yXKacHO!

— BawMm, momkHO OBITE, OBIJIO OYEHE TAXKEIIO.

Teneps Ha nuax CeTuHa u [IuTa unTanmack TOTOBHOCTH II0XKEPTBOBATh COOOM pafy 3TON XPYIKOH
nenu.

KOHa Xe nuilb ¢ KamoCThi0 IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HuX.

«HW BO YTO OHHU, HHTEPECHO, COOPATUCh BEPUTH?»



YToOHl YyKa3aTh 3TUM TIyIIIaM Ha UX 3a0/1yKIeHus, OHa CIIPOCHUIIa:

— Iloctoute-ka. Koponesa Maruu uMnepuu — 310 MacTep 8-ro Kpyra, BEpHO?

Cenena momn4a KHUBHYIIA.

IOna npopmonxwuna:

— 3HayuuT, BB OB BTOPOM II0 CHJIe BOJNIIEOHUIIEN B MUpe?

[Tomumo BepxoBHOTO Mara Kapcens, [IpakonoOopiia 'actepa, Tonbko KoponeBa Maruu Bnagena 8-m
KPYI'OM, TaK YTO ¥ 3TO OBIJIO IIPABHOM.

— BrI BCc€ paBHO MHe He BepuTe? XHHIK, XHBIK...

Bups, uto CeneHa CHOBa I'OTOBa paciijlakaThcs, FOHA MOCIMEIHO 0CTaHOBUIIA €€.

— Her, meno He B TOM, YTO MBI HE BEPUM... I[IpOCTO B 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO ITOBEpUTh! Kakas-To IeBYOHKa
C JIETKOCTBIO OfioJiefia BTOPYIO IO CUJjle BONIIIEOHUIy B MUPE U 3aHsa e€ MecTo? He mymanu, 4To
ecnu OBl y Heé OBLIM TaKue CIIOCOOHOCTHU, el He HyKHO Oblyio ObI BaCc CBepraTh?

CeneHa 00MKEHHO IIOBBICHTIA TOJIOC:

— 4 He 3Hamw0! JTo0 npaBaa! UTo MHe elé HyKHO CKa3aTh?! Yaaaa!
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